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DAY 1 -  Tuesday  15th  

 

Arrival at Thessaloniki transfer to Lake Kerkini with a stop at Paleocastro Quarries. 

DAY 2 - Wednesday 16th  

 

VIRONIA QUARRY  - STRUMA RIVER WALK  

DAY 3  - Thursday 17th  

 

LAILAIS SKI RESORT IN THE VRONDOUS MOUNTAINS – MANDRAKI PORT, LAKE 

KERKINI 

DAY 4 - Friday 18th  

 

HIMARROS QUARRY TRACK – MAVROUNI MOUNTAIN TRACK – WESTERN 

EMBANKMENT OF KERKINI LAKE 

 

DAY 5 - Saturday 19th  

 

PROMACHONAS WOODLAND – SIDIROKASTRO CASTLE & QUARRY 

DAY 6 - Sunday 20th  

 

LAKE KERKINI BOAT TRIP – MANDRAKI PORT – ANO POROIA SYCAMORE 

WOODLAND – WESTERN SHORE OF LAKE KERKINI – HIMARROS QUARRY 

DAY 7 - Monday 21st  

 

VRONDOUS MOUNTAINS  - VALLEY ABOVE SIDIROKASTRO 

DAY 8 - Tuesday 22nd  

 

TRANSFER FROM LAKE KERKINI TO THESSALONKI AIRPORT 
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DAY 1 – TUESDAY 15TH MAY 2018 

 

ARRIVAL AT THESSALONIKI TRANSFER TO LAKE KERKINI WITH A STOP AT 

PALEOCASTRO QUARRY. 

 

WEATHER; hot and sunny until around 4pm when light rain and high humidity arrived. 

 

Surprisingly everything went smoothly at both London, Gatwick and Thessaloniki Airport, the group all arrived safe and 

sound and on time and we met Dancho my fellow guide who will be driving the second vehicle. We had a delay picking up 

the minibus so it was 12:30pm by the time we set off from the airport, we made a quick stop at a supermarket for picnic 

supplies and water and then we drove for an hour before stopping to eat it. 

 

 
 

Several species were seen at the airport, both Pallid and Common Swifts, Collared Dove, Hooded Crow and Barn 

Swallow. Along the highway we added Western Jackdaw, Common Kestrel, White Stork and a Great Cormorant. 

 

At 2pm we stopped just off the motorway near a village called Paleocastro where a series of disused quarries could be 

found. We spent 2 hours there watching many birds and chasing lots of butterflies. We found Black-headed Bunting, 

Lesser Grey Shrike, European Bee-eater, Turtle Dove, Crested Lark, a single Levant Sparrowhawk sighting was made and 

most of us saw an Eastern Olivaceous Warbler. 

 

The butterfly count was also impressive many species were on the wing, Scarce Swallowtail, Painted Lady, Eastern Bath 

White, Spotted and Knapweed Fritillary, Small Copper, Small Heath and Meadow Brown to name but a few. 

 

It was after 4pm by the time we reached our hotel which lies very close to the shoreline of Lake Kerkini, it was raining just  

before we arrived, but it soon dried off. A relaxed evening was followed by a jovial dinner-time we even added Cirl 

Bunting, Corn Bunting and Greenfinch to the trip list in the gardens of the hotel. 

 

DAY 2 – 16TH MAY 2018 

 

VIRONIA QUARRY  - STRUMA RIVER WALK   

 

WEATHER:  dry, sunny, hot with a nice breeze. 

 

What a fantastic morning we all had, the weather was just perfect and the wildlife was so amazing we will be talking about 

it for years. The butterflies were prolific, just as it was in Lesbos a couple of weeks ago, thousands of them were on the 

wing it was truly a wildlife spectacle that I shall remember for long time. 

 

After our breakfast at 7am we set off for the short trip northward following the shore of the lake until we reached the 

village of Vironia, we then turned onto a quiet side lane that rose steadily up into the foothills of the Belles Mountains. We 

then took a walk along one of the many tracks that led into the countryside, what a fabulous place. Just as we got out of the 

car we found a Syrian Woodpecker that was working hard at building a new nest-hole we had great views of it. Then as the 

morning air warmed up a myriad of butterflies began to appear, the Nettle-tree Butterfly must have been emerging in  the 

thousands, every bush was covered in them. 

 

Our next bird findings were shrikes, we found Woodchat, Red-backed and the beautiful Masked Shrike, all relatively close 

to one another, then a Common Whitethroat appeared as well as an Eastern Olivaceous Warbler. The group seemed split 

between birds and butterflies but to be fair it was hard to decide where to look for the best, it was that good. We quickly 



added several new butterflies; Ilex Hairstreak, Queen-of-Spain Fritillary, Iolas Blue, Common Blue, Lattice Brown, Small 

Copper, Painted Lady and lots of Eastern Bath Whites. 

 

 
 

Hermann’s Tortoise 

 

Walking up towards a quarry we settled down in front of a large rock face and just enjoyed the moment. A Subapline 

Warbler gave us the run-around for a while showing very briefly several times but a Black-eared Wheatear, a Blue Rock 

Thrush, a Hawfinch and a group of Cirl Buntings were far more obliging.  

 

 
 

Nettle-tree Butterfly 

 

As the air warmed we started seeing raptors in the sky, a single Booted Eagle, 3 Short-toed Eagles, a couple of Honey 

Buzzards and a Common Raven were seen by all of us. An unusual sight for most of the group was that of Dalmatian 

Pelicans riding the thermals, they looked extraordinary as they circled high above the mountains. At first, we saw just a 

few Dalmatian Pelicans then a very large group came up off the distant lake, a little later a group of some 20+ pelicans 

contained both White and Dalmatian species, a few Great Cormorants did the same thing. 

 



More butterflies appeared as we walked back, Large Tortoiseshell, Southern White Admiral, Silver-washed Fritillary, 

Black-veined White and the number of Nettle-tree Butterflies was astronomical, clouds of them were on every bush and 

thousands sat on the track and the road as we made our way down to the vehicles. 

 

We returned to the hotel for lunch and during the drive back we suddenly pulled over to the curb to watch a Lesser Spotted 

Eagle that rose from a field, carrying what looked like, a large snake we all had great views of this bird. 

 

 
 

Common Cuckoo 

 

A Greek Salad was served and consumed on the terrace which overlooked the huge Kerkini Lake. A Cirl Bunting sang to 

us from the garden whilst we ate. A Black Stork circled up from the lake and a little later we had great excitement when a 

Levant Sparrowhawk circled over the hotel, then we saw 3 more in the distance and a Honey Buzzard. 

    

After lunch we took a long siesta, meeting again at 3pm. Some of the group roamed the grounds watching all kinds of 

insects and birds. I saw an Olivaceous Warbler whilst watching dragonflies in the field next to the hotel. 

 

For the afternoon we met up at 3:30pm and drove for 40 minutes to a bridge over the River and spent the rest of the day’s 

birding walking along a raised track overlooking the river. A large group of Yellow-legged Gulls were seen on a sand-bar 

and they were joined by a single Caspian Gull, Great Cormorants, Eurasian Spoonbills and Little Egrets. A group of Black 

Storks flew up as we arrived and a couple of dozen Grey Herons were dotted all over the places. 

 

Several Little Ringed Plovers flew around us and landed on the grassy bank and we found a European Roller that seemed 

to be hunting Lizards on and under the bridge, it spent a lot time sitting on the bridge railings but would often fly 

underneath the bridge.  

 

Over the next two hours we enjoyed beautiful scenery, fantastic light and a great variety of birds, not so many butterflies 

were seen as there were far fewer flowing flowers and shrubs. A Common Cuckoo showed well, Sand Martins dashed 

about overhead, we saw spoonbills, cormorants, storks and raptors flying over, there seemed to be something in the sky 

every time you looked up. Honey Buzzard, Common Buzzard, Marsh Harrier, Common Kestrel and Long-legged Buzzard 

were all seen during our walk. 

 

We stayed until 6pm but had to drag ourselves away to get back to the hotel for dinner, a thunderstorm was brewing. After 

dinner we sat on the terrace to complete our checklist and afterwards we spent some time watching two terrific thunder and 

lightening storms, it was quite spectacular to see.  

 

DAY 3 – THURSDAY 17TH MAY 2018 

 

LAILAIS SKI RESORT IN THE VRONDOUS MOUNTAINS – MANDRAKI PORT ON 

LAKE KERKINI 

 



WEATHER; mostly sunny, but chilly up in the mountains, hot later at the Lake. 

 

Another fabulous day with stunning scenery, some terrific birding and butterflies galore. Our destination was over an hour 

away from the hotel so we tried to set off as early as possible after our 7am breakfast, but it was almost 9am when we 

arrived at our first birding site. 

 

 
 

We saw numerous species along the way but the best by far was a pair of Honey Buzzards circling very low over the road, 

one of them landed on a tree-top not too far from the roadside. Other species seen were both Black & White Storks, 

Common Buzzard, shrikes and wheatears. 

 

The view from the Vrondous Mountains was breath-taking, looking back over towards the Kerkini Lake and beyond. The 

landscape consisted of unfenced, alpine meadows with juniper scrub where a few horses grazed, flowers and butterflies 

abound. We quickly found Woodchat Shrike and the number of Red-backed Shrikes was hard to believe, they were 

everywhere. We had a few target species to look for but, unfortunately our main target, the Rock Partridge, was flushed by 

a member of the group who had walked off ahead of us taking pictures.  

 

Over the next hour we spent time searching the scrub and surrounding rocky hillsides for other species, we found many 

Northern Wheatears, we also saw Linnets, we had brief but good views of Sombre Tit, Orphean Warbler, Black Redstart, 

Mistle Thrush and very distant views of Tawny Pipit. One of the top sightings was of a Common Rock Thrush, this superb 

male bird, sat out in the open for us, what a colourful gem. 

 

As we made our way higher we made several stops at other places to look for the Partridge without success, by the time we 

got to the nearest Ski Centre it was lunch time, we were now at 2200 meters above sea-level. Of course, it was inevitable 

that birds would appear whilst we sat at picnic tables and ate our lunch. A Woodlark very conveniently sat on top of a pine 

tree and sang to us, a Coal Tit joined it. Then a party of Red Crossbills moved through the pines and became visible from 

where we were sitting. 

 

Once we had finished lunch a Tree Pipit began to sing we quickly found it sitting on top of a pine tree. We ‘scoped a 

distant Mistle Thrush and a Common Cuckoo, both conveniently sitting on wires. Our short walk turned up more 

butterflies than birds, in fact we saw very few birds but heard quite a lot. Chaffinches were common and showed well, but 

Common Chiffchaff, Blackcap, Wren, Robin and Dunnock we not seen by many of us. A Mistle Thrush in full song was 

nice to see at the end of our walk. 

 

We drove back down the mountain for a kilometer or two and stopped at a track for our second walk. At first , not many 

species were visible, but in the end, we saw Short-toed Treecreeper, Willow Tit, Common Chiffchaff, Blackcap, European 

Robin and some common species. 

 

The butterflies in this alpine environment were everywhere, we saw many new species including Woodland Ringlet, 

Comma, Duke-of-Burgundy and Pearl Bordered Fritillary, Adonis Blue, Wood White, Small Tortoiseshell and Northern 

Wall Brown. 



 

Further stops down in the alpine meadows failed to produce the Rock Partridge but we enjoyed the lovely afternoon 

sunshine and the terrific views in great light. One very special sight was of a Honey Buzzard performing its wing clapping 

display, none of the group had ever seen this happen before, a real special moment for them. 

 

We left the area at 4pm and made our way back to the lake, a short stop for ice-creams was forced upon me!!  Part of the 

lake can be viewed from a concrete jetty at Port Mandraki, a little village about 3km from the hotel, so we stopped there to 

finish the day. 

 
 

Squacco Heron 

 

We were all blown away by the vast number of birds in view when we got there, an incredible number of Great Crested 

Grebes had built a colony of nests on the shallow water in front of us. They were all sitting on eggs and they stretched as 

far back as the eye could see, there must have been 200 nests in the immediate area, a truly amazing sight. 

 

Many Squacco Herons were also in view as well as Great Cormorants, Grey Herons, Dalmatian and White Pelicans, 

Common Pochard, Common Terns and we found Great Reed Warbler in the reeds, a fly over Golden Oriole and many 

dragonflies and Balkan Green Lizards were seen around the jetty. 

 

Both Purple Heron and Night Heron brought our heron-count to four, Common Cuckoos called from the popular trees with 

the Golden Orioles, Common Nightingale and a Cetti’s Warbler.  The Great Reed Warblers added their incessant ear-

bashing calls.  

 

It was a magical experience, a most tranquil setting, a colourful and bountiful spectacle.  simply standing on that jetty in 

the warm sunshine seeing such a great biodiversity of wildlife spread out in front of us made me feel very humble and even 

more determined to help preserve such places. It gave me great satisfaction watching my awe-struck clients enjoying this 

moment, and one of the main reasons why I do this ‘job’. 

 

DAY 4 –  FRIDAY 18TH MAY 2018 

 

HIMARROS QUARRY TRACK – MAVROUNI MOUNTAIN TRACK – WESTERN 

EMBANKMENT OF KERKINI LAKE 

 
WEATHER:  hot and sunny until 4pm when thunderstorm clouds started to gather, it rained at 5pm with little thunder 

 

A more leisurely day was had today, we travelled less as we visited several locations on the western shore of the lake. Our 

breakfast was taken as usual at 7am and by 7:45 we were on the road. After driving southward for a while we stopped to 

look at Little Owls at two locations and later we watched Honey Buzzards circling over the road. Our first sighting of 

Black Kite was recorded along the road too as well as both Short-toed and Booted Eagles. 

 



Our first venue was a track that led us to old quarry just outside the town of Himarros, it wasn’t long before we were 

watching some interesting species. European Bee-eaters, the most colourful European bird, was seen in good numbers 

along an embankment next to a small river, they were obviously building nest holes in the sandy banks of the river.  

 

 
 

Dancho holding a Glass Lizard or Glass Snake (Pseudopus apodus) 
 

The first place we stopped was at the entrance to a large open quarry where the rock face had been taken away which left a 

series of layered exposed rock, we scanned this area for Eagle Owl which is supposed to be present. Black-eared 

Wheatears were present, we also found Woodchat and Red-backed Shrike but not the Owl. 

 

 
 

Dalmatian Pelican on lake Kerkini 

 

Behind us a wooded belt of sycamore/plane trees followed the course of the river with some dense understorey beneath it, 

Common Nightingales sang from there and a single Cetti’s Warbler called. We heard the call of the Sombre Tit which 

some of us had brief views of and we also saw Masked Shrike. Eurasian Hoopoes also called from both sides of the valley 

and we finally got our first sighting of one of them.  

 



Birds of prey would often drift along the high ridge above us we had great views in excellent light of a small number of 

Lesser-spotted Eagles, also Honey Buzzards, Short-toed and Booted Eagles. As we started our walk in search of warblers 

we saw a Hobby circling high over the quarry, this was our first sighting of this species. 

 

 
 

Little Owl 

 

It was very hot by 10am with little breeze to cool us off, the river offered some respite as it was a lot cooler walking near 

the water. Nettle-tree Butterflies were again out in force, dozens were on the track and especially on the damp soil near the 

river. We also found lots of other butterfly species including the tiniest of all, the Little Tiger Blue. 

 

A few new species of Dragonfly were recorded as we made our way down the track towards the main road, we saw Broad-

bodied Chaser, Keeled Skimmer, Red-veined Darter and lots of the Balkan Spoon-winged Lacewing what an incredibly 

beautiful and delicate creature. 

 

The heat beat us off, we retired for a long lunch taken at a nice taverna which overlooked the dam, we sat in the shade and 

enjoyed a two-hour break eating lovely Greek Salads and sipping cold drinks. After our relaxing lunch we drove back 

along the western shore of the lake stopping at another track hoping to find warblers etc. 

 

Birds were few and far between so butterflies, flowers and dragonflies took precedence, we found an excellent Lizard 

Orchid and a beautiful Bee Orchid as well as plenty of butterflies and dragonflies. A couple of raptors flew over, but the 

scrub and trees were very quiet. 

 

For the rest of the afternoon we made our way along the shore of the lake pulling into places where we could park in the 

shelter of trees. We found some excellent places and made short walks along the shoreline watching Pelicans, Herons, 

Egrets, Cormorants and the ubiquitous Great Crested Grebe.  We added Broad Scarlet, Black-tipped Skimmer, Beautiful 

Damselfly and Lesser Emperor to our dragonfly list too. At other stops we tried to track down Golden Orioles that were 

calling from nearby poplar trees without success, but we did have great views of Lesser Grey Shrike, Cirl Bunting and 

more birds on the lake. As we drove away a Red Fox came out of the hedgerow and approached the bus, it looked up at me 

with imploring eyes as if begging for food, of which I had none to give – so I ran it over and squashed it flat  - only joking! 

 

At one stage we watched a huge raft of Cormorants and Pelicans feeding en-masse there must have been 500 birds in the 

group it was an amazing sight. However, the dark clouds that had gathered over the last couple of hours decided to open 

up, the wind increased dramatically as it started to rain. We watched Pygmy Cormorants, Eurasian Spoonbills and a few 

Yellow-legged Gulls before leaving the area to return to the hotel. 

 

The thunderstorm did not develop as it did a couple of nights ago, but it remained a little windy and chilly, despite this we 

still ate dinner on the terrace and enjoyed the view of the lake. 

 

 

 

 



 

DAY 5 – SATURDAY 19TH MAY 2018 

 

PROMACHONAS WOODLAND – SIDIROKASTRO CASTLE & QUARRY 

 
WEATHER;  rain to start which eased off by 10am, bright and sunny all afternoon 

 

It was inevitable, it had to happen, we had a thunderstorm in the morning instead of the usual late afternoon. By 8am when 

we set off the thunderstorm had passed over, but the rain 

continued for another couple of hours. We drove 

northward and ended up very close to the border with 

Bulgaria in a woodland that looked very much like an 

English one.  

 

We were all wrapped up in our waterproof clothing as 

we took our first walk of the day into a mature woodland 

full of tall trees and grassy glades. It was wet under-foot 

and light rain fell for most of the first hour but it did stop 

whilst we were there. 

 

Lizard Orchid 

 

Common Nightingales sang out in the rain and very soon 

we reached an open area where we could see the canopy 

of tall tree in all directions over a clearing. We located a 

Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers nest and watched the adult 

birds visiting on a regular basis, we had great in-the-

scope views of the female.  

 

Golden Orioles called often, a family party came into 

view several times but only for very short periods, a 

Hawfinch was nice to see and many common garden 

birds showed up including Great Spotted Woodpecker, 

Eurasian or Wood Nuthatch, Blue Tit, Great Tit and we 

heard Middle Spotted Woodpecker.  

 

On our way out we stopped at another clearing and 

added Spotted Flycatcher and Marsh Tit. Another 

Middle Spotted Woodpecker called just before flying 

over us, marvellous. Back out on the road near the vehicles we watched our fourth woodpecker when a Syrian 

Woodpecker came into view, it also called and drummed for a while.  

 

Scanning around from where we parked the vehicles we added Turtle Dove and Common Cuckoo to the day list and then 

we heard a Black Woodpecker calling from the trees down the road. Further investigation produced a very brief sighting of 

the Black Woodpecker by one participant but we all had ‘scope views of both Green Woodpecker and Syrian Woodpecker, 

that’s six woodpecker-species in two hours!! 

 

A Roller called and then flew over us as did Common Buzzard but we couldn’t get better views of the Black Woodpecker 

so we drove into the nearest town, Sidirokastro, where we bought our picnic lunch and ate it in the pretty town square 

whilst drinking coffee. 

 

Sidirokastro is famous for its huge rock tower that overshadows the town and it Castle Ruins on the top, we scanned the 

rock face for Rock Nuthatch without success, but we did find Tree Sparrow, Black-eared Wheatear, Western Jackdaw and 

a Eurasian Hoopoe called all the time we were there but remained out of sight. 

 

Following our visit to the town we drove up to the Castle and spent a lovely time in the sunshine chasing butterflies and 

watching birds. A Eurasian Hoopoe fed on the grass where we parked the vehicles and several Black-eared Wheatears 

were seen around the Castle grounds. We finally got the Orphean Warbler in the scope for the group and a few raptors flew 

over, mostly buzzards, Common and Honey. 

 

The next and last two hours of the day was spent further up the valley north of the town where deep gorges had steep sided 

rock faces, ideal for the Western Rock Nuthatch which was still missing from our list. We found more Black-eared 



wheatears, Tree Sparrows and Blue Rock Thrushes. Raptors were prevelent in our sightings too, we saw three species of 

Buzzard in a fifteen-minute spell, Long-legged, Common and Honey. One of the Honey Buzzards gave us a ‘wing-

clapping’ display, the second time we had seen this on this tour, amazing since none of the group had seen it ever before. 

We also saw Levant’s Sparrowhawk, Common Kestrel, a host of Jackdaws and Short-toed Eagle. 

 

 
 

With perseverance and diligence, we found the Western Rock Nuthatch, fantastic work, let’s move on, time was running 

out. Our last sightings were made at another viewing point further up the valley. We were hoping for a sighting of Golden 

Eagle but had to settle for the fabulous Alpine Swift, what a magnificent bird that is, so graceful and large at the same 

time. We enjoyed the late afternoon sun chasing a few butterflies, including Iolas Blue, Safflower Skipper and others. 

 

After a ‘forced’ stop for ice-cream we were back at the hotel with just enough time to shower and get ready for dinner, 

another joyous occasion, it’s so enjoyable when everyone is having a good time. 

 

DAY 6 – SUNDAY 20TH MAY 2018 

 

LAKE KERKINI BOAT TRIP – MANDRAKI PORT – WESTERN SHORES - HIMARROS 

QUARRY 

 
WEATHER: A superb morning with sunshine, no wind and a nice 25C temperature, thunderstorms later. 

 

A very early start saw us loaded onto the bus at 5am in readiness for a 30 minute drive to the village of Kerkini and on to 

the dock to board our boat. We then enjoyed a wonderful and special birding experience that will not be forgotten for a 

very long time. 

  

It was one of the best Birding Boat Tours I have ever been on, it was absolutely fantastic! We had perfect weather superb 

light conditions and an abundance of species, all seen in close proximity, it would be hard to beat this tour anywhere else 

in Europe. The superlatives gushing from my group during the trip were endless. 

 

After crossing the lake, where we noted Black-necked Grebes and Black-headed Gulls for the first time, we drifted into a 

colony of birds that stretched as far as the eye could see, every tree, bush and clump of weed had many nests on them. The 

most abundant breeding species by far, was the Great Cormorant, but many other species joined them. Eurasian 

Spoonbills, Dalmatian Pelicans, Grey Herons, Little Egrets, Pygmy Cormorants, Squacco Herons, Night Herons, we even 

found one of the very few Cattle Egret nests and a single Glossy Ibis, both of these species are pioneers, attempting to 

establish themselves and breed successfully for the first time. 

 

Along one channel there were hundreds of Sand Martins, they were nesting in holes in the low bank, there must have been 

over 1000 of them, the biggest colony I have even seen. As we drifted further into the shallow area of the lake we added 

Penduline Tit to the list, a nest was seen hanging from a willow tree and the birds were close by. 

 



We got close to both Great White and Dalmatian Pelicans, a huge nesting colony was seen on a man-made stony bank, a 

breeding platform with many nests had recently collapsed we were told. On the collapsed heap of wood a colony of 

Common Terns had been established, we saw one or two Whiskered Terns too. 

 

 
 

We were out there for 3 hours but the time elapsed so quickly it was a surprise when we started to turn back to the dock, it 

was a great trip, I can’t tell you how much I enjoyed it, there is something special about this whole area. By 10am we were 

back at the hotel tucking into a very, late breakfast much appreciated by all of us. We then planned to have a long break 

before going out again at 3pm. Some of the group relaxed on their balconies, some had a nap and others went walking 

around local tracks and the hotel grounds.  

 

 
 

Eurasian Spoonbill with Great Cormorants in the background 

 

It was about an hour later when I got a phone call from Sue, one of the group, she told me that she was watching a flock of 

Rosy Starlings down at the village. I immediately dashed down to the bus and roused as many of the group I could before 

shooting down there. Sure enough, a flock of some 200+ Rosy Starlings were feeding in the Mulberry Trees, what a 

fantastic sight, we stayed for an hour before driving back. 

 



At 3pm we all gathered for our afternoon and evening birding session, we intended to drive round to the dam side of the 

lake, have dinner there and then drive to local site to look for Eagle & Scop’s Owls and European Nightjars. But of course, 

we had to stop at the Rosy Starlings to show the rest of the group, it was marvellous, there seemed to be even more birds. 

We also watched Great Reed Warbler, we saw our first Little Bittern, we also had great views of Squacco Heron, Night 

Heron and a distant Purple Heron. 

 

 
 

Our drive around the western shore of the lake towards to dam was punctuated with many stops, we watched Pygmy 

Cormorants in close proximity to the shore, some of the group saw a ‘Crake’ species in flight and we bumped into several 

other flocks of Rosy Starlings, they really had arrived in large numbers. 

 

All the time we worked our way towards the dam the dark clouds gathered above us and by 6pm thundered rattled the sky 

and distant lightening flashed above the mountains. We stopped to watch Yellow Wagtails dropping into a field of maize 

(the Black-headed subspecies Feldegg) we also had great views of Turtle Doves there. It was just after 7pm when we 

arrived at our restaurant, it was already getting dark, the wind increased, and the thunder roared louder.  

 

Fortunately, the rain held off, but we could see great rain storms across the lake, we did still go to the Owl site, but we 

knew it was not going to be good in the windy, damp conditions, such a shame. We did hear a European Nightjar, but 

nothing else.  

 

We were back at the hotel by 11pm. An early start and late finish, true hard-core birding today! 

 

DAY 7  - MONDAY 21ST MAY 2018 

 

VRONDOUS MOUNTAINS  - VALLEY ABOVE SIDIROKASTRO  
 

WEATHER; Dull to start but bright later. 

 

We made another very early start and why not? It was our last full day so we intended to make the most of it. As most of 

the group had missed the Rock Partridge a few days ago we decided to give it another go in the same place. We set off at 

5:30am in the dark, it took an hour to get there so it was nice and light on our arrival.  

 

It was chilly the sun hadn’t come up yet and we were standing by the roadside at over 2000 meters, the light breeze had a 

cold bite to it. Lots of bird song could be heard coming from all directions, from our position we had a commanding view 

down over the mountainside to the town below us. The landscape was beautiful, low juniper bushes were scattered all over 

the hillside which also had rocks of varying sizes lying over grass that had been grazed by horses for a long time. This 

habitat was ideal for the Rock Partridge which began to call after we had been there about 30 minutes. 

 

Red-backed Shrikes were everywhere, Northern Wheatears perched on rocks and bushes alike, whilst Corn Buntings, Cirl 

Buntings, Linnets and Greenfinches could be seen regularly. A Woodlark sang from a telephone wire whilst in the distance 

we could here the call of Common Cuckoo, Ortolan Bunting and a Hoopoe. But it was the Partridge that we were after, it 



tantalised us for a long while before Dancho finally found one. It was distant and only its head and shoulders could be seen 

but we all saw it this time, after a short while it disappeared from sight, so we changed our position and searched again, 

this time we had prolonged views of at least three of them, fantastic! A lifer for all of us. 

 

 
 

Our hotel seen from the lake 

 

We had carried our breakfast with us in a bag and we drank instant coffee using hot water supplied in flasks by the hotel 

staff and just after we had eaten we left the area, it was 11am. For the rest of the day we made our way to the town of 

Sidirokastro and then after a coffee stop in the town square we drove up into the hills to visit the gorges and open scrub. 

 

 

 
 

‘Bird of the trip’   Rosy Starling 

 

Our search for Golden Eagles was successful if you count two brief views of two birds flying across a distant gorge, those 

that picked them up in their binoculars had good views but not everyone did that. The Alpine Swifts kept us entertained as 

did regular sightings of Honey Buzzard and a Subalpine Warbler teased us with fleeting views. We added a few new 

butterflies to our growing list and a couple of orchids were also found as we staked out a look-out point. 



 

For the last couple of hours we ventured a few kilometers further into the hills where huge tracks of juniper scrub covered 

the mountainside, there were also larger patches of open grassland dotted around. We climbed the mountainside on an old 

quarry track stopping several times to look at roadside birds. Woodchat and Masked Shrikes showed really well, as well as 

Subalpine Warbler, Cirl Bunting, Red-rumped Swallows and more Woodlarks. 

 

 
 

We finally caught up with the Rock Partridge 

 

 

From a prominent position along the track we parked and scanned the scrub below us, it had clouded over and spots of rain 

were in the air so we knew our time there was limited. Many Crested Larks sang, we also found Short-toed Larks, they 

flew up high into the air singing just like Skylarks do, this turned out to be our very last new bird for the tour. A few day 

flying moths were chased by those interested, the Nine Spotted Moth looked interesting and the Laced Ribbon was almost 

impossible to see as it was perfectly camouflaged sitting on lichen. 

 

 
 

Our final bird-watching session 

 



We left the area at 3pm and drove back to hotel for an early finish, we needed to pack and get ready for our departure early 

tomorrow, the birding tour was over. 

 

 
 

 It had been a truly lovely experience, a trip that vastly exceeded all of our expectations, I have fallen in love with this area. 

There can’t many places left in Europe where vast areas are devoid of human activity, the tranquillity, the lack of traffic, 

endless tracts of superb, wild habitat are abundant and very rare elsewhere in Europe. It is a treasure trove full of gems to 

be discovered, I can’t wait to return next year. 

 

 

 
 

 

 DAY 8 – TUESDAY 22ND MAY 2018 

 

An early start with no time for birding saw us leave the hotel at 8am. We drove directly to the airport for a mid-afternoon 

flight. All went smoothly, the trip was over, we said goodbye to Dancho and checked-in for our flight home. 

 

 



CHECKLIST OF SPECIES 
 

  
Common name 

 
Scientific name 

May 

15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 

21 22 

1. 1 Mute Swan Cygnus olor    X     

2.  Greylag Goose Anser anser   X   X   

3. 2 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna      X   

4. 3 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos X X X X  X   

5. 6 Common Pochard Aythya ferina   X   X   

6.  Rock Partridge Alectoris graeca   X    X  

7. 7 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis   X   X   

8. 8 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus   X X  X   

9. 9 Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis      X   

10. X
0 

Black Stork Ciconia nigra  X X X  X X  

11. X
X 

White Stork Ciconia ciconia X X X X  X X  

12. X
2 

Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia  X X X  X   

13. X
3 

Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus   X   X   

14. X
4 

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax   X   X   

15. X
5 

Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides   X X  X   

16. X
6 

Great Egret   Casmerodius albus      X   

17. X
7 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea  X X X X X   

18. X
8 

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea   X   X   

19. X
9 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta  X X X X X   

20.  Cattle Egret Bulbulcus ibis      X   

21.  Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus      X   

22. 2
0 

Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus  X X X  X   

23. 2
X 

Dalmatian Pelican Pelecanus crispus  X X X X X   

24. 2
2 

Pygmy Cormorant Phalacrocorax pygmeus  X X X  X   

25. 2
3 

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo X X X X X X X  

26. 2
6 

Black Kite Milvus migrans    X     

27. 2
7 

Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus X X X X X X X  

28. 2
8 

Booted Eagle Aquila pennata  X  X   X  

29. 2
9 

Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus  X       

30. 3
X 

Common Buzzard Buteo buteo X X X X X X X  

31. 3
3 

Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus  X   X  X  

32. 3
4 

Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus  X X X X  X  

33.  Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipitor nisus   X X   X  

34.  Levant Sparrowhawk Accipiter brevipes X X   X    

35. 3
5 

Lesser Spotted Eagle Aquila pomarina X X X X X X   

36. 3
6 

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos       X  

37. 3
8 

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus X X X X X X X  

38. 4
X 

Hobby Falco subbuteo    X     

39. 4
3 

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus   X   X   

40. 4
4 

Eurasian Coot Fulica atra   X X  X   

41.  Little ringed Plover Charadrius dubius  X       

42.  Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus      X   

43.  Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis X X  X  X   

44.  Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans  X       

45.  Common Tern Sterna hirundo   X   X   

46.  Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida      X   

47.  Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon Columba livia X X X X X X X  

48.  Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus  X   X X   

49.  European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur X X H X X X X  

50.  Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto X X X X X X X  



  
Common name 

 
Scientific name 

May 

15 16 17 18 19 20 
2X
X 

21 22 

51. 5
9 

Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus  X X H X H H  

52. 6
0 

Tawny Owl Strix aluco H        

53. 6
2 

Little Owl Athene noctua    X X X   

54. 6
3 

Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba     X  X  

55. 6
4 

Common Swift Apus apus X X X X     

56. 6
5 

Pallid Swift Apus pallidus X        

57. 6
6 

European Bee-eater Merops apiaster X X X X X X X  

58.  European Roller Coracias garrulus  X X  X  X  

59. 6
7 

Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops  H H X X X H  

60. 6
8 

Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius     H    

61.    Lesser-spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus minor     X    

62. 6
9 

Middle Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos medius     X    

63. 7
0 

Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major     X  X  

64.  Syrian Woodpecker Dendropcopus syriacus  X   X    

65. 7
1 

European Green Woodpecker Picus viridis     X  H  

66. 7
2 

Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio  X X X X  X  

67. 7
3 

Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor X X  X  X   

68. 7
4 

Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator  X X X X X X  

69. 7
5 

Masked Shrike Lanius nubicus  X  X X  X  

70. 7
6 

Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus  H X H X X H  

71. 7
7 

Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius  X X X X X X  

72. 7
8 

Eurasian Magpie Pica pica X X X X X X X  

73. 7
9 

Hooded Crow Corvus cornix X X X X X X X  

74. 8
0 

Western Jackdaw Corvus monedula X X   X  X  

75. 8
1 

Northern Raven Corvus corax  X X X X  X  

76. 8
2 

Marsh Tit Poecile palustris     X X   

77.  Willow Tit Poecile montanus   X      

78. 8
3 

Sombre Tit Poecile lugubris   X X   X  

79. 8
4 

Coal Tit Periparus ater   X      

80. 8
6 

Great Tit Parus major  X X X X X X  

81. 8
7 

Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus  X   X    

82. 8
8 

Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus     X    

83. 8
9 

Eurasian Penduline Tit Remiz pendulinus      X   

84. 9
0 

Crested Lark Galerida cristata X X X X X X X  

85.  Greater Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla       X  

86. 9
1 

Woodlark Lullula arborea   X    X  

87. 9
2 

Sand Martin Riparia riparia  X X   X X  

88. 9
3 

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica X X X X X X X  

89. 9
4 

Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris  X X  X    

90. 9
5 

Common House Martin Delichon urbicum X X X X X X X  

91. 9
6 

Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica X X X X X X X  

92. 9
7 

Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti  H H H     

93. 9
8 

Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita   X      

94.  Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus   X H  X   

95.  Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus      X   

96.  Eastern Olivaceous Warbler Iduna pallida X X  X X X H  

97.  Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla   X H H H H  

98.  Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca   X      

99.  Eastern Orphean Warbler Sylvia crassirostris   X  X    

100.  Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis  X X X H  X  

101.  Eastern Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans  X     X  

 



  
Common name 

 
Scientific name 

May 

15 16 17 18 19 20 
2X 

21 22 

102.  Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala    X X    

103.  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes   H  H    

104.  Eurasian Nuthatch Sittia eurpaea     X X   

105. 1
10 

Western Rock Nuthatch Sitta neumayer     X    

106. 1
11 

Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla   X      

107. 1
12 

Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris X X X X X X X  

108.  Rosy Starling Pastor roseus      X X  

109. 1
13 

Common Blackbird Turdus merula  X X X X X X  

110. 1
15 

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus   X    X  

111. 1
16 

European Robin Erithacus rubecula   X  H H   

112. 1
17 

Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos H X X X X X X  

113. 1
18 

European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola   X    X  

114. 1
19 

Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe   X    X  

115. 1
20 

Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica  X  X X  X  

116.  Dunnock Prunella modularis   X      

117. 1
21 

Common Rock Thrush Monticola saxatilis   X      

118. 1
22 

Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius  X   X  X  

119. 1
23 

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata  X  X X    

120. 1
25 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus X X X X X X X  

121. 1
26 

Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis  X X X X X   

122. 1
27 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus   X X X X   

123. 1
28 

Black-headed Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava feldegg      X   

124.  White Wagtail Motcailla alba    X X    

125. 1
30 

Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris   X      

126. 1
31 

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis   X      

127. 1
32 

Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs   X  X X X  

128. 1
33 

European Greenfinch Carduelis chloris X X X X X  X  

129. 1
34 

European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis X X  X X X X  

130. 1
35 

Common Linnet Linaria cannabina   X X   X  

131. 1
36 

Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra   X      

132. 1
37 

Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes  X   X  X  

133. 1
38 

Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana   X    H  

134. 1
39 

Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus X X X X X X X  

135. 1
40 

Black-headed Bunting Emberiza melanocephala X X X X X X X  

136. 1
41 

Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra X X X X X X X  

 

Butterflies, Moths, Dragonflies, Mammals, Amphibians, 

Reptiles, Orchids and other interesting insects 

 
  

Common name 

 
Scientific name 

May 

15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 

21 22 

1. X
X3 

Large White   Pieris brassicae 

 
X  X      

2. X
X5 

Small White Pieris rapae  X       

3. X
X6 

  Black-veined White Pieris     X     

4. X
X7 

Eastern Bath White Pontia edusa X  X      

5. X
X9 

Eastern Wood White Leptidea duponcheli   X      

6. X
20 

Clouded Yellow Colias crocea X  X      

7. X
2X 

Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi  X X      

8. X
22 

Small Copper Lycaena  X  X X     

9.  Grecian Copper Lycaena attomana     X    



10. X
23 

Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus X        

11. X
25 

Iolas Blue Iolana iolas  X X      
12. X
27 

Brown Argus Arica agrestis   X      

13. X
29 

Common Blue Polyommatus icarus X X X      

14. X
30 

Duke of Burgundy Hamearis lucina   X      

15. X
3X 

Southern White Admiral Limenitis reducta  X       

16. X
32 

Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae   X      

17. X
33 

Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta  X X      

18. X
34 

Painted Lady Vanessa cardui X X X      

19. X
35 

Eastern Knapweed Fritillary Melitaea ornata  X       

20. X
36 

Lesser Spotted Fritillary Melitaea trivia X X       

21. X
37 

Queen of Spain Fritillary Issoria lathonia X X X      

22. X
38 

Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria         

23. X
39 

Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus X  X      

24. X
40 

Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina X X       

25.  Northern Wall Brown Lasiommata petropolitana   X      

26.  Wall Brown Lasiommata megera   X      

27.  Large Wall Brown Lasiommata maera   X      

28.  Lattice Brown Kirinia roxelana  X       

29.  Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae   X      

30.  Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages   X      

31.  Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas  X X X     

32.  Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius  X       

33.    Woodland Ringlet Erebia medusa   X      

34.  Nettle-tree Butterfly Libythea celtis  X X X X X   

35.  Large Tortoiseshell Nymphalis polychloros   X      

36.  Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria euphrosyne   X      

37.  Comma Polygonia c-album   X      

38.  Little Tiger Blue Tarucus_balkanicus    X     

39.  Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris    X     

40.  Large Skipper Ochlodes sylvanus    X     

41.  Safflower Skipper Pyrgus carthami     X    

 Dragonflies & Damselflies 

 

        
42.  Beautiful Demoiselle Calopteryx virgo ssp. festiva    X     

43.  Common Bluetail Ishnura elegans   X      

44.  Lesser Emperor Anax parthenope    X     

45.  Broad Scarlet Crocothemis erythraea    X     

46.  Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa    X     

47.  Black-tailed Skimmer Orthetrum cancellatum    X     

48.  Red-veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombii X  X      

49.  Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum X        

50.  Yellow-winged Darter Sympetrum flaveolum X        

51.  Southern Skimmer` Orthetrum brunneum    X     

52.  Small Pincertail Onychopgomphus forcipatus     X    

 Mammals 
 

        

53.  Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus   X H     

54.  Red Fox Vulpes vulpes   X      

55.  Golden Jackal Canis aureus  H H      

 Moths & other insects         

56.  Spoon-winged Lace-wing  Nemoptera sinuata    X     

57.  Common Predatory Bush Cricket Saga pedo    X     

58.  Lace Border  Scopula limboundata       X  

59.  Hummingbird Hawk Moth Macroglossum stellatarum  X    X   

60.  Spurge Hawk Moth (caterpillar) Hyles euphorbiae         

61.  Nine spotted Moth Amata phegea       X  



 Reptiles/Amphibians         

62.  Hermann’s Tortoise Testudo hermanni  X   X    

63.  Grass Snake Natrix natrix   X      

64.  Balkan Green Lizard Lacerta trilineata   X      

65.  Glass Snake Pseudopus apodus   X      

66.    European Pond Terrapin Emys orbicularis      X   

67.  Marsh Frog Pelophylax ridibundus     X    

 Orchids  
68.  Bee Orchid  sp.     X     
69.  Lizard Orchid Himantoglossum hircinum    X     
70.  Twayblade Orchid Neottia ovata      X   
71.  Common Spotted Orchid Dactylorhiza fuchsii      X   
72.  Early Spider Orchid Ophrys sphegodes      X   
 
 
 
 
                                  

 


