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Places Visited 
 

Day 1 

Malaga Airport to El Rocio with stops at Laguna Fuente de Piedras – 

Sevilla – Laguna de Madre de Marismas, El Rocio 

Day 2 

Laguna Madre de Marismas, El Rocio – La Rocina boardwalks and 

heathland – Acebuche Visitor’s Centre 

Day 3 

Coredor de Verde – Qema Dehesa – Dehesa de Abajo – Northern Marshes 

– Jose Valverde visitor’s centre. 

Day 4 

Park Natural Marismas de O’Diel – Laguna El Portil – Rio Piedras El 

Rompido – Castillo de Niebla. 

Day 5 

Transfer from El Rocio to Finca Santa Marta, near Trujillo, with stops at 

Alange dam, Merida’s Roman Bridge,  El Moheda and birding at Finca 

Santa Marta. 

Day 6 

Belen Plain – Llanos de Trujillo – Santa Marta de Magasca Plain – Caceres 

Plains – Embalse de Talavan – Monroy - Trujillo 

Day 7 

Monfragüe National Park all day 

day 8 

Embalses Alcorrin and Sierra Brava – Mardigalejo Rice Fields – Campo 

Lugar road 

Day 9 

Jaraicejo ‘three bridges over the Rio Almonte’ – Jaraicejo heathland –

Transfer to Madrid Airport 

 

 



SUMMARY:   

This was another great trip to the two best birding areas of Spain, the contrasting habitats of the two areas we visited 

gave us the opportunity to seek out a great diversity of species. The weather, although quite cold at times was 

generally very good, we had excellent light most of the time. The group gelled really well, which made this a very 

enjoyable trip to lead. Our species tally didn’t break any records, but we got to see nearly all of the specialities that 

these two wonderful regions had to offer. 

DAY 1 – SUNDAY 14TH APRIL 2019 

MALAGA AIRPORT TO COTO DOÑANA VIA SEVILLA WITH STOPS AT LAGUNA FUENTE DE PIEDRAS AND 

THE MARISMAS DE MADRE AT EL ROCIO  

Weather:  sunny all day, cloudy later. Temp around 20C light breeze 

It was a perfect start to another WINGSPAN TOUR of Coto Donana and Extemadura, the weather was superb 

with great light and very little wind. The birding was excellent although not so many migrant waders were 

present as there normally are. 

We all met up at Holiday Inn Hotel just outside of Malaga Airport, I had collected Brigid and Richard from 

the centre of Malaga and then Sarah and Steve from the Airport, whilst the other three, Alex, Dinah and 

Peter had spent the night at the hotel. 

It was 12 noon by the time we set off, we drove along the autovia towards Sevilla and after almost an hour 

we turned off at Laguna Fuente de Piedras. We had seen a few species along the way but not that many, 

Western Jackdaw, Common Raven, Common Kestrel, Eurasian Hoopoe, Booted Eagle and White Stork 

were our main sightings. 

 

One of the pools at Fuente de Piedra 

We jumped out of the bus along the approach road to the visitor’s centre at Fuente de Piedras where a 

seasonal pool was full of birds. Lots of birds but not that many species, Greater Flamingo, Black-winged Stilt, 

Pied Avocet, Redshank, Common Sandpiper, Little Stint and three small ‘peeps’ Greater & Little Ringed 

Plovers and Kentish Plover. 



Other species included dozens of Gull-billed Terns, they were milling about all over the reserve, especially 

over the grassy fields. We also saw Whiskered Terns in smaller numbers. There was a lack of wader species 

and we never encountered a single Yellow Wagtail, this area is usually full of them at this time of the year. 

Walking around the boardwalks and along the main track, which circumnavigates the visitor’s centre, we 

added a couple of species but several, such as, Cetti’s Warbler and Reed Warbler, were heard and not seen, 

but we did see my favourite species the Corn Bunting.  

Our Canadian companion, Alex, who had never birded in Europe before was enjoying the likes of European 

Goldfinch, Eurasian Linnet, Eurasian Magpie, Common Moorhen and Eurasian Coot. Then we saw our first 

Great Spotted Cuckoo, it was a short view, but I think nearly all of the group saw it as it dropped behind a 

bush. 

Walking round to the hides we gained a little height giving us a much better view of the enormous size of 

the main Laguna, it was covered in Greater Flamingos, thousands of them. I don’t know what the count is 

this year but it looked like over 10,000 pairs were out there. We also scoped several pairs of Black-necked 

Grebes and we heard Common Nightingale.  

 

The head and shoulders of a Great Spotted Cuckoo 

From the hide overlooking the small pool of water called Laguneto, we had much better views of Black-

necked Grebes, also Red-crested Pochard, Common Pochard, Northern Shoveler, Whiskered Terns and the 

star bird the White-headed Duck. We also had great views of a second Great Spotted Cuckoo, this one fed 

in a bush and at times showed really well. 

We then added Sardinian Warbler and European Serin to the list and we heard a second Common 

Nightingale as we continued our birding from a second hide, we concluded our walk at the visitor’s centre 

around the ice-cream fridge. As we walked back to the bus we saw another Great Spotted Cuckoo flying 

across the car park, this one went a long way off over the nearby village of Fuente de Piedras. 

After a short break for lunch at a roadside restaurant we journeyed on through Sevilla and on to El Rocio in 

Coto Donana, Black Kites and White Storks became more prevalent in the sky as we approached Donana. 



Once at El Rocio we stopped to view the huge laguna, The Laguna Madre de Marismas which sits on the edge 

of this unique and beautiful town. 

We were blown away by the numbers of birds in this shallow laguna filled also by dozens of horses and a 

herd of Red Deer, the beauty of the whole scene set in front of us was amazing. The colours were enhanced 

by the exquisite afternoon sunlight it truly was a sight to behold. We added several new species to our day 

list including dozens of Yellow Wagtails of three Subspecies, ‘flava, Iberiae and flavissima’ we also saw lots 

of Eurasian Spoonbills, dozens of Glossy Ibis, Black-tailed Godwits, even more Northern Shovelers, Pied 

Avocets and Black-winged Stilts. 

The sky was full of hirundines, Black Kites and very high up we saw many Griffon Vultures and White Storks. 

Before we left to check into our hotel, we added European Bee-eater to the list. After settling in to our rooms 

we met again at 7:30pm when a nice cold beer was enjoyed out on the terrace. We took in the lovely 

ambience of this ‘town without tarmac’, sand-filled streets kept any traffic noise to absolute minimum.  

We enjoyed a lovely meal at 8pm after which a very tired group took an early night. 

DAY 2 – MONDAY APRIL 15TH, 2019 

LAGUNA MADRE DE MARISMAS, EL ROCIO – LA ROCINA BOARDWALKS AND HEATHLAND, PALACIO DE 

ACEBRON – ACEBUCHE VISITOR’S CENTRE 

WEATHER:  wall to wall sunshine, 23C,  light breeze, becoming stronger Late afternoon 

We visited Laguna Madre de Marismas first and last thing today, both visits were productive and new species 

were added the trip list. Our early morning visit was just great, the laguna was flat calm and as it got light 

the reflected colours of the sky on the calm water were magical. We stood and watched the ‘egret’ roost, 

Night Herons, were arriving whilst Cattle Egret and Glossy Ibis were moving out, watching this busy activity 

was a fascinating experience. We found a single Common Snipe in a small pool just below the egret roost. 

 

Laguna Madre de Marismas 

The light improved as we walked back towards the hotel we could now see the reed-beds clearly, we picked 

out a few Western Swamphens, Reed Warblers and to our great delight a male Little Bittern sat out for a 

while. Before we went into breakfast we noted a Great Reed Warbler which was sort of singing but hadn’t 

quite mastered a full song just yet. 



Our morning was taken up by long walks along the boardwalks in the Reserve at La Rocina, in recent years 

very little water sat in the pools below the hides but this year there was plenty, we saw a good number of 

species and added Purple Heron to the list. We also saw the exotic ‘escapee’ species Common Waxbill and 

a pair of Common Stonechats. 

The bushes and woodland were alive with the sound of Common Nightingales, dozens of them, but very few 

other species were out there. Blackcap, Short-toed Treecreeper and a distant Iberian Woodpecker was all 

we saw and heard. 

 

From one boardwalk we had nice views over an inlet covered in reeds and that was where we saw our first 

Savi’s Warbler, we had heard them ‘reeling’ since we arrived, but this was our first actual sighting. From the 

car park we found a Woodlark, it was singing from a power line, a Woodchat Shrike sat below it. 

From La Rocina we drove further into the reserve to an area of heathland, where we saw European Bee-

eaters, more Woodchat Shrikes, Sardinian Warbler and our target bird the Dartford Warbler. The sky was 

always alive with European Bee-eaters, Black Kites and swarms of swallows and martins. 

Before lunch we walked a circular pathway through the only ancient deciduous woodland in Donana at the 

Palacio de Acebron. Again, it was full of Common Nightingales, I’ve never heard so many, but very few other 

species sang or showed. We did get brief views of an Iberian Chiffchaff and some of the group watched a 

Cetti’s Warbler for quite a while. The highlight of our woodland walk was the sighting of a Eurasian Wryneck, 

what a crowd pleaser. We also heard Lesser Spotted Woodpecker but never saw one. 

We ate lunch in the visitor’s centre at the Acebuche Reserve, Iberian Magpies and Red-rumped Swallows 

seemed to be everywhere as we sat and ate. 

For the last four years the lagunas at this reserve have been dry and as a consequence of this drought many 

White Poplar trees have died, it was a sad sight. Golden Orioles used to be found in these Poplar trees but 

none were present now. In fact, our walk along the boardwalks and our visits to the hides didn’t produce 

any new species and very few others. We did find another Dartford Warbler and plenty of common species 

were about but nothing new appeared. 

Our late afternoon visit to the Laguna de Madre de Marsimas was a windy affair, the gusty breeze made 

scoping a little difficult but we added a single new species to the list, Common Greenshank. 



Dinner was once again taken in doors because it was still too chilly to eat out on the terrace, it was a lovely 

dinner and the wine wasn’t too bad either. 

DAY 3 – TUESDAY 16th April 2019 

COREDOR DE VERDE – DEHESA DE QEMA  – LAGUNA DEHESA DE ABAJO – NORTHERN MARSHES – JOSE 

VALVERDE VISITOR’S CENTRE. 

WEATHER:  another glorious day, sunshine and a light breeze, temp 23C 

Our big day in Donana was enhanced by the fantastic weather and superb light you couldn’t have wished for 

better! We left the hotel at 7am in the dark carrying our breakfast in a bag, it took 45 minutes to get to the 

Coredor de Verde east of Villamonrique. We stopped in the Dehesa at an area called Qema. 

Bird song rang out from every direction as we ate our picnic breakfast, Common Nightingale and Cetti’s 

Warblers being the loudest, but we could also hear Zitting Cisticola, los of Greenfinches, Blackcap and 

Common Cuckoo. 

 

Cetti’s Warbler seen at the Laguna Dehesa Abajo 

Our main target species in this habitat was the Black-winged Kite we searched every tree-top in the area 

without success, we did find about fifteen other species though. Many birds were flying over as they left 

their roosts, setting off in search of food for the day, egrets, herons, storks, spoonbills and Black Kites were 

a common sight. 

We moved to another track which led us to a more open area, it was there that we found the Black-winged 

Kite, it was perched on a tree at quite a distance but in the excellent morning light it was seen well, especially 

when viewed through the scope. In the meantime, we also saw Red-legged Partridge, Garden Warbler, 

Blackcap, Common Nightingale, Eurasian Hoopoe, Spanish Sparrow, Zitting Cisticola and lots of common 

species. 

During a short stop on a bridge as we continued our trip towards the northern marshes we watched more 

Spanish Sparrows, a pair were building a nest and we had good views of Cetti’s Warbler, we heard another 

Common Cuckoo calling in the near distance but we never saw it. 

Following a track down the Coredor de Verde led us to the large Laguna at Dehesa de Abajo, it was covered 

with birds, we spent a good hour watching many species. The highlights included unbelievable close views 



of Cetti’s Warbler, Great Reed Warbler, Night Herons and a couple of exotic African escapees, Yellow-

crowned Bishop and Black-headed Weaver. 

Our walk along the edge of the laguna eventually produced a pair of Red-knobbed Coots they showed very 

closely just below us, we also saw Subalpine Warbler, a very showy Zitting Cisticola and several Reed and 

Great Reed Warblers during our walk. The sky was full birds, the ever-present Black Kites dashed about 

displaying and pairing off, White Storks, Eurasian Spoonbills, Red-crested Pochards and some nice flocks of 

both Whiskered and Gull-billed Terns came over us. 

 

One of a pair of Red-knobbed Coots at Dehesa de Abajo Laguna 

Barn and Red-rumped Swallows joined Sand Martins and Common Swifts catching insects over the water 

and everywhere you looked the laguna was covered in Grebes, Ducks, Greater Flamingos, Coots, Moorhens, 

Swamphens, Stilts, Egrets and Herons, it was just fantastic birding. 

We needed a rest after that session, so we took a quick coffee stop at a local venta before driving down 

though the northern marshes to the Jose Valverde visitor’s centre in the middle of the National Park. Many 

stops were made along the way, but the marshes were a lot drier than the previous two years and many 

migrant passerines were absent from the fence-lines and scrub. 

The absence of Northern Wheatear was notable, we saw many Yellow Wagtails, Corn Buntings, Crested 

Larks but passing migrants were very few. A single Whinchat, one Montagu’s Harrier and hundreds of 

hirundines was all we saw. The numbers of Short-toed Larks seen was also very low and we never heard or 

saw a single Calandra Lark! 

Near the Valverde Centre the concentration of birds on the small amount of wet marshes was incredible, we 

saw about 200+  Western Swamphens in a very small area with hundreds of Glossy Ibis, Purple Herons, 

Little and Great Egret, Eurasian Coots, Moorhens, Great Crested and Little Grebes and the numbers of 

Whiskered Terns reached three figures too. 

We had a great time scanning the marshes during our lunch stop, the light was so good and noise from the 

Great Reed Warblers was deafening at times. We saw Little Bittern briefly, our first Squacco Herons, more 

Gull-billed Terns, also a few common duck species. Overhead we listed a dozen or so Griffon Vultures, more 

Black Kites than you shake a stick at, Lesser and Common Kestrel, Marsh Harrier and lots of Western 

Jackdaws. 



Our search for Collared Pratincoles went unrewarded but we did find the elusive Lesser Short-toed Lark just 

before we drove to the visitor’s centre. The pools and reed-beds around the visitor’s centre we covered in 

thousands of Glossy Ibis, the main egret and heron colony has moved from there in recent years but the 

number of Ibis has increased ten-fold over the last decade.  

We caught up with Garganey, two pairs were on the pools at the centre with Red-crested and Common 

Pochard, Gadwall and Northern Shoveler. No waders were present except for two Common Sandpipers and 

a handful of Black-winged Stilts. After another coffee we set off for the return journey taking a different 

route. 

 

Lesser Short-toed Lark 

Great close views of Great (White) Egret was had we also stopped to watch a single Common Redstart, 

Spanish Sparrows, Lesser Kestrels (about 14 birds), Yellow Wagtails and not much else. A raised bank gave 

us views over the extensive marshes, we could see for miles in all directions, this was where we had a great 

raptor watching session. The late afternoon light was perfect for scoping distant raptors and those high up 

on the thermals. 

Over a 30 minutes period we saw a huge amount of activity and listed the following species: Montagu’s, 

Marsh and Hen Harriers, Common and Lesser Kestrels, Black Kite, Short-toed Eagle and the best of all was 

a SPANISH IMPERIAL EAGLE (a first year, juvenile bird), wow! That caused some excitement, I managed to 

keep it in the scope so everyone got a good look at it. 

We also notched our first Collared Pratincole, the afternoon light was to die for, it was very hard to drag the 

group away. It was 5:30pm when we finally left, it took just under an hour to get back to El Rocio, no major 

sightings were made on the return trip. 

`We took dinner early and afterwards we drove to La Rocina Reserve to search for Red-necked Nightjar at 

dusk, not a single one was heard and other birders in the area had the same results, perhaps they hadn’t 

arrived back on their breeding grounds yet! 

DAY 4 – WEDNESDAY 17TH APRIL 2019 

PARK NATURAL MARISMAS DE O’DIEL – LAGUNA EL PORTIL – RIO PIEDRAS, EL ROMPIDO – 

CASTILLO DE NIEBLA 

WEATHER: the change came today it was dull and overcast all day, rain in the afternoon. Temp 13C 
 



What a difference a day makes! It was quite chilly and it looked like it was going to rain at any moment as 
we left the hotel this morning. Some of the group had already walked around to the laguna for some early-
birding and came back with tales of Little Bittern, Squacco Heron, Garganey and Great Reed Warbler. 
 
We drove down to the coast at Matalascanas and stood on the cliff tops scanning the ocean for passing birds. 
It was quite calm out there but very few birds were passing. We did see Skuas, Great and Arctic, both were 
attacking Sandwich Terns to plunder food, they were quite far out and not all of the group saw them. A 
single Northern Gannet went on the list too and dozens of immature Yellow-legged Gulls drifted by. A 
Eurasian Hoopoe flew around the car park as we were about to depart for Huelva.  
 

 
 

Over 200 Little Terns were seen today 
 
We stopped to buy picnic supplies before driving onto the Nature Reserve of the Marismas de O’Diel. This 
long thin piece of land runs parallel to the mainland for about 24 kilometers and finishes at the tip with a 
lighthouse.  You have the Atlantic Ocean on one side of you and the Rio O’Diel on the other, a huge system 
of salt pans, marshes and clumps of pine woods cover the reserve. 
 
Our first stop was next to a small laguna where Black-tailed Godwits and Black-winged Stilts joined many 
Common Coots and a range of ducks with a couple of Common Shelduck. It was nearing high tide some 
many waders were feeding frantically on the last remaining mud, we found Whimbrel, Grey Plover, 
Common Sandpiper and Common Greenshank by the visitor’s centre and a huge mixed flock of Dunlin and 
Greater Ringed Plovers fed on the tidal marshes. A few Curlew Sandpipers fed with the flock. 
 
An Osprey put the whole area in panic mode and all the waders flew up in a swirling mass, soon after the 
passage of the Osprey a Peregrine Falcon and then a Booted Eagle flew over, even more panic ensued. As 
we drove deeper into the marsh, we logged Marsh Harrier and we saw Ospreys on nesting platforms, all 
were in use, this re-introduction scheme seems to be working.  
 
The road took us very close to open areas of exposed tidal mud where we saw Ruddy Turnstone, Whimbrel, 
Common Redshank, Common Greenshank, Dunlin, Grey Plover, some Eurasian Spoonbills and a few Little 
Egrets. We came close to the shoreline of the Rio O’Diel where sand-bars were quickly diminishing in size as 
the tide came in. We stopped for lunch and watched a huge flock of Little Terns with some Sandwich Terns 
and a single Common Tern. We counted 295 Little Terns, what a great sight it was to see such a number. 
Thy constantly took to the air as the water level rose. A single Kentish Plover and a couple of Sanderling 
were down there with the terns at some point. 
 
After we ate our picnic lunch, we walked on a wooden boardwalk across to the beach where a large gull 
roost held a dozen or so of Audouin’s Gulls alongside Yellow-legged and Lesser Black-backed Gulls. We saw 



more Sanderling there and one of the group walked further down the beach past the gulls and found a small 
group of Collared Pratincoles. 
 

 
 

Niebla Castle 
The sky was turning darker as we boarded the bus to leave the marshes, things looked grim for the afternoon. 
We stopped to watch a ‘flock’ of three Montagu’s Harriers on the way out, the male bird was stunning with 
beautiful markings, all three came fairly close to the bus. A toilet stop at the visitor’s centre gave us the 
opportunity to watch roosting birds on a disused jetty. Twenty one Whimbrels were joined by Ruddy 
Turnstone, Sandwich Terns and few gulls. 
 
The rain started as we visited Laguna El Portil, it curtailed our visit, however there wasn’t much activity there 
other than Coots, Grebes, Gadwall and Northern Shoveler. The marshes at El Rompido next to the Rio 
Piedras produced just a couple of Ravens, Great Cormorants and Common Sandpiper, a walk in a pine wood 
produced very little. The fence lines and hedges gave us Woodchat Shrike, lots of Serins, European 
Goldfinches and Crested Larks. One stop with a short walk produced a sighting of Iberian Woodpecker (a 
recent split from the European Green Woodpecker). 
 
Our last port of call was the impressive Castle at Niebla, this huge monument has Roman, Moorish, Catholic 
and modern influence. It provides a nesting site for many pairs of Lesser Kestrel, Common & Pallid Swifts 
and Crag Martins amongst others. We had fairly good views of a few of the Kestrels but the weather and 
the light wasn’t in our favour. 
 
We left at 5:30pm and arrived back at El Rocio in good time for our last dinner, tomorrow we are moving up 
to Extemadura, let’s hope we don’t take the rain with us. 

 DAY 5 – THURSDAY 18TH APRIL 2019 

TRANSFER FROM EL ROCIO TO FINCA SANTA MARTA NEAR TRUJILLO WITH STOPS AT ALANGE AND 

MERIDA 

WEATHER:  dull overcast, heavy rain at times with thunderstorms, temp 11C 

A very heavy and noisy rainstorm greeted us as we woke this morning but by the time we had finished our 

breakfast and packed our luggage into the bus the thunderstorm passed over and a patchy blue sky 

appeared. 

We transferred from Coto Donana to Extremadura and spent the day doing so, making several birding stops 

and a long coffee stop. Having seen about 20 species from the bus during the journey (nothing new) we 

began our first birding at Alange Dam just south of Merida. The rain had stopped for a while but we could 

see dark clouds in the distance heading our way. 



The dam provides a home for a huge colony of Alpine Swifts, dozens were in view as we approached, along 

with Western Jackdaws and Spotless Starlings. We parked in the car park just below a large pinnacle of rock 

next to the dam. Serins and Goldfinches zipped around us as we began a short walk whilst scanning the huge 

rock-face above us. Within ten minutes our three target species were on the list! Rock Bunting, Black 

Wheatear and Blue Rock Thrush were all found relatively easily albeit quite high up and we had to use our 

scopes for a decent view. 

Out on the water behind the dam sat a single Egyptian Goose, this species has now colonised Spain and 

breeds on several laguna and embalses in Extremadura. Gull-billed Terns circled over the water and above 

us there was always a raptor or two drifting by, we noted Griffon Vulture, Black Kite and two very distant 

birds that were probably Bonelli’s Eagles. 

We walked a short way to view the ‘dry’ side of the dam where we had much better views of Alpine Swifts, 

Crag Matins and a superb male Rock Bunting all at eye-level. 

After driving into the town of Alange where we had lunch before continuing our journey towards Trujillo. 

Our next stop was Merida, the old Roman town steeped in history and historical and important 

archaeological sites.  We parked near the Roman Bridge and scanned the River Guadiana. This is a well-

known site for many species including Penduline Tit, we quickly found a pair of Common Kingfisher, more 

Egyptian Geese, also Glossy Ibis, lots of egrets, herons and waterfowl.  

 

Penduline Tit 

We walked on the Roman Bridge heading towards town and stopped at an area that had a good vantage 

point looking over the reed-beds and scrub. We then found a male Penduline Tit, it was calling and burst 

into song a couple of times, everyone had great views of it, off went the cameras clickety, click. 

From the bridge we also saw another Common Kingfisher, a Little Bittern, some Night Herons and a huge 

colony of Cattle Egrets. Great Cormorants, Glossy Ibis, Grey Herons and many egrets dashed about up and 

down the river, it was an amazing place, but we had to leave to continue our journey. 

Our last stop was an area south of Trujillo at a conservation nature reserve called La Moheda, this area is 

protected for wintering Cranes. A huge swathe of Dehesa and a massive man-made reservoir are found on 

the reserve. We parked up, having driven through a series of rain showers, we could see a huge 

thunderstorm in the distance and it did not bode well. 



Despite the threat of the oncoming thunderstorm we continued our birding by walking up the man-made 

bank to view the reservoir. Many birds were out there, we could several islands that held a large flock of 

Cattle Egrets, a pair of Egyptian Geese, some Eurasian Spoonbills and Black-winged Stilts. Smaller waders 

ran around feeding on the sandy shorelines, we saw Common and Little Ringed Plovers, Kentish Plover, a 

few Dunlin and a dozen or more Little Stints. Common Sandpipers fed further afield and to our great delight 

we found 9 Collared Pratincoles, they were distant but perfectly viewable in the scope. 

On the water a single Gadwall and a dozen Mallards drifted around and not much else was seen. As we 

walked back to the car we watched a flock of European Bee-eaters, they looked particularly colourful sitting 

in a dead tree, lit by the afternoon sunlight with a very dark sky behind them. 

It took another 40 minutes to drive to our next accommodation, Finca Santa Marta, which is found just south 

of Trujillo. This enchanting place cast its magic on us as soon as we arrived, its tranquil atmosphere and bird-

rich environment held us spell bound. I love the smell of Jasmine and at this place it oozes from the ancient 

walls, the whole place is simply magical. 

After a cup of tea with biscuits and a short time to settle in, we went for walk along one of the many tracks 

around the main accommodation buildings. Not many birds were about but it was nice to get outside away 

from the bus. We ate at 8pm and enjoyed a superb evening meal. 

DAY 6 – FRIDAY 19TH APRIL 2019 

BELEN PLAIN – SANTA MARTA DE MAGASCA PLAIN – CACERES PLAINS – EMBALSE DE TALAVAN 

WEATHER:  Cloudy most of the day with showers and occasional bright spells. Temp 15C 

We took an early breakfast before setting off for the twenty-minute drive to Belen Plain, a very bright full 

moon waned as a glorious morning developed, it was perfectly still and calm with no wind whatsoever.  

 

Great Bustard on Belen Plain 

As we approached the plains, having passed through the village of Belen, a few cultivated fields gave way to 

huge open grasslands on gently rolling hills, a cry of ‘Bustard’ came from the back of the bus and it was 

nothing to do with my driving. Sure enough, a female Great Bustard was strutting across the first field we 

came to, I have never seen one this close to the village before, we all piled out of the bus and had great views 

of this magnificent beast. 



We stopped again on the brow of the next hill and scanned the open countryside, larks were everywhere 

their songs rang out from all directions, we saw Calandra, Thekla, Crested Larks and lots of Corn Buntings. 

We then had sightings of several more Great Bustards and a single Little Bustard. The little fellow was 

performing his display dance. He would puff-out his black necklace and then jump into the air whilst flapping 

his wings, at the same time he would issue his ‘raspberry’ call, it was quite comical to watch, We then drove 

another kilometer to watch the Little Bustard from a much closer position. 

From our new vantage point we also found a female Little Bustard crouching down in the grass not far away 

and we saw more Great Bustards. Eurasian Hoopoes were common out there and White Storks were dotted 

all over the place. Black Kites, Griffon Vultures, Black Vultures and Common Ravens flew about in search of 

breakfast whilst we got to grips with the larks. On the fences we saw a few Whinchats at one point there 

were six together, the male birds looked stunning in their summer outfits. 

We then took a side-track and drove a kilometer or so before stopping to look at displaying Great Bustards, 

they seem to turn themselves inside out, displaying a huge amount of white feathers whilst spreading their 

brown and white tail feathers and dropping their heads over their backs. Several males were doing this to 

compete for the attention of one female. 

 

A seriously dark sky looms behind us 

More and more vultures appeared, they were dropping down into the grass behind the brow of a hill, some 

carrion must have been there, we saw Black Vultures much closer this time and we found our first Red Kite. 

Finally, we came to a pine woodland where a huge storage of cow dung was piled high and wide. Three 

Turtle Doves were feeding on or around the dung heap whilst a few Vultures perched in the pines with Black 

Kites. On the way back from this track we found a very obliging Iberian Shrike, this bird posed so well for 

our cameras. 

Another track led us to a point where we had superb views down into a valley which was covered in open-

scrub and a lake had formed in the base of the valley We scanned the area and found our first Northern 

Wheatear and as expected we saw a Great Spotted Cuckoo which landed briefly on a fence not too far away. 

Soon two more Great Spotted Cuckoos were seen in the distance they were feeding in the grass, occasionally 

harassed by Eurasian Magpies. 

We spent two wonderful hours on the Belen Plain, the morning light had been wonderful but dark clouds 

were looming in the distance. We drove off the Plains and up through Trujillo heading westward towards 

Caseres. We stopped on the plains not far from the village of Santa Marta where we searched in vain for 

Sandgrouse, we did hear Pintail Sandgrouse calling from behind the brow of a hill, but we never saw them. 

Instead we had fabulous views of 14 Great Bustards and the numbers of Calandra Larks was incredible. Red-

legged Partridges were also seen and more vultures, kites, whinchats and Hoopoes. 



After a coffee stop in Santa Marta we drove to a bridge over the Rio Almonte where we ate our lunch in the 

last of the morning sunshine. We saw both Grey and White Wagtails, a Green Sandpiper and a flyover 

Hawfinch (leader only) then a huge group of Vultures circled on the thermals above us. We saw our first 

Egyptian Vulture with Griffon and Black Vultures as well as both Red and Black Kites. 

Along the Santa Marta to Caseres road a nest box scheme has proved to be very successful in providing nest 

sites for the European Roller, about a hundred nest boxes can been seen along a line telegraph poles beside 

the road. A dozen or so pairs of European Rollers were seen and also Lesser Kestrel, Jackdaws and Spotless 

Starlings were using the boxes.  

 

Iberian Grey Shrike 

We continued our drive on an unmade road for about 15 kilometers, a few stops produced some interesting 

sightings, a group of three Short-toed Eagles, more Northern Wheatears, Short-toed Larks, more Whinchats 

but not much else. It started to rain around 2pm just as we approached another bridge over the Rio Almonte. 

We took shelter under the bridge and scanned the steep rocky river banks for species. Many Crag Martins, 

House Martins and Red-rumped Swallows were nesting under the bridge and we saw Black Wheatear on 

the rocks.  

Next we drove to a large Embalse (reservoir) near the village of Talavan, we found a Eurasian Hobby perched 

on a wire on the approach road, it flew off across a field before we could get better views of it. It stopped 

raining whilst we were at the reservoir. We found Zitting Cisticola, Cetti’s Warbler (heard), Common 

Moorhen, Marsh Harrier, Red Kite, Booted Eagle and we heard a distant Common Cuckoo. Our first sighting 

of a Little Owl was made from the car park and the local storks kept us amused for a while before we drove 

back to plains at Santa Marta for a final search for Sandgrouse.  

It was very windy when got out of the car, scanning with scopes was difficult so we gave up very quickly, our 

birding for the day was over, we drove back to the Finca arriving at 6:15pm, it had been a very productive 

day on the Plains. 

DAY 7 – SATURDAY 20TH APRIL 2019 

EMBALSE ALCORRIN - MADRIGALEJO RICE FIELDS – EMBALSE SIERRA BRAVA – CAMPO LUGAR 

WEATHER: overcast for most of the morning, brighter later temp 15c 



The Embalse (reservoir) at Alcorrin is just a 20 minute drive from Finca Santa Marta, we arrived around 9:30 am the 

weather was just superb, high cloud, a nice temperature and no wind. We parked just beyond the dam where could 

see over most of the embalse and the surrounding grassland and scrub.  

A small group of Eurasian Spoonbills sat on an island with both Great White and Little Egrets. Great Crested and Little 

Grebes were dotted all over the water but very few waders and ducks were seen. Black-winged Stilts, Pied Avocet 

and Common Sandpiper was all we got. 

The scenery was just stunning it was worth the visit just for that! Common Cuckoo and Eurasian Hoopoes called we 

saw one Hoopoe which came down to feed on the grass just below us, we also saw both Iberian and Woodchat 

Shrikes, lots of Corn Buntings and Crested Larks. 

 

The Egret roost at Alcorrin 

At the small dam where another pool of water constituted the Nature Reserve we saw a lot more activity. An egret 

roost held dozens of Cattle Egrets, a couple of Great Egrets and some Great Cormorants. On the water we saw 

Egyptian Geese with chicks, Mallard, Northern Shoveler and Gadwall. In the reeds both Grey and Purple Herons fed 

whilst a female Marsh Harrier sat on the reeds. Many pairs of White Storks attended their nests all around the pool 

and a few White Wagtails dashed about. 

Driving further along the track we passed through oak woodland and out into a large open valley, grassland stretched 

to surrounding hillside, the area was alive with birds. A Common Quail called from very close by and eagle-eyed Sarah 

spotted it by climbing onto the back of the van. We all got great views of this normally elusive little bird, we could see 

it plainly  as it called from the grass, a great find. 

Next, Peter called out a Common Cuckoo which sat on top of a tree on the distant skyline, we had heard many, but so 

far this was our only sighting. More shrikes and buntings sat in the near bushes and the sky was always alive with Barn 

and Red-rumped Swallows, Common Swifts and raptors. We saw Griffon & Black Vultures, Short-toed and Booted 

Eagles, the ubiquitous Black Kite, a single Red Kite and a Common Kestrel. 

After that bit of excitement we drove into Zorita to buy lunch before moving further south to the much larger Embalse 

called Sierra Brava. There we sat at a picnic table and ate our lunch, the water level was very low and very few birds 

were on it. A large raft of Great Cormorants could be seen and a few Great Crested Grebes but not much else. Vultures 

dotted the skyline we also saw Marsh Harrier and a few Lesser Kestrels. 

Next, we drove to the rice fields near Madrigalejo which was a disappointment because all the fields had been 

ploughed and seeded but were not yet flooded, as a consequence very few birds were seen. A small flock of the exotic 

escapee, the Red Avadavat was seen very well and our hour-long walk produced some nice sightings in the nearby 

woodland and scrub. We saw Tree Sparrow, our first Golden Oriole, lots of Iberian Magpies and we heard Common 

Nightingale and Cetti’s Warbler.  



Our first flycatcher of the trip was also noted, the Spotted Flycatcher fed from a tree over the Rio Pizarroso, where we 

also heard Reed Warbler and we saw Common Moorhen. Walking along a nature trail that was once a train track we 

saw Long-tailed Tit and Steve found a Little Bittern as we looked down to the river from a bridge. European Bee-

eaters, more Eurasian Hoopoes and lots of vultures were also seen. 

 

Common Quail – not often seen, well found by Sarah 

One other sighting as we drove off the rice fields is worth a mention, that was of a single Common Waxbill, a first for 

some of the group. 

The last hour of our afternoon birding bird was spent along the quiet road to the small village of Compar Lugar, we 

were hoping for a sighting of Sandgrouse. We saw lots of larks, mainly Calandra and Crested, we also saw Montagu’s 

Harrier and had great views of European Roller but no sandgrouse. 

We returned to the finca a little earlier than usual, I think everyone needed a little R & R. A few of us did walk down 

the track where we saw Serin, Sardinian Warbler, Common Nightingale, Woodchat Shrike and lots of Iberian 

Magpies. I performed my daily rescue duties by catching a couple of Marbled Newts from the swimming pool at the 

finca, there are two or three in there every day. 

DAY 8 – SUNDAY 21ST  APRIL 2019 

MONFRAGÜE NATIONAL PARK ALL DAY  

WEATHER: a perfect day, nice hazy sunshine, no wind, cloudy later with a few spots of rain. Temp 18C 

This was our big day, our birding finale of the trip, we spent all day in the Monfragüe National Park, a huge 

area of protected land with steep side hills, rock faces, dehesa, scrubland, pine and eucalyptus woodland, 

rivers and many miradors and walks. 

It was Easter Sunday so we expected crowds of visitors which turned out to be true but it did not detract 

from an excellent day out. We set off at 8am and drove through Trujillo where preparations for an Easter 

Fiesta were taking place, we then stopped at a bridge over the Rio Almonte, the sun was just rising over the 

surrounding hill side. It was a beautiful setting in perfect weather, just magical. 

We watched from the bridge where saw White Wagtails, we had our first sighting of Rock Sparrow, we also 

found Common Sandpiper, Common Kestrel, Eurasian Jay (also our first sighting of this species) and lots of 

common species. We stopped twice more on the approach to the National Park to look for Cirl Bunting, this 



relatively common species is at times difficult to locate. We saw many species but not the bunting, a 

Melodious Warbler (seen by me only) and a Mistle Thrush were our new finds. 

For our first stop in the park we visited the Monfragüe Castle, on the road leading up to the castle we stopped 

to scan a huge rock face which held several nesting pairs of Griffon Vulture. This was our first close encounter 

of vultures and the group were loving it. We also saw Egyptian Vulture, Blue Rock Thrush, Serin, Crag Martin 

and our first Black Redstart of the trip. From the castle we enjoyed great views of vultures at eye-level and 

below us, it was fantastic to see these majestic giants of the air so closely. 

 

Black Stork sitting on eggs 

From the Mirador at Peñon Falcon we saw a Black Stork sitting on the nest and another floating up on high 

with the vultures. We had great views of Blue Rock Thrush, Serin and another Black Redstart. The whole 

vulture experience was blowing my group away, how satisfying it was for me to see them enjoying this 

wonderful spectacle. 

We stopped one more time before lunch at a bridge just before the village of Villareal, where we enjoyed 

good views of Alpine Swift, Crag Martin and thousands of House Martins, they were nesting under the 

bridge. We scoped the nests of Black Vultures, they prefer to nest in trees rather than on the cliffs with the 

other two species of vultures. 

Lunch was taken in the village before we drove round to the Portilla de Tietar on the edge of the park. One 

stop along the way produced fantastic views of Subalpine Warbler, this bird showed really well, it was great 

for the group to see this bird clearly because up to now we had had only fleeting views. 

The large limestone rock face at Portilla de Tietar is famous for nesting Griffon Vultures but it also used to 

have both Eagle Owl and Imperial Eagle nesting there, sadly, both of the latter species have now gone 

elsewhere.  

We enjoyed the vultures but our main objective was to find a few woodland birds so we walked further along 

the road and entered a cork oak dehesa. We saw European Robin and Eurasian (Wood) Nuthatch along the 

road, both firsts for the trip. For the next hour we scoured the oak trees and came up with a few nice 

sightings. We finally viewed Golden Oriole in the scope, also after a lot of tracking we saw Orphean Warbler 

well. More Rock Sparrows were seen, Woodlarks, Bee-eaters, Common Cuckoo, Iberian Magpie and Great 

Spotted Woodpecker also went into the notebook.  

After spending some time sipping tea and coffee we made the journey back to the finca, a couple of stops 

were made to look for Cirl Bunting but they produced nothing new. One stop near the main bridge over Rio 

Tajo produced a sighting of one of our most-wanted species, the Bonelli’s Eagle! Two of these magnificent 



birds of prey drifted over hillside and held in the wind, they both performed a dramatic display dive behind 

the hill before rising up again, it was spectacular and a great bird to finish of our day with. 

We ate out tonight because the Finca does not cook dinner on Sundays, a short drive into the village 

Madroñera was made to eat a mediocre dinner. 

 

We had great views of this Subalpine Warbler 

 

DAY 9 -  MONDAY 22ND   APRIL 2019 

JARAICEJO ‘THREE BRIDGES OVER THE RIO ALMONTE’ – JARAICEJO HEATHLAND – TRANSFER TO MADRID 

AIRPORT 

For our last morning we had time to visit a couple of birding spots along the route to Madrid, the first drop 

off at the airport was not until 2:30pm. We had breakfast at 8am and departed before 9am. There were still 

a number of species missing from the list and we hoped to see two or three of them this morning. 

 

Two of the ‘Three Birdges’ at Jaraicejo 

About 5km along the road towards Trujillo we stopped to scan a rocky area where the likes of Black-eared 

Wheatear breed, it was a glorious morning, no cloud and no wind but a little on the chilly side. We spent 

half an hour enjoying the birds of the area without seeing a single wheatear, two Hoopoes called from the 

tops of two derelict barns, Thekla and Crested Larks appeared all over, Sardinian Warblers flitted about and 

my favourite Corn Bunting was ever-present.  



Twenty five kilometers along the autovia towards Madrid lies a lovely little town called Jaraicejo, the town 

sits on a hillside with a river valley below it and a heathland above it. The river Almonte runs below three 

bridges near the town, we drove to the oldest of the bridges and scanned the open meadows and oak 

woodland on either side of the river. The bridges provided nesting sites for a good number of species 

including Crag and House Martin, House and Rock Sparrows whilst the river supports Grey and White 

Wagtails, Little Ringed Plover, Common Kingfisher and Common Sandpiper amongst others. We saw most 

of these birds as well as Eurasian Hoopoe, European Bee-eater, both Whinchat and Common Stonechat, 

Red-rumped Swallow, Grey Heron and Cetti’s Warbler. 

The woodland was alive with bird song, Common Nightingales sang from several different places, as did 

Blackbirds, Chaffinches, Greenfinches and Linnets. We never saw a Cirl Bunting or a Hawfinch, both of 

which have been regular sightings at this site for me in the past.  

Finally, our last birding session commenced! We drove through the town of Jaraicejo and turned onto the 

heathland above it. Again, bird song rang out from all directions, these were mainly larks, Crested, Thekla 

and Woodlarks. We also saw both Woodchat and Iberian Shrikes as well as Linnets and Goldfinches. 

 

Our last bird of the trip – Spectacled Warbler 

It took a short while in two separate places to locate our target species the Spectacled Warbler, what a little 

beauty to finish off our list with. We had one singing in full view and it performed several of its song-flight 

displays. We also watched Dartford Warbler and saw Short-toed Eagle and a few vultures drifted over. 

Our journey to Madrid was uneventful except for the huge amount of traffic heading back to Madrid after 

the Easter weekend. We were held up a few times because of accidents but we made to airport with time 

to spare. The trip was over, we all went our separate ways after agreeing to keep in touch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPECIES RECORDED BETWEEN 14th – 22nd  APRIL 2019 

173 SEEN + 4 ‘HEARD ONLY’ 

 

 

SPECIES 
   14   15   16    17   18    19    20   21    22 

1   Greylag Goose Anser answer X X        

2  Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegypteaca     X X X   

3  Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna   X X      

4  Mallard Anas platyrynchos X X X X X X X X X 

5  Northern Shoveler  Anas clypeata X X X X   X   

6  Gadwall Anas strepera X X X X X  X   

7  Garganey  Anas querquedula   X X      

8  Common Pochard Aythya ferina X X X X   X   

9  Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina X X X X      

10  White-headed Duck Oxyura leucocephala X         

11  Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa   X   X  X  

12  Common Quail Coturnix coturnix   H   H X   

13  Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis X  X       

14  Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis X X X X X X X X  

15  Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus   X X   X   

16  Northern Gannet Morus bassanus    X      

17  Great Cormorant Phalacocroax carbo  X  X X  X X  

18  Little Bittern  Ixobrychus minutus  X X X X  X   

19  Night-Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax X X X X X     

20  Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis X X X X X X X X X 

21  Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides   X X      

22  Little Egret  Egretta garzetta X X X X X  X  X 

23  Great Egret  Casmerofius alba   X X   X   

24  Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea X X X X X X X  X 

25  Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea  X X   X X   

26  White Stork  Ciconia ciconia X X X X X X X X X 

27  Black Stork  Ciconia nigra      X X X  

28  Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus X X X X X     

29  Eurasian Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia X X X X X  X   

30  Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus ruber X X X X      

31  Griffon Vulture  Gyps fulvus X X X  X X X X X 

32  Black Vulture Aegypius monachus      X X X  

33  Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus      X X X  

34  Osprey  Pandion haliaetus    X      

35  Spanish Imperial Eagle Aquila aldaberti-   X       

36  Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus   X   X X X  

37  Booted Eagle Aquila pennata X X  X  X X X  

38  Bonellli’s Eagle Aquila fasciata        X  

39  Red Kite Milvus milvus      X X X  

40  Black Kite  Milvus migrans  X X X X X X X X X 

41  Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus X X X X X X X   

42  Hen Harrier Circus cayaneus   X       

43  Montagu's Harrier  Circus pygargus   X X X  X   

44  Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo  X   X X X X X 

45  Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus   X       



 

SPECIES 
   14   15   16    17   18    19    20   21    22 

46  Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus X  X X X X X X X 

47  Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni   X X X X X   

48  Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus    X      

49  Eurasian Hobby Falco subuteo     X     

50  Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus X X X X X X X X  

51  Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra X X X X X     

52  Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio  X X       

53  Great Bustard Otis tarda      X    

54  Little Bustard Tetrax tetrax      X    

55  Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta               X X     X   

56  Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus X X X X X X X   

57  Collared Pratincole Glareola  pratincola   X X X     

58  Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius X    X     

59  Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula X   X X     

60  Kentish Plover  Charadrius alexandrinus X   X X     

61  Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola    X      

62  Sanderling  Calidris alba    X      

63  Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres    X      

64  Dunlin Calidris alpina    X X     

65  Little Stint Calidris minuta X    X     

66  Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea    X      

67  Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus      X    

68  Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos X X X X X  X X  

69  Common Redshank  Tringa totanus X   X      

70  Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia  X  X  X    

71  Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa X X  X      

72  Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus    X      

73  Common Snipe   Gallinago gallinago  X        

74  Parasitic Jaeger Sterocorarius parasitica    X      

75  Great Skua Sterocorarius skua    X      

76  Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus X  X       

77  Audouin’s Gull Larus Audouinii    X      

78  Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis o X   X      

79  Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus    X      

80  Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis    X      

81  Little Tern Sternula minutus    X      

82  Common Tern Sterna hirundo    X      

83  Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica X  X  X  X   

84  Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus X  X       

85  Pin-tailed Sandgrouse Pterocles a. alchata      H    

86  Feral Pigeon  Columba livia  X X X X X X X X X 

87  Common Wood-Pigeon  Columba palumbus X  X X X X X X X 

88  Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto X X X X X X X X X 

89  European Turtle Dove Streptopeliia turtur      X    

90  Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus  H H  H H X X  

91  Great-spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandularis X     X    

92  Tawny Owl Strix aluco     H     

93  Little Owl  Athene noctua      X    

94  Common Swift  Apus apus  X X X  X X X X 

95  Pallid Swift  Apus pallidus                         X        



 

SPECIES 
   14   15   16    17   18    19    20   21    22 

96  Alpine Swift Apus melba     X X  X  

97  Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops X X X X X X X X X 

98  Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis     X   X  

99  European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster X X X X X X X X X 

100  European Roller Coracias garrulus      X X   

101  Iberian Woodpecker Picus sharpei  H  X   H   

102  Great Sp. Woodpecker Dendrocopus major        X X  

103  Lesser Sp. Woodpecker Dendrocopus minor  H        

104  Eurasian Wryneck  Jynx torquilla  X        

105  Skylark Alauda arvensis      X    

106  Crested Lark  Galerida cristata X X X X X X X X X 

107  Thekla Lark  Galerida theklae      X    

108  Wood Lark  Lullula arborea  X    H X   

109  Greater Short-toed Lark  Calandrella brachydactyla    X   X H   

110  Calandra Lark Melanocoryphra calandra      X X   

111  Sand Martin  Riparia riparia  X X X      

112  Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris    X X X  X  

113  Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica X X X X X X X X X 

114  Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica  X X X X X X X  

115  House Martin  Delichon urbicum X X X X X X X X X 

116  White Wagtail Motacilla alba    X X X X X X 

117  Yellow Wagtail   Motacilla flava iberiae X X X       

118  Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinera     X X    

119  European Robin Erithacus rbecula        X  

120  Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos H X X H H H X H H 

121  Common Redstart Phoenicurus   X       

122  Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros        X  

123  Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe      X    

124  Black Wheatear Oenanthe leucura     X X    

125  Whinchat Saxicola rubetra   X   X X   

126  European Stonechat   Saxicola torquata  X X X  X X X X 

127  Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus        X  

128  Eurasian Blackbird  Turdus merula X X X X X X X X X 

129  Blue Rock Thrush Monticola salitarius     X   X  

130  Garden Warbler Sylvia borin   X       

131  Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla  X X H    H  

132  Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala                 X X X X X X X X  

133  Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata         X 

134  Dartford Warbler Syliva undata   X     X X 

135  Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus  X        

136  Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis H  X X  X X   

137  Savi’s Warbler Locustella luscinioides  X        

138  Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti H X X H H H H H H 

139  Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus H X X X H  H   

140  Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus  X X X      

141  Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta        X  

142  Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus                     H   

143  Iberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus ibericus  X     H   

144  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes  X     X   

145  Spotted Flycatcher Ficedula striata       X   

146  Great Tit   Parus major  X X  X X X X  



 

SPECIES 
   14   15   16    17   18    19    20   21    22 

147  Eurasian Blue Tit  Parus caeruleus  X   X X X X  

148  Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus        X X  

149  Penduline Tit Remiz pendulinus     X     

150  Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea        X  

151  Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla  X        

152  Iberian Grey Shrike Lanius meridionalis     X X X  X 

153  Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator  X X X X  X X X 

154  Iberian Magpie Cyanopica cooki X X X X X X X X X 

155  Eurasian Magpie Pica pica X X X X X X X X X 

156  Eurasian Jay Garrulus grandarius        X  

157  Eurasian Jackdaw  Corvus monedula X  X  X X X   

158  Common Raven  Corvus corax X X X X X X X X  

159  Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor X X X X X X X X X 

160  Golden Oriole Oriolis oriolis     H H X X  

161  House Sparrow  Passer domesticus X X X X X X X X X 

162  Spanish Sparrow  Passer hispaniolensis   X   X   X 

163  Tree Sparrow Passer montanus  H     X   

164  Rock Sparrow Petronia petronia        X  

165  Common Chaffinch Fringella coelebs  X   H X  X  

166  Eurasian Linnet  Carduelis cannabina X  X    X X  

167  European Goldfinch   Carduelis carduelis X X X X X X X X X 

168  European Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris  X X X X  X X X 

169  European Serin  Serinus serinus X X  X X X X X  

170  Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes      X  X  

171  Corn Bunting  Miliaria calandra X X X X X X X X X 

172  Rock Bunting Emberiza cia     X     

            

173  Monk Parakeet Myiopsitta monachus X         

174  Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild  X     X   

175  Yellow-crowned Bishop Euplectes afer   X       

176  Red Avadavat Amandava amandava       X   

177  Black-headed Weaver Ploceus melanocephalus   X       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
BUTTERFLY SPECIES 

 
 

 

1  Large White  X         

2  Small White  X         

3  Clouded Yellow  X         

4  Brimstone  X         

5  Painted Lady  X         

6  Lang’s Short-tailed Blue  X         

7  Meadow Brown  X         

8  Small Heath  X         

9  Speckled Wood  X         

 
MAMMALS, REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS 

 

 

1  Red Deer  X         

2  Egyptian Mongoose  X         

3  Rabbit  X         

4  Moorish Gecko  X         

5  Large Psammondromus  X         

6  European Pond Terrapin  X         

7  Marsh Frog  X         

8  Common Iberian Wall-Lizard  X         

 


