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DAY 1  - MON  FEB 3rd 

 

ARRIVAL AT COLOMBO – TRANSFER TO KITHULGALA – BIRDING 
THE MAKANDAWA FOREST 

DAY 2 – TUES FEB 4TH 

 

BIRDING LOCAL TRACKS IN KITHULGALA AND OUR HOTEL 
GROUNDS – A VISIT ACROSS THE RIVER AT PARAWALATHENNA. 

DAY 3 – WED FEB 5TH 

 

KITHULGALA ESTATE – TRANSFER TO NEWARA ELIYA – VISITS 
TO TWO LOCAL SITES 

DAY 4 – THURS FEB 6TH 

 

HORTON PLAINS NATIONAL PARK – VICTORIA PARK – LOCAL 
LANES NEAR THE HOTEL 

 

DAY 5 – FRI FEB 7TH 

 

TRANSFER FROM NUWARA TO SINHARAJA MAGPIE LODGE – 
WITH A STOP AT SURREY BIRD RESERVE AND SINHARAJA 
VISITOR’S CENTRE 

DAY 6 – SAT FEB 8TH 

 

ALL DAY AT SINHARAJA NATIONAL PARK 

 

DAY 7 – SUN FEB 9TH 

 

HOTEL GROUNDS AND SINHARAJA VILLAGE TRACKS 

 

DAY 8 – MON FEB 10TH 

 

TRANSFER FROM SINHARAJA TO UDAWALAWE NATIONAL PARK 

 

DAY 9 – TUES FEB 11TH 

 

TRANSFER FROM UDAWALAWE TO TISSIMAHARAMA – WITH 
VISITS TO THE TANKS AT TANAMALWILA, WARAWILA & 
DEBARAWEWA 

DAY 10 – WED FEB 12TH 

 

YALA NATIONAL PARK ALL DAY 

DAY 11 – THU FEB 13TH 

 

 

BUNDALA NATIONAL PARK – TISSAMAHARAMA GIANT 

TANK 

DAY 12 - FRI FEB 14TH 

 

 

TRANSFER FROM TISSAMAHARAMA TO MARISSA ON THE 

SOUTH COAST WITH STOPS AT TISSA TANK, 

PALLEMALALA TANK & HAMBANTOTA SALT PANS 

DAY 13 – SAT FEB 15TH 

 

MARISSA WHALE WATCHING CRUISE – KIRALAKALE TANK 

DAY 14 – SUN FEB 16TH 

 

TRANSFER FROM MARISSA TO COLOMBO 

 



GROUP LEADER:  BOB BUCKLER 

 

BIRD GUIDE:  SAMAN  WEEDIYABANDARA 

 

PARTICPANTS:  NIGEL BLEAKEN, ROB WILLS, EDDIE CAMPBELL-

JENNER & GLENDA McSKIMMING AND SHAHAR ZITRONBLAT 

 

SUMMARY 

 

It was another successful tour of this magical and bird-rich island, we saw all of the 34 

endemic species of birds in our total of 248 species. We also saw over 50 species of 

butterflies, 21 mammals and a dozen or so reptiles. This beautiful country and its lovely 

friendly people is always a fantastic venue for a birding holiday, I can’t wait to come 

back next year. 

 

All endemic species are shown in bold text. 

 

DAY 1 -  MONDAY FEBRUARY 3RD 2020 

 

ARRIVAL AT COLOMBO – TRANSFER TO KITHULGALA – BIRDING 

THE MAKANDAWA FOREST 
 

Most of the group arrive at 8:30am having travelled through night from the UK, one of the group had 

arrived a day early from Israel, we had to collect him along the way to our first hotel. 

 

It was 32C when we landed, hot and a little humid, we quickly met up with our guide, Saman and 

driver, Indu, we then walked to the waiting air-conditioned vehicle. We noted Cattle Egret, Oriental 

Magpie-Robin, Feral Pigeon, House Crow and Common Myna on the way to the car. 

 

Oriental Magpie Robin 

 

 



 

After 15 minutes driving we stopped at a hotel to collect Shahar, he was ready and waiting for us. In 

the car park of the hotel we found a family party of four Collared Scops Owls, all sitting along the 

same branch, it was a little too dark for good photographs. We also noted Pale-billed Leafpecker, 

Purple-rumped & Long-billed Sunbirds and Spotted Dove. 

 

After an hour on the road we made our first official birding stop where a river runs under the road, 

we had views of open rice fields and parts of the river. Within 5 minutes we listed a dozen species: 

Little Cormorant, Intermediate & Little Egrets, Red-wattled Lapwing, White-breasted Kingfisher, 

Indian Pond Heron, Little Swift, Barn Swallow and two raptors were circling over some distant trees, 

they were identified as Oriental Honey Buzzard and Changeable Hawk Eagle. 

 

We jumped back into the bus for the rest of the journey and arrived at our hotel around 12 noon. 

Everyone was shattered after the overnight travel so we took a long siesta in the heat of the day and 

reconvened at 2:45pm. One or two of the group had been walking in the gardens of the hotel and 

come across Oriental White-eye, Alexandrine Parakeet, Red-vented Bulbul, Yellow-billed Babbler 

and a nice selection of butterflies. 

 

White-bellied Drongo 

 

 
 

For the rest of the afternoon we went for a walk in the Malandawa Forest which is found across the 

river from the hotel. We took a small ferry across the river and began a long walk along a dirt track. 

The whole afternoon was bird-filled, it was amazing. We walked through small tea plantations, past 

a small village before climbing up the track into the forest.  

 

A new bird was seen every few minutes, the birding was excellent, I’ll list a few here: we had ‘in the 

scope’ views of the Alexandrine Parakeet, we also watched Orange-billed Babblers (our first 

endemic species), Stork-billed Kingfisher, Black-hooded Oriole, Yellow-fronted Barbet (endemic) 

and many more. 

 

As we progressed onwards and upwards into the forest a couple of the group stopped to rest, it was a 

little too much for them in the heat and later another two dropped off. The remainder of the group 

walked another kilometer or so and found the prized species, the much sought-after, Serendib Owl, 

that was well worth the effort. Also seen along the forest track was the endemic Greater Flame-

backed Woodpecker, Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher, Sri Lanka Grey Hornbill (endemic), Malabar 

Trogon (endemic), Sri Lanka Hanging Parrot (also endemic) and several other species. 



 

A second Stork-billed Kingfisher was seen as we crossed the river back to the hotel and a couple of 

the group noted Brown-backed Needletail Swifts over the river. 

 

This is the Lesser Sri Lanka Flameback (Dinopium psarodes)  

also known as Red-backed Flameback. It is endemic to central and southern Sri Lanka. 

 

 
 

We called it a day at 5:30pm and a nice cold beer went down very well indeed. We called the bird-

log at 7pm and dinner was served at 7:30pm, I think everyone was in bed and fast asleep by 9!!! 

 

DAY 2 – TUESDAY 4TH FEB 2020 

 

BIRDING LOCAL TRACKS IN KITHULGALA AND OUR HOTEL 

GROUNDS – A VISIT ACROSS THE RIVER AT PARAWALATHENNA. 

 
Our great start to the tour continued this morning with a pre-breakfast birding session about 1 km 

from the hotel. We set out in the dark at 5:45am after a long and well needed sleep. As soon as we 

jumped off the bus we heard Asian Koel and a Common Hawk-Cuckoo, we saw neither, but at that 

point but we were encouraged and our enthusiasm strengthened by all of the bird song. 

 

A concrete track led us downhill towards the River, we heard our main target species calling, a 

Chestnut-backed Owlet. We never saw the owlet either, not at that stage, but do read on. The next 

piece of excitement came when Saman, pointed out the call of the Brown-capped Babbler, with a 

little patience we all got to see this endemic species very well, a nice one in the bag. 

 

For the next hour we chased the, almost mythical, Owlet, it called from every direction and had us 

marching down tracks and back up lanes and still we never saw it. In the meantime, many species 



became active as the light improved, then more and more species went onto our list. Both Green 

Imperial Pigeon and Sri Lanka Green Pigeon (E) went on the list as well as: Red-backed (aka Lesser 

Flameback) Woodpecker (E), Yellow-browed Bulbul, White-bellied Kingfisher and the very 

common Red-vented Bulbul. 

The endemic Hanging Parrot 

 

 
 

 

Saman and Indu put a lot of work in and finally came up with a roosting Chestnut-backed Owlet (E 

) what a stunning little owl, well appreciated by the group. Then a few more birds appeared, we saw 

a Banded Bay Cuckoo, Black Bulbul, we had several sightings of Tickell’s Flycatcher and we saw 

Asian Brown Flycatcher, Black-hooded Oriole, Oriental Honey Buzzard, White-bellied Drongo and 

several other species.  

Another endemic – the Chestnut-backed Owlet 

 

 
 

 

It was 9am by the time we got back to the hotel and even then we didn’t go straight into breakfast 

because a couple of Hanging Parrots were at one of the feeding stations and both Alexandrine and 



Layard’s Parakeets were in one of the palm trees. We also saw Brown-headed Barbet, Oriental 

Magpie-Robin and Pale-billed Flowerpecker.  

 

We ate breakfast and it was just after 10am when we reemerged from the hotel for a walk around the 

hotel grounds. The gardens were still alive with birds, we added several new species to the trip list 

including the Scarlet Minivet, Legg’s Flowerpecker, Common Iora, Oriental White-eye and one of 

the group found a Brown Shrike. We watched Stork-billed, Common and White-throated Kingfishers 

on the river, also Grey Wagtail (an introduced species), Little Cormorant and more Green Imperial 

Pigeons. 

 

But it was the Hanging Parrots that stole the show, they came down to the feeders and performed 

extremely well, what a stunning looking bird. 

 

In the forest at Kithulgala looking at a Banded Bay Cuckoo 

 

 
 

At 11:30 we took our lunch break and spent some time relaxing in our air-conditioned rooms and 

wandering around the gardens taking pictures of butterflies and birds. It was 3pm when set off for 

another area of forest about 5km upriver. We drove to a hanging footbridge, which wobbled and 

creaked somewhat when we walked across it, a little unnerving to say the least. 

 

We had a wonderful few hours in similar habitat as that of this morning but with many new species 

to add to our list. A gentle stroll along made-up tracks found us in the midst of small tea and coffee 

plantations, a thriving cottage industry, with very pleasant people who gave you a genuine welcome 

smile and asked for nothing in return. 

 

We collected some memorable sightings and enjoyed a lovely experience, we saw several brightly 

coloured butterflies with ridiculous names such as Common Mormon, and Common Birdwing (two 

of the largest butterflies of Sri Lanka), The Sailor, Common Leopard, Common Rose, Plain Cupid 

and so on. 

 

More endemic species went on the list as we sighted Spot-winged Thrush, Yellow-fronted Barbet, 

both Greater and Lesser Flame-backed Woodpeckers (these two are now endemics. After recent 

splits the Lesser is now the 34th Endemic species of Sri Lanka), 

 

We also had much better views of Sri Lanka Grey Hornbill, Sri Lanka Junglefowl and we chased 

around for brief sightings of Indian Pitta, what a stunning bird. We left the area around 6pm and drove 



back to the hotel. We ate another pleasant dinner of soup, curried chicken and curried fish followed 

by local yoghurt and honey, yummy!! 

 

DAY 3 - WEDNESDAY 5TH FEBRUARY 2020 

 

KITHULGALA ESTATE – TRANSFER TO NEWARA ELIYA – VISITS TO 

TWO LOCAL SITES 

 

WEATHER: hot and humid in the morning, much cooler and cloudy in the afternoon. 
 

It was most certainly a day of two contrasting halves, both in temperature and the birding. In the 

morning we stayed around tropical Kithulgala whilst the afternoon was spent at 800 meters in the 

mountains. 

 

The Kithulgala Tea Plantation 

 

 
 

The morning trip was an extravaganza, a birding fest, with a terrific number of species and some 

tremendous scenery all around us. We left the hotel at 5:30am and spent nearly an hour travelling up 

a winding, bumpy track into the mountains above Kithulgala. By the time we arrived at our destination 

it was light, a little dull but the sunlight emerged later. 

 

We were up in the Kithulgala Estate, a huge Tea Plantation, the landscape was beautiful, the tea plants 

laid out in neat rows bordered by many trees and scrubs. 

 

As soon as we stepped down from the bus we saw birds everywhere, it was amazing, birds songs and 

calls came from all direction. We quickly got onto a few bulbuls, in fact we found four species of 

bulbul in the first 10 minutes. Red-vented, Yellow-browed, Black-headed and White-browed Bulbuls 

were all seen in one tree. 

 

Our next sighting was of Black-headed Cuckooshrike, which seemed to be chased off by a Brown 

Shrike which was the grey ‘morph’ (luciomensis). We then found a Jerdon’s Leafbird, Scaly-breasted 

and White-rumped Munias, Black-hooded Oriole, Sri Lanka Swallow, both Blue-tailed and 

Chestnut-headed Bee-eaters, Oriental Magpie Robin, Indian Robin, Common Iora and Emerald Dove. 

 



We then walked for an hour or so, uphill at a 

slow pace, it was fascinating to see latex 

being harvested from the rubber trees and 

dozens of eucalyptus copses. Many more 

birds appeared We didn’t know where to 

look first. Saman our guide called out bird 

after bird, Tawny-bellied Babbler, Crested 

Treeswift, Indian Swiftlet and he called out 

a White-browed Fantail that was sitting on 

its nest and then he found both Small and 

Scarlet Minivets. 

 

The Tree Swiftlet 

 

A couple of raptors appeared in the form of 

a juvenile Changeable Hawk Eagle and a 

Crested Serpent Eagle and then we found the 

endemic Crimson-fronted Barbet, Grey-

bellied Cuckoo, Lesser Hill Myna and 

Common Tailorbird. 

 

It was almost 9am by the time we left this 

incredible area, what a great start we had had to the day. We arrived back at the hotel around  9:30 

and we went straight into the breakfast hall.  

 

At 10:45 we were all packed and ready to go, the bus was loaded up and off we went to Nuwara Eliya  

which was up in the mountains to the west of us. It was only 70km but it took 2 ½ hours to get there, 

the cloud thickened and the temperature dropped. We never saw much during the journey except for 

some cattle Egrets, Hill Swallows, a Ruddy Mongoose and Toque Monkeys. 

,  

Once at the hotel we settled into our rooms and several of us watched a few new species from our 

balconies, we saw our first Sri Lanka White-eye, also Ashy Prinia, Large-billed Crows and a Black-

headed Ibis flew over. 

 

For the afternoon we visited two places, the first was a country lane which wound through a 

eucalyptus woodland. On one side of the lane was a steep drop down to a stream, many people had 

dumped rubbish there it was a real tip, but it attracted many birds especially flycatchers. 

 

We spent an hour or two searching the undergrowth for flycatchers finding two species, Grey-headed 

Canary Flycatcher and the endemic Dull-Blue Flycatcher, both showed well at times. Our guide 

Saman also found Bar-winged Flycatcher-Shrike and Kashmir Flycatcher but only one or two of us 

saw the former and no-one got onto the latter. 

 

We also saw the Great Tit, I should imagine that this will eventually become a split as it starting to 

look very different in colour to the nominate race in Europe. The Indian Blackbird was also a new 

species for our list and we also had great views of Emerald Dove. 

 

Our last birding place was by the side of a noisy main road, a narrow track went steeply down to a 

brook, it is a regular site for the Sri Lanka Whistling Thrush. However, things have changed since 

last year because now the place to stand is at the top of the track not down by the brook. It seems that 

one of the street venders next to the track has been throwing scraps in one particular place and the 

elusive Thrush comes there. 

 

Well we waited and waited and soon we were entertained by Indian Blackbirds, the beautiful Indian 

Blue Robin and to our great delight a Slaty-legged Crake. We waited a good 40 minutes before the 



Thrush turned up, it shows well for a very short time and not everyone saw. Luckily, it came back for 

two more visits and everyone got on to it, fantastic. 

 

The Dull Blue Flycatcher 

 

 
 

We got back to hotel at 6pm and dinner was served at 7:30pm, we were all in bed by 9pm!! 

 

DAY 4 – THURSDAY 6TH FEBRUARY 2020 

 

HORTON PLAINS NATIONAL PARK – VICTORIA PARK – LOCAL LANES 

NEAR THE HOTEL 
 

WEATHER: a lovely day of sunshine, some cloud, light winds. Temp 18C 

 

Another early start saw us heading off to Horton Plains at 5:30pm, it was dark for most of the journey 

and we made one stop along the way. At Pattipola Train Station (the highest railway station in Sri 

Lanka at 1,897 m  (6,225 ft.) ) we pulled over and took a very short walk to watch a an area of scrub, 

we were looking for Sri Lanka Wood Pigeon and within 15 minutes we found two of them. 

 

Once in the park we made lots of stops and made a few short walks, the weather was terrific and the 

birding just great. First we stopped near a nature trail, we tried to find Sri Lanka Bush Warbler 

without success but we find Dull-blue Flycatcher. 

 

Other species seen along the main track were: Yellow-eared Bulbul, Velvet-fronted Nuthatch, 

Scimitar Babbler, Great Tit, more Sri Lanka White-eyes and Indian Blackbird. 

 

Our second stop was near a small pool of water and was much more productive. We found several 

species especially warblers. Green and Large-billed Leaf warblers were first into the notebook 

followed by Blyth’s Reed Warbler and some of the group saw Sri lanka Bush Warbler.  



 

Grey-headed Canary Flycatcher 

 

 
 

A lot of the same species kept popping out so we had be on our toes, checking every sighting for new 

species. We drove out from the forest area to more open countryside and eventually onto the ‘plains’. 

The scenery was just fantastic, reminiscent of the African Plains in Kenya.  

 

We found a whole new suite of birds on the plains: Pied bushchat was common, so was Paddyfield 

Pipit, we also found Himalayan Buzzard, Zitting Cisticola, a flock of Tricoloured Munia, Oriental 

Honey buzzard and plenty of Hill Swallows. On some open grassy areas adjacent to the woodlands 

we found Sri Lanka Junglefowl and red-wattled Lapwing.  

 

Very few mammals were seen, Toque Monkeys and a single Sambhur Deer was all we saw. On the 

way back out of the Park we stopped to take pictures of the incredible views and found a Sri Lanka 

Bush Warbler, in fact, there were two and they showed extremely well. 

 

We got back to the hotel at 11:30am when we took a break for an hour before setting off to the town 

centre of Nuwara. So, at 12:30. We spent a little time on a cultural tour of a tea plantation where we 

sampled various types and strengths of tea and of course the obligatory tea-shop afterwards. We also 

visited a jewellers and looked at Sapphires, fantastic, but ouch on the pocket. After buying a picnic 

lunch we set off for Victoria park at the other end of town. 

 

For the next two hours we searched this wonderful birdy place for two main target species: Kashmir 

Flycatcher and Pied Thrush. The park has ornamental pools, open lawns, a river (strewn with an 

unbelievable amount of litter), dense woodland in places and dozens of pathways. It is also very noisy 

with hundreds of people enjoying the sunshine, dogs roam around and yet an incredible number of 

birds are found there, 

 

It was a lot less birdy this year than on previous visits, perhaps the dry weather had something to do 

with that, nevertheless we found a good number of species. Mostly common birds for the region but 

some goodies too. Cattle Egrets and Indian Pond Herons were everywhere, so was House Sparrow, 

Common Myna, Large-billed Crows and Feral Pigeons.  

 

We saw Grey Wagtail, Common Sandpiper and a couple of us saw Forest Wagtail along the river 

before we started finding the sought-after species. An Asian Brown-breasted Flycatcher was a nice 



find and then we got onto a Kashmir Flycatcher, it was a dull specimen, a female, but a great sighting 

all the same.  

 

 

The secretive Pied Thrush 

 

 
 

 

Our search continued for the Pied Thrush and not long afterwards we struck lucky with a pair of them 

was found feeding deep in the undergrowth. We all eventually got great ‘in the scope’ views. 

 

Well that ending our day, we did make an effort to look for Sri Lanka Thrush near a stream but we 

decided that we had had enough and went back to the hotel at 6pm. 

 

DAY 5 – FRIDAY 7TH FEBRUARY 2020 
 

TRANSFER FROM NUWARA TO SINAHARAJA MAGPIE LODGE – WITH 

A STOP AT SURREY BIRD RESERVE AND SINAHARAJA VISITOR’S 

CENTRE 
 

WEATHER: a bright sunny day, temperature ranging from 11C – 30C 

 

We spent most of the day travelling but we made a few stops to break up the journey. But before we 

even set off we made a pre-breakfast trip to a local site to look for Sri Lanka Thrush (formerly Scaly 

Thrush). An hour out in the pre-dawn forest proved to be a fruitless task as we saw zilch, not many 

other species either. 

 

After a lovely breakfast we set off for Sinharaja, it was along tedious journey, but we made a couple 

of excellent stops and few impromptu ones too. The first official stop after an hour on the road was 

at the Hotel complex called Surrey Bird Reserve. The Hotel is situated in a large woodland and that 

is where we headed. It is a regular stop for birding groups and one where the Brown Wood Owl can 

be confidently seen.  

 

Our walk was punctuated by many short stops we saw a good variety of Flycatchers including: Dull-

blue, Asian Brown, Grey-headed Canary and the White-browed Fantail Flycatcher. Also on the menu 

was Sri Lanka Scimitar Babbler, Brown-headed Barbet, Forest Wagtail and several common 



species. The Owl of course was the star of the show and our two photographers Nigel and Rob were 

besides themselves with joy!! 

 

We made a few sudden stops to look at raptors, Serpent Hawk Eagle and White-bellied Sea Eagle 

showed well, we also saw Woolly-necked Stork a couple of times, once high up on the thermals and 

once perched in a roadside tree. We also saw Cattle & Great Egrets, Open-billed Stork and Little 

Swifts. 

The Brown Wood Owl – taken by Nigel Bleaken 

 

 
 

Other stops produced a number of butterflies, some yet to be named, a lunch stop was welcomed 

where tea and coffee and vegetable curry rolls were enjoyed. 

 

Our arrival at Sinharaja Visitor’s 

centre was around 4pm, it had 

been a long drive but that was 

soon forgotten because in the car 

park we found a star bird, the Sri 

Lanka Blue Magpie. What a 

stunner, with ridiculous colours, a 

combination of red, white, brown 

and blue.  

 

Sri Lanka Blue Magpie – taken 

by Nigel Bleaken 

 

At the Blue Magpie Hotel we sat 

on our balcony drinking a cold 

beer watching the world go by, 

aaaahh! We saw Yellow-fronted 

Barbet, Hanging Parrot, 

Layard’s Parakeet, Grey 

Hornbill, White-bellied Drongo, 

Common Tailorbird and a few 



others. We called the bird log on the balcony at 7pm before going down for a relaxing dinner. 

 

DAY 6 – SATURDAY 8TH FEBRUARY 2020 
 

SINHARAJA NATIONAL PARK 

 

WEATHER: full on sunshine all day, temp mid 30’s 

 

This was our big day, we were visiting the famous Sinharaja National Park, a huge tract of rainforest 

which has a bird list as long as your arm. Many of the endemic species can be found there and we 

intend to find as many as we can. 

 

It was a superb morning for birding, cool at first then a gentle rise in temperature and light, we set out 

in the dark at 5:45am in the back of two very old jeeps. The track up to the National Park is bumpy 

to put it mildly, we were thrown about in the back of the jeeps and it was a relief to get out of them. 

We did not go straight to the Park we stopped half-way up the track at a private dwelling where Saman 

our guide had a few ‘goodies’ to show us.  

 

 
 

The Sri Lanka Spurfowl 

 

At the back of a newly built 

(half finished) house there 

was a screen with spy holes 

in it, we stood behind that 

for 45 minutes and waited 

for anything to come into a 

clearing in the forest that 

had obviously been littered 

with food. Just before we 

reached the screen we had 

good. ‘through the scope’ 

views of a Sri Lanka Hill 

Myna our first endemic of 

the day. 

 

The Sri Lanka Hill Myna 

 



After 30 minutes of no activity in front of the screen suddenly three Sri Lanka Junglefowl appeared, 

then a single Emereld Dove turned and a couple of Spotted Doves. A little later the star bird arrived 

a male Sri Lanka Spurfowl. Wow, what a beauty and such a great view of this uncommon endemic 

species. 

 

Furthermore, as we got back to the vehicles in the driveway we were taken into some dense scrub 

where another hard to find bird sat, fast asleep. It was a Sri Lanka Frogmouth, we couldn’t believe 

our luck, an amazing sighting.  

 

So, before we had even got into the national park we had three of our target species in the bag. Our 

next stop was right next to the entrance to the park, a field study centre for students and schools. But 

just before we got there we all jumped out of the jeeps to look at the endemic White-faced Starlings, 

two of them sat in a tree in good light, they were smashing. 

 

The White-faced Starling 

 

 
 

The field study centre had a large clearing around it and many bench-seating areas, that is where we 

ate our picnic breakfast. As it always the case we never had a moment’s peace during breakfast as 

birds appeared everywhere. We watched Golden-fronted Leafbird, Sri Lanka Drongo (endemic), 

Crimson Minivet, Legg’s Flowerpecker (endemic), Black Bulbul and Imperial Pigeon. 

 

Before we left we were called to another clearing by Saman who had a Crested Serpent Eagle in the 

scope and whilst we were watching the Eagle something incredible happened, one of our most wanted 

target species appeared in the trees to our left. It was a Red-faced Malkoha!! Not only did it flit about 

in a tree with dense foliage as expected but it flew out and landed in a dead tree and showed perfectly 

well, we all had excellent views of it. Phew that was great. Another Sri Lanka Drongo appeared for a 

while and we saw another White-faced Starling before we departed to the park. 

 

Once in the park the sightings just kept on coming, before long we looking down at a stream and 

through gaps in the trees we could a Scaly Thrush, now called Sri Lanka Thrush, the sightings for 

everyone were not brilliant but most of us had good, short views. It was another exciting find and one 

bird we thought we had missed. 

 

Further along the track we bumped into a mixed feeding flock of about 15 species, it was just like 

south American rainforest birding! We first saw an Asian Paradise Flycatcher, then a Malabar Trogon, 



followed by a number of Babblers. We saw Dark-fronted, Orange-billed, Yellow-billed and the 

Ashy-headed Laughing Thrush all in the same bush. A Lesser Yellow-nape Woodpecker dropped 

in as well as three more flycatchers; Black-naped Monarch, Asian Brown-Breasted and White-browed 

Fantail. A Red-faced Malkoha dashed through and we also saw the Sri Lanka Drongo. 

 

A Green Vine Snake 

 

 
 

Well after that we were done, all our target species were in the bag and it was only 10am! We then 

walked back to the main gate and were shown a Green Vine Snake and a Green Garden Lizard before 

we took another trail that led us into open country with patches of dense scrub. There we tracked 

down a Green-billed Coucal, we knew it wasn’t going to sit out in the open but we all saw fleeting 

views of it and a couple of lengthy flight views. 

 

The butterflies were amazing today, both inside the forest and out in the open fields, we also saw a 

few dragonfly species and a Giant Squirrel, Purple-faced Leaf Monkey and a couple of small lizards. 

All in all, it had been a fantastic morning. 

 

Back at the hotel we ate a nice lunch at 12:30 and then we had until 4pm for a long siesta, some of us 

walked the hotel grounds for a while and added a nice number of new species to the day list. 

 

We met at 4pm at reception and just as we met we had a new sighting for the trip, a Brown-capped 

Pygmy Woodpecker, that was a pretty exciting find in the hotel grounds. Then a raptor was sighted 

over the hills and Saman identified it as a Black Eagle, during the next five minutes 3 more raptors 

appeared, Oriental Honey Buzzard, a magnificent Rufous-bellied Eagle and a Brahminy Kite.  

 

For the next couple of hours we drove back up the hill towards the National Park but turned off a 

short way up to a private dwelling. We watched a a series of dead tees from a terraced garden where 

a Chestnut-backed Owlet was in residence. But before we got to the garden we saw a Common 

Hawk Cuckoo, it was singing from a dead tree. 

 

The garden was a superb birding location, the view extended all the way down the valley over a 

good number of standing-dead trees. I can’t remember how many species we saw there but it was 

high. Sri Lanka Hill Myna showed extremely well, as did Crimson-fronted and Yellow-fronted 

Barbets. We also watched Jerdon’s Leafbird, Hanging parrot, Layard’s Parakeet, Common Iora, 

Lesser Flame-backed Woodpecker and several more species. 

 



 
 

The Chestnut-backed Owlet popped out to see us and before we left the area we also watched Sri 

Lanka Swallow and Crested Treeswift, the latter was perched up in a tree not far away. 

 

It was 6pm by the time we returned to the hotel, dinner was served at &:30pm.  A very tired group 

went straight to bed after that. 

 

DAY 7 – SUNDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 2020 

 

SINHARAJA VILLAGE TRACK 

 
WEATHER: bright sunshine all day, quite hot and humid. Temp 30+ C. 

 

Another early start saw us loading up into the Jeeps at 5:45am for the second day running, but this 

time instead of climbing the 5km track up to the National park we took another route that followed 

the river. It was equally as bumpy in the back of the Jeeps but we drove mostly on the flat. After 30 

minutes we arrived outside a private dwelling where a feeding station had been set up several years 

ago, it had been attracting Sri Lanka Spurfowl for quite a while and so we staked out the feeding area 

from inside the house and in the adjacent yard.  

 

We watched several species coming and going but not the Spurfowl or the Ruddy-breasted Crake 

which had been seen regularly in recent times. We did see Indian Blue Robin, Spot-winged Thrush, 

Orange-billed Babbler, Ashy-headed Laughingthrush, Emerald Dove and Sri Lanka Junglefowl. 

After an hour of waiting the Spurfowl decided to turn up, in fact both male and female arrived and 

gave us quite a show. 

 

We then took a walk along the lane to look for more species, especially Black-throated Munia which 

had eluded us thus far, we finally got to see one but it was a flyover. Another sighting of the Sri 

Lanka Thrush was quite unexpected, this bird flew across the track in front of us, it showed well in 

flight if you happened to be at the front of the group. We did find quite few other species and two 

raptors were also added to our list, Mountain (formerly Legg’s) Hawk Eagle and a Shikra.  

 

The butterflies were prolific along the track, some of us spent a lot of our time looking and 

photographing them, see the list at the bottom of this report. 

 



 We were back at the hotel by 

11am and spent most of the 

afternoon in the shade of our 

balconies or our air-conditioned 

rooms.  Some of the group sat by 

the wooded area near the pond in 

the hotel grounds, they listed 

quite a few species, including 

Brown-headed Barbet, White-

browed Fantail, White-rumped 

Munia, Asian Brown-breasted 

Flycatcher, Layard’s Parakeet, 

Yellow-browed Bulbul, Black 

Bulbul, Orange-billed Babbler 

and the usual common species.  

At 4pm we met up again for our 

afternoon birding session. 

 

Asian Paradise Flycatcher 

 

We were taken to the same track 

as this morning, but this time we 

walked the section nearest to the 

village, it was still very humid 

but the temperature had dropped 

significantly. We spent a couple 

of hours enjoying some great 

birding although the first half 

hour was spent trying to get 

better views of a Green-billed 

Coucal. The Coucal showed in 

very short dashes as it moved 

from bush to bush, we saw it, but 

not well. 

 

A single tree held quite a few 

birds, the exotic looking 

Paradise Flycatcher was the star 

of the show, a beautiful male 

with its long tail streamers 

looked just like a white paper 

streamer out of control, as it 

dashed after flying insects. We 

also saw Scarlet Minivet, 

Velvet-fronted Nuthatch, Black-naped Monarch, Dark-fronted Babbler, Sri Lanka Drongo and 

Asian Brown Flycatcher. 

 

One of the group wandered off ahead of us and found a Blue Magpie, our second only sighting of 

this species. Well that concluded our birding in Sinharaja, we had seen everything we came to see, in 

fact we now have seen 33 of the 34 endemic species with a total of 142 species. Tomorrow we are 

heading south towards the coast where a host of new species await our arrival, including the last 

remaining endemic, the Sri Lanka Woodshrike. 

 

 

 



DAY 8 – MONDAY 10TH FEBRUARY 2020 
 

TRANSFER FROM SINHARAJA TO UDAWALAWE NATIONAL PARK 
 

We had a lie-in today, a well needed rest! Breakfast was at 8:30am. We packed up the bus at 9:30am 

and left for Udawalawe. It took us 4 hours to get there, we made a couple of stops but not much 

birding was done. We did see Brown Shrike and a few other bits and pieces but nothing too exciting. 

 

We bought a picnic lunch along the way and ate it whilst travelling, our arrival at our hotel was around 

1pm. We checked in and arranged to meet up at 2:45pm. 

 

Our afternoon excursion was a Jeep Safari in the Udawalawe National Park which consists of moist 

semi-evergreen forest, grassland, scrubland, large reservoir (tank), a river, open pools and riverine 

forest. A hugh number of driveable tracks bisect the reserve and despite the high volume of tourist 

traffic the wildlife is prolific, especially the birds. 

 

As we were in totally new habitat compared to what we have seen so far it was just like having our 

first day all over again, almost every bird we saw was new to the list. We anticipated 30 new species 

and found 27 of them, how good was that. 

 

The weather was hot and not so humid, it clouded over and it was quite windy, nevertheless the bird 

sightings were fantastic. Even before we reached the main entrance we had stopped to watch 

Coppersmith’s Barbet, Black-winged Kite and Indian Roller. 

 

Indian Roller 

 

 
 

 

Once inside the park we were joined by several other vehicles, all kicking up a little dust, but soon 

they all dispersed along the many tracks. Green Bee-eaters sat very close to road, a photographer’s 

dream, also Blue-tailed and Chestnut-headed Bee-eaters were found.  

 

We got closer to the Indian Roller and then added Purple Sunbird to our list along with Plain Prinia, 

Jerdon’s Bushlark and Malabar Pied Hornbill. Our star bird was soon on the list, Sirkeer Malkoha, 

was a great bird and one all of the group wished to see, it showed very well. Soon after we watched 

Yellow-eyed babbler, we had a brief view of Jungle Prinia and our final endemic species showed 



intermittently on the tops of 

roadside bushes, the Sri 

Lanka Woodshrike. We had 

now seen all of the 34 

endemic species! 

 

Yellow-eyed Babbler 

 

Our bird sightings were 

interrupted by stops to 

watch the Sri Lanka 

Elephant, we saw several 

family parties but not a 

huge male. We also saw 

Ruddy Mongoose dash 

across the track ahead of us. 

 

Birds kept turning up, the 

time just flew by we were 

so absorbed in our new 

findings. A short stop by a 

pool produced several more 

new birds for the trip list: 

Black-headed Ibis, Painted 

Stork, Lesser Whistling Duck, Black-winged Stilt, Wood Sandpiper and Whiskered Tern. There was 

also a huge Mugger Crocodile in the water and an Indian Buffalo.  

 

Time had soon run out and before we knew it, it was time to leave. As we rounded a bend we saw a 

Jungle Cat amble across the track, this was an amazing sighting, as this animal is very rare and 

critically endangered. We slowly approached the beast and got very good views of it, the cat seemed 

totally oblivious of our presence, what a great find. 

 

Other birds went on the list during the latter part of our safari, The front vehicle saw Blue-faced 

Malkoha and we all saw Orange-breasted Green Pigeon, Sri Lanka Green Pigeon, Grey-breasted 

Prinia, Eurasian Hoopoe, Grey-bellied Cuckoo, two more Black-winged Kites, Brahminy Kite and a 

few others. 

 

It had been a wonderful safari everyone in the group was buzzing as we stepped down from the jeeps 

back the hotel. We called the checklist at 7pm, then we had a wonderful buffet dinner, there was so 

much choice, you could break away from the traditional curry dishes for change! 

 

DAY 9 – 11TH FEBRUARY 2020 
 

TRANSFER FROM UDAWALAWE TO TISSIMAHARAMA – WITH VISITS 

TO THE TANKS AT TANAMALWILA, WARAWILA & DEBARAWEWA 
 

WEATHER: hot and sunny all day, temp 32C, windy all day. 

 

Before we set off for Tissamaharama we made a short birding excursion to an open area of wetland 

which stretched out to the huge Udawalawe Reservoir. In the grounds of the hotel we listed a nice 

selection of species: Oriental White-eye, Coppersmith’s Barbet, Black-hooded Oriole, Marshall’s 

Iora and several other species. 

 

The open grassland usually holds small pools and a swampy area but this year it was totally dry, 

nevertheless we saw a good number of species. We added Oriental Skylark, Blyth’s Pipit, Ashy-



crowned Sparrow Lark and a fly over Grey-headed Fish Eagle. Several species of waders were present 

on the shore of the lake, we saw Black-winged Stilt, Marsh Sandpiper, Grey Plover, Pacific Golden 

Plover, Redshank, Greenshank, Little Ringed Plover and Wood Sandpiper. 

 

Spotted Deer 

 

 
 

We had great views of Purple Sunbird, Jerdon’s Bushlark, Yellow Wagtail, Indian Swiftlet, Little 

Swift, Sri Lanka Swallow and in the distance we could see Black-headed Ibis, Painted Stork, 

Woolly-necked Stork and Openbill Stork they fed on the edge of the marsh with Grey Heron, Great 

Egret and a few Little Cormorants sat on logs. We also saw Spotted Deer, Indian Wild Pig and Indian 

Buffalo. 

 

 At 8am we returned to the hotel for breakfast and by 9am we were all packed onto the minbus and 

on our way to Tissamaharama. We made one stop during the two hour journey, we parked next to the 

huge Tank at Tanamalwila. Ten minutes of scanning produced about 15 species the best of which 

were: Cotton Pygmy Goose, Pheasant-tailed Jacana, Spot-billed Pelican and Whiskered Tern. We saw 

more Black-winged Stilts, Darter, Little Cormorant and White-throated Kingfisher. 

 

Before we checked into our hotel we were taken to a small residential area to look at a couple of owls. 

A group of lads have formed a conservation group and offer protection to several species of owls in 

the neighbourhood. They took us straight to a roosting Brown Fish Owl and then to a pair of Jungle 

Owlets, we had great views of both species. 

 

We arrived at the hotel around noon and took a long lunch, meeting up again at 3:30pm. During our 

long break many of us went birding in the gardens or just watched from our terraces. Asian Koel was 

recorded for the first time by most of the group, also seen was Tailorbird, Marshall’s Iora, White-

throated Kingfisher, Brahminy Kite, Scaly-breasted Munia, Pale-billed Flowerpecker and a few 

butterflies. 

 

For the rest of the afternoon we visited two places around the Tanks at Debarawewa, it was very 

windy there and reduced our enjoyment a little. There were many species of birds out on the reservoir 

and the clumps of weeds. We found a dozen or so of new species ranging from Purple Heron to 

Yellow Bittern. Some of them showed very well such as Purple Swamphen, Whiskered and Gull-

billed Terns, Caspian Tern and White-bellied Sea-Eagle.  

 



A good number of waders were also present we picked out Wood and Marsh Sandpipers, Pacific 

Golden Plover, Greenshank, Redshank, Common Sandpiper, Little Stint and Black-winged Stilt. All 

three Cormorant species fished in the water, Indian, Little and Great Cormorants. We saw Booted 

Eagel and Brahminy Kite flying over and in the distance there were many Painted Storks, Spot-billed 

Pelicans and all manner of egrets. 

 

White-naped Woodpecker 

 

 
 

As the light began to fade we were taken to a large dead tree that sat in the water just off-shore, it 

slowly filled up with egrets, Feral Pigeons and Cormorants, all coming in to roost. Our target species 

was yet another owl, the Barn Owl, a pair have been resident there for a few years. At 6:30pm just as 

it got dark the barn Owl emerged from its hole, it sat there looking at us for 15 minutes or so, we left 

the area just then. As we walked back to the bus a Night Heron flew over us and dozens and dozens 

of Flying Foxes (very large Fruit Bats) flew across a red sky as the sun was setting, it looked quite 

macabre.  

 

We were late for dinner, so we ate at 8:30pm after calling the bird log, over 30 more species went 

onto the list and tomorrow we are heading into YALA NATIONAL PARK, it should be the highlight 

of the tour for us. 

 

DAY 10 – WEDNESDAY 12TH FEBRUARY 2020 
 

YALA NATIONAL PARK ALL DAY 
 

WEATHER: a lovely start to the day, clear sky and a nice breeze. It then rained around 9:30, heavy 

at times. Sunshine returned around noon but we had showers all afternoon. 

 

It was extra early when we set off this morning, we met at 5am and after a quick cuppa we set off in 

our minibus to the Weharagala entrance to Yala National Park. We transferred from our minibus to 2 

jeeps and joined four other jeeps at the gate. Had we gone to the main entrance there would have been 

2-3 hundred jeeps queuing to get in! 

 

This small side entrance allows you to explore about 11,000 hectares of the park, it is mainly forest 

but there are pools, small open areas grasslands and the Weharagala Reservoir. We began listing birds 

as soon as we got in, the first bird on the day list was a trip tick in the shape of a RUFOUS 

WOODPECKER, this rare breeding species is quite difficult to locate. 



 

A little further along the track we stopped to watch a FOREST WAGTAIL which was feeding on the 

grass verge at the side of the track, another goodie in the bag. We saw Grey Hornbill and a pair of 

Malabar Pied Hornbills, Sri Lanka Green Pigeon, White-bellied Fish Eagle, Little Swifts before we 

found our next exciting find, an INDIAN NIGHTJAR. This delightful creature was perched in short 

grass right next to the track, it remained unfazed as we drove up it and then past it. 

 

 
 

As we drove along there was a constant presence of Green and Blue-tailed Bee-eaters, there must 

have been thousands of them in the park, they dashed from low perches out in front of the vehicles 

and back again. Many other birds we seen repeatedly along the tracks too. We saw a distant Black-

headed Cuckooshrike and the group in the leading vehicle also saw a Drongo Cuckoo and we all saw 

the GREATER RACKET-TAILED DRONGO. 

 

Back in the forest we added a couple more exciting finds to the list, first an INDIAN PITTA was 

located and then we spent quite a bit of time tracking down an ORANGE-HEADED THRUSH.  We 

then found a Changeable Hawk Eagle sitting on the floor of the fores, it look as though it had lost a 

foot!  

 

For me the next sighting was the bird of 

the day, it was a WHITE-RUMPED 

SHAMA, what stunner and it showed 

really well, singing its little heart out. A 

few minutes later we were watching Pied 

Kingfisher and then a host of birds in the 

river. 

 

White-rumped Shama 

 

 

It was 8:30am when we broke for 

breakfast, we pulled over next to a river 

and dismounted from the back of the 

jeeps. Whilst we ate our picnic breakfast 

we found our first Green Sandpiper, also 

Common Sandpiper, Painted Stork, 

Spot-billed Pelican and several Egrets. 

For me the best found during breakfast 

was the Brown-capped Pygmy 



Woodpecker, I love these tiny creatures, at 13cm it is 2cm smaller than a Lesser-spotted Woodpecker! 

 

We drove back to the reservoir and took the track at the base of the dam, in the grassy slopes we found 

PIN-TAILED SNIPE, another Forest Wagtail, Brown Shrike, Jungle Prinia and a couple of Little 

Ringed Plovers ran along the track. We found an Osprey in one of the hundreds of dead trees in the 

reservoir and we had good close views of an Indian Roller which was holding out its wings in the 

rain, we presumed it was having a bath.  

 

A Great Thick-knee appeared on the ridge above us, what a bizarre bill that bird has, it looked more 

like a comical duck! The time had flown by and soon it was time to stop to eat our picnic lunch. There 

is a designated time for lunch stops, vehicles must not be driven around in the park between 12 -2pm. 

Unfortunately for us the lead vehicle got stuck in a deep muddy quagmire, not once but twice!! It took 

nearly half an hour to get us out, this made us late for the lunch stop. 

 

We arrived at the side of a pool and stopped for lunch, this was an unofficial place to disembark from 

the vehicles so we couldn’t wander off too far away. We found a new woodpecker species for our list 

in the shape of a Yellow-crowned Woodpecker. 

 

The rest of the afternoon was a bit of a chore to tell you the truth, we had already been in the back of 

the jeeps for the best part of 7 hours and we still had a few hours to go!! We concentrated our efforts 

on seeing a LEOPARD, so we drove to areas around the entrance where they are sometimes seen. 

 

We found Striped-necked Mongoose, Barking Deer, Spotted Deer, Giant Squirrel, Indian Buffalo and 

Sri Lanka Elephant, a Rat Snake and many butterflies. Many of the birds seen this morning were seen 

again this afternoon, we had superb views of the Malabar Pied Hornbill and the Indian Roller looked 

exquisite in the afternoon sunlight. 

 

But, the Leopard never showed up, we stayed until the last minute but failed to see one, most of the 

group were thankful that our bumpy-ride in the back of a jeep was over. We left the park at 6pm and 

got back to the hotel at 7pm. A nice cold beer went down well before a lovely mild vegetable curry 

was served in the restaurant. A thunderstorm and heavy rain persisted throughout dinner but clear by 

the time we had finished. 

 

DAY 11 – THURSDAY 13TH FEBRUARY 2020 
 

BUNDALA NATIONAL PARK – TISSAMAHARAMA GIANT TANK 
 

WEATHER: dry, hot and sunny for the most part, very windy again. 30C 

 

What a fabulous day, we visited my favourite place on the tour and we saw 104 species!! Bundala is 

a special place and if you like wader-watching then this is the place for you, I love it. The approach 

road cuts through a huge swamp with reedbeds, open pools and lily beds and it is covered in birds.  

 

We arrived at first light around 6am, the minibus dropped us off at the entrance to the marsh and we 

walked for a couple of kilometers it took ages to move a few meters as so much was going on. The 

only thing that spoilt the visit was the wind, it was quite strong even at 6am.  

 

Nevertheless, we enjoyed some great birding and soon a nice list of new species was gathered as well 

as many, many species we had already seen. The Clamorous Warbler was singing loudly of course, 

its sounds like a Great Reed Warbler on steroids! We search for a Black Bittern without luck but the 

number of waders made up for that. 

 

In the first part of the marsh we saw dozens of Wood Sandpipers, Pacific Golden Plovers, Marsh 

Sandpipers, Pin-tailed Snipe, Redshanks, Greenshanks, Black-tailed Godwits, Herons, egrets, storks, 

cormorants, bee-eaters, Prinias, sunbirds and a few birds of prey. It was non-stop birding for two 



hours, we watched Purple Swamphens, White-breasted Waterhens, Black-headed Ibis, Lesser 

Whistling Ducks, Spot-billed Pelicans, Whiskered and White-winged Terns and hundreds of 

hirundines and swifts hawked over the marshes. 

 

Little Pratincole 

 

 
 

We found a Lesser Whitethroat and further along the track we saw a large mixed flock of Pratincoles!! 

Both Collared and Oriental Pratincoles just sat on the dry mud near the edge of a large pool. We added 

Sand Martin & Collared Dove to the list and we saw Richard’s Pipit, Paddyfield Pipit and Oriental 

Skylark on the grass verges. 

 

Phew! At 8:30am we needed a rest, so we drove up to the main reception area at the entrance to the 

national park and sat to eat our picnic breakfast. We then transferred from our minibus to safari jeeps 

to continue our exploration of the park. 

 

We moved on after a short while and before driving into the forested area of the park we visited a 

large area of salt pans which were covered in thousands of waders, terns, egrets and herons. We added 

new waders and terns to the trip list: Curlew Sandpiper, Ruff, Ruddy Turnstone, Little Stint, Caspian 

tern, Little Tern, Sandwich Tern, Lesser and Greater Crested Terns, it was marvelous, every salt pan 

held a huge number of birds.  

 

We couldn’t get down from the jeeps for the most part, it is a condition of our entrance on this private 

site, but at one designated area were could stretch our legs over a length of the embankment. We 

scanned a group of terns and found Gull-billed Terns with some Brown-headed Gulls and dozens of 

Caspian Terns. 

 

The return journey across the salt pans was just as exciting because we found more species, the Little 

Pratincole was a great find, we saw half a dozen of those and then we found two Red-necked 

Phalaropes, they were a little distant and were in choppy water with a bunch of Redshanks that were 

also swimming just like Phalaropes! 

 

Finally, we turned away from pans and took a track that skirted the marshes, we had pools and marshes 

on our left and forest on our right. It was a little more sheltered there and in bright sunlight the birding 

was fantastic. We added Watercock to our list, also Eurasian Spoonbill but the egrets, herons and ibis 

looked superb in the morning light. 

 



One bird we were shown in the forested area was a Bay-backed Shrike, this is a vagrant species to 

Sri Lanka and it appears that the same individual has returned to the very same spot this winter as it 

did last year when I also saw it. It is a beautiful bird but, it always seems to be in a place where the 

heat and the light is too intense for successful photography. Success  

 

Caspian Terns, Great Crested Tern, Gull-billed Tern and Little Stint 

 

 
 

We left the park at 11am and returned to the hotel where we had a very long lunch break followed by 

a couple of hours of relaxation during the heat of the day. It was 4pm when we met up again, the heat 

and intense light had abated, and the wind had dropped significantly. 

 

It took just 10 minutes to reach the ‘Giant Tank’ of Tissamaharama where another plethora of waders, 

herons, egrets etc. awaited our attention. Before we scanned the huge shoreline of the reservoir we 

found a good number of species in the scrub and open grassland around the water’s edge.  

 

Jacobin Cuckoo 

 

 
 



Jacobin Cuckoos appeared almost common, we must have seen 3 or 4 of them in one small area, what 

a great looking bird. We also had great views of Oriental Skylark, Ashy-headed Sparrow-lark, 

Paddyfield and Richard’s Pipits, Asian Koel, Purple Sunbirds and to our great delight a bunch of 

Indian Thick-knees. 

 

Scanning the shoreline was marvelous, it took ages to sift through hundreds of waders, I loved it. We 

found our first Temminck’s Stint, we had great views of Kentish & Little Ringed Plovers and 

hundreds of Lesser Sand Plovers. I couldn’t believe the number of Terns we saw over the marsh, there 

were thousands of them. We added Common Tern to our list, this was our ninth species of tern!  

 

The afternoon light was superb a flock of feeding Eurasian Spoonbills looked fantastic some of them 

were coming into breeding plumage too. Our guide Saman had to drag us away, the light was fading 

and most birds we flying off to their roost. The sky was full of birds, all heading off to roost too, 

hundreds of Mynas, Parakeets, flocks of Munias, Sparrows and Larks and long lines of Cormorants, 

egrets and storks. 

 

Saman had one final treat for us when we got back to the hotel, it was almost dark and he took us 

around the back of one of the pools in the garden and called out a Jerdon’s Nightjar, wow! how 

fantastic was that. The bird flew around our heads and then alighted at the top of a dead tree giving 

us wonderful views. This was our 104th species of the day!! Furthermore, dozens of huge Flying Foxes 

were leaving their roost, they filled the sky above us. Phew! I need a cold beer and that is exactly 

what I had. 

 

DAY 12 – FRIDAY 14TH FEBRUARY 2020 
 

TRANSFER FROM TISSAMAHARAMA TO MARISSA ON THE SOUTH 
COAST WITH STOPS AT TISSA TANK, PALLEMALALA TANK & 
HAMBANTOTA SALT PANS 
 
WEATHER: after torrential rain overnight we had a cool, cloudy day, it was still quite humid. Temp 

25C 

 
 

Asian Koel 

 

We were all packed and ready to go at 9:30pm most of the group had walked the gardens taking 

pictures or watching our ‘garden’ birds. The Asian Koel was feeding on fruit we saw both sexes, the 

female sporting the most striking plumage. Asian Paradise Flycatcher was found by Nigel, a good 

find that had to be added to the hotel’s garden list.  



 

Pale-billed Flowerpecker, Purple Sunbird and about 10 other common species were noted before we 

went in for a lovely breakfast. It was 9:30 am when we left our lovely hotel and grounds, we expected 

to be on the road for 3-4 hours with a few stops for birding. Mirissa, on the south coast, was our 

destination for our final two nights. 

 

Flying Fox 

 

 
 

We stopped just outside of Tissamaharama to look at a colony of Flying Foxes, over 10,000 of them 

roost in the mature trees along the banks of the Tissa Tank, it was an incredible sight, some Indian 

Cormorants were nesting in the same trees, I don’t know how they tolerated the noise and the smell!  

 

We scanned the floating rafts of water hyacinths for a Black Bittern without luck, but there were tons 

of other birds out there. The Pheasant-tailed Jacana was very common as was Purple Swamphen, 

White-breasted Waterhen and Indian Pond Heron. Purple Herons were dotted all over the marsh with 

Great Egret, Grey Heron, Painted Storks and Black-headed Ibis. As we walked along a lane scanning 

the ‘tank’ every so often we found Jerdon’s Leafbird, White-winged and Whiskered Terns and to our 

great delight a new species for the list, the Baya Weaver. 

 

After an hour or so we moved on driving along the south coast heading westward towards Galle, we 

made a second stop at a small ‘tank’ called Pallemalala. This was also full of birds. I couldn’t believe 

the number of species on such a small body of water. We added three new species to the list, Common 

Moorhen, Little Grebe and Garganey. The rest of the species seen included: Yellow Bittern, Gull-

billed Tern, Lesser Whistling Duck, Pheasant-tailed Jacana, Purple Heron, Purple Swamphen, 

Common Redshank, Marsh Sandpiper and Purple Heron. 

 

After another 30 minutes on the road we made our last stop at a series of roadside Salt Pans called 

Hambantota, again there was a huge number of birds seen. It was raining lightly when we got out of 

the bus so we didn’t stay long. Many waders fed in the disused pans, mostly birds we had listed 

yesterday but Great Thick-knee sat on a bank and three Greater Sand Plovers were also present. Over 

100 Black-winged Stilts were counted as we scanned for Northern Pintail and any other ducks. We 

left empty handed, no new species were seen. 



 

It was 3pm by the time we checked into our rooms at the Paradise Beach Hotel, our spacious rooms 

overlooked a beautiful beach and the sea. We spent the afternoon relaxing and went for dinner at 7pm. 

The bird-log revealed a count of 243 species so far. Tomorrow morning, we are heading out on a 

small ship to look for Blue Whales and anything else that moves in or above the ocean. 

 

DAY 13 – SATURDAY 15TH FEBRUARY 2020 
 
WHALE WATCHING CRUISE – VISIT TO KIRALAKALE TANKS 
 

Our exciting whale watching trip start at 5:45 in the lobby of the hotel, we were then driven a short 

distance to the quayside at Marissa, after a briefing we walked to the harbour and boarded the boat 

with about 10 other people.  

 

Believe it or not there is a Striated Heron on the railing of this boat – taken by Nigel Bleaken 

 

 
 

Glenda found a STRIATED HERON sitting on a moored boat in the quay, this was a new bird for the 

list. A couple of tern species were quartering the harbour, we saw Greater Crested and Common 

Terns. 

 

We left the harbour and it wasn’t long before our first BLUE WHALE was sighted, how exciting was 

that. We saw its back and not much else, over the next 30 minutes we saw another 2 or 3 at varying 

distances from the boat. The Whales seemed to be feeding quite near the shore but to see the 

SPINNER DOLPHINS we had to head off to deeper water a lot further out. 

 

We set off into the wind on a turning tide which meant a lot of sea-spray came onto the boat, some of 

the group got a bit of a soaking. We eventually found the Dolphins but they simple swam along and 

refused to perform their ‘spinning’ feat, it was a bit disappointing. 

 



A couple of people on the trip saw a GREEN TURTLE but none of our group managed to see it. On 

the way back to the harbour we bumped into another couple of BLUE WHALES, but once again we 

never saw a ‘breach’ or a tail-flip. 

 

Spinner Dolphins by the side of this boat – Nigel Bleaken 

 

 
 

It you had never seen a BLUE WHALE before then this trip would have been of great excitement to 

you, so most of the group were happy with the findings. 

 

After a long lunch break and a siesta we met again at 3:30pm for a visit to an area of marshes known 

as Kiralakale, it is a conservation area but rice fields surround the marshes and I fear it won’t be long 

before the marsh disappears. 

 

 
 

We had a few target species that remained elusive and after two hours we only found two of them! 

There were plenty of birds to see, storks, pelicans, herons, spoonbills, egrets, ibis and bitterns. Small 

flocks of Whistling Ducks flew over we also saw Red-wattled Lapwing, Purple Swamphen, Green, 

Blue-tailed and Chestnut-crowned Bee-eaters. 

 



Flocks of Tricoloured Munias were seen and Zitting Cisticolas were quite numerous. Birds of prey 

drifted over quite often, they were White-bellied Sea Eagle and Brahminy Kite. In the scrub along 

one of the supply canals we found White-bellied Drongo, Stork-billed, White-throated & Common 

Kingfishers, Coppersmith Barbet and a lovely male Asian Paradise Flycatcher. 

 

We staked out in the rice fields hoping for a Marsh harrier to come in and whilst doing so we found 

a flock of Streaked Weavers, a new bird for most of the group.  

 

Before we left we made one last stop on the main causeway and that is when a Marsh harrier did fly 

over, it turned out to be the last bird to be added to our list. 

 

We had our last evening meal at 8pm, tomorrow we head back to the airport for our departure with 

no plans for any birding stops, but who knows what we might see on the way to the airport? 

 

DAY 14 – SUNDAY 16TH  FEBRUARY 2020 

 

TRANSFER FROM MIRISSA TO COLOMBO AIRPORT 

 
We had a leisurely morning, taking breakfast at 8am and then meeting up again around 11:30 to 

load up the bus and set off for Colombo. A few birds were seen around the hotel grounds, Great 

Coucal, Common Tailorbird, Chestnut-headed Bee-eater, House Crow, Spotted Dove and Red-

vented Bulbul. 

 

 

Our journey took us to Galle where we stopped for a while to buy gifts, we also stopped for lunch 

and for a tea and cakes in the afternoon. It was after 6pm when we were dropped off at the Airport. 

We said goodbye to Saman our bird guide and Indu our excellent driver, they were a great team. 

 

The trip was finally over as we boarded our flights back to the UK around 10pm local time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHECKLIST OF SPECIES 3RD  – 16TH FEBRUARY 2019 
 
 
 
 
 

  

ENGLISH NAME 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME 
DATE SEEN 

LIF

E 

TR

P 

03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

1.  Barred Buttonquail Turnix suscitator            X     
2.  Sri Lanka Spurfowl Galloperdix bicalcarata        X X        
3.  Sri Lanka Junglefowl Gallus lafayettii   X X X X  X X   X     
4.  Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus       X X  X X X X X   
5.  Lesser Whistling Duck Dendrocygna javanica          X   X X   
6.  Cotton Pygmy Goose Nettapus coromandelianus           X      
7.  Garganey Anas querquedula              X   
8.  Painted Stork Mcyteria leucocephala          X X X X X   
9.  Asian Openbill Anastomus oscitans   X X   X X   X  X X   
10.  Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus       X    X X     
11.  Black-headed Ibis Threskiornis melanocephalus     X     X X X X X   
12.  Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia             X X   
13.  Yellow Bittern Ixobrychus sinensis           X  X X   
14.  Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax           X X X    
15.  Striated Heron Butorides striata               X  
16.  Indian Pond Heron Ardeola grayii   X X  X    X X X X X   
17.  Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis   X  X X X X X X X X X X   
18.  Grey Heron Ardea cinerea          X X X X X   
19.  Purple Heron Ardea purpurea           X X X X   
20.  Great Egret Ardea alba       X X  X X X X X   
21.  Intermediate Egret Egretta intermedia   X  X     X X X X X   
22.  Little Egret Egretta garzetta   X        X X X X   
23.  Spot-billed Pelican Pelecanus philippensis           X X X X   
24.  Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis              X   
25.  Little Cormorant Phalacrocorax niger   X X 

 

X X X 
 

   X 
X 

X X X   
26.  Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo              
27.  Indian Cormorant Phalacrocorax fuscicollis           X  X X   
28. 3
1. 

Darter Anhinga melanogaster           X X X X   
29. 3
3. 

Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus          X       
30. 3
4. 

Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus        X  X X X X    



  

ENGLISH NAME 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME 
DATE SEEN 

LIF
E 
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03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

31. 3
5. 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus            X X    
32. 3
6. 

White-bellied Sea Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster       X   X X X X    
33. 3
7. 

Grey-headed Fish Eagle Icthyophago ichthyaetus           X X     
34. 3
8. 

Shikra Accipiter badius         X  X      
35. 3
9. 

Besra Accipeter virgatus   X   X           
36. 4
0. 

Oriental Honey Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus   X X X   X X   X     
37.  Hymalayan Buzzard   Buteo burmanicus      X           
38. 4
1. 

Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela     X  X X X X X X     
39.  Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus               X  
40. 4
2. 

Indian Black Eagle Ictinaetus malayensis        X X        
41. 4
3. 

Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus          X X      
42. 4
4. 

Rufous-bellied Eagle Laphotriorchis kienerii        X         
43. 4
5. 

Changeable (Crested) Hawk Eagle Nisaetus cirrhatus   X  X     X  X X    
44.  Mountain Hawk Eagle Nisaetus kelaarti         X        
45.  Slaty-legged Crake Rallina eurizonoides     X            
46. 4
6. 

White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus      X   X X X  X X   
47.  Watercock Gallicrex cinera             X    
48. 4
7. 

Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio           X  X X   
49. 4
8. 

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus              X   
50. 4
9. 

Pheasant-tailed Jacana Hydrophasianus chirurgus           X  X X   
51. 5
0. 

Indian Thick-knee Burhinus oedicnemus indicus             X    
52. 5
1. 

Great Stone Curlew Esacus recurvirostris            X X X   
53. 5
2. 

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus          X X X X X   
54. 5
3. 

Yellow-wattled Lapwing Vanellus malabaricus           X  X    
55. 5
4. 

Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus   X   X     X X X X   
56. 5
5. 

Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva           X  X    
57. 5
6. 

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola           X  X X   
58. 5
7. 

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius           X X X    
59. 5
8. 

Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrines             X X   
60. 5
9. 

Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus             X X   
61. 6
0. 

Greater Sand Plover Charadrius leschenaultii             X X   
62. 6
1. 

Pin-tailed Snipe Gallinago stenura            X X    
63. 6
2. 

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa             X    
64. 6
6. 

Common Redshank Tringa totanus           X  X X   
65. 6
7. 

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis           X  X X   
66. 6
8. 

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia           X  X    
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TR
P 

03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

67. 6
9. 

Green Sandpiper   Tringa ochropus            X     
68. 7
0. 

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola          X X X X X   
69. 7
1. 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos           X X X    
70. 7
2. 

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres             X    
71. 7
3. 

Little Stint Calidris minuta           X  X    
72. 7
4. 

Temminck’s Stint Calidris temminckii             X    
73. 7
5. 

  Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea              X    
74. 7
6. 

Ruff Philomachus  pugnax             X    
75.  Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus             X    
76.  Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola             X    
77.  Oriental Pratincole Glareola maldivarum             X    
78. 7
7. 

Small Pratincole Glareola lactea             X    
79. 7
8. 

Brown-headed Gull Chroiceocephalus brunnicephalus             X    
80. 7
9. 

Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica           X  X X   
81. 8
0. 

Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia           X  X X   
82. 8
1. 

Lesser Crested Tern Thelasseus benglensis           X  X    
83. 8
2. 

Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis           X  X    
84. 8
3. 

Greater Crested Tern Thelasseus bergii             X    
85. 8
4. 

Common Tern Sternula hirundo             X X   
86. 8
5. 

Little Tern Sternula albifrons             X    
87. 8
6. 

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida          X X X X X   
88. 8
7. 

White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopteryx             X X   
89. 8
8. 

Rock Dove Columba livia   X X X X X   X X  X X   
90. 8
9. 

Sri Lanka Woodpigeon Columba torringtoniae      X           
91.  Collared Dove Steptopelia decaocto             X    
92. 9
0. 

Spotted Dove Stigmatopelia chinensis   X X X X X X X X X X X X   
93. 9
1. 

Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica    X X  X X X   X    X 
94. 9
2. 

Orange-breasted Green Pigeon Treron bicinctus          X X      
95. 9
3. 

Sri Lanka  Green Pigeon Treron pompadora    X      X X X X    
96. 9
4. 

Green Imperial Pigeon Ducula aenea   X X   X X X  X X X X   
97. 9
5. 

Sri Lanka Hanging Parrot Loiculus beryllinus   X X X  X X X X       
98. 9
6. 

Alexandrine Parakeet Psittacula eupatria   X X X       X     
99. 9
7. 

Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri    X X     X X X X X   
100. 9
8. 

Plum-headed Parakeet Psittacula cyanocephela     X   X         
101. 9
9. 

Layard's Parakeet Psittacula calthorpae    X   X X X        
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102. 1
00. 

Jacobin Cuckoo Clamator jacobinus             X    
103. 1
02. 

Common Hawk Cuckoo Hierococcyx varius    X    X         
104.  Banded Bay Cuckoo Cacomantis sonneratii    X             
105. 1
03. 

Grey-bellied Cuckoo Cacaomantis passerinus     X     X  X X    
106.  Drongo Cuckoo Surniculus lugubris            X     
107. 1
04. 

Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopaceus   H H       X  X X   
108. 1
05. 

Blue-faced Malkoha Rhopodytes viridirostris          X  H     
109. 1
06. 

Red-faced Malkoha Phaenicophaeus pyrrhocephalus        X         
110.  Sirkeer Malkoha Taccocua leschenaultii          X       
111.  Greater Coucal   Centropus sinensis    X  H       X X  X 
112. 1
08. 

Green-billed Coucal Centropus chlororhynchos        X X        
113. 1
09. 

Sri Lanka Frogmouth Batrachostomus moniliger        X         
114. 1
10. 

Indian Nightjar Caprimulgus asiaticus            X     
115.  Jerdon’s Nightjar Caprimulgus atripennis             X    
116. 1
11. 

Serendib Scops-Owl Otus thilohoffmanni   X              
117. 1
12. 

Collared Scops Owl Otus bakkamoena   X              
118. 1
13. 

Jungle Owlet Glaucidium radiatum           X      
119. 1
14. 

Chestnut-backed Owlet Glaucidium castanotum    X    X H        
120.  Barn Owl Tyto alba           X      
121. 1
16. 

Brown Fish Owl Ketupa zeylonensis          X X      
122. 1
17. 

Brown Wood Owl Strix leptogrammica       X          
123. 1
18. 

Indian Swiftlet Aerodramus unicolor     X X X   X X      
124.  Brown-backed Needletail Hirundapus giganteus   X              
125. 1
19. 

Asian Palm Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis          X  X     
126. 1
20. 

Little Swift Apus affinis   X    X    X      
127. 1
21. 

Crested Treeswift Hemiprocne coronata     X   X X   X X    
128. 1
22. 

Indian Roller Coracias benghalensis          X X X  X   
129. 1
23. 

Green Bee-eater Merops orientalis          X X X X X   
130. 1
24. 

Blue-tailed Bee-eater Merops philippinus     X   X X X X X X X   
131. 1
25. 

Chestnut-headed Bee-eater Merops leschenaulti   X  X  X   X X X     
132. 1
26. 

Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis   X X X      X      
133. 1
27. 

White-throated Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis   X X X   X X X X X X X   
134. 1
29. 

Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis   X X  X    X X X X    
135. 1
30. 

Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis           X X X X   
136. 1
31. 

Malabar Trogon Harpactes fasciatus   X     X         
137. 1
32. 

Common Hoopoe Upupa epops          X  X     
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138. 1
33. 

Brown-headed Barbet Megalaima zeylanica   H X    X X X X X     
139. 1
34. 

Yellow-fronted Barbet Megalaima flavifrons   X X X  X X X X       
140. 1
35. 

Crimson-fronted Barbet Megalaima rubricapillus     X   X         
141. 1
36. 

Coppersmith Barbet Megalaima haemacephala          X X X X    
142. 1
37. 

Sri Lanka Grey Hornbill Ocyceros gingalensis   X X   X  X   X     
143. 1
38. 

Malabar Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros coronatus          X  X  X   
144.  Brown-capped Pygmy Woodpecker Dendrocopus manus        X    X     
145.  Rufous Woodpecker Micropternus brachyurus            X     
146. 1
39. 

Yellow-crowned Woodpecker Dendrocopos mahrattensis            X     
147. 1
40. 

Lesser Yellow-nape Picus chlorolophus    X    X         
148. 1
41. 

Lesser Golden-backed (black-rumped) 
F 

Dinopium benghalense                 
149. 1
42. 

Lesser Sri Lanka Flameback   Dinopium psarodes    X    X X   X     
150. 1
43. 

Greater Sri Lanka Flameback Chrysocolaptes stricklandi   X X   X          
151. 1
44. 

White-naped Woodpecker Chrysocolaptes festivus           X   X   
152.  Indian Pitta Pitta brachyura    X        X     
153. 1
46. 

Sri Lanka Woodshrike Tephrodornis affinis          X X X     
154.  Black-headed Cuckooshrike Coracina macei     X     X X      
155. 1
47. 

Small Minivet Pericrocotus cinnamomeus    X X      X      
156. 1
48. 

Scarlet Minivet Pericrocotus flammeus     X X  X X        
157. 1
49. 

Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus picatus     X            
158. 1
50. 

Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus    X X  X   X X X  X   
159.  Bay-backed Shrike Lanius vittatus             X    
160. 1
51. 

Common Iora Aegithina tiphia    X X   X         
161. 1
52. 

Marshall’s Iora Aegithina nigrolutea          X X X  X   
162. 1
53. 

Jerdon’s Leafbird Chloropsis jerdoni     X   X      X   
163. 1
54. 

Golden-fronted Leafbird Chloropsis aurifrons    X X   X         
164. 1
55. 

Black-hooded Oriole Oriolus xanthornus   X X X   X X  X X     
165. 1
56. 

Sri Lanka Blue Magpie Urocissa ornata       X  X        
166. 1
57. 

House Crow Corvus splendens   X X X  X    X  X X   
167. 1
58. 

Large-billed Crow/Jungle Crow Corvus macrorhynchos     X X X   X X  X X   
168. 1
59. 

Sand Martin Riparia riparia             X    
169. 1
60. 

Barn Swallow Dicrurus caerulescens   X    X   X X X X X   
170. 1
61. 

Hill Swallow Hirundo (tahitica) domicola     X X           
171. 1
62. 

Sri Lanka Swallow Cecropis (daurica) hyperythra     X   X  X X X     
172. 1
64. 

White-bellied Drongo Dicrurus caerulescens   X X X  X X X X       
173.  Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus         X        
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174. 1
65. 

Sri Lanka Drongo Dicrurus lophorhinus        X X        
175. 1
66. 

Forest Wagtail Dendronanthus indicus      X X     X     
176. 1
67. 

Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava          X X X X    
177. 1
69. 

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea    X  X      X     
178. 1
70. 

Paddyfield Pipit Anthus rufulus      X       X    
179.  Richard’s Pipit Anthus Richardi      X     X  X    
180.  Blyth’s Pipit Anthus godlewskii           X      
181. 1
71. 

Jerdon's Bushlark Mirafra affinis          X   X X     
182. 1
72. 

Oriental Skylark Alauda gulgula           X  X    
183. 1
73. 

Ashy-crowned Sparrow Lark Eremopterix griseus           X  X    
184. 1
74. 

Black-capped Bulbul Pycnonotus melanicterus    X X    X        
185. 1
75. 

Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer   X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
186. 1
76. 

Yellow-eared Bulbul Pycnonotus penicillatus     X X X          
187. 1
77. 

White-browed Bulbul Pycnonotus luteolus     X   X     X    
188. 1
78. 

Yellow-browed Bulbul Acritillas indica   X X X  X X X     X   
189. 1
79. 

Black Bulbul Hypsipetes leucocephalus   X X X  X X X X       
190. 1
80. 

Grey-breasted Prinia Prinia hodgsonii          X       
191. 1
81. 

Jungle Prinia Prinia sylvatica          X  X     
192. 1
82. 

Ashy Prinia Prinia socialis     X X X     X     
193.  Plain Prinia Prinia inornata          X X X X X   
194. 1
84. 

Common Tailorbird Orthotomus sutorius    X X X X  X X X     X 
195. 1
85. 

Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis      X    X  X     
196. 1
86. 

Sri Lanka Bush Warbler Elaphrornis palliseri     X X           
197. 1
87. 

Clamorous Reed Warbler Acrocephalus stentoreus             X    
198.  Blyth’s Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum      X           
199. 1
88. 

Green Warbler Phylloscopus (trochiloides) nitidus     X X           
200. 1
89. 

Large-billed Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus magnirostris      X           
201. 1
90. 

White-browed Fantail Rhipidura aureola     X  X X X X       
202. 1
91. 

Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea       X X X        
203. 1
92. 

Asian Paradise-flycatcher Terpsiphone        X X   X X    
204. 1
93. 

Brown-capped Babbler Pellorneum fuscocapillus    X             
205. 1
94. 

Sri Lanka Scimitar Babbler Pomatorhinus melanurus      X X          
206. 1
95. 

Dark-fronted Babbler Rhopocichla atriceps        X X        
207. 1
96. 

Tawny-bellied Babbler Dumetia hyperythra     X            
208. 1
97. 

Yellow-eyed Babbler Chrysomma sinense          X       
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209. 1
98. 

Orange-billed Babbler Turdoides rufescens   X X    X X X       
210. 1
99. 

Yellow-billed Babbler Turdoides affinis   X X X   X X X X X X X   
211. 2
00. 

Ashy-headed Laughing-thrush Garrulax cinereifrons        X X        
212. 2
01. 

Sri Lanka Hill Myna Gracula ptilogenys        X X        
213. 2
02. 

Lesser Hill Myna Gracula religiosa    X X            
214. 2
03. 

Common Myna Acridotheres tristis   X X X X X X  X X X X X X X 
215. 2
04. 

White-faced Starling Sturnus albofrontatus        X         
216. 2
07. 

Sri Lanka Whistling Thrush Myophonus blighi     X            
217. 2
08. 

Pied Thrush Zoothera wardii      X           
218.  Orange-headed Thrush Zoothera wardii            X     
219. 2
09. 

Spot-winged Thrush Zoothera spiloptera    X     X        
220. 2
10. 

Sri Lanka Thrush Zoothera (dauma) imbricata        X X        
221. 2
11. 

Indian Blackbird Turdus simillimus     X            
222.  Indian Blue Robin Luscinia brunnea     X    X        
223. 2
12. 

Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis   X X X X X X X X X X  X   
224. 2
13. 

White-rumped Shama Copsychus malabarricus            X     
225. 2
14. 

Indian Robin Saxicoloides fulicatus     X    X X X X X X   
226. 2
15. 

Pied Bushchat Saxicola caprata      X           
227. 2
16. 

Asian Brown Flycatcher Muscicapa dauurica   X X   X X X        
228. 2
17. 

Brown-breasted Flycatcher Muscicapa muttui      X  X X   X     
229. 2
18. 

Kashmir Flycatcher Ficedula subrubra      X           
230. 2
19. 

Dull-blue Flycatcher Eumyias sordidus     X X X          
231.  Tickell's Blue Flycatcher Cyornis tickelliae   X X   X     X     
232. 2
21. 

Grey-headed Canary-Flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis     X X X          
233. 2
22. 

Legg’s Flowerpecker Dicaeum vincens    X    X X        
234. 2
23. 

Pale-billed Flowerpecker Dicaeum erythrorhynchos   X X X X  X  X X X  X   
235. 2
24. 

Purple-rumped Sunbird Nectarinia zeylonica   X X X   X X X X X     
236. 2
25. 

Purple Sunbird Nectarinia asiatica          X X  X    
237. 2
26. 

Loten’s (Long-billed ) Sunbird Nectarinia lotenia   X    X     X     
238. 2
27. 

Oriental White-eye Zosterops palpebrosus   X X   X    X   X   
239. 2
28. 

Sri Lanka White-eye Zosterops ceylonensis     X X           
240. 2
29. 

Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis   X   X   X        
241. 2
30. 

Great Tit Parus major     X X           
242. 2
31. 

Streaked Weaver Ploceus manyar            X     
243. 2
32. 

Baya Weaver Ploceus philippinus              X   
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244. 2
33. 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus     X X X      X    
245. 2
35. 

White-rumped Munia Lonchura striata    X X  X X X        
246. 2
36. 

Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata     X  X    X X X X   
247. 2
37. 

Black-throated Munia Lonchura kelaarti      X   X        
248. 2
38. 

Tricoloured (Black-headed)  Munia Lonchura malacca      X    X    X   
                    

                   

 

 

 

BUTTERFLIES  

1.  Pea Blue Lampides boeticus X 

2.  Common Emigrant Catopsilla crocale X 

3.  Common Grass Yellow Eurema hecabe simulata X 

4.  Small Grass Yellow Eurema brigitta X 

5.  Three-spot Grass Yellow  Eurema blanda citrina X 

6.  Lemon Emigrant Catopsilia Pomona pomona X 

7.  Common Sailor Neptis hylas varmona X 

8.  Plain Tiger Danaus chrysippus X 

9.  Common Bluebottle  Graphium sarpedan teredon X 

10.  Common Rose  Pachliopta aristolochiae ceylonica X 

11.  Crimson Rose Atrophaneura hector X 

12.  Common Birdwing Troides helena X 

13.  Common Mormon Papilio polytes X 

14.  Blue Mormon Papilio polymnestor parinda X 

15.  Ceylon Tree Nymph Idea iasonia X 

16.    Bush Hopper   Ampitta dioscorides singa X 

17.    White Four-ring   Ypthima ceylonica X 

18.    Common Leopard   Phalanta phalantha phalantha X 

19.    Common Indian Crow   Euploea core asela X 

20.     Great Crow   Euploea phaenareta X 

21.    Common Cerulean   Jamides celeno tissama X 

22.    Plains Cupid   Chilades pandava lanka X 

23.    Small Cupid   Chilades parrhasius nila X 

24.    Indian Cupid   Everes lacturnus X 
25.    Indian Red Admiral   Vanessa indica nubicola X 



26.    Common Banded Demon   Notocrypta paralysos X 

27.    Red Pierrot   Talicada nyseus nyseus X 

28.    Angled Pierrot   Caleta decidia X 

29.    Common Pierrot   Castalius rosimon X 

30.    Common Mime   Chilasa clytia lankeswara X 

31.    Commander   Moducaza procris calidasa X 

32.    Grey Pansy   Junonia atlites atlites X 

33.    Lemon Pansy   Junonia lemonias vaisya X 

34.    Blue Tiger   Tirumala limniace X 

35.    Dark Blue Tiger   Tirumala septentrionis musikanos X 

36.    Glassy Tiger   Parantica aglea  X 

37.    Common Lascar   Pantoporia hordonia sinuata X 

38.    Clipper   Parthenos sylvia cyaneus X 

39.    Great Eggfly   Hypolimnas bolina bolina X 

40.    Monkey Puzzle   Rathinda amor X 

41.    Painted Sawtooth   Prioneris sita X 

42.    Striped Albatross   Appias libyhea libythea X 

43.    Common Gull   Cepora Nerissa phyrne X 

44.    Common Evening Brown   Melanitis leda leda X 

45.    Medus Brown   Orsotriaena medus mandata X 

46.    Sri Lankan Black Flat   Celaenorrhinus spilothyrus X 

47.    Tiny Grass Blue   Zizina hylax hylax  X 

48.    Lesser Grassy Blue   Zizina Otis indica X 
49.    Pale Four Lineblue   Nacaduba hermus X 

50.    Common Lineblue   Prosatos nora ardates X 
51.    Small Salmon Arab   Colotis amata modestus X 

52.    Gram Blue   Euchrysops cnejus cnejus X 

53.    Common Palmfly   Elymnias hypermnestra fraterna X 
54.       
55.     

 

DRAGONFLIES  

1.    Sapphire Flutterer   Rhyothemis triangularis X 
2.    Variegated Flutterer   Rhyothermis variegata X 
3.    Pied Parasol   Neurothemis tullia tullia X 
4.    Asian Skimmer   Orthetrum glaucum X 

 

 



 

 

MAMMALS  

1.  Common flying fox Pteropus giganteus giganteus X 

2.  Ceylon Grey Langur Semnopithecus priam thersites X 

3.  Purple-Faced Leaf Monkey Trachypithecus vetulus vetulus X 

4.  Bear Monkey Trachypithecus vetulus monticola X 

5.  Toque Monkey Macaca sinica sinica X 

6.  Mountain Toque Monkey Macaca sinica pisthomelas X 

7. X Western Ceylon Palm Squirrel Funambulus palmarum favonicus X 

8.  Ceylon Dusky-Stripped jungle Squirrel Funambulus sublineatus obscurus X 

9.  Highland Ceylon Giant Squirrel Ratufa macroura macroura X 

10.  Blue Whale Balaenoptera musculus X 

11. X Spinner Dolphin Stenella longirostris X 

12.  Common Ceylon Grey Mongoose Herpestes edwardsi lanka X 

13.  Ceylon Ruddy Mongoose Herpestes smithi zeylanicus X 

14.  Striped-Necked Mongoose Herpestes vitticollis X 

15.  Ceylon Jungle Cat Felis chaus kelaarti X 

16.  Ceylon Elephant Elephas maximus maximus X 

17.  Indian Wild Pig Sus scrofa cristatus X 

18.  Ceylon Spotted Deer Axis axis ceylonensis X 

19.  Barking Deer Muntiacus muntjak X 

20.  Sambhur Cervus unicolor unicolor X 

21.  Indian Water Buffalo Bubalus bubalis bubalis X 

 

 
 

REPTILES  

1.  Mugger Crocodile Crocodylus palustris X 

2.   Saltwater Crocodile Crocodylus porosus X 

3.  Green Turtle Chelonia mydas X 

4.  Water Monitor Varanus salvator X 

5.  Land Monitor Varanus bengalensis X 

6.  Sri Lanka Kangaroo Lizard Otocryptis wiegmanni X 

7.  Common House Gecko Hemidactylus frenatus X 

8.  Black-lipped Lizard Calotes nigrilabris X 

9.  Common Garden Lizard Calotes vericolor X 



10.  Sri Lanka Green Vine Snake Ahaetulla nasuta X 

11.  Sinharaja Bronzeback Tree Snake Dendrelaphis sinharajensis X 

12.  Indian Rat Snake Ptyas mucosa X 

13.  Indian Cobra Naja naja X 

 


