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DAY 1 – WED 30TH  

 

TRANSFER FROM MARRAKECH TO MALAGA  

DAY 2 – THURS 31ST  

 

TRANSFER FROM MALAGA TO MÉRIDA WITH STOPS AT FUENTE DE 

PIEDRA – ALAMILLO PARK, SEVILLA, HORNACHES RAPTOR WATCH – 

EMBALSE AND PRESA DE ALANGES – ROMAN BRIDGE MÉRIDA 
 

  
DAY 3 – FRI 1ST   

 

TRANSFER FROM MÉRIDA TO MONFRAGÚE WITH STOPS AT: TRUJILLO, 

RIO MAGASCA, CASARES PLAINS, BELEN PLAIN AND MONFRAGÚE 

NATIONAL PARK  
DAY 4 – SAT  2ND   

 

MONFRAGÚE NATIONAL PARK – ALMARAZ ORCHID SITE - 

ARROCAMPO RESERVE NATURAL – JARAICEJO HEATHLAND  

DAY 5 – SUN 3RD  

 

TRANSFER FROM THE PROVINCE OF EXTREMADURA TO CASTILLA Y 

LEÓN PROVINCE WITH STOPS ALONG THE WAY AT: SIERRA 

GUADARRAMA (PUERTO DE NAVACERRADA) – BOCA DE ASNO PICNIC 

SITE – SHORT STOPS ALONG THE WAY TO BURGOMILLODO   
DAY 6 – MON 4TH    

 

TRANSFER TO MADRID WITH STOPS AT HOCES DE DURÁTON, SEGOVIA, 

EL PARDO PARK  

 

 

This was a private Tour booked by 5 American birders who wanted an extension into Spain after joining me 

in Morocco for 10 days during March. This mini-break went so well, we saw so many great species, that I 

have included it in my programme for 2023! 

 

In the end I was joined by just four of them, two had pulled out through illness and one extra joined in. They 

had a list of species that they wanted to see and this trip was designed to find as many as possible in five days. 

Read on for the outcome…….. 

 

 

Group Participants:  Joe Brooks, Garry George, Dale Herter and Alan Grenon. 

 

Leader/Driver:    Bob Buckler 

 

 

 

 

 



MINI-BREAK TO EXTREMADURA, SPAIN – IN SEARCH OF 
BUSTARDS, EAGLES, SANDGROUSE AND ORCHIDS 

 

 

SPAIN MINI-BREAK  DAY 1 -  30TH  MARCH 2022 

 

TRANSFER FROM MARRAKECH TO MALAGA 

 

We arrived in Malaga at 11:35am from Marrakech according to our watches, but we had to adjust our clocks 

by moving them forward by 2 hours so it was in fact 1:35pm. By the time we had collected our transport and 

checked-in to our hotel it was more like 3:30pm when we ready for an afternoon birding session. 

 

It was a short drive to the Desembocadura de Guadalhorce Parque Natural where we stayed until 7pm. We 

had a wonderful time seeing many species and enjoying a breezy but sunny afternoon. We visited all the hides 

including the sea-lookout and saw 61 species! 

From the hide at Laguna Grande we found a BONEPARTE’S GULL, it was a first for Spain for me but it 

did not impress my American friends for obvious reasons, they enjoyed the Slender-billed Gulls much more, 

we saw 7 species of gull by the time we left and three species of tern, Sandwich, Gull-billed and Whiskered, 

all looking good in summer plumage. 

 

 
 

Boneparte’s Gull  

 

The White-headed Duck was the most wanted species by my four clients and we quickly found 3 of them on 

the main laguna. We also saw a variety of waders, egrets and herons. Both Grey & Purple Herons, Curlew 

Sandpipers, Common Sandpiper, Black-winged Stilt, Eurasian Spoonbill, Greater Flamingo, Common 

Shelduck, Northern Shoveler and Marsh Harrier were other sightings. 

 



 
The most sought-after White-headed Duck 

 

Our walk down to the beach hide produced sightings of Zitting Cisticola, Woodchat Shrike, Sardinian Warbler, 

Common Pochard, Gadwall, Little Grebe and Eurasian Coot. At the beach look-out we searched through the 

gulls on the water and found Audouin’s Gull, Northern Gannet and two species of Skua, Great and Arctic, 

both were chasing terns to get then to drop food. 

 
Provence Hairstreak 

 



 
Slender-billed Gull, holding its typical feeding posture 

 

It clouded over around 6pm and we could see rain coming our way so we beat a hasty retreat, it had been a 

great start to this 5 day Tour of Spain. We ate dinner back at the Holiday Inn Express Hotel and the quality of 

the food impressed my sceptical friends, they were not expecting good food at all. 

 

SPAIN MINI-BREAK  DAY 2 - 31ST MARCH 2022 

 

TRANSFER FROM MALAGA TO MÉRIDA WITH STOPS AT FUENTE DE PIEDRA – 

ALAMILLO PARK, SEVILLA, HORNACHES RAPTOR WATCH – EMBALSE AND PRESA DE 

ALANGES – ROMAN BRIDGE MÉRIDA 

 

WEATHER: an awful start to the day with a lot of rain and wind, it brightened later but stayed windy and 

quite cold. 

 

A 7am breakfast at the Holiday Inn Malaga Airport was much better than expected and after eating we boarded 

the bus for our long journey into Extremadura, our next overnight stop will be in the ancient roman town of 

Mérida. 

 

A few weeks ago I flew over the huge Laguna Fuente de Piedra, it was practically dry with a tiny pool of water 

in the middle. So I had such a surprised when we got there today to see it full to the brim and the surrounding 

fields holding water too. The small pools around the visitor’s centre were too deep for most wader species and 

looking for Crakes was a waste of time. 

 



 
Laguna Fuente de Piedra looking from the mirador at the visitor’s centre, you can see a few hundred Greater 

Flamingos if you look carefully 

 

The rain had eased when we got there but we did have couple of showers whilst we were in the hides. A quick 

inspection of the pools along the approach road produced the usual Black-winged Stilts, Avocets, Gull-billed 

Terns, Shoveler, Moorhen, Eurasian Coots and Greater Flamingos, but there was no sign of the Little Gull 

reported from there yesterday. 

 

From the short boardwalk we added very little except for Common Shelduck, Little Ringed Plover, Reed and 

Sedge Warblers, we heard Nightingale and Cetti’s Warbler. The lookout point behind the visitor’s centre gave 

us a panoramic view of the huge lake, we could see a couple of hundred Flamingos nearby and several much 

larger flocks far away in the distance, the numbers were very low compared to normal years and breeding will 

probably not take place because of the lack of water earlier in the year.I bumped into a local birding guide, 

Mick Richardson, he called a Lesser Flamingo in one of the distant groups and we quickly got onto it. 

 

Our visit to the hides was quite rewarding, on the small Lagunetta we saw three Marbled Ducks, a dozen 

White-headed Ducks, Common and Red-crested Pochard, Shoveler, Gadwall, Eurasian Teal, Little and Black-

necked Grebes and lots of common ducks.  

 

 
Two Marbled Duck - seen in the Lagunetta,  with Shoveler 

 

 

 



 

 

On the way out we found the Wood Sandpiper that Mick had mentioned to us and whilst we were watching it 

a Water Pipit, in summer plumage dropped down to the water’s edge, a lovely couple of birds to finish off the 

visit with. 

 

 
A view from the hide at Lagunetta 

 

We drove through quite heavy down pours as we made our way to Sevilla, our aim was to make a quick visit 

to a local park before travelling up to Mérida. The sat-nav got us straight to the park called Alamillo, then we 

had trouble finding the pools that we wanted to see. In the meantime we saw Ring-necked Parakeets, Hoopoe, 

Woodchat Shrike, Bonelli’s Warbler, Subalpine Warbler and lots of common species. 

 

The nature pool held a pair of Red-knobbed Coots (these are released birds and wear a white collar), but we 

also saw three ferruginous Ducks, Little Bittern and few Little Grebes and Moorhens.  

 

 
 

Ferruginous Duck 



 
Red-knobbed Coot 

 

We were back at the bus by 1pm and set off for Mérida, a stop for lunch at a roadside café was made some 40 

minutes later. As we made our way into Extremadura we starting seeing raptors in the sky, some Red Kites, 

Black Kites, Booted Eagles, Griffon Vultures, Ravens and a couple of Kestrels. 

 

The next stop was at a raptor watch-point just outside the village of Hornaches, it was windy and cloudy and 

rain threatened to cut short our visit. After a short squall of rain we had some activity in the sky above a ridge. 

A flurry of Griffon Vultures, Booted Eagles and Black Kites came through, the best sighting was of a Golden 

Eagle. 

 

 
My four companions at the raptor watch-point at Hornaches, looking at Iberian Magpies 

 

The sun came out for a while and we stayed a while longer, this time we looked down into the scrub below 

the watch-point, we saw Serin, Red-legged Partridge and much to the delight of my American companions, a 

‘flock’ of  Iberian (Azure-winged) Magpies.  

 

Our next stop was just outside Alange at the dam, the water level was low but recent rains had brought it up a 

tad. We saw Alpine Swifts visiting their nest site along the dam, there are reportedly over 1,000 pairs nesting 

there!! On the rock face we found a Black Wheatear and in the scrub we saw Linnets, Goldfinches, Sardinian 

Warblers and Chiffchaff sp. 



We never scanned the reservoir very much but we 

did see Egyptian Goose and Great Crested Grebe. 

Above us we saw White Stork, Black Kite, Griffon 

Vulture and Booted Eagle but our search for Rock 

Bunting went unrewarded. Before we left the area 

we drove across the dam and up the hill to look at 

a roadside site for Giant Orchids. Most of them 

were going over but some of them still looked 

good. A second species was growing besides 

them, a beautiful dark blue colour, they were 

Champagne Orchids. 

 

We finally made it to our accommodation in 

Mérida, we had rented a house for one night in the 

town centre and after a short wait we were let in. 

Two of the group walked into town to eat 

immediately but three of walked down to the 

famous Roman Bridge to bird watch until 

sundown. As usual it was crowded with people 

and many birds were flying around. 

 

We found Purple Swamphen, Little Egret, 

Moorhen, Black-crowned Night Heron and a 

search for Penduline Tit was rewarded by a brief 

sighting of a male, but only two of us saw it. 

Flocks of Cattle Egrets and Glossy Ibis flew over 

us heading off to a roost nearby. It was the swifts 

that stole the show, hundreds of Common and 

Pallid Swifts were joined by dozens of Alpine 

Swifts, they swooped down to eye-level all around 

us, it was an amazing experience. 

 

As the light faded we walked back into town to 

meet the other two and enjoyed some nice food 

before return to our accommodation for the night. 

 

 

SPAIN MINI-BREAK DAY 3  - 1ST APRIL 

 

TRANSFER FROM MÉRIDA TO MONFRAGÚE WITH STOPS AT: TRUJILLO, RIO MAGASCA, 

CASARES PLAINS, BELEN PLAIN AND MONFRAGÚE NATIONAL PARK 

 

WEATHER: a clear sky to start cloudy later, cold wind all day. 

Today we were heading for the ‘real’ Extremadura, were up at 6am, breakfasted and had the bus packed up 

by 7am. We drove to Trujillo in the dark arriving at first light around 8:15am. Our first stop was the Lesser 

Kestrel colony on the edge of town, there are around 40 pairs breeding there, it was busy first thing in the 

morning with lots of activity. We stood in the cold wind and scoped the nest boxes, what a wonderful sight it 

was. 

After having our fill of the Kestrels we drove out of town towards Cáseres stopping at the old bridge just 

southeast of the town. There we saw Spanish Sparrow, Common Kingfisher, Hoopoe, White Storks, Cetti’s 

Warbler and we heard Common Nightingale. A short distance away our next stop was an impromptu one as 

we saw a large raptor sitting on a pylon. 

We scoped the bird and discovered that it was a Short-toed Eagle and sitting about a meter away from it was 

an Iberian Grey Shrike. We also saw lots of Corn Buntings, Short-toed Lark, Crested Lark and Common 

Magpies. 



 
 

A pair of Lesser Kestrels sitting on top of their nesting box in Trujillo 

 

We turned off the old Trujillo to Cáseres road and headed towards Santa Marta stopping as soon as we broke 

out of the ‘dehesa’ habitat onto the plains. From a raised bank at the side of the road we scanned the 

surrounding fields for Bustards. We found a Stone Curlew, a female Marsh Harrier, lots of Calandra Larks, 

but no Bustards. A Greenshank was a nice find in a small pool not far below us. 

A little further along the road we stopped at the top of a rise and walked across the road to scan a larger grass 

field. There we struck gold, we found a party of Pin-tailed Sandgrouse (about 40 individuals) and nearby we 

saw 6 Little Bustards, 3 males and 3 females.  

 

 
Record shot of the Little Bustards 

 

We had a wonderful time watching the antics of the males as they competed for the attention of the 

disinterested females. They ran around chasing one another, they flew around displaying their colourful 

plumage and the performed their jumping display issuing the ‘farting’ noise as they left the ground.  

When we turned around and looked across the road to another field we saw a male Great Bustard also 

performing his display to an equally disinterested female. The male Great Bustard’s display is often described 

as unique in the avian world as it entails a complete transformation of the bird’s appearance, the bird becomes 

hardly recognisable as a Great Bustard. (google: “Displaying Great Bustards” to see what I mean).  



After a while the female Great Bustard flew off, we also saw several other Great Bustards in flight during this 

time. The sound of a thousand larks all singing at the same time was a constant background noise as we spent 

a great deal of time watching both species of bustards and the sandgrouse. 

 

 
Great Bustard marching along a fenceline 

 

The air was warming up and various raptors began to appear, we saw Marsh Harrier, Black and Red Kites, 

Griffon Vulture and Booted Eagle before we moved onto our next site which was a couple of kilometers along 

the road. 

 

On a dirt track leading down into a wide valley between two very large grass meadows we parked the car and 

made ready for a raptor watch. It wasn’t long before we saw our most wanted raptor, the Spanish Imperial 

Eagle, a beautiful adult rose on the thermals, circling above us displaying its lovely plumage. Well, my 

American companions were blown away at this stage and as the air warmed so more soaring raptors became 

visible. 

 

 
Scoping the Great Bustards 

 

A female Montagu’s Harrier was a nice find they are getting quite scarce in Extremadura recently, we added 

Black Vulture to the list and we saw Common Kestrel, both Kites, Griffon Vulture, Booted Eagle and plenty 

of larks. 



From there we drove through Santa Marta and headed off towards Cáseres, our aim was to look at the nest 

boxes attached to the telegraph poles on the Cáseres Plain, at this time of year I expected Rollers to be arriving 

to claim their nest boxes for the season. 

 

Along the way we stopped at a bridge to look at Crag Martins and whatever else was about. We saw Pond 

Terrapins, Marsh Frogs, a few Small Heath Butterflies and not much else. A few Serins, Chaffinches, Blue 

and Great Tits flitted about. 

 

The nest boxes were a bit of a disappointment, we saw many Jackdaws and Kestrels but not a single Roller, 

they will arrive any day now, but not today! After driving back to Trujillo on the motorway we had lunch in 

the Main Plaza which was crowded with tourist but a lovely setting for lunch. 

 

After lunch we drove the short distance to Belen Plain which is another good spot for Bustard sightings, but 

today we were after Great Spotted Cuckoo. Passing through the wide plain we saw the usual larks, Hoopoes 

and birds of prey and after a few miles were turn off onto a side track.  

 

The habitat of tamarisk, broom and young oak trees is a good habitat to look for cuckoos, where there are 

Magpies there are Great Spotted Cuckoos, well at least that is the theory! 

 

 
 

We spent a hour searching different areas, finding Shrikes, larks, Magpies, Hoopoes but not the cuckoo. We 

tried one last track before giving up and we struck gold, a pair of Great Spotted Cuckoos appeared and showed 

really well. They flew around us a couple of time and made a lot of noise. Once again I heard ‘oh my god’ 

coming from my American friends. 

 

From there we drove back to the hotel for a short break before driving into the National Park for the last hour 

or so. We stood with dozens of tourists watching the Vultures at the Salto del Gitano. Our main target was 

Rock Bunting but we never saw one in the windy conditions. We did see Blue Rock Thrush, Black Redstart, 

Crag Martin and more Vultures than you can shake a stick at. 

 

We visted a couple of other places, finding Short-toed Treecreeper, Blackcap, Robin, Chaffinch, Great & Blue 

Tit but not the bunting. 

 

Dinner was served at 8:30pm we were in a large dining room with 200+ Spanish Students, the noise level was 

incredible, we were so glad to get out of there, but the food was excellent. 

 

SPAIN MIN-BREAK DAY 4  - 2ND APRIL 2022 

 

MONFRAGÚE NATIONAL PARK – ALMARAZ ORCHID SITE - ARROCAMPO RESERVE 

NATURAL – JARAICEJO HEATHLAND 

 



WEATHER – wall to wall sunshine all day –  a chilly breeze continued until late afternoon 

 

We had late start for a change, breakfast was served at 8am and we left the hotel at 9am!! The short distance 

into Monfragúe Park from our hotel took us just a few minutes. We stopped at Salto del Gitano first and 

searched for a Rock Bunting. The vulture cluster above the limestone pinnacles was impressive, both Black 

& Griffon Vultures appeared, the latter in large numbers. 

 

 
Rock Bunting 

A Black Stork was found on the banks of the river Tagus below us, Crag Martins whizzed around us, we saw 

Blue Rock Thrush and Black Redstart and our first Wren of the entire trip!!  It wasn’t long before we found a 

Rock Bunting and unexpectedly it was singing from a perch in a tree below us and not a rock above us! 

 

We moved further into the park passing through the small village of Villareal before turning towards the main 

dam. We stopped in a lay-by and listened for Woodlark. Two of them appeared not long after we got out of 

the bus, we also saw Black-eared Wheatear a little further down the road. 

 

 
The beautiful Hoop-petticoat Daffodil was abundant in the park today 

 

Our next stop was at the Mirador de Tajadilla which overlooks another series of rocky pinnacles. We saw 

Siskins in the car park, Black Kites and more Griffon Vultures before we found a pair of Egyptian Vultures.  

 



Our final stop in the park was at the Mirador de la Portilla del Tietar, this very popular site is always very 

interesting with plenty to see. In the morning sunlight the birds looked magnificent, more of all three vultures 

were seen as well as Black kites, White Storks, Blue Rock Thrush and Black Redstart. We searched the sky 

for the Imperial Eagle and the rocky crags for Eurasian Eagle Owl but drew a blank on both species. 

 

Our walk through the ‘dehesa’ woodland towards the Hotel Puerta de Monfragüe was nice but produced very 

little. Another Woodlark was seen singing above us, we added Eurasian Nuthatch to our list, we saw a 

Chiffchaff sp. Long-tailed Tit, Blue & Great Tits, a Common Cuckoo called in the distance and that was about 

it. 

 

 
Black Vulture taken at the Mirador de la Portilla del Tietar 

 

It was lunchtime when we reached Almaraz, so we sat on a terrace, in lovely sunshine, in the middle of town 

and enjoyed our meal. The next stop was new place for me, I had always avoided visiting the place because it 

is referred to as an Orchid Garden, so I assumed it was a place of cultivated plants. So, when we arrived on a 

large limestone slope and saw hundreds of wild orchids we were totally blown away!! The numbers of Naked-

Man Orchids was incredible! We also saw lots of Mirror, Woodcock and Yellow Orchids as well as Conical 

and Tongue Orchids. 

 

 



It was hard to drag my group away from the 

orchids and a young Dutch couple who were 

just as enthusiastic as we were. Eventually 

we got away and set off for the short trip to 

Parque Ornitológical de  Arrocampo. We 

spent a good couple of hours there visiting 

all the hides and look-out points.  

 

Our search for Penduline Tit went 

unrewarded but we enjoyed a good deal of 

other species in windy conditions: Little 

Bittern, Purple Heron (10+), Grey Heron, 

Great, Little & Cattle Egrets, Eurasian 

Spoonbill, Great Cormorant, Gull-billed 

Tern, Purple Swamphen, Eurasian Coot, 

Common Moorhen, Eurasian Teal, Mallard, 

black-winged Stilt, Crested Lark, Woodchat 

and Iberian Shrikes, Zitting Cisticola and 

lots of Barn Swallows, Sand & House 

Martins. 

Our final point of observation was besides 

the busy main road, we finally managed to 

find a Savi’s Warbler, its very distant at first 

but eventually it came much closer, we had 

fleeting views of it, but it was reeling quite 

a lot. 

 

Champagne Orchids with Naked-man Orchids behind them 

 

We set off back to the hotel around 6pm and we made one final stop because one of the group wanted to see 

a Dartford Warbler. We stopped on the large area of tamarisk and broom heathland just above Jaraicejo and 

within minutes we saw a male Dartford Warbler singing and displaying. A bonus bird was a lovely male 

Spectacled Warbler, a great species to finish off the day with. 

 

 

We ate dinner once again with 200 noisy students, my god what 

a racket they made. Tomorrow, we leave for our last full day’s 

birding, we are heading for the snow-covered mountains and the 

plains west of there, we have seen the weather forecast, almost 

freezing conditions with snow, how nice! 

 

SPAIN MIN-BREAK DAY 5 – 3RD APRIL 2022 

 

 

TRANSFER FROM THE PROVINCE OF 

EXTREMADURA TO CASTILLA Y LEÓN PROVINCE 

WITH STOPS ALONG THE WAY AT: SIERRA 

GUADARRAMA (PUERTO DE NAVACERRADA) – 

BOCA DE ASNO PICNIC SITE – SHORT STOPS 

ALONG THE WAY TO BURGOMILLODO  

 

WEATHER: sunny spells all day but temperature went from 8C 

to -3C as we climbed into the mountains where it was snowing!  

 



We saw many birds along the way, all expected species, nothing new: White Stork, Common Buzzard, Black 

& Red Kites, Griffon Vultures, 4 Great Bustards was a nice surprise, Jackdaws, Ravens and Common Kestrels. 

 

Our transfer to the mountainous region of Castilla y León went uneventful, it was a smooth drive with very 

little Sunday traffic all the way to the outskirts of Madrid. We met a lot of Sunday traffic going to the same 

place as we were as soon as we joined the Madrid traffic. The ski resort at Puerto de Navacerrada in the Sierra 

Guadarrama range of mountains is popular with the Madrileños. We were at 2000 meters above sea level at 

the top of the pass and very lucky to find a parking place, it we -3C with a chilly breeze. 

 

 
Snow up in the Sierra de Guadarrama at the Puerto de Navacerrada 

 

We spent an hour or so trying to find our target birds away from the crowds of people, a good candidate for 

an Alpine Accenture flew across the front of the car on the way up and we saw a flock of about 9 birds flying 

high above that looked to be the same species.  

 

Other than that we saw lots of Carrion Crows, Raven, Griffon and Black Vultures, Black Kite and a few 

Jackdaws. Goldfinches and Siskins dashed about too, also White Wagtails were in the car parks but we had 

no sign of Citril Finches, there was too much snow, perhaps they were lower down. 

 

Yellow Narcissus 

 

We made several stops as we 

descended on the northern slopes, 

vast pine forests covered the 

landscape, we found a lovely picnic 

area around a tourist site called Boca 

de Asno. A walk around there 

produced sightings of Crested, Blue, 

Great & Coal Tits, Firecrest, Song 

Thrush, Eurasian Nuthatch, Short-

toed Treecreeper, Robin, Blackbird 

and Siskin. The river gave us our first 

sighting of White-throated Dipper for 

the entire trip and also Grey Wagtail. 

 

We had lunch in a town lower down 

the slopes, it was nice enough to sit outside in the sunshine but it was still only 4C. 

 



A couple of stops to look for Iberian Green Woodpecker produced frustration in the group because we heard 

one on a few occasions but could not track it down. We reached our destination hotel around 6pm, we had 

time for a walk around the village before dinner.  

 

Crag Martins were in good numbers also House Martins and a few Swallows were hawking insects around 

the hotel. A strip of woodland looked promising for woodpeckers so we walked along the lane to view the 

trees, We found Great Spotted Woodpecker but not the Iberian Green. A few other common species were 

noted before we retired for the night. 

 

SPAIN MIN-BREAK DAY 6 – 4th  APRIL 2022 

 

TRANSFER TO MADRID WITH STOPS AT HOCES DE DURÁTON, SEGOVIA, EL PARDO 

PARK 

 

This was our last birding day in Spain and we hoped to go out with a bang! So we got up early and drove to 

the Hoces de Duraton nature reserve where for the last 20-30 years a small population of DUPONT’S LARKS 

have been protected. 

 

It is essential to get there at first light if you want to stand a chance of seeing or hearing this secretive and very 

elusive species. We arrived just after it got light but the weather was against us, it was blowing a hooley and 

it was really cold. 

 

We found it difficult to stand up never mind search for birds. After 30 minutes of trying we bumped into a 

small group of Dutch guys who had heard the bird and pointed us in the right direction. We sheltered from the 

wind behind a juniper tree and waited…………then………….nothing! 

 

A short walk produced sightings of Thekla and/or Crested Larks and we did put up two other larks which may 

have been our target bird but we never got a good look at them. We had to give up and get back to the hotel 

for a 10am breakfast.  

 

 
Garry left and Joe right, with our two new friends at the orchid garden 

 

We packed up the bus and left our lovely little hotel and headed for Madrid. We intended to stop a few times 

to look for Iberian Green Woodpecker and this we did in several places. A walk in a park in central Segovia 

was very pleasant, we were out of the wind and it got quite warm. Many birds were seen, lots of Chiffchaff 

sp., Willow Warblers, Blackcaps, Great Spotted Woodpecker, lots of common woodland species and even a 

Great Spotted Cuckoo! One of the guys saw this cuckoo fly into a Crows nest, it stayed for 10 seconds and 

flew off (perhaps it laid an egg?). 

 



We ended up in a park called El Pardo on the outskirts of Madrid where we made a final search for the Green 

Woodpecker without seeing one. It was now 5pm, so we drove to Barajas and checked into our hotel. 

 

A tapas dinner in the Plaza with White Storks and Monk Parakeets ended the tour, my four American friends, 

Joe, Garry, Dale and Alan were going their separate ways tomorrow and I was meeting a group at the airport 

later tonight for another birding tour. 

 

CHECKLIST OF SPECIES 
 

 

SPECIES 
 

 ANSERIFORMES: Anatidae  

1  Egyptian Goose Alopocen aegyptiaca X 

2  Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna  X 

3  Gadwall Anas strepera X 

4  Mallard Anas platyrhynchos X 

5  Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata X 

6  Eurasian Teal Anas crecca X 

7  Marbled Teal Marmaronetta angustirostris X 

8  Common Pochard Aythya ferina X 

9  Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina X 

10  Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca X 

11  White-headed Duck Oxyura leucocephhala X 

 GALLIFORMES: Phasianidae  

12  Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa X 

 PODICIPEDIFORMES: Podicipedidae  

13  Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis X 

14  Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus X 

15  Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis X 

 PHOENICOPTERIFORMES: Phoenicopteridae  

16  Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus X 

17  Lesser Flamingo Phoeniconaias minor X 

 CICONIIFORMES: Ciconiidae  

18  White Stork Ciconia ciconia X 

19  Black Stork Ciconia nigra X 

 PELECANIFORMES: Threskiornithidae  

20  Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus X 

21  Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia X 

 PELECANIFORMES: Ardeidae  

22  Little Bittern Ixobryhus minutus X 

23  Grey Heron Ardea cinerea X 

24  Purple Heron Ardea purpurea X 

25  Great Egret Ardea alba X 

26  Little Egret Egretta garzetta X 

27  Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis X 

28  Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides X 

29  Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax X 

 SULIFORMES: Sulidae  

30  Northern Gannet Morus bassanus X 

 SULIFORMES: Phalacrocoracidae  

31  Continental Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo sinensis X 

32  ACCIPITRIFORMES: Pandionidae      

http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=C235A4D712BB8855
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=D6F5A788399B36E7
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=ED4CE8E7CFF43696
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=BC6C3CCE5C1B5D9B
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=6362936EA12874F1
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=A96692E0C9F7508B
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=7CF91527F5832F30
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=D44B2846BB2436A7
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=215FEA89A0F19F5C
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=8F269702DC208010
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=0F9B5174A8ACF737
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=28825494A08AFE5A
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=D4540F880A3EC3BB
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=A0A584C1E7D786FE
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=6429024DBA7AB672
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=3395DCF1CE3A8C91
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=49D9148A171E7F2E
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=F2858F9FFB9DFDCF
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=6CCDAC53F56435B4
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=CE73EBD7A90E9FCF


 

SPECIES 
 

 ACCIPITRIFORMES: Accipitridae  

33  Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus X 

34  Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus X 

35  Cinereous Vulture Aegyptus monachus X 

36  Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus X 

37  Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus X 

38  Golden Eagle Aquila chryaetos X 

39  Spanish Imperial Eagle Aquila aldaberti X 

40  Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipitor nisus X 

41  Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus X 

42  Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus X 

43  Black Kite Milvus migrans X 

44  Red Kite Milvus milvus X 

45  Common Buzzard Buteo buteo X 

 GRUIFORMES: Rallidae  

46  Water Rail  Rallus  aquaticus H 

47  Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus X 

48  Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra X 

49  Red-knobbed Coot Fulica crsitatus X 

50  Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio X 

 OTIDIFORMES: Otidae  

51  Great Bustard Otis Tarda X 

52  Little Bustard  Tetrax tetrax X 

 CHARADRIIFORMES: Burhinidae  

53  Eurasian Stone-curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus X 

 CHARADRIIFORMES:Recurvirostridae  

54  Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus X 

55  Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta X 

 CHARADRIIFORMES:Charadriidae  

56  Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius X 

 CHARADRIIFORMES:Scolopacidae  

57  Common Redshank  Tringa totanus X 

58  Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia X 

59  Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos X 

60  Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola X 

61  Sanderling  Calidris alba X 

62  Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea X 

 CHARADRIIFORMES: Stercorariidae  

63  Great Skua Stercorarius skua X 

64  Arctic Skua Stercorarius parsiticus X 

 CHARADRIIFORMES:Laridae  

65  Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus X 

66  Slender-billed Gull Chroicocephalus genei X 

67  Boneparte’s Gull Chroicocephalus philadelphia X 

68  Audouin’s Gull Ichthyaetus audouinii X 

69  Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus X 

70  Yellow-legged Gull  Larus cachinnans  X 

71  Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus X 

72  Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica X 

73  Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis X 



 

SPECIES 
 

74  Whiskered Tern  Chlidonias hybridus X 

 PTEROCLIFORMES: Pteroclidae  

75  Pin-tailed Sandgrouse Pterocles alchata X 

 COLUMBIFORMES: Columbidae  

76  Rock Dove  Columba livia  X 

77  Common Woodpigeon  Columba palumbus excelsa X 

78  Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto X 

 CUCULIFORMES: Cuculidae  

79  Great Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius X 

80  Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus H 

 CAPRIMULGIFORMES: Apodidae  

81  Common Swift  Apus apus X 

82  Pallid Swift  Apus pallidus X 

83  Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba X 

 CORACIIFORMES: Alcedinidae  

84  Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis X 

 CORACIIFORMES: Meropidae  

85  European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster H 

 BUCEROTIFORMES: Upupidae  

86  Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops X 

 PICIFORMES: Picidae  

87  Iberian Woodpecker Picus sharpei H 

88  Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major  X 

89  FALCONIFORMES: Falconidae  

90  Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus X 

91  Lesser Kestrel Falco nummani X 

 PASSERIFORMES: Laniidae  

92  Iberian Grey Shrike Lanius algeriensis X 

93  Woodchat Shrike Senator rutilans X 

 PASSERIFORMES: Corvidae  

94  Azure-winged Magpie Cyanopica cooki X 

95  Common Magpie  Pica pica X 

96  Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius X 

97  Western Jackdaw Corvus monedula X 

98  Carrion Crow Corcvus corone X 

99  Northern Raven  Corvus corax X 

 PASSERIFORMES: Paridae  

100  Coal Tit Periparus ater atlas X 

101  Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus X 

102  Blue Tit Parus caeruleus X 

103  Great Tit   Parus major  X 

 PASSERIFORMES: Sittidae  

104  Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea X 

 PASSERIFORMES: Certhidae  

105  Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla X 

 PASSERIFORMES: Remizidae  

106  Penduline Tit Remiz Pendulinus X 

 PASSERIFORMES: Alaudidae  

107  Thekla Lark Galerida theklae  X 

108  Crested Lark  Galerida cristata X 



 

SPECIES 
 

109  Woodlark  Lullula arborea X 

110  Greater Short-toed Lark  Calandrella b. brachydactyla  X 

111  Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra X 

 PASSERIFORMES: Hirundinidae  

112  Sand Martin  Riparia riparia X 

113  Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica X 

114  Eurasian Crag Martin Pryonoprogne  rupestris X 

115  Common House Martin  Delichon urbica X 

 PASSERIFORMES: Locustellidae  

116  Savi’s Warbler Locustella luscinoides X 

 PASSERIFORMES: Cettiidae  

117  Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti X 

 PASSERIFORMES: Aegithalidae  

118  Long-tailed Tit caudatus X 

 PASSERIFORMES: Phylloscopidae  

119  Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilis X 

120  Eurasian Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita X 

121  Iberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus ibericus X 

122  Western Bonelli’s Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli X 

 PASSERIFORMES: Acrocephalidae  

123  Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus X 

124  Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus X 

 PASSERIFORMES: Cisticolidae  

125  Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis X 

 PASSERIFORMES: Sylviidae  

126  Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla X 

127  Dartford Warbler Curruca undata X 

128  Spectacled Warbler Curruca conspicillata X 

129  Western Subalpine Warbler Curruca iberiae X 

130  Sardinian Warbler  Curruca melanocephala                 X 

 PASSERIFORMES: Regulidae  

131  Common Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla X 

 PASSERIFORMES: Troglodytidae  

132  Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes X 

 PASSERIFORMES: Sturnidae  

133  Spotless Starling  Sturnus unicolor X 

 PASSERIFORMES: Turdidae  

134  Common Blackbird  Turdus merula X 

135  Song Thrush Turdus philomenus X 

 PASSERIFORMES: Muscicapidae  

136  European Robin  Erithacus rubecula X 

137  Common Nightingale Megarhynchos megarhynchos X 

138  Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros X 

139  Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus X 

140  Blue Rock Thrush Montacilla solitarius X 

141  European Stonechat Saxicola torquata X 

142  Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe X 

143  Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica X 

144  Black Wheatear Oenanthe leucura riggenbachi X 



 

SPECIES 
 

 PASSERIFORMES: Passeridae  

145  House Sparrow  Passer domesticus X 

146  Spanish Sparrow  Passer hispaniolensis X 

 PASSERIFORMES: Motacillidae  

147  Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava, flavissima, iberiae X 

148  Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea X 

149  White Wagtail Motacilla alba X 

150  Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta X 

151  Meadow Pipit Anthus prtaensis X 

 PASSERIFORMES: Cinclidae  

152  White-throated Dipper Cinclus cinclus X 

 Fringillidae  

153  Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs X 

154  European Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris X 

155  Eurasian Linnet  Linaria cannabina X 

156  Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes X 

157  European Goldfinch   Carduelis carduelis parva X 

158  European Serin  Serinus serinus X 

159  Eurasian Siskin Spinus spinus X 

 PASSERIFORMES: Emberizidae  

160  Corn Bunting  Miliaria calandra X 

161  Rock Bunting Emberiza cia X 

    

    

162  Ring-necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri  

163  Monk Parakeet Myiopsitta monachus  

164     

165     

166     

167     

168     

169     

170     

171     

172     

173     

174     

175     

176     

177     

178     

179     

 
 

BUTTERFLIES & INTERESTING INSECTS 
 

180  Provence Hairstreak Tomares ballus X 

181  Southern Brown Argus Aricia agestis X 

182  Spanish Festoon Zerythia rumina X 



183  Large White  Pieris brassicae X 

184  Small White  Artogeia rapae X 

185  Western Dappled White Euchloe crameri X 

186  Clouded Yellow  Colias crocca X 

187  Small Copper  Lycaena phlaeas X 

188  Holly Blue  Holarctic azures X 

189  Painted Lady  Vanessa cardui X 

190  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria X 

191  Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae X 

192  Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilis X 

193  Peacock Butterfly Aglais io X 

194  Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta X 

195    X 

196    X 

  
MAMMALS- REPTILES – AMPHIBIANS  AND 

ORCHIDS 
 

197  Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus X 

198  Red Fox Vulpes vulpes X 

199  Egyptian Mongoose Herpestes ichneumon X 

200  Spanish Pond Turtle (terrapin) Maurenys leprosa saharica X 

201  Moorish Gecko Tarentola mauritanica X 

202     

203  Naked-man Orchid  X 

204  Conical Orchid  X 

205  Woodcock Orchid  X 

206  Mirror Orchid  X 

207  Yellow Orchid  X 

208  Champagne Orchid  X 

209  Giant Orchid  X 

210  Tongue Orchid sp.  X 

211    X 

 


