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For the last couple of days Beth and Barbara have been with us and today four more clients, Rita, 

Anne, Sandra & Chris, joined us to form the group for this eight-day tour of Andalucia looking for 

migrating birds and resident breeding species.........  

DAY 1 -  MONDAY 6TH APRIL 2015 

MALAGA AIRPORT - DESEMBOCADURA DE GUADALHORCE -  GAUCIN 

The trip finally started at 12 noon when I collected the last of the group, Rita and Ann. Barbara and 

Beth had already arrived on the 4th and I had collected Sandra and Chris at 10am from a hotel 

near Malaga airport. 

WHITE-HEADED DUCK (taken by 

Sandra Woodruff) 

All seven of us went to the 

Guadalhorce nature reserve which is 

found at the beach area near the 

airport, the imposing buildings of 

central  Malaga could be seen in the 

background. Despite seeing over 50 

species in a couple of hours I was a 

bit disappointed as there were very 

few migrants on show especially 

waders. However, enough goodies 

were present to keep the group happy. The Star bird was the White-headed Duck we saw several 

pairs with Common Pochard, Northern Shoveler, Gadwall and Mallard. Both Little and Black-necked 

Grebes looked splendid in their summer plumage. 

From the raised banks we had great views of the surrounding scrubland but very few birds were 

found, Goldfinches, Greenfinches, Serins, Crested Lark, Corn Bunting and Sardinian Warblers were 

the pick of the bunch.  

From the hides it was just the same, instead of hordes of waders feeding in a frenzy of activity we 

saw singles of Redshank, Greenshank, Pied Avocet and small numbers of Kentish & Little-ringed 

Plovers. Good numbers of  Black-winged Stilts were outnumbered only by Great Cormorants. A 

couple of Ruddy Turnstone were seen feeding along the beach at the tide-line. 



 A beautiful array of flowers along 

the raised bank down to the 

beach 

We left the area around 3pm and our 

drive along the coastal road was 

uneventful, the sun disappeared 

behind clouds, the wind picked up 

and temperature dropped. By the 

time we got to Sierra Crestellina near 

Casares it was quite cold. At this 

impressive mountain, with its twin 

peaks enshrouded in mist, we 

stopped to watch an aerial display by 35 Griffon Vultures, we also saw a Bonelli’s Eagle sitting on 

its nest. 

The bad weather curtailed our birding, we drove up to the village of Gaucin where the group were 

taken to their apartments. We met up for dinner at 7pm and Dawn, my wife, served a delicious 

home-cooked Chicken Tajine, a nice glass of Rioja helped it go down. 

DAY 2 – TUESDAY APRIL 7TH 2015 

RIO GENAL – CASARES TO SECADERO TRACK (RIO GUADIARO) – SAN ENRIQUE 

WOODS – LAGUNA TORREGUADIARO – PINAR DEL REY  

Well we expected bad weather today and we certainly got it, it was dull and overcast for most of the 

day with a biting cold wind, not good conditions for birding I’m afraid. But we soldiered on regardless 

starting at the Rio Genal immediately after breakfast. Not much was on show, the wind was quite 

strong and most birds were keeping their heads down. A Cetti’s Warbler, a couple of Common 

Nightingales and a Blackcap sang from 

the dense riverside scrub and a small 

party of Cirl Buntings showed well and 

that was about it for a quick birding 

stop. 

 

Woodchat Shrike - one of our first 

sightings today 

  



Our drive to the Casares – Secadero track went without a single sighting except for a dozen or so 

of Griffon Vultures soaring in the winds above Sierra Crestellina. We did have a nice half-an-hour at 

the Rio Genal at the bottom of the hill from Casares. There we found 5 Short-toed Eagles, 2 Booted 

Eagles and about 25 Griffon Vultures, a Woodchat Shrike sat up nicely for our cameras whilst 

Goldfinches, Serins, Corn Buntings and Greenfinches did their best to stay out of the strong gusts 

of wind.  

the group drinking hot chocolate 

in the only sunshine of the day. 

Another stop further along the valley 

produced a few more sightings but 

the wind played havoc with or 

binoculars and my clients got quite 

cold and fed up. More Booted Eagles 

showed well, we also added Little-

ringed Plover, Green Sandpiper, 

Little Egret, Bee-eater (me only), 

Sardinian Warbler and Mallard to the 

day list. 

A nice warm hot chocolate (I can’t believe I’m writing this, it’s supposed to be Spain in April!!) was 

consumed in Secadero where the sun came out for a while and we all warmed up a little. We ate 

our lunch as soon as we got into San Enrique Woods whilst Common Nightingales and Blackcaps 

cheered us up with their summery renditions. A Wryneck called out so we followed the sound and 

got a few brief views of it, the same happened with an Iberian Chiffchaff shortly afterwards, although 

this bird was a little more obliging.  

From the woods we walked to the Rio Guadiaro, I saw a Common Kingfisher but no-one else did, 

we all saw Little-ringed Plover and not much else. A Common  Nightingale showed briefly just before 

we re-entered the woods.  

The wind made our visit to the Laguna Torreguadiaro very brief, it nearly blew us off the board-walk! 

Sighting’s there included Little Grebe, Moorhen, Mallard but not Purple Swamphen or Little Bittern. 

We finally found some shelter in the pines woods at Pinar del Rey but it still took a while to find some 

birds! Blackcap, Eurasian Jay, Common Chaffinch, Blue Tit and the star bird, Crested Tit, were the 

frugal results of our efforts. 



  

White Stork on the nest 

We made a couple of stops along the 

road as we headed back up the valley 

to Gaucin but neither of them produced 

anything of note. Which in turn resulted 

in an early return to the village, let’s 

hope this does not happen tomorrow 

although the weather forecast isn’t 

good! 

 

DAY 3 – WEDNESDAY 8TH APRIL 2015 

GAUCIN SWEET CHESTNUT WOODS – ESTACION DE CORTES –  (CUEVA DE GATO ) 

BENAOJAN - LLANOS DE LIBAR  

When we thought the weather couldn’t 

get any worse it did, today was dull and 

overcast, it rained to start with and the 

temperature was as low as 9C during the 

afternoon! However we did get a bright 

spell from about 1 – 3pm and about an 

hour in the morning .  

another picture of Woodchat Shrike - 

a stunning bird that poses so well 

The worst part of the day was 

undoubtedly first thing it was really dark 

at 8:30am when we set off, the rain stopped by the time we reached Gaucin Woods but it was cold. 

The only sighting of note was a Eurasian Nuthatch we never stayed long! 

A short walk along a track near Estacion de Cortes produced a couple of our best sightings of the 

morning, at first it seemed quiet but it brightened up and a number of Short-toed Eagles, Griffon 

Vultures and Booted Eagles came out to play. We saw a number of Cirl Buntings, Blackcaps, finches 

and tits which included Long-tailed Tits. Then a flock of 20+ Bee-eaters flew over us and some of 

them decided to landed in the tree tops before hawking around our heads, fantastic. Even better 



was the sighting of a Pied Flycatcher as we got back to the bus, this little gem made my day it 

showed extremely well for the group. 

my first picture of European Bee-eater 

for 2015  - many more will surely follow 

At Estacion de Cortes we parked next to 

the river Guadiaro and took a side track up 

towards the railway line, it was there that 

we found a Wryneck, this bird flew up from 

the grass and perched in a nearby cork 

oak showing very well from time to time. 

Oher birds seen here were Cirl Bunting, a 

single Hawfinch, Sardinian Warbler and 

lots of common finches. Our walk along the 

river produced Little-ringed Plover, Grey 

Wagtail and plenty of Common 

Nightingales, Cetti’s Warblers and Blackcaps were in full song.  

 

also a first for 2015 - Pied Flycatcher 

After a coffee stop in Cortes de la 

Frontera we made our way to Cueva de 

Gato (cat’s cave) near Benaojan. We ate 

our lunch watching a superb Grey 

Wagtail and many Crag Martins were 

hawking over the river. Our walk after 

lunch failed to produce the hoped-for 

Dipper. 



Finally we arrived at Llanos de Libar, a hidden valley in the mountains near the village of Montejaque 

where we had a wonderful, but cold, afternoon. A selection of  good species gave us a series of 

excellent sightings we started with Red-billed Chough, followed quickly by Black Wheatear. Then a 

pair of Black Redstarts grabbed our 

attention, the male was stunning, also a 

Blue Rock Thrush sat in the open for us 

to admire. 

the waterfall and pool at the entrance 

to the Cueva de Gato 

We drove several kilometers up the 

valley and hardly left the vehicle because 

it was very cold and it started to darken 

as it clouded over. We found Black-eared 

Wheatear, Rock Sparrow, Corn Bunting, 

Linnets and several more Black 

Wheatears. Our final half an hour was spent in a cork oak woodland which produced Mistle Thrush, 

Short-toed Treecreeper and finally we nailed a Rock Bunting. During the whole time of our visit 

Griffon Vultures drifted over us or 

perched high up on the mountain ledges. 

Naked Man Orchid ’ (Orchis italica) 

Before we left for home we made a brief 

stop at the limestone gorge above 

Montejaque, this picturesque landscape 

is stunning even in dull conditions but it 

was Orchids that we were after. The 

heavy rainfall in late March produced 

ideal conditions for spring flowers 

including orchids. We found ‘Naked Man 

Orchid ’ (Orchis italica),  Sombre 

Orchid,  (Ophrys Fusca), Yellow Orchid, (Ophyris Lutea) and Sawfly Orchid, (Ophrys 

tenthredinifera). 

DAY 4 – THURSDAY 9TH APRIL 2015 

LOS LANCES BEACH (TARIFA) – LA JANDA – VEJER – BARBATE MARSHES 



Another dreadful start to the day, heavy rain, misty and cold. We headed off towards the coast on 

the Algeciras road leaving Gaucin at 8:30am, it rained all the way down to Algeciras then it got 

worse. Thick heavy mist hampered the drive across the hills to Tarifa where the weather took a turn 

for the better. The sky brightened, the rained stopped but the strong wind persisted. 

BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON 

At Los Lances we braved the cold 

wind and ventured to the beach 

hide where we found 4 species of 

terns; Caspian, Sandwich, 

Common and Gull-billed we also 

saw six species of waders and four 

gulls including the Audouin’s Gull. 

The interesting sightings were 

found at the back of the hide on the 

grass meadows, there we saw a 

flock of some 30 Greater Short-

toed Larks, a Tawny Pipit, lots of 

Yellow Wagtails (Ibericus and 

flavissimo) 

As well as the usual Corn Buntings, Crested Larks, Goldfinches and Linnets we found a Purple 

Heron which flushed as we walked near the boardwalk. 

After a stop for coffee we headed out to La Janda where it was pants! The whole area had been 

drained and ploughed ready for seeding, it was almost devoid of bird life! We found a small flock of 

Bee-eaters, a single Purple Heron the odd White Stork and a single Marsh Harrier. From the start 

of the central track we stopped to scan the area and came upon a Bluethroat, Zitting Cisticola and 

not much else. 

We drove the entire length of the central track only stopping to watch a single Eurasian Spoonbill, a 

Night Heron, another Purple Heron and more White Storks, it really was hard going. We stopped for 

lunch up by the ‘smelly farm’ where we tried to get out of the wind without success. Many Red-

legged Partridges and Common Pheasants were seen and a row of sheltered bushes produced; 

Common Chiffchaff (4), Subalpine Warbler, Greenfinch and Cetti’s Warbler. 

We stopped at a site near Vejer and found an EAGLE OWL sitting in its usual roosting tree before 

parking near the village to look at the BALD IBIS breeding colony, there are 10 nests in view at one 



of the sites where birds are currently incubating 

eggs. A large Cattle Egret colony close by provided 

more entertainment for the group. 

Barbate Marshes turned up trumps again, the sun 

came out and it warmed considerably, the 

temperature reached 20C but the wind prevailed. 

As we approached the marshes we found 5 Bald 

Ibis feeding in a flower meadow and whilst 

watching them a Eurasian Hoopoe landed nearby. 

BALD IBIS 

Last week on the marshes I struggled to see a 

single Collared Pratincole but this week there were about 50 pairs! We also saw large numbers of 

Dunlin, Sanderling, Black-winged Stilts and smaller numbers of Little Stint, Kentish and Ringed 

Plover, Redshank, Greenshank, Pied Avocet, Greater Flamingo and Eurasian Spoonbill. The clouds 

cleared, we had blue sky for the rest of our visit which we enjoyed, proper birding weather at last. 

COLLARD PRATINCOLE 

Driving further round the bumpy 

track we stopped to scan the larger 

islands in the shallow lagunas, we 

searched for and found a pair of Stone 

Curlews, a number of Calandra Larks 

were seen in the same area.  

On the way back out of the reserve we 

stopped to look for a couple of 

Wrynecks that another birder told us 

about, we found one and enjoyed good 

views of it. Other migrants seen there 

were; Northern Wheatear, Woodchat 

Shrike, Short-toed Lark and a good 

number of Common Swifts were passing over, I still haven’t seen an Alpine Swift this year! 

 



EURASIAN HOOPOE 

At 5:30pm we left for home arriving 

around 7pm, we ate another delicious 

home-cooked dinner at 7:30pm and 

enjoyed a nice glass of rioja as we went 

through our bird list. 

 

  

 

DAY 5 – FRIDAY 10TH APRIL 2015 

LAGUNA DULCE – LAGUNA FUENTE DE PIEDRA – TEBA BIRD OBS  - ENCINAS 

BORACHAS TRACK 

First thing this morning it was cold, misty, dull and 

wet but as soon as we drove passed Ronda the 

mist lifted and it got brighter and much dryer. We 

were due to bird along the road to Ronda but the 

weather prevented that, we did see a single Rock 

Sparrow on a road-side wall and not much else. 

Swallowtail Butterfly 

We stopped between Ronda and Campillos to 

search for Bonelli’s Eagle at a known nest site, two 

adult birds performed well for us, they drifted high 

above a cliff face before diving down to perches 

near the nest.  

Laguna Dulce was covered in birds as usual, we counted 115 Red-crested Pochard, this is the 

biggest count I have ever seen in Spain, smashing! Eurasian Coot numbers we high too, about 500 

could be seen, many were very distant and we could not make out if there was a Red-knobbed 

variety with them. All three breeding grebes were present, Great-crested, Little and Black-necked. 

As well as Common Pochard, Gadwall, Gull-billed Tern, Cetti’s Warbler and several common 

species. 

  



We drove around to the fields behind the laguna and as we did so a LITTLE BUSTARD flew up 

from the side of the road, unfortunately I could not stop and only those in the front seats saw it. The 

fields of corn are now well developed so the chance of seeing ground birds was low but we had 

great views of at least 5 Montagu’s Harriers including 3 superb males fairly close to the bus. 

Hundreds of Corn Buntings, Yellow Wagtails and small groups of Gull-billed Terns made up the rest 

of our sightings.  

Next we drove round to the Valverde 

visitor’s centre at Fuente de Piedra, 

along the way we stopped to look at 

the thousands of  Greater 

Flamingos feeding in the water, it 

was incredible, the light was superb. 

 Thousands were spread out across 

this huge lake and in the centre a 

mass of some 5,000 crowded 

together on their breeding site. 

                                                                                           

SCARCE SWALLOWTAIL 

At the Valverde visitor’s centre itself 

a number of waders, gulls and terns fed in, or over, a number of small ponds, we saw; Ruff, Little 

Stint, Little-ringed Plover, Black-tailed Godwit, Wood & Common Sandpipers, Avocet, Redshank, 

Teal, Shoveler, Whiskered & Gull-billed Terns and a few Greater Flamingos. 

A walk to the ‘Laguneta’ pools produced sightings of a large number of Northern Shoveler,  White-

headed Duck, Common Pochard and a few common ducks, grebes and moorhens. We heard a 

Great Reed Warbler singing but it was keeping low in the windy conditions we also had terrific views 

of an Egyptian Mongoose which hunted very near to the hide we were sitting in. 

The group enjoyed a wonderful visit to this magical flamingo-wonderland but we had to leave as 

time was moving on! I can’t believe that just ten days ago there were barely 200 Flamingos at Fuente 

de Piedra and now there must be 5-8 thousand! 

On the way back we made a quick stop at Teba Gorge where we recorded Alpine Swift, the first of 

the year for me, also seen was a large group of Red-billed Chough and a few Griffon Vultures. 

The group forced me to detour to the centre of Ronda so that they could sit in the sunshine and 

enjoy an afternoon tea/coffee, I had to join them of course. From there we drove to the Encinas 

Borrachas track and took our last birding excursion which entailed a walk to the heath. It was fairly 



quiet as would be expected at 5pm but we did see Thekla Lark, Spectacled Warbler, Common 

Whitethroat and lots of Goldfinches and Linnets. 

On our return walk we saw Southern Grey Shrike, Little Owl, Red-billed Chough, Bee-eater, Raven 

and we had distant views of both Blue Rock Thrush and Black Wheatear. 

We arrived back at Gaucin at 6:45pm a little late but we enjoyed a superb dinner of ‘Carrillera’- 

braised Pigs Cheeks in a wonderful sauce with Dawn’s exquisite roast potatoes and the obligatory 

glass of Rioja. 

DAY 6 – SATURDAY 11TH APRIL 2015 

MARCHENILLA TRACK - PALMONES SALT MARSH - LAGUNA TORREGUADIARO - 

MANILVA HEATHLAND 

A slight improvement in the weather today, it was dry all day but the cold easterly wind persisted. 

We met for breakfast at the usual time of 7:30am and set off along the towards the coast via Jimena 

de la Frontera towards Algeciras at 8:30am. 

We made our first stop along the Marchenilla track near San Pablo, bird song filled the air, we could 

hear at least 5 Common Nightingales, also Blackcaps, Bee-eaters, Cetti’s Warbler, Sardinian 

Warbler, Corn Bunting & Stonechats. It was magical, the air was perfectly still we soon had all those 

species on the list and we found a 

WRYNECK sitting on a fence. Then we 

heard out target species singing, the 

MELODIOUS WARBLER, it showed 

beautifully for the group as it moved 

from song post to song post. 

Melodious Warbler 

A group of 18 Black Kites drifted over 

whilst Common Kestrel, Common 

Buzzard, Raven & Booted Eagle were 

all seen well. A pair of Little Owls also 

gave us brief but good views, in fact we 

saw another pair much better further along the track. After a coffee stop and a look at the Rio 

Guadiaro we drove the entire length of the track stopping a few times to look for Tawny Pipit and to 

watch good numbers of Bee-eaters, our best sighting was of a fence-line that held 65 Black Kites. 



From the track we drove straight to the coast where visited the Salt Marshes at Palmones, we viewed 

the marshes and the Rio Palmones first from the town’s promenade and then from the Algeciras 

side. The tide was low and the mud flats held a number of wader species, only one gull sat on the 

sand bar, this was an adult SLENDER-BILLED GULL. Wader species included: Ringed Plover, 

Dunlin, Grey Plover, Whimbrel, 

Greenshank, Common Sandpiper 

and a single Redshank. 

From the hide in the municipal park 

we noted Black-winged Stilt, 

Oystercatcher, Avocet, Whimbrel, 

Eurasian Curlew, Greenshank, 

Redshank a few Yellow Wagtails 

and a Grey Heron. The park itself 

was virtually devoid of bird life we 

only saw Cattle Egret, Blackcap, 

Greenfinch, Goldfinch and 

Blackbird. 

After eating our picnic lunch we drove to Soto Grande to re-visit the Laguna at Torreguadiaro, last 

time we visited there was a strong wind and some very dull weather, today it was quite calm, bright 

and sunny. We viewed the reeds and laguna from gaps in the reed-beds but only saw a Purple 

Heron, Moorhen, Little Grebe and a family party of Mallards. So we walked around the laguna finding 

Woodchat Shrike, Northern Wheatear and a few Crested Larks. A number of Sandwich Terns joined 

the throngs of Yellow-legged Gulls out in the bay. 

We returned to the boardwalk to view the laguna one last time and this visit produced sightings of 

our two target birds, first we saw at least 2 PURPLE SWAMPHENS and a little later we found 

LITTLE BITTERN, first a female 

close by and then a make at some 

distance, great birds and superb 

sightings. 

From Torreguadiaro we drove the 

short distance to the heathland just 

inland from the main coast road to 

look for Dartford Warbler, it was late 

in the day and not much was moving 

out there. We did find a Willow 

Warbler but not much else, our drive 



back to Gaucin was uneventful we arrived back in the village at 6pm with plenty of time to get ready 

for dinner. 

DAY 7 – SUNDAY 12TH APRIL 2015 

SIERRA DE LAS NIEVES – BENAOJAN RIO GUADIARO) – CUEVA DE GATO 

The weather remained cold for our last full day, it was just 7C as we drove from Gaucin to Ronda 

the thick cloud was low but we could see brighter patches in the distance. We drove straight to the 

natural park at Sierra de las Nieves where brighter weather brought the temperature up to a balmy 

9C. 

We parked near the entrance where the habitat consisted of an open valley with young trees in short 

grass, it was a hard job getting out of the bus but we did. This particular area is usually alive with 

migrants at this time of the year, flycatchers, wrynecks, redstarts and warblers, however today it 

completely devoid of birds, not a sound! We walked quite a way before we saw a few Goldfinches, 

Common Chaffinches and a pair of our target birds the Woodlark. These birds showed well and as 

we continued our walk we found Cirl Bunting, Mistle Thrush and not much else.  

 

WOODLARK.  - seen near the entrance to Sierra de las Nieves natural park 

Climbing back into the bus we set off 

deeper into the park and never got out 

much until we reached an area of 

mature pines next to a flowing stream, 

we saw Eurasian Jay, Mistle Thrush, 

Great Tit and heard a European Robin 

along the way. We all got out of the bus 

to watch a delightful pair of Firecrests 

they showed very well, at the same 

spot we saw Coal Tit, Blue Tit and we 

heard Eurasian Nuthatch and Crested 

Tit. The weather pushed us back down 

the track to a lower altitude where it 

was a little warmer, we stopped next to an area of heathland to look for warblers, after a short while 



we found Common Stonechat and Dartford Warbler and in a field behind us we saw a pair of Red-

billed Chough. Further down the track we found Black Wheatear, Linnet and more Mistle Thrushes. 

wild flowers are prolific this year in southern Spain 

We called time at this point and drove out of the park to 

a roadside café for a warm drink, we were able to sit 

outside as the sun broke through the clouds and the 

temperature rose to 14C. From our table we watch a 

little raptor passage with a number of Booted and Short-

toed Eagles passing overhead, many Griffon Vultures 

joined them up on the ‘thermals’. 

Next we drove around to Montejaque cork woods where 

we spent a pleasant time in warm sunshine walking the 

open woodland, we never found much. Plenty of 

Common Chaffinches sang we also saw Short-toed 

Treecreeper, Eurasian Nuthatch Mistle Thrush and 

Blue Tits. 

We ate lunch in a restaurant in the  centre of 

Montejaque, this beautiful ‘white village’ is similar in size to Gaucin and looked lovely in the sunshine. 

From there we drove to the Rio Guadiaro at Benaojan, we parked in the car park at the Cueva de 

Gato where we watched large numbers of Alpine Swifts and Crag Martins,  We then walked along 

the river looking for Dipper, we didn’t find one until we reached the foot-bridge at Estacion de 

Benaojan. At last WHITE-THROATED DIPPER was on our list it showed well enough for all of us 

to see it searching for food around the rocks. We also had good views of both White & Grey Wagtails 

and I saw Common Nightingale and Blackcap. 

Well this ended our birding for the day, our last full day and I have to say it was a pretty miserable 

day-list for this time of the year, we barely saw 50 species and our weekly total is  down on previous 

years, I suppose bad weather and a consistent strong easterly wind doesn’t help much. 

 

 

 

 

 



DAY 8 – MONDAY 13TH APRIL 2015 

PUNTA UMBRIA (GAUCIN) TRACK – RONDA – MALAGA AIRPORT 

We set off at 8:30am it was by far the best weather of the trip, dry, sunny and warm. We drove just 

outside of the village and parked at the Mirador de Castillo (Castle view-point), the track into the 

woods started just across the road from there. 

We heard lots of birds calling and singing, both Great-spotted Woodpecker (drumming) and Green 

Woodpecker (yaffling) were also heard. sightings along the track included European Robin, 

Common Chaffinch, Blackcap, Common Cuckoo, Sardinian Warbler, Bonelli's Warbler, Short-toed 

Treecreeper and Blue Tit. It wasn't until our return walk that we actually got good views of the 

Bonelli's Warbler, it showed very well whilst constantly singing. 

That sighting brought our list up to a respectable 151 species with several more just heard. 

We returned to the village to pack for departure and after collecting their bags the group boarded 

the bus for the journey to the Airport, we took the scenic route via Ronda were four of the group 

(Rita, Anne, Sandra & Chris – the Brits) sat and ate a lovely tapas lunch and the other two (Barbara 

& Ruth - Americans) went into Ronda to explore its wonderful tourist attractions. 

After their lunch I took the four Brits to Malaga Airport where we said our goodbyes, I then returned 

to Ronda to collect the two Americans, they came back to Gaucin with me because they were staying 

for two more nights before joining my Coto Donana and Extremadura tour on the 15th April. 

 



SPECIES LIST 

 

 
SPECIES 

 

 
DATES 

6      7      8      9      10    11    12    13     
1  Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna     √       

2  Mallard Anas platyrynchos √ √  √ √ √      

3  Northern Shoveler  Anas clypeata √    √       

4  Gadwall Anas strepera √    √       

5  Eurasian Teal Anas crecca     √       

6  Common Pochard Aythya ferina √    √       

7  Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina     √       

8  White-headed Duck Oxyura leucocephala √    √       

9  Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa    √  √      

10  Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus    √        

11  Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis √    √       

12  Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis √ √   √ √      

13  Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus     √       

14  Great Cormorant Phalacocroax carbo √ √  √  √      

15  Little Bittern  Ixobrychus minutus      √      

16  Night-Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax    √        

17  Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis √ √  √ √ √      

18  Little Egret  Egretta garzetta √ √  √  √      

19  Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea √   √  √      

20  Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea    √  √      

21  White Stork  Ciconia ciconia  √  √  √      

22  Bald Ibis Geronticus eremita    √        

23  Eurasian Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia    √        

24  Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus ruber    √ √       

25  Griffon Vulture  Gyps fulvus √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √    

26  Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus  √ √    √     

27  Booted Eagle Aquila pennata √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √    

28  Bonelli’s Eagle Aquila fasciata √    √       

29  Black Kite  Milvus migrans     √  √      

30  Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus    √ √       

31  Montagu's Harrier  Circus pygargus     √       

32  Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo    √ √ √  √    

33  Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus  √    √      

34  Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √    

35  Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni  √   √ √      

36  Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus √ √  √ √ √      

37  Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra √    √       

38  Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio      √      

39  Little Bustard Tetrax tetrax     √       

40  Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta               √   √ √ √      

41  Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus √   √ √ √      

42  Stone Curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus    √        

43  Collared Pratincole Glareola  pratincola    √        

44  Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius √ √ √  √       

45  Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula    √  √      



SPECIES 
 

DATES 
6      7      8      9      10    11    12    13  

46  Kentish Plover  Charadrius alexandrinus √   √        

47  Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola    √  √      

48  Sanderling  Calidris alba    √        

49  Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres √           

50  Dunlin Calidris alpina    √  √      

51  Little Stint  Calidris minuta    √ √       

52  Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola     √       

53  Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus √ √          

54  Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos √    √ √      

55  Common Redshank  Tringa totanus √   √ √ √      

56  Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia √   √  √      

57  Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa     √       

58  Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata      √      

59  Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus      √      

60  Ruff Philomachus pugnax     √       

61  Black-headed Gull  Larus ridibundus     √       

62  Slender-billed Gull Larus genei      √      

63  Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus √   √        

64  Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis  √ √  √ √ √      

65  Audouin's Gull  Larus audouinii √   √        

66  Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus     √       

67  Sandwich Tern  Sterna sandvicensis √   √  √      

68  Gull-billed Tern Sterna nilotica    √ √       

69  Common Tern  Sterna hirundo    √        

70  Caspian Tern Sterna caspia    √        

71  Whiskered Tern  Chlidonias hybridus     √       

72  Feral Pigeon  Columba livia  √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √    

73  Common Wood-Pigeon  Columba palumbus  √ √ √ √  √ √    

74  Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto √ √ √ √ √ √ √     

75  European Turtle Dove Streptopeliia turtur        H    

76  Eagle Owl Bubo bubo    √        

77  Little Owl  Athene noctua     √ √      

78  Common Swift  Apus apus √ √  √ √   √    

79  Pallid Swift  Apus pallidus                        √   √        

80  Alpine Swift Apus melba     √  √     

81  Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops √   √ √       

82  Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis √ √          

83  European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster  √ √ √ √ √ √ H    

84  Green Woodpecker Picus viridusis   H     H    

85  Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major         H    

86  Eurasian Wryneck  Jynx torquilla  √ √ √  √ H     

87  Crested Lark  Galerida cristata √ √  √ √ √  √    

88  Thekla Lark  Galerida theklae   √  √       

89  Wood Lark  Lullula arborea       √     

90  Greater Short-toed Lark  Calandrella rachydactyla     √        

91  Calandra Lark Melanocoryphra calandra    √        

92  Sand Martin  Riparia riparia    √        

93  Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris   √  √  √     

94  Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √    

95  Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica √ √  √        



SPECIES 
 

DATES 
6      7      8      9      10    11    12    13     

96  House Martin  Delichon urbicum √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √    

97  Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris    √        

98  White Wagtail Motacilla alba  √ √  √  √     

99  Yellow Wagtail   Motacilla flava iberiae √   √ √ √      

100  Grey Wagtail   Motacilla cinerea   √  √  √     

101  Dipper Cinclus cinclus       √     

102  European Robin Erithacus rbecula  √ √    H √    

103  Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos  √ H H H √ √ H    

104  Bluethroat Luscinia Sveccia    √        

105  Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros   √         

106  Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe √   √  √      

107  Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica    √         

108  Black Wheatear Oenanthe leucura   √  √       

109  European Stonechat   Saxicola torquata √ √ √ √ √ √ √     

110  Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus   √    √     

111  Eurasian Blackbird  Turdus merula √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √    

112  Blue Rock Thrush Monticola salitarius   √  √  √     

113  Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla  √ √  H √ √ √    

114  Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis     √ √      

115  Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala                 √ √ √ √ √ √ √ H    

116  Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata     √       

117  Subalpine Warbler  Sylvia cantillans    √ √       

118  Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata       √     

119  Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis    √        

120  Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti H H √ √ √ H H     

121  Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus H           

122  Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus 
arundinaceus 

    H       

123  Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta      √      

124  Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus                    √      

125  Western Bonelli’s Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli        √    

126  Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita    √ √       

127  Iberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus ibericus  √ √     H    

128  Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla       √     

129  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes        H    

130  Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca   √         

131  Great Tit   Parus major   √  √ H √ √    

132  Coal Tit  Parus ater       √     

133  Eurasian Blue Tit  Parus caeruleus  √ √    √ √    

134  Crested Tit Laphophanes cristatus  √     H     

135  Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus    √         

136  Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea   √    √ √    

137  Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla   √    √ √    

138  Iberian Grey Shrike Lanius meridionalis     √       

139  Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator  √ √ √  √ √     

140  Eurasian Jay Garrulus grandarius  √ √    √ √    

141  Eurasian Jackdaw  Corvus monedula √   √ √       

142  Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax   √  √  √     

143  Common Raven  Corvus corax    √ √ √ √     

144  Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √    



SPECIES 
 

DATES 
6      7      8      9      10    11    12    13     

145  House Sparrow  Passer domesticus √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √    

146  Rock Sparrow Petronia petronia   √  √       

147  Common Chaffinch Fringella coelebs  √ √ √ √  √ √    

148  Eurasian Linnet  Carduelis cannabina   √ √ √ √ √     

149  European Goldfinch   Carduelis carduelis √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √    

150  European Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris √ √ √ √ √ √ √     

151  Siskin Carduelis spinus  √          

152  European Serin  Serinus serinus √ √ √  √ √      

153  Hawfinch Coccothraustes 
coccothraustes 

  √         

154  Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus  √ √    √     

155  Corn Bunting  Miliaria calandra √ √ √ √ √ √ H √    

156  Rock Bunting Emberiza cia   √         

157  Monk Parakeet Myiopsitta monachus √       √    

              

  DAILY TOTAL 53   49     48    76    78   58     40    24 

              

  RUNNING TOTAL                            53   72     90   120 137  144   149  151 

 These totals do not include birds ‘heard only’ =  H = 6            

              

 
BUTTERFLY SPECIES 

 

 
DATES 

 
6      7      8      9      10    11     12     13         

1  Swallowtail     √ √       

2  Scarce Swallowtail      √       

3  Large White      √       

4  Small White  √    √ √ √     

5  Bath White      √       

6  Clouded Yellow  √    √ √      

7  Brimstone  √           

8  Small Copper        √ √    

9  Red Admiral     √ √ √ √     

10  Painted Lady  √    √ √ √     

11  Speckled Wood   √     √     

12  Green-striped White     √        

13  Spanish Festoon       √      

14  Green Hairstreak       √      

15  Orange Tip       √      

 
MAMMALS, REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS 

 

 
DATES 

 

6      7      8      9      10    11    12    13         

1  Spanish Ibex    √         

2  Egyptian Mongoose     √ √       

3  Rabbit     √ √       

4  European Pond Terrapin  √     √  √    

5  Marsh Frog      √       

 


