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DAY 1  FEB 7TH 2012 

MENARA AIRPORT, MARRAKECH – OURIKA VALLEY 

This 10 day tour was organized by WINGSPAN BIRD TOURS in conjunction with 'Bird ID' based in 
Norway. Bird id is an internet and college based course to improve bird identification skills. All student 
participants must attain competent identification skills before they can attend the field trip. 

 To test your ID skills go to :                            www.birdid.no 

Our arrival at Marrakech was greeted by bright sunlight, the snow covered Atlas Mountains looked clear and 
beautiful in the distance and it was quite warm. The group arrived in stages throughout the day and those that 

arrived earlier were soon finding birds around the new 
terminal. The Aptly named House Bunting was found 
inside the terminal building! 

A small flock of Spanish Sparrows were found in the 
gardens together with the loud Common Bubul, there 
was also Greenfinch, Linnet, Spotless Starling, White 
Wagtail, Common Kestrel and several White Storks 
circled up on the thermals. 

After everyone had arrived we set off at 4:30pm for the 
hour long drive to our first hotel in the Ourika Valley. 
We added a few common species to the list before 
arriving at the hotel. As we disembarked from the bus we 
quickly located a singing Rock Bunting and found two 
Hawfinches as they flew over. 

OUR VIEW FROM THE HOTEL TERRACE UP 
THE OURIKA VALLEY 

 The surrounding habitat of the hotel consisted of a high 
cliff face on one side and a rock-strewn river valley on 
the other. Between the hotel and the river there lay small 

cultivated fields surrounded by hedges and ditches. Our view from the hotel terrace was over this riparian 
habitat and for the last 30 minutes of daylight several birds were seen and heard, Cetti’s Warbler, Robin, 
Wren, Blackcap and another House Bunting. A couple of birds were seen distantly, Black Wheatear, 
Grey Wagtail and an unidentified falcon which was probably a Peregrine Falcon. 

 

MOROCCO - DAY 2 - FEB 8TH 2012 

Ourika Valley – Oukaimedan (Toubkal National Park) 



 
What a great day our first full day proved to be. The weather was fantastic with bright blue sky and all day 
sunshine. It was cold to start with but even at 2000 meters it was fairly warm later in the day. 
 
We started the day at 6:30am with a walk in the fields below the hotel, it was dark as we emerged from our 
rooms but as we waited for light near the river we were rewarded with the sighting of a Woodcock, then 
another good bird for the trip a Barbary Falcon flew over us. We walked to the river and noted lots of 
Eurasian Chiffchaffs, also many Blackcaps and House Buntings. Other birds seen during the walk were; 
African Blue Tit, the lovely African chaffinch, Serin, Cetti’s Warbler, Sardinian Warbler, Little & 
Cattle Egrets. During breakfast we were joined by the local Common Bulbuls, House Buntings and House 
Sparrows, they all for tit-bits off the tables. 
 
The rest of the day was spent driving up to the village of Oukaimedan in the Toubkal National Park. We 
stopped a few times on the way up; the first stop was very productive. Viewing a rock-strewn hillside from 
the road produced Moussier’s Redstart, a beautiful male and then a Levaillant’s Woodpecker appeared! 
Several Black Redstarts were found, also Rock Bunting and up to three Barbary Partridges. In the sky 
above us we watched a Golden Eagle soaring and a couple of Ravens ‘cronked’ as they passed by. 
Next stop was a small pine forest, we hoped for a Firecrest sighting but had to be satisfied with Coal Tits, 
Mistle Thrush, our first Long-legged Buzzard and an Alpine Chough which was flying together with a 
Raven? 
 
Oukaimedan was absolutely crowed with day visitors; you can’t blame the hordes that drive up from 
Marrakech because the whole place is so picturesque and with the snow being so thick many people were 
skiing. We drove through the village only stopping to admire a Water Pipit and a mixed flock of Red-billed 
and Alpine Chough. 
 
Our journey finished at the Telecoms tower high above the village, we searched the mountain top for 
montane species and soon we found a small flock of Alpine Accentors. A buzz of excitement rippled 
through the group but soon our attention was diverted to a Blue Rock Thrush and then another Barbary 
Partridge. We walked down the track back towards the village and located a female Black Wheatear, a 
flock of Rock Sparrows and several Black Redstarts. 

Finally we drove to the top car park near the 
ski-lift; it was manic, hundreds of people 
milled about. We quickly walked up the 
mountain pass away from the maddening 
crowd and found solace in a deserted Berber 
village; this is where we found the Crimson 
Winged Finch. We also found Rock Sparrow 
and Atlas Horned Lark. Job done we returned 
to the car park and found a small flock of the 
lovely finches sitting on a wall!!! 
 
Driving back down the hill we parked to eat 
our lunch as we watched Dipper, Wren and 
Grey Wagtail. Other stops produced more 
Moussier’s Redstarts, a flock of nearly 200 
Red-billed Chough, a single Cirl Bunting 
and a couple more Long-legged Buzzards. 
 
 

SOME OF THE GROUP WALKING BACK DOWN THE VALLEY AFTER FINDING THE 



CRIMSON-WINGED FINCH IN THE BERBER VILLAGE 
 
 
Back at the hotel we sat on the terrace drinking HOT mint tea as we watched another Levaillant’s 
Woodpecker and also many of the species seen earlier in the day, a couple of new species for the trip were 
Eurasian Sparrowhawk and Common Moorhen.  

DAY 3 - FEB 9TH 2012  

OURIKA – BOUMALNE DU DADES VIA TIZI-N-TICHKA PASS AND QUARZAZATE 

This was a long day of travelling, but despite being in the bus for several hours we still managed to see a 
remarkable 81 species! 

We took an early breakfast and departed from the hotel at 8am, it was dull and overcast but it brightened up 
later. After an hour on the road we stopped to look for Thekla Larks by the roadside, before long we found 
several, also Moussier’s Redstart, Corn Bunting, Blue Rock Thrush and many African Chaffinches. 

Next we stopped to admire a Great Grey Shrike before stopping to look at the rubbish dump at Ait Ourir. 
What a sight, 11 birders looking over the wall at rubbish, the Moroccans must think we are mad!! However 
the dump proved very productive for us, there were many White Storks and Cattle Egrets but we also 
found: Little Ringed Plover, Common Sandpiper, Grey Heron and lots of White Wagtails together with 
several Yellow Wagtails. A small flock of Spotless Starlings held one Common Starling. 

Our lunch stop was at the other side of the 
Tiz-N-Tichka Pass where a small pine forest 
delivered Common Crossbill, Firecrest, the 
very bright Moroccan Greenfinch 
subspecies and Coal Tit. We sat on the 
terrace of a restaurant in warm sunshine 
whilst we watched many Black Wheatears, 
House Buntings, a fly by Black Kite and a 
very distant falcon species. 

As we approached Quarzazate, leaving the 
mountains behind us, we noticed the Black 
Wheatear was being replaced by the White 
Crowned Wheatear as the habitat changed. 
Then we found a great bird in the shape of 
Magreb Wheatear (formerly Mourning). 
What a superb little bird and a great find, a 

couple of Trumpeter Finches were also seen at the same place. 

 

                         THE MAGREB WHEATEAR 

Our last stop was the huge reservoir just east of Quarzazate; we made two stops and drove as near to the 
waters edge as possible. Over the next 2 hours we amassed a creditable list of species the most notable of 



which were: Desert Lark, Common Quail, Osprey, Western Marsh Harrier, Marbled Duck, Ruddy 
Shelduck, a Black Stork (a very good find), and good numbers of Shoveler. 

 

 

A few Wigeon, a single Gadwall and lots of 
Little & Great Crested Grebes joined 
hundreds of Common Coot on the water. The 
water level was very low; a reflection of the 
low rainfall in Morocco over the last winter 
and, because of this, vast areas of dead and 
dying weeds covered the banks. These areas 
were, in turn covered in Wagtails, there must 
have 3-4 hundred, we did find one Moroccan 
Wagtail and many Yellow Wagtail with the 
ubiquitous White Wagtail. 

We left the reservoir as the light faded and 
made the last leg of the journey in the twilight 
hours, one Little Owl finished our bird count 
for the day. 

 THE GROUP AT THE QUARZAZATE RESERVOIR 

DAY 4  -  FEB 10TH 2012 -  

BOUMALNE DADES - TAGDILT 
TRACK - DADES GORGE 
 
It was a very cold night followed by an 
even colder day, the water in my drinks 
bottle was frozen overnight in the 
minibus! 
 
However I was with a group from 
Norway and they thought it was warm? 
We left the hotel just after 8am and after 
a nice (but delayed) breakfast. Our first 
stop was 500 meters from the hotel at a 
small rubbish dump where we found 
Red-rumped Wheatear, Trumpeter 
Finch, Thekla Lark and Desert Lark. 
 
                                                                                            
 RED-RUMPED WHEATEAR 
  
 
After an hour or so we drove around to the 'new' Tagdilt Track where we spent the rest of the morning. We 
found a flock of Lesser Short-toed Larks before we stopped to search an area known to have held 



sandgrouse in the past. An hour of searching produced several more Lesser Short-toed Larks and quite a 
few Temminck's Horned Larks 
 
We then drove onto the Tagdilt Track proper and soon discovered more new species. 
The 'must see' Hoopoe Lark was a great joy to watch, this very plain looking grey bird explodes into colour 
as it executes its stunning aerial display flight, a real crowd pleaser. 
 
We walked a fair distance noting several Long-legged Buzzards and then a large flock of Black Bellied 
Sandgrouse was seen to land in the distance. We had reasonable views of the sandgrouse feeding before our 
attention was diverted to raptors soaring above us, a pair of Long-legged buzzards was mobbing a Bonelli's 

Eagle giving us more views and a  
dramatic aerial display. 
 
Over the next hour we watched several 
species but only added Skylark to our list 
so we drove to the famous Dads Gorge 
where we ate a restaurant lunch. Later we 
explored the gorge and found Crag 
Martin, Black Wheatear, Rock 
Bunting, House Bunting, Rock Dove 
and our bird of the day: Tristram's 
Warbler. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 The Tagdilt Track looking back towards Boumalne Dades 
 
After this excitement we concluded our birding with a walk just outside our hotel, we didn't discover 
anything new but we had a good time watching several common species. 
 
DAY 5  -  FEB 11TH 2012 

BOUMALNE DADES – MERZOUGA WITH STOPS AT TAGDILT, GOULMIMA & RISSANI 

Today was transfer day; we moved from 
Boumalne Dades to Merzouga, there was 
plenty of birding along the way in perfect 
weather. The temperature rose into the mid 
20’s for the first time and we began to shed 
layers of clothing. 

In the hotel grounds we found Blue Rock 
Thrush, Black Redstart, House Bunting 
and even a Desert Lark which flew onto the 
garden wall. We set off at 8 am and drove 
straight to the small pools and the river that 
we found yesterday along the ‘new road’ to 
Tagdilt. Hoping for sandgrouse but not 



finding any, however there were plenty of other birds to watch. Several flocks of Trumpeter Finch were 
joined by Lesser Short-toed Larks coming down to drink and it was one of the unfortunate finches that was 
grabbed by a hungry Sparrowhawk as dashed in for breakfast, the poor little lark lost its footing on the ice 
as the hawk approached. It was a great show for us and was caught on camera by one or two of the group. 
Other birds seen were: Thekla Lark, Corn Bunting, Long-legged Buzzard, White Wagtail, Moussier’s 
Redstart, Black Redstart & Desert Lark. 

 Typical stone-desert plain near Goulmima where the Scrub Warbler breeds 

We stopped to buy lunch in Goulmima 
before stopping off just passed the town at 
a wadi (dry river bed). We hoped to see 
Fulvous Babbler but had to settle for a 
more exciting find, Scrub Warbler. We 
found three of these little gems with their 
comical feeding method. They literally 
hop on the sand from bush to bush and 
then from underneath the bush they jump 
up to grab food from the lower twigs. 

A second stop produced another four 
Scrub Warblers but no Babblers, other 
birds found were Trumpeter Finch, 
Crested Lark, Thekla Lark, Great Grey 
Shrike, Greenfinch and Black Redstart. 

Other stops throughout the day produced: 
Lanner Falcon, a surprising Dartford Warbler, Tristram’s Warbler, Moussier’s Redstart, Stonechat, 
Eurasian Chiffchaff and finally a group of 12 Fulvous Babblers. 

As we approached Rissani we made a detour to act upon some recent information regarding a location for a 
roosting Pharaoh Eagle Owl. The information proved to be correct and the owl was seen, beautifully, by all 
of the group. We also added Brown Necked Raven to our list at the same site. 

We arrived at our Auberge at 7pm in the 
dark and our last bird of the day was, of 
course, a Little Owl seen sitting on a pole 
along the road. 

 

 

The Pharaoh Eagle Owl 

 

 



 

 

DAY 6  - FEB 12TH 2012  

MERZOUGA - ERG CHEBBI SAND DUNE SYSTEM AND SURROUNDING AREA. 

Most of the group were up at dawn to 
watch the very colourful sunrise over the 
Erg Chebbi dunes we then ate a tasty 
breakfast at 7am. We were soon on the 
road heading for the North side of the 
dunes in search of desert species. A few 
Brown Necked Ravens were our first 
birds of the day; we stopped to 
photograph them on the way out of 
Merzouga. 

 

 

 

                                                                                                White-crowned Wheatear  

In this desert region of Morocco you do 
not expect to see a huge variety of 
species but the ones you do see are 
quality species, today was no 
exception. Our first stop was just a few 
kilometers from Merzouga; a shout 
rang out from the back of the bus as a 
bird was seen by the side of the road. 
We all jumped out and began searching 
the nearest scrubland. Soon we found 
Desert Wheatear; a couple of fine 
looking males were vying for the best 
song posts. Then we saw up 5 Hoopoe 
Larks, two of which were performing 
their kamikaze-like display flights. 

Not long after, we located a pair of 
Cream Coloured Coursers, an 
unexpected surprise, we didn’t expect them to be back on their breeding grounds in February, and these were 
the birds seen from the bus.  

Our next couple of stops were to look for Desert Warbler in suitable habitats, but we failed to see any. We 
did find Great Grey Shrike (elegans subspecies), Trumpeter Finch and more Desert Wheatears. 



 
 

We reached our destination at the side of the Erg Chebbi sand dune system, Cafe Yasmina. This is where we 
were hoping to find Desert Sparrow. After an hour of looking we had no luck so most of the group set off 
on foot across the sand dunes. We were told that a Bedouin Camp could be found after about a 45 minute 
walk, that was our goal, it was very hard going and in hot sunshine. Most of the group made it and were 
rewarded with excellent views of the elusive Desert Sparrow; they also found a group of Fulvous Babblers. 

 

One of my favourite desert species - the Hoopoe Lark 

 

Meanwhile, back at Cafe Yasmina, a pair of Desert 
Sparrows was seen in the tamarisk scrub by the rest of 
the group. Once we had all reassembled we ate a lovely 
lunch on the Cafe terrace in warm sunshine. 

A male Desert Sparrow - I have yet to capture a good 
image - better luck next time 

We then set off to complete our quest in search of the 
Desert Warbler. We found another small flock of Desert Sparrows (6) before walking off into a wadi not 
too far from Cafe Yasmina. We found several Bar-tailed Desert Larks, Hoopoe Larks, and Trumpeter 
Finches but no warblers. Several more attempts were made before the light began to fade and our legs began 
to tire. Other birds seen during our search were: Spectacled Warbler (our first for the trip), Tristram’s 
Warbler, Common Chiffchaff, Great Grey Shrike, 
Laughing Dove and several common species. At one 
stage, two White-crowned Wheatears landed on the 
roof of the bus, they chased one another around and 
one even landed on the wing mirror, how cool was 
that? 

 

The Bar-tailed Desert lark can be difficult to 
identify if not seen well - this one sat just a few 
meters from us - normally they run around none-stop. 

 

 

We returned to the hotel just as it was getting dark, we had seen only 26 species but some of them were 
highly rated and ‘must-see’ species. We planned to continue our quest for elusive Desert Warbler 
tomorrow! 

 



 

 

DAY 7 - FEB 13TH 2012   

MERZOUGA – RISSANI VIA KASBAH SAID 

Our last full day in the desert region started at 7am with a Moroccan breakfast of bread, jams, pancakes and 
honey. It was a chilly start to the day with a very cold wind. 

Our morning objective was to catch up with the Desert Warbler which had eluded us so far. We searched a 
couple of wadis along the main road to Rissani without success. We then drove to a large wadi adjacent 
Kasbah Said, where after just a few minutes we finally found a Desert Warbler, the bird showed very well 

and all the group had great views of it. 
During our earlier search we also found 
another Magreb Wheatear (female) and all 
the usual desert species. 

 

AT LAST - THE DESERT WARBLER IS 
FINALLY FOUND!! 

 

 

We stopped and bought our lunch as we passed through Rissani, we then travelled to the outskirts of the town 
to look for the Long-billed Crested Lark. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Along the way a Hoopoe flew up from the side of the road and we all got out of the bus to watch it. We 
found the Long-billed Crested Lark very easily and in the same area we saw Great Grey Shrike, 
Laughing Dove, Common Chiffchaff, Common Bubul, Common Kestrel and several other species. 



The rest of the day was spent in the hills along the Alnif road where we spent a few hours looking for 
sandgrouse; we also spent a good deal of time along the river. 

 

A VIEW OF THE RIVER SHOWING 
BLACK STORK, GREAT WHITE 
EGRET, GREY HERON AND LITTLE 
EGRET. 

 

 

 

 

 

At the river during two visits we found: Great White Egret, Little Egret, Black Stork, Little Grebe, 
Ruddy Shelduck, Common Kingfisher, Cetti’s Warbler, Moroccan Wagtail, White Wagtail and another 
Hoopoe. 

 

LONG-BILLED CRESTED LARK 

 

During our trek in search of sandgrouse we 
found a beautiful male Magreb Wheatear, 
Desert Wheatear, Desert Lark, Bar-tailed 
Desert Lark, Spectacled Warbler, 
Tristram’s Warbler, Barbary Falcon, 
Black Kite and up to 30 Brown-necked 
Ravens. 

 

 

Our last bird of the day was, again, the diminutive Little Owl, we found two of them perched as we passed 
through the suburbs of Rissani on the way back to Merzouga. 

 

 

 



DAY 8  - FEB 14TH 2012 

MERZOUGA – TALIOUINE VIA AGZE AND THE DRAA VALLEY 

It was another glorious day of sunshine; however we spent most of it in the bus travelling over 400 
kilometers. We did stop several times but only added I new species to our list but we did see some excellent 
birds along the way. 

We set off at 8am and drove the 37 kilometers to Rissani, during the trip we made a couple of unofficial 
stops to look at Cream Coloured Coursers, Desert Lark and Hoopoe Lark, we also saw several Brown-
necked Ravens. 

Our first official stop was just outside Rissani on the Alnif road at the river. There we hoped to find 
Sandgrouse coming to drink but alas, not one turned up. We did see several interesting species such as 
Moroccan Wagtail, Great White Egret and Ruddy Shelduck. 

Between Rissani and Agze we stopped to watch a pair of soaring Lanner Falcons, a couple of Long-legged 
Buzzards and a pair of Bonelli’s Eagles. We bought our lunch in Agze and ate it just a couple of kilometers 
outside of the town. From there we travelled to Taznakht, noting Black, Magreb and over 40 White 
Crowned Wheatears! We stopped to look for sandgrouse just west of Taznakht, we were successful this 
time, but we found only two Black-bellied Sandgrouse and only two of the group saw them. A couple of 
Desert Wheatears and Desert Larks were also seen. 

 

A BLACK REDSTART - THE ONLY 
PICTURE I TOOK TODAY 

We finally arrived at Taliouine at 5pm where 
we dropped our luggage into our rooms and 
set off for a bit of birding, making use of the 
excellent afternoon light whilst it lasted. We 
saw many common species all of which had 
been seen before by at least some of the 
group, but some species were seen for the 
first time by others, these species included 
Spanish Sparrow, Great Tit, Serin and 
Laughing Dove. 

We ate a lovely chicken Tagine before 
retiring for the night, our bird log only included one new species for the trip and that was Sand Martin. 

DAY 9  - FEB 15TH 2012 

TALIOUINE – CAPE RHIR (VIA SOUSS VALLEY AND AGADIR) – OUED SOUSS 
 
What an amazing day we had today, we spent 5 -6 hours travelling and yet we amassed an incredible 112 
species! This is quite remarkable considering we spent only a few hours in the field but it just shows what a 
great birding location Morocco really is. The weather was again superb with unbroken sunshine all day and 
hardly a breeze, it was quite warm too. 



We left our Auberge at Taliouine at 8am and set off toward Agadir, after 30km we passed through the town 
of Alouez then over the Souss River where we stopped to visit the picturesque Gorge. 

We spent a good hour finding many species, on the cliffs we were entertained by Common Kestrels which 
were attacked by a Sparrowhawk, then just after the fight one of the Kestrels took a House Martin in mid air. 
A pair of Peregrine Falcons was found on the other side of the valley but they didn’t perform for us. 

 

THE ALOUEZ GORGE AND THE SPARROWHAWK 
HAVING A REST AFTER ITS TUSSLE WITH A 
KESTREL 

On the river and in the wooded valley we produced an 
impressive list, the best of which included: Black-crowned 
Night Heron, Kingfisher, Green and Common 

Sandpiper, Water Pipit, Little and Cattle Egrets, Common Bubul and many common species. 

 

BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON 

Moving on westward we dropped down into 
the Souss Valley, passing kilometer after 
kilometer of Argana Forest before reaching 
more open fields with scattered trees and 
shrubs. This is ideal habitat for the Black-
winged Kite. Wes spent half an hour 
searching the area before finding our first 
one, what a stunning little bird of prey that 
one is. Whilst searching for it we also 
located Marsh Harrier, Long-legged 
Buzzard, several Black Kites, Crested and 
Thekla Larks, Great Grey Shrike, 
Moussier’s Redstart, Corn Bunting and 

Barbary Partridge. 



We drove around the very busy Agadir and then drove northward along the coast, we noted Yellow-legged 
and Lesser Black-backed Gulls along the way. On reaching Cape Rhir we came upon a small flock of 14 
Bald Ibis feeding by the side of the road. What a great find and a great help as it saved us driving all the way 
up to Tamri. After admiring this strange looking beast we set off back southward to Agadir and onto the 
Nature Reserve at Oued Souss. 

 

BALD IBIS 

It was now 4:30pm so we had just a couple 
of hours of daylight left and boy did we use 
that time effectively. The tide was turning in 
our favour, as it began to rise the birds began 
to amass on the muddy banks, these included 
over 100 White Storks all in a very dirty, 
muddy state. We counted over twenty new 
species for our list within the first half hour! 
The birds ranged in size from Greater 
Flamingo to Little Stint and from the 
mighty Osprey to the elegant Avocet. 

We walked along the river bank on the 
heath-land and headed down-river to the shore line, more waders and wildfowl were found there, Dunlin, 
Knot, Curlew, Curlew Sandpiper, Sanderling, Kentish Plover, ‘shanks’ of the Red & Green and Spotted 
varieties, In fact our daily wader tally reached 24 species! 

Near the shore we found a couple of Stone Curlew and from our vantage point on high sand dune we 
overlooked a pool which held: Eurasian Spoonbill, Little Egret, Ruff, Common Snipe, Spotted 
Redshank, Black-tailed and Bar-tailed Godwits, Black-winged Stilts and Grey Plover. 

 

ZITTING CISTICOLA 

It was now getting dark so we moved back 
up river towards the woodland which 
surrounds the Palace of the King of 
Morocco. It was there that we waited for 
darkness and the appearance of the Red-
necked Nightjar and sure enough, right on 
cue, we saw and heard three or four of them, 
this was a very apt ending for a very 

successful day, our last birds of the day were another couple of Stone Curlews, we heard them screaming 
and trilling overhead in the darkness as we returned to the bus. 

The day finished back at the hotel which was just a few minutes drive from the Oued Souss, we had a 
splendid 3 course meal washed down with a couple of cold tinnies! 

 



DAY 10 - FEB 16TH 2012 

SOUSS MASSA NATIONAL PARK - OUED SOUS  
 
This was our last day of the tour and it was as good as the first! The weather was superb, clear sky with all 
day sunshine and fantastic light. 
 
Before we set off we logged Pallid Swift from the hotel car park, our first swifts of the tour. We then drove 
due south for about 60km, within the bus there was a buzz of excitement as we headed southward from 
Agadir to Souss Massa, this famous national park promises so much! 
 
There were several species still to find and one of them was Little Swift, after about 30 minutes a shout went 
up from the bus "Little Swift", we all piled out of the bus and watched about 14 of these small swifts drifting 
above us. 

 
The approach road into the Souss Massa 
National Park is usually very good for birding, 
today was no exception, we found a Barbary 
Falcon on a pylon and it allowed very close 
approach for the photographers. 
 
We disembarked from the bus on the track 
which overlooks the river and surrounding 
countryside, from our high vantage point we 
found a number of good species within the 
first half an hour. The first was a small flock 
of Spanish Sparrows which posed perfectly 
for the cameras then we found a couple of 
Plain Martins feeding over the river. Next 
came a Purple Heron, again, it was seen as it 
flew over the river. 
 

 
ONE OF OUR FIRST SIGHTINGS AT 
SOUSS MASSA - SPANISH SPARROW 
 
 
 
The next bird raised a great deal of 
excitement and appreciation; it was a Black-
crowned Tchagra, a bird most wanted by 
the group. It performed really well and gave 
exceptional views, at the same time a couple 
of the group were tracking down a pipit in 
the next field, it turned out to be a Tree 
Pipit, a really unusual sighting for February 
in Morocco! 
 
THE BLACK CROWNED TCHAGRA 
ALLOWED US TO GET VERY CLOSE 
 



We continued the walk along the main track towards the river mouth, where we added Laughing Dove, 
Moussier's Redstart, Spectacled Warbler, Sardinian Warbler, Little Owl, Glossy Ibis, Mediterranean 
Gull and three more Tchagra to our daily tally. 

 
By the time we reached the beach it had got 
very warm, so after a short sea-watch, which 
produced Northern Gannet, Sandwich Tern, 
Balearic Shearwater, Arctic Skua and 
Audouin's Gull, we retired to one of the 
beach hotels for lunch. 
 
After lunch we spent an hour or so to the south 
of the village of Massa where we searched the 
farmland for Moustached Warbler. The 
warbler failed to show but we did see: 
Common Snipe, Little Ringed Plover, Great 
Spotted Cuckoo, a flock of some 10 Water 
Pipits and many other species. We also, found 
an active nesting site of the Plain Martin. 
 
 

ONE OF THE 4 SPOONBILLS SEEN AT THE 'POOLS' AT OUED SOUSS 
 
The final part of the afternoon was spent back in Agadir at the Oued Sous. We noted most of the birds from 
yesterday, it was terrific in the afternoon light and the bird life was prolific. In superb weather conditions the 
sun went down and we logged our final new bird sighting of the tour, a Hen Harrier. A couple of Red-
necked Nightjars sang to us as we left the reserve. 
 
Our final bird call at dinner reported a trip total of 176 species, it was a grand total indeed for Morocco in 
February and it would have been even better if we had been lucky with a few birds not found in the desert 
region! 
 
Everyone said they had enjoyed the trip and were pleased with the results. This was the first ever field trip of 
www.birdid.no and in my opinion, it was a great success.  
 
 

SPECIES LIST FOR FEBRUARY 7TH – 17TH AND MARCH 17TH – 27TH 2012 

 

SPECIES SCIENTICIFIC NAME FEB MA
R 

1. Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus √ √ 
2. Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis √ √ 
3. Northern Gannet Morus bassanus √ √ 
4. Great Cormorant   Phalacrocorax c. moroccanus √ √ 
5. Balearic Shearwater Pufinus mauretanicus √  
6. Little Egret  Egretta garzetta √ √ 



7. Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis √ √ 
8. Great Egret Casmerodius ablus √ √ 
9. Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea √ √ 
10. Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea √ √ 
11. Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides  √ 
12. Black-crowned Night Heron Nyticorax nyticorax √ √ 
13. White Stork  Ciconia ciconia √ √ 
14. Black Stork Ciconia nigra √  
15. Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus √ √ 
16. Bald Ibis Geronticus eremita √ √ 
17. Eurasian Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia √ √ 
18. Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus ruber √ √ 
19. Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna √ √ 
20. Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea √ √ 
21. Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos √ √ 
22. Gadwall  Anas strepera √  
23. Wigeon Anas penelope √  
24. Common Teal  Anas crecca √ √ 
25. Northern Shoveler  Anas clypeata √ √ 
26. Marbled Duck Marmaronetta angustirostris √ √ 
27. Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus  √ 
28. Black-winged Kite  Elanus caeruleus √ √ 
29. Black Kite  Milvus migrans √ √ 
30. Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus √ √ 
31. Montagu's Harrier  Circus pygargus  √ 
32. Hen Harrier Circus cyancus √  
33. Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus √  
34. Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus cirtensis √ √ 
35. Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos √  
36. Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus  √ 
37. Booted Eagle  Hieraaetus pennatus  √ 
38. Bonelli’s Eagle Hieraaetus fascinatus √ √ 
39. Osprey  Pandion haliaetus √ √ 
40. Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni  √ 
41. Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus √ √ 
42. Lanner Falco biarmicus √ √ 
43. Barbary Falcon Falco pelegrinoides √ √ 
44. Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus √ √ 
45. Barbary Partridge Alectoris barbara √ √ 
46. Common Quail  Coturnix coturnix H  
47. Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus √ √ 
48. Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra √ √ 
49. Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus √ √ 
50. Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus √ √ 
51. Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta               √ √ 
52. Stone Curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus √ √ 



53. Cream-coloured Courser Cursorius cursor √ √ 
54. Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula √ √ 
55. Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius √ √ 
56. Kentish Plover  Charadrius alexandrinus √ √ 
57. Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola √ √ 
58. Sanderling  Calidris alba √ √ 
59. Little Stint  Calidris minuta √ √ 
60. Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea √ √ 
61. Dunlin  Calidris alpina √ √ 
62. Red Knot Calidris canutus √  
63. Ruff  Philomachus pugnax √ √ 
64. Common Snipe   Gallinago gallinago √ √ 
65. Woodcock Scolopax rusticola √  
66. Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa √ √ 
67. Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica √ √ 
68. Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus  √ 
69. Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata √ √ 
70. Spotted Redshank  Tringa erythropus √ √ 
71. Common Redshank  Tringa totanus √ √ 
72. Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia √ √ 
73. Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus √ √ 
74. Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola  √ 
75. Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos √ √ 
76. Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres √ √ 
77. Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus √ √ 
78. Black-headed Gull  Larus ridibundus √ √ 
79. Slender-billed Gull Larus genei √ √ 
80. Audouin’s Gull Larus audouinii √ √ 
81. Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus f.  graellsii/intermedius √ √ 
82. Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis √ √ 
83. Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica  √ 
84. Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia   √ 
85. Sandwich Tern  Sterna sandvicensis √ √ 
86. Common Tern  Sterna hirundo  √ 
87. Whiskered Tern  Chlidonias hybridus  √ 
88. Crowned Sandgrouse Pterocles coronatus  √ 
89. Spotted Sandgrouse Pterocles senegallus  √ 
90. Black-bellied Sandgrouse Pterocles orientalis √ √ 
91. Rock Dove /Feral Pigeon Columba livia  √ √ 
92. Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto √ √ 
93. Common Woodpigeon  Columba palumbus excelsa √ √ 
94. Laughing Dove Streptopelia  senegalensis  √ √ 
95. Great Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius √ √ 
96. Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus  √ 
97. ‘Pharaoh’ Eagle Owl  Bubo ascalaphus √ √ 
98. Little Owl  Athene noctua √ √ 



99. Magreb Tawny Owl Strix aluco mauritanica  H 
100. Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus √  
101. Red-necked Nightjar Caprimulgus ruficollis √  
102. Alpine Swift Apus melba √ √ 
103. Common Swift  Apus apus  √ 
104. Pallid Swift  Apus pallidus                        √ √ 
105. Little Swift Apus affinus √ √ 
106. Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis √ √ 
107. European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster  √ 
108. Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops √ √ 
109. Levaillant’s Woodpecker Picus vaillantii √ √ 
110. Great Spotted Wooopecker D. major mauritanus √ √ 
111. Bar-tailed desert Lark Ammomanes cinctura √ √ 
112. Desert lark Ammonanes deserti  √ √ 
113. Hoopoe Lark Alaemon alaudipes √ √ 
114. Thick-billed Lark Rhamphocoris clotbey  √ 
115. Greater Short-toed Lark  Calandrella brachydactyla   √ 
116. Lesser Short-toed Lark Candrella rufescens minor √ √ 
117. Crested Lark  Galerida cristata √ √ 
118. Long-billed Crested Lark Galarida c. riggenbachi √ √ 
119. Thekla Lark Galerida theklae aguirrei √ √ 
120. Skylark  Alauda arvensis √ √ 
121. Horned (Shore) Lark Eremophilia alpesris atlas √ √ 
122. Temminck’s Horned Lark Eremophilia bilopha √ √ 
123. Plain Martin Riparia paludicola √ √ 
124. Sand Martin  Riparia riparia √ √ 
125. Crag Martin Pryonoprogne  rupestris √ √ 
126. Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica √ √ 
127. Red-rumped Swallow  Hirundo daurica √ √ 
128. House Martin  Delichon urbica √ √ 
129. Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris  √ 
130. Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis √ √ 
131. Meadow Pipit Anthus prtaensis √ √ 
132. Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta √ √ 
133. Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea √ √ 
134. Yellow Wagtail   Motacilla flava iberiae/flava √ √ 
135. White Wagtail Motacilla alba √ √ 
136. Moroccan Wagtail Motacilla alba subpersonata √ √ 
137. Common Bubul Pycnonotus barbatus √ √ 
138. Dipper Cinclus cinclus √ √ 
139. Wren Troglodytes troglodytes √ H 
140. European Robin Erithacus rubecula √ √ 
141. Alpine Accentor Prunella collaris √  
142. Bluethroat Luscinia svecica √  
143. Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos √ √ 
144. Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros √ √ 



145. Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus  √ 
146. Moussier’s Redstart Phoenicurus moussieri √ √ 
147. Whinchat Saxicola rubetra  √ 
148. Stonechat Saxicola torquata √ √ 
149. Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe  √ 
150. Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica  √ 
151. Desert Wheatear Oenanthe deserti √ √ 
152. Red-rumped Wheatear Oenanthe oesta √ √ 
153. Magreb Wheatear Oenanthe halophila √ √ 
154. White-crowned Wheatear Oenanthe leucopyga √ √ 
155. Black Wheatear Oenanthe leucura √ √ 
156. Blue Rock Thrush Montacilla solitarius √ √ 
157. Eurasian Blackbird  Turdus merula √ √ 
158. Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus deichleri √ √ 
159. Song Thrush Turdus philomelos √ √ 
160. Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti √ √ 
161. Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis √ √ 
162. Scrub Warbler Scotocerca inquieta √ √ 
163. Moustached Warbler Acrocephalus melanopogon  √ 
164. Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus  √ 
165. Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus  √ 
166. W. Olivaceous Warbler Hippolais opaca  √ 
167. Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata √  
168. Tristram’s Warbler Sylvia deserticola √ √ 
169. Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata √ √ 
170. Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala                 √ √ 
171. Subalpine Warbler  Sylvia cantillans √ √ 
172. African Desert Warbler Sylvia deserti √ √ 
173. Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla  √ 
174. Garden Warbler Sylvia borin √ √ 
175. Western Bonelli’s Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli  √ 
176. Eurasian Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita √ √ 
177. Iberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus ibericus √ √ 
178. Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus                √ 
179. Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus √  
180. Fulvus Babbler Turdoides fulvus √ √ 
181. Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata  √ 
182. Coal Tit Parus ater √ √ 
183. African Blue Tit  Cyanistes teneriffae 

ultramarinus 
√ √ 

184. Great Tit   Parus major excelsus √ √ 
185. Black-crowned Tchagra Tchagra senegala √ √ 
186. Great Grey Shrike   Lanius  e. elegans √ √ 
187. Great Grey shrike Lanius e. algeriensis √ √ 
188. Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator √ √ 
189. Magreb Magpie  Pica pica mauritanica √ √ 
190. Alpine Chough Pyrrhocorax graculus √ √ 



191. Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax √ √ 
192. Common or Northern Raven  Corvus corax √ √ 
193. Brown-necked Raven Corvus ruficollis √ √ 
194. Spotless Starling  Sturnus unicolor √ √ 
195. Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris √  
196. House Sparrow  Passer domesticus √ √ 
197. Spanish Sparrow  Passer hispaniolensis √ √ 
198. Desert Sparrow Passer simplex √ √ 
199. Rock (Petronia) Sparrow Petronia petronia √ √ 
200. African Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs africana √ √ 
201. European Serin  Serinus serinus √ √ 
202. European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris voousi √ √ 
203. European Goldfinch   Carduelis carduelis parva √ √ 
204. Eurasian Linnet  Carduelis cannabina √ √ 
205. Trumpeter Finch Bucanetes githagineus √ √ 
206. Crimson-winged Finch Rhodopechys sanguinea √ √ 
207. Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes √ √ 
208. Crossbill Loxia curvirostra √  
209. Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus √ √ 
210. Rock Bunting Emberiza cia √ √ 
211. House Bunting Emberiza striolata √ √ 
212. Corn Bunting  Miliaria calandra √ √ 
  

TOTALS 
*This total includes 3 subspecies not yet split from the nominate species: 
 
Great Grey Shrike (Lanius e. elegans) 
Moroccan Wagtail: (Motacilla alba subpersonata) 
Long-billed Crested Lark: (Galerida c. riggenbachi) 
 

179* 193* 

 


