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PLACES VISITED 
 

DAY 1 
 

JANUARY 8TH 

Arrival at Bogota, transfer to Chingaza National Park, visit to La 
Calera Hummingbird Garden, night in Bogota 

DAY 2 
 

JANUARY 9TH 

Laguna Tabacal & Jardin Encantado  (‘Enchanted Garden’), 
night in Bogota 

DAY 3 
 

JANUARY 10TH 

Parque de Florida – internal flight transfer Bogota to Pereira, 
night in Pereira 

DAY 4 
 

JANUARY 11TH 

Transfer from Pereira to Montezuma Lodge – Tatama National 
Park, night at Montezuma Lodge 

DAY 5 
 

JANUARY 12TH 

Tatama National Park all day, high elevation section 2400 
meters, night at Montezuma Lodge 

DAY 6 
# 

JANUARY 13TH 

Tatama National Park all day - Mid-Level elevation 2000 - 1600 
meters, night at Montezuma Lodge 

DAY 7 
 

JANUARY 14TH 

Tatama National Park low elevation – Transfer to Otũn-
Quimbaya Nature Reserve, night at Quimbaya Lodge 

DAY 8 
 

JANUARY 15TH 

Otũn-Quimbaya Nature Reserve all day – 2000 meters elevation, 
night at Quimbaya Lodge 

DAY 9 
 

JANUARY 16TH 

Transfer from Otũn-Quimbaya to Rio Blanco Reserve with stops 
at the Manizales Water treatment plant and the track to Los 
Termales, night at Rio Blanco Lodge 

DAY 10 
 

JANUARY 17TH 
Rio Blanco Reserve all day. (2400 meters), night at Manizales 

DAY 11 
 

JANUARY 18TH 

The Páramo – Los Nevados NP 3200-4000 meters, also 
Termales Spa Hotel Grounds and the Manizales track, night at 
the Termales Spa Hotel 

DAY 12 
 

JANUARY 19TH 

Manizales Road then transfer from Termales Hotel to Jardin, 
hotel Casa Passiflora 

DAY 13 
 

JANUARY 20TH 

Jardin – Yellow-eared Parrot Nature Reserve – Local Garden in 
Jardin for ‘Cock-of-the-Rock’ lek, night in Hotel Passiflora 

DAY 14 
# 

JANUARY 21ST 

Transfer from Jardin to Medellin with two stops in the Cauca 
Valley, night in central Medellin 

DAY 15 
 

JANUARY 22ND 

Transfer from Medellin to Chestnut-capped Piha Nature Reserve 
and Lodge with two stops in the Cauca Valley, night at Piha 
Lodge 

DAY 16 
 

JANUARY 23RD 

All day in the Chestnut-capped Piha Reserve. 1400 – 1600 
meters,night at Piha Lodge 

DAY 17 
 

JANUARY 24TH 

Transfer from Chestnut-capped Piha Reserve to Medellin and an 
internal flight to Bogota then an International overnight flight to 
London 



DAY 1 – 8TH JANUARY 2019 

 

Chingaza National Park, La Calera Hummingbird Garden 

 
WEATHER:  a great start to the trip with a cloudless sunny morning, cloudy with rain later.  

 
We arrived in Bogota after a long overnight flight from London, it was 5am local time when we met our guide 

Johnnier and left the airport to find breakfast. We drove in the dark for an hour, the traffic was surprisingly 

heavy even at this time of the day.  

 

It was just getting light at 6am as we sat down 

at a roadside café for breakfast in the town of 

La Calera, our first two birds of the trip were 

Great Thrush and Feral Pigeon, ha! It was 

after 7am when we arrived at our first birding 

destination, The National Park of Chingaza. 

This reserve is huge, over 53,000 ha. and is 

located in the mountains above Bogota giving 

good access to montane forest and paramo.  

 

We got off the bus after a long climb, we were 

3,000 meters above sea level at the start of our 

walk and finished at nearly 4,000. The 

landscape changed from open pastures, to 

forest then at the top the trees gave way to 

scrub, called the Paramo. Many of the Eastern 

Andean highland (near) endemics can be found here and scenery is stunning. 

 

The number of species wasn’t huge but the significance of many of them on a national basis was colossal. The 

superb Crimson-mantled Woodpecker was beautiful, so was the Golden-fronted Whitestart and the Scarlet-

bellied Mountain-Tanager. Both the Blue-

backed and the Rufous Browed Conebills 

showed up as did Silvery-throated Spinetail, 

Pale-bellied Tapaculo and the Rufous Antpitta. 

 

               Scarlet-bellied Mountain-Tanager 

 

After a while one or two of the group began to 

feel the effect of the altitude and this coupled 

with a long exhaustive flight, began to take its 

toll. The going was tough, we continued until 

1pm before driving back down into La Calera for 

a nice lunch. 

 

For the afternoon we concentrated our efforts on 

Hummingbirds, so we visited a Hummingbird 

Garden just outside of town. Unfortunately for 

us the weather turned just as we got there so the 

light was pretty bad, it rained lightly and thunder 

was ever-present during our stay. 

 

You can see up to 18 different species of 

hummers in this particular garden which was alive with them, the garden was covered in blossoming flowers 



and about 10 hummingbird feeders. Some of the 

star hummers were:  Black-tailed Trainbearer, 

Glowing Puffleg, Blue-throated Starfrontlet, 

Sword-billed Hummingbird and Great 

Sapphirewing. 

 

White-bellied Woodstar 

 

We ended our day around 5pm and drove back 

into Bogota to our hotel. We all met at 7pm for 

dinner which was taken in a lovely restaurant 

around the corner, it was an early night for all of 

us, we needed a good sleep to catch up on last 

night’s lost sleep during our long flight. 

 

 

 

DAY 2 – 9TH JANUARY 2019 

 

Laguna Tabacal & Jardin Encantado (enchanted garden) 

 
WEATHER:  another great morning with broken sunshine with some very warm sunny spells. Cloudy 

late afternoon.  

 

We had a terrific start to our birding day once we got to our first birding location. We left the hotel at 5:30am 

and drove out of town for an hour or so before stopping for breakfast, another 40 minute drive got us to the 

Laguna Tabacal car park. 

 

A local municipal park includes the Laguna Tabacal, which is a crater lake, and the surrounding secondary 

forest. The birding was fantastic, it was so good that it took us 2 ½ hours to get out of the car park, birds were 

everywhere. Woodpeckers, Woodcreepers, 

Hummers, Tanagers, Antshrikes, Wrens, 

Becards, Flycatchers, what seemed to be an 

endless number of new birds kept popping up, it 

was quite mind-blowing at times. These were 

not mixed flocks passing through they were 

species feeding all around us, all the time. Even 

the sky had birds in it, every time you looked 

up, there were Black Vultures, Cattle Egrets, 

Bare-faced Ibis and even a distant Black Hawk-

Eagle to see. 

 

           in the car park at Lguna Tabacal 

 

Things died down after a couple of hours, we 

took a quick cuppa in the car park café before 

we went for a walk along the road just outside the park, we had several chances to see one of the sought-after 

endemics, the Velvet-fronted Euphonia but we only had fleeting views of it. Speckle-breasted Wren was nice, 

Striped (now called Striolated) Manakin was seen by just a couple of us and we all enjoyed Rufous-naped 

Greenlet, Grey-headed Tanager and many more species.  A few North American Warblers also appeared, we 

saw Bay-breasted, Canada and Blackburnian as well as the resident Rufous-capped Warbler. 

 



The laguna itself was quite productive even though quite a few ‘tourists’ were walking arounds the shoreline. 

Half a dozen Bare-faced Ibis were joined by Neotropic Cormorants, Green Kingfisher, Least Grebes, a Striated 

Heron sat in the bushes and many Southern Rough-winged Swallows skimmed the surface of the water. The 

star bird was an amazing White-throated Crake, this bird is usually very shy and hard to see but not here. A 

pair of them came out of a small patch of reeds and started feeding close by, they seemed totally unperturbed 

by our presence, clickety click went the cameras!! 

 

We drove back into the town of La Vega for our lunch, we enjoyed a good relaxing hour, then we drove for 

30 minutes to our next birding location, the Enchanted Garden. This is a private garden with an entrance fee 

and has over 20 Hummer feeders and a large bird table covered in rice. It was another amazing experience, a 

huge number of hummers were present at all 

times and the number of Bananaquits was 

unreal. Other species included Shiny 

Cowbirds, Ruddy Ground Doves and Saffron 

Finches by the dozen. 

 

 

But it was hummers we were there for, the 

Indigo-capped Hummingbird was very 

common, as well as Black-throated Mango, 

Rufous-tailed Hummingbird, White-vented 

Plumeleteer, we also saw both White-bellied & 

Gorgeted Woodstars, Brown Violetear and the 

star of the show Ruby Topaz, what a stunning 

hummingbird that is.  

 

We stayed for 2 hours just soaking up the 

magical ambience of the place before heading back to the noisy, crowded city. We ate out again at a different 

restaurant and once again we all took an early night. 

 

DAY 3 – 10TH JANUARY 2019 

 

Parque de Florida – internal flight transfer to Periera 

 
WEATHER:  cloudy at first then bright sunny spells. 23C 

 

Another day in the ‘birding-paradise-of-the-world’ was split between birding and travelling. We had a bit of 

lie-in and met in the foyer of the hotel for coffee and by 6am we had loaded up the bus with our luggage and 

we were on our way. 

 

Breakfast was taken at a restaurant before we drove to a Country Park near the airport called Florida Park. 

The park did not officially open until 8am but we were let in just after 7:30am. Our main target species was 

the BOGOTA RAIL, an elusive endemic species that’s breeds in the reed beds around the large lake in the 

park. We headed straight to the raised hide and began making a close scrutiny of the surrounding reed-bed.  

 

Over the next 3 hours we heard the bird calling and eventually several of us had brief glimpses of it but not 

all of us. The bird appeared in very short spells and often it dashed across gaps in the reeds. Then a warden 

informed us that the park’s authorities were going to release a Bogota Rail and did we want to watch the 

release. Yes Please!!!  Apparently, an animal welfare centre that looks after injured animals and birds, releases 

the rehabilitated individuals into appropriate habitat. Then news reached us that they had an unbelievable 27 

Rails to release, but on further investigation we found out that they were not Rails at all but Purple Gallinules, 

disappointing, but it was still nice to see all these birds being repatriated into the wild.  

 



During our vigil in the hide we came across a good number of wildfowl, waders and a few other species. 

Andean Duck, Blue-winged Teal, Lesser Scaup, Spot-flanked Gallinule, American Coot, Bare-faced Ibis, 

Greater & Lesser Yellowlegs, Solitary Sandpiper, Broad-winged Hawk, White-tailed Kite, Yellow-hooded 

Blackbird and several others. 

 

Yellow-headed Blackbird 

 

During a walk along a woodland trail we added 

a few other species but failed to see a Yellow-

backed Oriole that called a few times or Andean 

Siskin that also called from the canopy. 

 

We finished our visit by standing on an old 

wooden jetty and scanned the lake one more 

time, we added Striated Heron, Black Phoebe, 

Pied-billed Grebe and an Osprey before leaving 

the park. Lunch was taken in a café before we 

went to the airport to catch a late afternoon flight 

to Pereira. The flight was on time and all went 

smoothly as we transferred to a very nice hotel 

on the edge of town, no more birding was done 

today. 

 

DAY 4 – 11TH JANUARY 2019 

 

Transfer from Pereira to Montezuma Lodge – Tatama National Park 

 
WEATHER:  cloudy for most of the day, bright sunny spells later. 23C 

 

Our transfer from the lovely hotel in Pereira to Montezuma took over 3 hours including a breakfast stop in 

Apia. We left at 5am and it was 7am when we took our breakfast in Apia. It was sunny in Apia and we had a 

little time for birding around the main square where we saw Blue & White Swallow, Tropical Kingbird, Cattle 

Tyrant, Lesser Goldfinch, Black Phoebe and Rufous-collared Sparrow.   

 

 



 

We transferred to 4*4 jeeps for the last section of the trip in the town of Pueblo Rico, the bumpy Montezuma 

Road took another hour to negotiate, few species were seen during this last leg of the trip. 

 

Once at Montezuma Lodge we quickly settled down to watch the bird feeders, a good number of Hummers 

were on show including a dozen new species for our list. The Woodstars are always a crowd pleaser but it was 

the Brown Inca, Rufous-gaped Hillstar and Violet-tailed Sylph that got most attention. A short walk down to 

the bridge over the local river produced a few more species, several Tanagers were seen around the gardens 

as well as Thick-billed Euphonia, Giant Cowbird, Blackburnian Warbler and lots of butterflies.  

 

There were more butterflies down by the river including a species of Blue Morpho which settled unusually 

with its wings open, a couple of stunning swallowtails also fluttered by. More birds were seen around the river 

area, an Andean Cock-of-the-Rock was the star but only two of us saw it fly under the bridge and into the 

forest. Andean Motmot, Southern Rough-winged Swallows, Yellow-bellied Seedeaters and Summer Tanagers 

also went on the list. 

 

Our lunch was served at 12 noon and by 1pm we were all loaded into a single jeep for the drive up into Tatama 

NP, we stopped after 45 minutes in the mid elevation section. We then spent the next 4 hours working our 

way back down the main track watching and listening to the forest’s wildlife. 

 

We saw another 30 species as we ambled down the track and we heard ten or so more. Tanagers and Barbets 

were high on the wanted list of most of the group and our guide Johnnier delivered on both counts. We had 

two chances of watching the Toucan Barbet, the first was distant and fleeting and the second was prolonged 

and much closer. We found Scrub, Crimson-backed and Beryl-spangled Tanagers as well as two regional 

endemics Black-and-gold Tanager and Blue-winged Mountain-Tanager. 

 

Several flycatchers brightened up our day, Ornate, Cinnamon, Olive-striped Flycatchers and Smoke-Coloured 

Pewee. A couple of wrens gave us the run around, the Grey-breasted Wood-Wren wasn’t too bad but it was 

very hard work to get all of the group to see the Sooty-headed Wren. A Slate-throated Whitestart was nice to 

see and the Uniform Treehunter was part of a mixed flock which also included Red-faced Spinetail and a few 

species of tanager. 

 

The Olive Finch was something special. We 

stopped at a bridge over a stream and put out a 

few crumbs on the low wall of the bridge and 

after a short wait the finches arrived to pick up 

the crumbs. Apparently this feeding habit started 

some years ago when a group stopped for lunch, 

and unknowingly, threw out some scraps and the 

Olive Finches came down immediately to eat 

them. Another nice sighting was the Tricolored 

Brushfinch, but generally we did not bump into 

any major feeding flocks. 

 

The light began to fade so we jumped back into 

the jeep for the short drive back, one of the last 

memorable sightings was of a flock of some 50+ 

White-collared Swifts that flew over the forest at some height. An Agouti was feeding out on the lawn when 

we got back. During our dinner, which was taken in the open dining area, many huge and colourful moths 

drifted into the area. It had seemed to be a pretty slow day as far as the birding was concerned but we still 

notched up over 80 species. 

 

 

 



 

DAY 5 – 12TH JANUARY 2019 

 

Tatama National Park all day. 

 
WEATHER:  a beautiful sunny morning with very little cloud, much more cloud later with localised rain. 

Temp 12-20C 

 

We had a brilliant morning today although it was a very early start! We met at 5am for a coffee before boarding 

our jeep transport which took us to the summit of the Tatama NP. It was a 7km ride on a very bump road and 

we finally stopped after an hour at 2200 meters above sea level. During the journey a Common Pauraque flew 

up off the track and was seen by some in the leading truck. 

 

 
 

Chestnut-bellied Flowerpiercer 

 

It was bright with cloud drifting over us as we tumbled off the jeeps, breakfast was served almost immediately 

as we watched two hummer feeders situated nearby. Our first bird was a Smokey Bush Tyrant quickly 

followed by two hummingbirds:  Collared Inca and Tourmaline Sunangel.  Following our breakfast our walk 

was delayed by 30 minutes or so because a group of soldiers that were guarding Radio Masts came down to 

greet us. After friendly handshakes and 

greetings we all posed for a photo and 

a video was taken.  We then started 

walking down the mountain admiring 

the fabulous views as the cloud broke 

and bright blue sky came through the 

mist. 

 

A Monchique Wren (endemic) showed 

extremely well as did another Smokey 

Brush-Tyrant and then we had super 

views of Chestnut-bellied 

Flowerpiercer, another endemic 

species. 

 

Armed escort at the summit! 

 



From then on, we strolled along making stops every so often to look at various species of birds, butterflies and 

flowers. Once we got down from the Paramo into the rain forest the birding became much harder. It was 

typical forest-birding, many sightings were of birds in the canopy and there were often gaps of up to 15-20 

minutes without a single sighting. Unfortunately, we never bumped into a large mixed-feeding flock, but we 

saw plenty of small groups of species. 

 

Things became serious as some really-good species went onto our list during the 3-4 hour walk down through 

the forest. The species were too many to list here but some of the highlights are worth mentioning. A 10-

minute spell produced superb sightings of three excellent birds, Ocellated Tapaculo, Bicolored Antvireo and 

Rufous-breasted Wood-Wren what a great threesome. Then as we walked further, more and more species gave 

themselves up for our list, the star bird was the endemic GOLD-RINGED TANAGER followed by the near 

endemic Purplish-mantled Tanager. Sightings were also made of Green-and-black Fruiteater, Olive-backed 

Woodpecker, Handsome Flycatcher, Beryl-spangled Tanager and many more. 

 

 
 

Ocellated Tapaculo taken by Helen Stedman 

 

By the time we reached 1800 meters it was time for lunch which was brought up from the lodge by courier 

and was still nice and hot as we ate it. The weather took a turn for the worst, it clouded over and it rained quite 

hard. We spent some time under umbrellas and then in the jeeps as we drove further down the mountain to get 

out of the rain area.  

 

We did make another long walk seeing even more species before the rain caught up with us again, this time 

we abandoned the area and drove back down to the lodge. It was 4pm when we arrived back at the lodge, we 

had been out since 5am and even after all that time in the field most of the group wanted to continue birding 

around the lodge.  

 

A walk down to the bridge and a session watching the feeders produced another 6 or 7 new species for the list 

including; Black-winged Saltator, Booted-Racket-tail, Bay-headed Tanager and a couple more hummingbirds. 

 

Dinner was taken at 6:30pm and the bird-log followed soon after, we saw another 80+ species today and our 

tour total is now over 200. 

 

DAY 6 – 13TH JANUARY 2019 

 

Tatama National Park all day. 

 



WEATHER:  a beautiful sunny morning again, with very little cloud and no wind. Once again it clouded 

over after lunch with some localised rain. It poured down later when we were back at the lodge. Temp around 

15-17C 

 

Our last full day at Montezuma Lodge was spent on the mid to lower level of the Tatama NP it was another 

very enjoyable day with plenty to see and not just birds. Johnnier and his partner Viviana were finding all 
sorts of wildlife including Orchids, interesting insects, lots of butterflies and some great birds. 

 

 
 

Gold-ringed Tanager - our star endemic bird 

 

We made another early start and arrived at our starting point on the track around 6:20am. We all tucked into 

our picnic breakfast with plenty of coffee before we settled down to some serious birding. 

 

The beautiful Black Solitaire was once of our first sightings, what a stunner! We then sifted through a number 

of tanagers with the endemic GOLD-RING TANAGER being the most common sighting! An Indigo 

Flowerpiercer was a first for the trip and several Smokey-bush-Tanagers flitted around us. More tanagers 

appeared along the first part of our walk, we noted Beryl-spangled, Glistening-green, the endemic Black-and-

gold and the Purplish-mantled Tanagers. 

 

We had brief glimpses of the newly named 

Tatama Tapaculo and much better 

sightings of a Uniform Antshrike. As usual 

there were large gaps between bird 

sightings and despite perfect weather 

conditions we failed once again to find a 

large feeding flock. Golden Tanager was 

new for us, Masked Trogon showed well 

and Handsome Flycatcher put in an 

appearance. 

 

Orange-crested Flycatcher is an extremely 

rare sighting in the Tatama NP and 

Nationally only found in few tiny spots. 

One had been seen a couple of times from 

the Montezuma track just recently, 

Johnnier knew where the location was and 

lo-and-behold the bird was still present. 



We all got to see it but most of us saw it perched facing away from us so that we could only just see the 

distinguishing wing markings but not the orange crest. Johnnier saw it better than us and was well pleased 

with the find. 

 

Lunch was taken on the track and once again a hot meal was transported by motorbike up the mountain from 

the lodge. It was slow going for most of the afternoon with fewer sightings and long gaps between birds, it 

was always difficult to get any significant colour on the canopy birds as they appeared like black silhouettes 

against the light sky. 

 

We had terrific views of a Uniform Antshrike and of a Smoke-coloured Pewee, then very close views of 

Orange-breasted Fruiteater, but the Golden-headed Quetzal was a special find by Vanda, this bird had been 

calling for a good ten minutes and Vanda eventually found it sitting high up in the canopy on a distant ridge, 

a superb bit of birding! 

 

Humming birds were always dashing about, we saw a lot of locally common species, but a few stand out in 

my memory such as a perched Violet-tailed Sylph and the very rare White-throated Wedgebill. 

 

The light began to fade as the cloud cover thickened, we added a few late afternoon birds which included, 

Barred Becard, Russet-backed Oropendula, Orange-bellied Euphonia and Andean Cock-of-the-Rock ( a 

female seen briefly as we drove back to the lodge). The latter sighting concluded our birding except for half-

an-hour sitting watching the bird feeders from the dining area where a Buff-throated Saltator was new for our 

list. 

 

 

DAY 7 – 14TH JANUARY 2019 

 

Tatama National Park low elevation – Transfer to Otũn-Quimbaya 

Nature Reserve 

 
WEATHER:  overcast all day but nice temperatures, we drove through rain in the afternoon.  

 

 

Our last morning at Montezuma was spent 

walking the lower elevation, we stayed around 

the lodge (1500 meters) and walked the lower 

track up to the Rio Claro which was only 2km. 

Before the walk we went down to the bridge near 

the lodge to look for the Greyish Piculet at its 

nest hole. This time we were lucky, the bird was 

there but it didn’t stay long enough for everyone 

to see it. 

 

Masked Tityra 

 

However, our journey to the bridge wasn’t 

wasted as we enjoyed many sightings including 

a couple of other new species for the trip list. A 

pair of Masked Tityras sat out nicely for us and 

we found a couple of Golden Hooded Tanagers, we also found a good candidate for a Hepatic Tanager but 

not enough of the bird was seen to convince Johnnier, our guide, of its identity.  

 

Once we set off on the track-walk to the Rio Claro many sightings were made, it’s amazing that after two days 

in the area we could still find species we hadn’t seen already. We started with Blue-black Grassquit, Smooth-



billed Ani, Slaty Spinetail, Black-breasted Jay and yet another Andean Cock-of-the-Rock.  Then we had 

prolonged views of Red-headed Barbet and Greyish Piculet which made up for the poor views earlier. 

 

As we immersed ourselves into the forest and as the canopy covered the track the birding became a little more 

difficult, we spent a fair amount of time waiting for, or tracking down, a number of species that called from 

the dense vegetation. Our patience paid off on some occasions but not on others. We caught up with Club-

winged Manakin, Dusky-faced Tanager and Parker’s Antbird.  

 

The track rose for quite a while then dropped down to the river and during the latter part of the walk we had 

great success with a number of species, the Crested Ant-Tanager was a real crowd pleaser, so was a very 

obliging Squirrel Cuckoo, we had glimpses of Spotted Woodcreeper and just fleeting views of other species, 

whilst a Double-toothed Kite sat posing in a very distant tree. 

 

It was 11:30am when we were transported back to the lodge so that we could pack and load up the trucks 

before we sat down to lunch at 12:30. It was after 1pm when we set off for our next destination, Otũn-

Quimbaya.  

 

It took most of the afternoon to get there, our trucks drove us down the valley back into Pueblo Rico where 

we transferred to a lovely, comfortable, bus for the rest of the journey. It was 5pm when we stopped at bridge 

which overlooked the Rio Otũn and where we birded for about 40 minutes. It was magical, all our target birds 

turned up to greet us!  Torrent Duck was the most sought-after, two pairs were soon located and gave us a 

great show, the group was enthralled. We also saw Black Phoebe, Torrent Tyrannulet and another speciality, 

the White-capped Dipper, which caused quite a stir too. A couple of bonus birds such as Brown-capped Vireo 

and Broad-winged Hawk finished off our sightings for the day. 

 

 
 

Torrent Duck 

 

At our new lodge we quickly settled in and ate a delicious local trout dish before calling the bird-log. Everyone 

went to bed before 9pm because we have another early start tomorrow. 

 

DAY 8 – 15TH JANUARY 2019 

 

Otũn-Quimbaya Nature Reserve all day – 2000 meters 



 
WEATHER:  a beautiful morning, cloudless and sunny, a little chilly at first, much warmer later. 

 

 We ate a basic breakfast at 5:30am and headed off in two 4*4 vehicles driving 7km to the end of the Otũn 

track where the reserve ends, our plan was to walk back towards the lodge and get as far as we could by 

lunchtime. In the semi-darkness of the outward journey we spotted Andean Motmot, Swainson’s Thrush 

and we had several sightings of Guans but we never identified them. A Crab Eating Fox was also seen by 

those in one of the vehicles. 

 

The beginning of our walk was near a bridge over the Rio Otũn and from there we had much better views of 

White-capped Dipper and we saw Sickle-winged Guan, Red-ruffed Fruitcrow, Torrent Tyrannulet and not 

much else.  

 

A large open area with some derelict buildings was a good place to watch the surrounding trees for movement 

and proved to be a very productive place with lots of sightings. A pair of Southern Lapwings came down and 

landed on the grass very close to us as we started birding the tress around us. A few common migrant North 

American Warblers flitted about and Sickle-winged Guans fed in the Chinese Ash trees. We had good views 

of Blue-winged Mountain-Tanager, Golden Tanager, Beryl-spangled Tanager and Palm Tanager.  

 

The Green Jay is a fabulous looking bird, but 

today they would not stay still enough for a good 

photograph, the same happened with Red-ruffed 

Fruitcrow (until later) and a couple of flyover 

Bronze-winged Parrots. Our progress along the 

track was slow with many stops to watch 

different species and when the sun hit the track 

so did many species of butterflies. 

 

By 10am we had moved about 2km, having 

watched more Tanagers such as Glistening-

Green and Saffron-crowned as well as Strong-

billed and Montane Woodcreepers, Wedge-

billed Hummingbird and Green-fronted 

Lancebill and we had great views the endemic 

Cauca Guan.  

 

Red-ruffed Fruitcrow 

 

There were many sightings of small passerines in the canopy and this where our guide Johnnier comes into 

his own. Streak-necked Flycatcher, Ashy-headed and Plumbeous-crowned Tyrannulets, Acadian Flycatcher 

and Golden-faced Tyrannulet were seen, identified and pointed out to us by Johnnier along the way. 

 

Towards lunch time the birding slowed a little, we spent some time looking for Stiles’s Tapaculo, it showed 

very briefly and of course not all the group saw it. A Collared Trogon was much easier to see and a flock of 

fly-over Golden-plumed Parakeets was nice to see. 

 

We took a long lunch and some of the group walked in the grounds of the lodge and found Bronze-winged 

Parrot, our first Pale-vented Pigeon, some Red-ruffed Fruitcrows and a Black-and-white Seedeater. 

 

Our afternoon walk was to two scheduled sites, the first was the bridge about 500 meters from the lodge where 

we saw very little and that walk was curtailed by a rain shower. Then we drove a couple of kilometers down 

the track, parked the bus and began to walk along the forested track. 

 

We soon hit a feeding flock which turned out to be quite large, many tanagers were joined by a good number 

of other species. Both Common and Ashy-headed Chlorospingus were in the flock with Multi-coloured 



Tanager being the star bird but it was only seen by Johnnier our guide. A host of new birds went on our list: 

Montane Foliage-gleaner, Streak-capped Treehunter, Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet, Plumbeous-crowned 

Tyrannulet and Slaty-capped Flycatcher to name but a few. 

 

As the light began to fade, we added Azara’s Spinetail and Dusky-capped Flycatcher to the list before we 

called it a day.  It had been a great day’s birding with plenty to talk about at dinner. 

  

DAY 9 – 16TH JANUARY 2019 

 

Transfer from Otũn-Quimbaya to Rio Blanco Reserve with stops at 

the Manizales Water treatment plant and the Road to Los Termales 

 
WEATHER:   cloudy all day, hot and humid in the morning with showers, a little chilly later with  

                             heavier rainfall 

 

It was such a nice contrast to visit an area with open sky and terrific scenery after spending several days 

birding in the rain forest. We set off at 5:30am and headed for Manizales water treatment plant which is a 

huge area behind a dam with several large settling ‘tanks’ surrounded by reed beds and some woodland. The 

whole area is also managed for fishing, wildlife watching and recreational walking. 

 

 
 

Vermillion Flycatcher 

 

We stopped for breakfast just outside of Manizales and it was a great spot to find lots of birds in the air and 

flitting about in the fields and hedgerows, we made quite a good list from the restaurant which overlooked 

grass meadows and coffee plantations. 

 

The water Treatment plant, called Campeguadua, is a terrific birding place and was swarming with birds 

during our visit, the bushes and trees around the car park kept us very busy before we even started scanning 

the lakes. We added both Mouse-coloured and Sooty-headed Tyrannulets to the list and had great views of 

Blue-necked and Scrub Tanagers as well as the fantastic Vermillion Flycatcher. Yellow-bellied Elaenia joined 

Great Kiskadee and Rusty-margined Flycatcher on the fences and we found three Fork-tailed Flycatcher-

fledglings on a wire, they were visited regularly by either one of the parents. We had excellent views of Blue-

headed Parrots, Yellow Oriole and a Black-throated Mango Hummingbird. 

 



Scanning the lake produced a load of new species, Snowy Egret, Cocoi Heron, Black-necked Stilt and Little 

Blue Heron were all seen before it started to rain. Unfortunately, the rain became too heavy, so we retreated 

to the visitor’s centre to shelter where we scanned another part of the lake whilst drinking warm chocolate or 

coffee. An Osprey performed its fish-catching dive right in front of us and several Pied-billed Grebes joined 

many Blue-winged Teal out on the water. 

 

The rain eased off, so we continued our walk, a Blackish Rail showed extremely well and we found Wattled 

Jacana, American Coot, Purple Gallinule and Lesser Gallinule. A Laughing Gull was a surprising find, as the 

site is so far from the coast, but the shorebirds present, such as Spotted Sandpiper, Solitary Sandpiper and both 

Lesser & Greater Yellowlegs and Black-necked Stilt were expected. 

 

We stayed in the area all morning and continued making further discoveries, the Pied Water-Tyrant was a 

stunner, the male Vermillion Flycatcher was mind blowing, so was the Yellow-headed Blackbird and the 

Ruddy-breasted Seedeater. Pale-breasted Spinetail joined the list late on, with Black-crowned Night Heron.  

 

I must say this birding site was just fantastic and the whole group enjoyed a great morning’s birding, we saw 

over 50 species there! 

 

The afternoon was a damp squib after such a great morning, we had a lovely lunch in a roadside Ranchero 

before driving through Manizales to a track which leads up to the Paramo, at Los Termales. However, our 

birding was cut short by the weather, it grew 

very dull and started to rain but not before we 

got two excellent species in the bag. First a 

Dusky Phia was sighted and showed well, then 

the most beautiful Tanager kept us enthralled for 

about 10 minutes, it was a pair of White-capped 

Tanagers, whoa!! What a bird - google it! 

 

 

White-capped Tanager 

 

We arrived at Rio Blanco Lodge around 5:30pm 

is was totally dry there and we had enough light 

to watch the hummer feeders before getting 

ready for dinner. Several hummers were visiting 

the feeders: we noted Collared Inca, Buff-tailed 

Coronet, Fawn-breasted Brilliant, Long-tailed Sylph and White-bellied Woodstar. At the banana-feeder we 

had great view of the beautiful Blue-winged Mountain-Tanager, also White-sided Flowerpiercer and other 

common tanagers. 

 

We ate dinner at 7pm and retired early in anticipation of another early start in the morning. 

 

DAY 10 – 17TH JANUARY 2019 

 

Rio Blanco Reserve all day. 2400 meters. 

 
WEATHER:  cloudy all day, with some bright, sunny warm spells. It clouded over late afternoon, but it  

                            stayed dry. 

 

 

We met up at 6am in anticipation of a short walk before breakfast, but just before we left, we were called for 

an early breakfast and so curtailed our walk. It was 6:45 when we left the lodge, we only walked about 50 

meters to a small, secluded watch-point, which, in fact, was a feeding station which the local guides had set 



up in order to watch Antpittas. In this case it was the Bicolored Antpitta which took about 40 minutes to arrive, 

it was well worth the wait. 

 

Another two feeding stations were visited throughout the morning where we managed to see another two 

species of Antpitta. These rare and timid ground-dwelling birds have become accustomed to the calls of the 

local guides who provide grubs and worms for the Antpittas in exchange for them turning up on cue. 

 

In between the Antpitta stake-outs we had some great birding along the rain forest tracks. The first 3 hours 

were undoubtedly the best especially at the top of the ridge where a warden’s house was sited in an open area. 

A fruiting tree attracted a good number of birds including the Black-billed Mountain-Toucan, Crimson-

mantled Woodpecker, Beryl-spangled, Blue-and-black, Blue-necked Tanagers, Blue-winged Mountain 

Tanager and variety of other species. 

 

There were long gaps between finds as we climbed up to the ridge (2500 meters) but some great birds were 

seen along the ridge. The other two Antipitta stations produced Chestnut-crowned and Brown-banded 

Antpittas, also along the main track we saw Southern Emerald Toucanet, White-tailed Tyrannulet, Glossy-

black Thrush, Yellow-bellied Siskin and Gray-browed Brushfinch. Further birding along the ridge was much 

slower as we never bumped into a feeding flock, sightings were made of a couple of special birds in the shape 

of Pale-edged Flycatcher, Capped Conebill, 

Sharpe’s Wren and Slaty-backed Chat-Tyrant. 

 

We had lunch back at the lodge and then we had 

an hour watching the feeders, a Tourmaline 

Sunangel was added to our hummer list and a 

White-sided Flowerpiercer showed well. 

 

Yet again our afternoon was very slow with few 

sightings. The best of the bunch was Black-

billed Peppershrike, Black-and-White Warbler, 

another Chestnut-crowned Antpitta and another 

Slaty-backed Chat-Tyrant.  

 

Bicoloured Antpitta – taken by Mike Ambler 

 

Due to a mishap with our reservation at Rio 

Blanco Lodge we had to stay in town for our 

second night in the area instead of the lodge, a 

very nice hotel in the centre of Manizales 

provided excellent rooms and a delicious evening meal. 

 

Tomorrow we are heading up into the Paramo reaching heights of nearly 4000 meters, it will be cold up 

there. 

 

DAY 11 – 18TH JANUARY 2019 

 

The Páramo – Los Nevados NP (3200-4000 meters), also Termales 

Hotel and the Manizales track 

 
WEATHER:   cloudy all day, with some bright, sunny spells. It was quite cold at 14,000ft. as you can          

#                           imagine. 

 

It was a very special day for the group, we had all looked forward to visiting the high altitude Páramo to see 

a very special bird, the BEARDED HELMETCREST. 



 

We left our hotel just after 5am and headed out of town stopping for breakfast on the edge of the Páramo at 

3200 meters. It was a bright start with a clear blue sky, but clouds soon drifted over. We had a short wait for 

our breakfast to be prepared so we birded around the café for about 30 minutes. The café overlooked a large 

laguna called “Laguna Negra” and on it we saw a few Andean Ducks and nothing else. Around the café 

buildings we found Great Thrush, Rufous-collared Sparrow, Plain-coloured Seedeater and Stout-billed 

Cinclodes. 

 

 
The Endemic Bearded Helmetcrest 

 

A short walk produced a few more sightings including Sedge Wren and we heard at least three Tawny 

Antipittas but none of them showed, we then enjoyed a lovely breakfast with hot chocolate before setting off 

for the Los Nevados NP about 20 minutes further on. The scenery at the top was absolutely stunning, a treeless 

terrain with unique vegetation and views to die for in every direction, it really was magical. The air was cold 

and very thin so you couldn’t go dashing about and walking uphill was not a priority for us. 

 

 
 

The Páramo – 4000 meters above sea-level 

 



It was quite cold at the National Park entrance gates and a little windy which reduced our chances of seeing 

our star bird. However, within minutes we had brief but very good views of a Bearded Helmetcrest, what a 

cracker, the sighting left us salivating and wanting more! 

 

Over the next hour we searched the area which was also busy with Colombian Tourists visiting the park, we 

managed great views of Plumbeous Sierra-Finch, Black-breasted Buzzard-Eagle, more Stout-billed Cinclodes 

and Andean Tit-Spinetail. The Helmetcrest appeared intermittently showing very well for some and not so 

good for others, but we all ended up happy with our sightings. Three of the group had excellent views of 

Tawny Antipitta and others had none. 

 

 

We started a slow walk down the track to look for more species, we had glimpses of another Tawny Antpitta 

and found Brown-backed Chat-Tyrant as well as more Plumbeous Sierra-Finches. After hopping back onto 

the bus we drove to another area near a rocky outcrop and a picturesque waterfall. We searched the rocks for 

Plain-capped Ground-Tyrant and soon we had one in the scope. This particular bird was very inquisitive and 

approached one of the group, landing with 2 meters of him, what a picture he got! 

 

I couldn’t believe it, 12 noon arrived so quickly, 

it was time drive back down to 3000 meters for 

lunch at our next hotel. We stopped a couple 

times to try to locate the one species missing 

from our target birds, the Many-striped 

Canastero, but we failed to find one. 

 

At the Termales Spa Hotel we toured the 

grounds where several hot spring pools and a 

couple of developed swimming pools are 

surrounded by well-kept gardens and in 

particular a Hummingbird feeding station. You 

can walk around the feeders where the hummers 

are so used to human presence that they feed 

from you hand. It is a very unique and special 

place the group were totally enthralled. 

 

Stout-billed Cinclodes 

 

Apart from hummers there were other feeding 

tables where we saw Masked Flowerpiercer, Lacrimose Mountain-Tanager, Scarlet-bellied Tanager and in the 

bushes, Johnnier our guide got us all onto the Hooded Mountain-Tanager, a smashing find. 

 

A few new hummers for our list included: Viridian Hummingbird, Buff-winged Starfrontlet, Mountain 

Velvetbreast, Shining Sunbeam and Golden-breasted Puffleg. 

 

We had a very nice lunch in the hotel and reconvened at 4pm for a walk outside the hotel on the Road to 

Manizales, we walked about 2km downhill and found a good few birds to start with, but the light faded as we 

walked into dense cloud. Highlights of our sightings were of the endemic Black-thighed Puffleg, Rainbow-

bearded Thornbill, Páramo Tapaculo (this bird showed unusually well for a Tapaculo), we also saw both 

White-throated and White-banded (just four of us) Tyrannulets.  

 

Our bus picked us up and returned us to the hotel, it had been a fabulous day and everyone was happy with 

our sightings as well as the outstanding scenery. Tomorrow we leave for lower altitude sites near Jardin. 

 

DAY 12 – 19TH JANUARY 2019 

 



Manizales track then Transfer from Termales Hotel to Jardin 

 
WEATHER:  a fabulous clear sunny morning, cloudy later. Temp. 8C – 20C 

 

Our pre-breakfast walk around the hotel grounds was a little disappointing as there were not many hummers 

coming to the feeder nor was there many bids in the bushes. We saw several species of hummers that we had 

seen yesterday and added Tyrian Hummingbird to the list, only the Lacrimose Mountain-Tanager was of note 

as far as other passerines were concerned.  

 

Breakfast was taken at 7am, we then loaded up the bus with our luggage and jumped on. We only drove a few 

kilometers along the Manizales Track before we all got off for a birding walking. We spent about 3 hours 

walking down the track and once again we did not bump into any large feeding flocks, we did however find 

several small flocks, each containing half a dozen species or so. 

 

 
 

Rufous-headed Pygmy-Tyrant – taken by Mike Ambler 

 

We added a few new birds to our tour list one of which was an important find, the Purple-backed Thornbill 

(hummingbird), others included the beautiful Black-collared Jay, our first Hemispingus – Supercilliary 

Hemispingus, also Barred Woodpecker and a Sharp-shinned Hawk. 

 

Two stake-outs were made for the very elusive Spillman’s Tapaculo, this skulking little tyke eventually 

showed well for all of us. Another elusive species was our fourth Antipitta of the trip, the Chestnut-capped 

Antipitta, this bird actually walked across the track whilst we were scanning the forest for it! Three of the 

group saw a small flock of Scaly-naped Parrots that flew over and were pointed out by Johnnier our guide. 

 

It was 12 noon by the time we jumped back onto the bus, we had seen about 40 species in all and most of us 

had much better views of a number of species seen yesterday, including the large, Hooded Mountain Tanager, 

also White-throated and White-banded Tyrannulets.  

 

We ate lunch in a restaurant in the centre of Manizales before taking the rest of the day to travel to Jardin. It 

was a long and tedious drive because for almost all of the way there were roadworks, it seems as though every 

road in Colombia is being upgraded, very slowly. 

 



Our one coffee-stop about halfway, produced three new species for the list. The roadside restaurant had a 

lovely view over meadows and hillsides and nearby trees held several species of birds. We saw a pair of Blue 

Dacnis, a Clay-coloured Thrush and the beautiful Guira Tanager. 

 

Dinner was also taken at a ‘Ranchero’ about an hour out of Jardin at 6pm, afterwards we arrived at our hotel 

at 8:30pm. We all went straight to our rooms for some relaxation, the bird-log was not called but I can tell you 

we have seen around 360 species so far. Another early start tomorrow will see us setting off to the Yellow-

eared Parrot Reserve, another high-altitude reserve sitting at 3000 meters. 

 

DAY 13 – 20TH JANUARY 2019 

 

Jardin – Yellow-eared Parrot Reserve – Jardin local Garden for 

Andean ‘Cock-of-the-Rock’ lek 

 
WEATHER: a bright start with some cloud, then dull and overcast with some rain. Clear later. 

 

It was well worth the effort of getting out of bed before 5am to see the endemic Yellow-eared Parrot, they 

performed admirably. We had a quick cuppa before we boarded our two jeeps for the 19km uphill drive to the 

Parrot Reserve. We timed it perfectly because just after we all clambered out of our vehicles, we heard the 

parrots calling as they left their roost. First a pair, then a group of three and then more. We were so lucky 

when a small group of them landed in a tree very close to us, just marvellous and right on cue. 

 

 
 

Yellow-eared Parrot 

 

Before long we had seen quite a few of them, one group of 13 was our largest single count. In addition to the 

Parrots we saw several Streak-throated Bush-Tyrants and a few common birds. A little further along the track 

we stopped to watch a Powerful Woodpecker which another group of birders had found, we also saw our first 

Mountain Elaenia and we had good views of a Smoke-coloured Pewee and Black-billed Mountain-Toucan. 

 

 Our next site was another Antiptta feeding station found about 30 minutes further along the track. It was a 

steep climb off the track up to a football pitch of all things!! I couldn’t imagine who was going to fetch the 



ball when it was kicked over the goal!! In an open area beyond the pitch we saw the beautiful Rufous-crowned 

Tody-Flycatcher and a couple of other birds, it began to rain at that point, but it didn’t last long. We continued 

onto the forest track which again was very steep, it rose up and dropped down steeply until we reached the 

Antipitta feeding station. A Rufous-naped Antpitta showed extremely well and even took worm offerings from 

your hand. 

 

After returning to the track we had a quick coffee at a roadside café before turning around and heading back 

down toward Jardin Town. Over the next few hours we walked several kilometers downhill with the jeeps 

following us. Afternoon birds were few and far between, this has been the pattern throughout this tour. We 

did add a small number of new species to the list but not that many, birds of note included: Yellow-bellied 

Chat-Tyrant, Green-and-Black and Barred Fruiteaters, Black-billed Peppershrike, Streak-necked and 

Cinnamon Flycatchers, Grey-headed Bush-Tanager, Citrine Warbler, Grass-green, Purplish-mantled, Blue-

and-black Tanagers and Mountain Cacique. 

 

 
 

Another of Mike Ambler’s photos – Andean Cock-of-the-Rock 

 

Lunch arrived by courier, a delicious dish of chicken, rice, salad etc wrapped in banana leaves which we ate 

sitting around or on the vehicles. Further birding along the track after lunch produced the sought-after Red-

bellied Grackle, also Southern Emerald Toucanet and Russet-backed Oropendula. 

 

We left the track around 3pm in order to drive into Jardin to visit an Andean Cock-of-the-Rock lek, the lek 

occurs in an unbelievable setting, in someone’s garden! The garden has been developed to cater for visitors 

with viewing platforms, boardwalks and feeders. We had incredible views of at least 10 male Cock-of-the-

Rock all performing their mating displays and chasing one another around, we never saw a single female. 

 

Other birds seen in the garden, or at least overhead, were Chestnut-collared Swifts, Lesser Swallowtail Swifts 

and a single Lineated Woodpecker. We left the garden around 5pm and drove into town to a wonderful hotel 

just a hundred meters from the fabulous main plaza of Jardin. We were lucky enough to visit the plaza for a 

drink before we ate a delicious dinner in a tiny boutique restaurant along a side street. The plaza was packed 

with people, there must have been a couple of thousand people sitting at tables eating, drinking, singing, the 

atmosphere was amazing. It was a fabulous experience and a lovely friendly ambiance throughout we just 

soaked it all up, and a couple of beers too. 

 



 

 

DAY 14 – 21ST  JANUARY 2019 

 

Transfer from Jardin to Medellin with two stops in the Cauca Valley 

 
WEATHER:  a clear sunny morning, very warm. Temp. 20 – 25C 

 

The plan today was to leave early (oh! There’s a change) and make our way to Medellin by early evening. 

Two scheduled birding stops were made in the Cauca Valley to visit Dry Forest habitat for the first time.  

 

We set off at 5:15 and drove straight to our first stop just beyond the bridge at Sinifana in the Cauca Valley, 

it was a lovely cool temperature as we got out of the bus but a little windy which got progressively stronger 

as the morning wore on. We parked the bus in a 

quiet lane and set off on foot up a gradually 

climbing track, it was so nice to be walking at low 

altitude, it was so much easier on the lungs. 

However, the birding in the dry forest wasn’t any 

easier than birding in the Rain Forest, birds were 

still hard to find. 

 

Red-headed Woodpecker – Mike Ambler 

 

A Slate-headed Tody-Flycatcher was our first bird 

and it was also new for the list this was quickly 

followed by a sighting of our first Black-striped 

Sparrow, this bird featured a few times as we 

walked along. A small party of Greyish Piculets 

entertained us for a while before we found a 

couple of male Bay-breasted Warblers. 

 

Our main target birds were the Antioquia Wren and the Apical Flycatcher, neither of which could be bothered 

to show up, despite the fact that we had travelled thousands of miles just to see them. But two more goodies 

appeased our disappointment when we found Streaked Flycatcher and a Golden-crowned Warbler. 

 

We left the area at 8:45 because we had get back across The Sinifana Bridge before 9am as the road was being 

closed at 9 for repair work. Breakfast was taken near the other side of the bridge, we stopped at a small 

Ranchero which had feeders in the back yard. Several birds were feeding, Palm Tanager, Black-billed and 

Clay-coloured Thrushes, Thick-billed Euphonia and Rufous-collared Sparrows.  

 

A Tropical Mockingbird fed on nectar in a nearby tree where we also found Bicoloured Wren, Red-headed 

Woodpecker and Shiny Cowbirds. We ate the usual breakfast of scrambled egg, Arapa and some soft, tasteless 

cheese before driving on towards Medellin for another 30 minutes. 

 

Our second stop was also above the Cauca River this time on the Concordia Road, so we had to be a little 

careful because of the traffic, of which, I have to say, the drivers were always courteous, they slowed down 

and without exception waved or tooted their horns.  

 

The wind had picked up and the birds were very hard to find, we spent two hours along that road without 

much reward. We found Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet, Yellow-bellied Elaenia, Common Tody-Flycatcher and 

after a little wait we saw a White-breasted Wood-Wren. But it was the Antioquia Wren that we were after and 



after another 10 minutes or so we found one, it 

was hard to see but eventually we all got to see 

it reasonably well (except for Ray).  

 

 

A very brief sighting of a Stripe-throated Hermit 

was had a by a few of the group before we got 

onto a Streak-headed Woodcreeper. We finally 

found a sheltered area in the lea of the hills 

where, all of a sudden, a lot of birds were seen 

flitting about. Johnnier our guide located an 

Apical Flycatcher by its call and we soon had 

that one in the bag, but things got complicated as 

a number of Flycatchers appeared in the same 

tree. Great-crested Flycatcher joined the Apical 

and seemed to be associating with it.  

 

                                                                       Apical Flycatcher 

 

In the meantime, a Bat Falcon was found, seen first in flight and then perched on a dead branch, that was nice 

to see. Eventually time ran out, it was 1pm when we left, we had a long drive ahead of us. We put in a couple 

of hours on the road and stopped for a late lunch at 3pm. It was after 4pm when we left for our final leg of the 

journey. Our hotel was in the dead centre of Medellin and the traffic was horrendous, we eventually arrived 

at 6pm, we had seen Cattle Egret, Bare-faced Ibis, Turkey and Black Vultures, Cattle Egret and Vermillion 

Flycatcher along the way. 

 

From our rooms, high up on the 8th Floor we had fantastic views over a bustling city, it was vibrant out there 

and felt so much better than being in Bogota. Dinner wasn’t up to much but most of us weren’t really hungry 

after our late lunch. We called the bird-log and with 2 ½ days to go we now have just over 400 species on the 

list.  

 

DAY 15 – 22ND  JANUARY 2019 

 

Transfer from Medellin to Chestnut-capped Piha Nature Reserve 

and Lodge with two stops in the Cauca Valley 

 
WEATHER:  rain to start, very warm sunshine later. Temp. 12 - 25C 

 

For a change we met at 5am ready for our departure to the last destination of the tour, the Piha Nature Reserve 

in the Northern part of the Central Andes. We drove through the huge city of Medellin and into rain on the 

edge of the city, it took an hour and 15 minutes to reach our breakfast café which was sited in a perfect position 

for us to see a good number of birds as we were close to the Rio Medellin.  

 

Our long list of species included Great Egret which was a first for the trip for many of the group. We also saw 

Snowy & Cattle Egrets, Bare-faced Ibis, hundreds of Black Vultures and Carib Grackles. Other sightings 

around the café were Cattle Tyrant, Tropical Kingbird, Saffron Finch, Yellow-headed Caracara and several 

other species. 

 

We drove for another 1 1/2 hours before stopping on the main road to bird a forested area which overlooked 

a large lake, the lake produced Southern Lapwing, Neotropic Cormorant and more Ibis. The birds we saw in 

the canopy of the trees on either side of the road were superb, two hours passed by in the blink of an eye. 

 



We started with Rufous-naped Greenlet, Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant, Yellow-tufted Dacnis, Brown-crested 

Flycatcher, Yellow-backed Tanager and Plain Xenops. 

 

Then came a series of real goodies, we were trying to track down a Yellow-browed Shrike-Vireo but it was 

giving us a real run-around, however we kept getting distracted by the appearance of many other birds. Soon 

we had listed the endemic White-mantled 

Barbet, a Red-billed Sythebill, Southern 

Bentbill, Striolated Manakin (my favourite bird 

of Colombia) and Striped-throated Hermit. One 

or two of the group found a Swallow Tanager 

and we all enjoyed Brown-headed Flycatcher, 

both Piratic and Streaked Flycatchers, also 

Ornate Flycatcher, Squirrel Cuckoo and finally 

we all had great views of the Yellow-browed 

Shrike-Vireo, what a stunning looking bird. 

 

Squirrel Cuckoo 

 

Our second stop was another 30 minutes along 

the road, we stopped to search for Tody Motmot 

but we were unsuccessful. We did however see 

another Red-billed Sythebill and a few common tanagers and hummingbirds. A Grey Hawk showed extremely 

well in a dead tree, this was our first for the trip. 

 

An hour’s drive along a bumpy track saw us climb up to 1200 meters to the Rufous-capped Piha Lodge and 

Reserve. It was 1pm when we got there, just in time for a lovely lunch sitting on the terrace watching the 

feeders. We added another hummer to our huge hummer-list, the Crowned Woodnymph. A Blue-necked 

Tanger came down to bananas on the feeder and an Orange-bellied Euphonia sat nicely in the bushes.  

 

After a long lunch we set off in the bus for a 

short drive further along the track to visit one 

section of the Piha Reserve to look for our main 

target species the CHESTNUT-CAPPED PIHA.  

It was a bit of a climb along a single-file track 

through hot and humid rain-forest. It took a 

while, but eventually we all got to see the Piha, 

none of us were able to photograph it. In the 

meantime, we also logged White-capped 

Manakin, Moustached Puffbird and on way 

down from the forest we saw a Collared Trogon. 

 

 

Our last birding of the day was along the main 

track back to the lodge and a short visit to a 

swamp area. A few new birds were seen but the 

light was fading fast and we became shrouded in 

low cloud mist. We saw Pale-breasted Spinetail, Lemon-rumped Tanager, Golden Tanager, Black-billed 

Thrush, our first Speckled Tanager, likewise Yellow-throated Chlorospingus, Green Jay (seen by two of the 

group), the endemic Colombian Chachalaca and we heard Wattled Guan calling in the distance. 

 

Dinner was taken at 7pm we were joined by hundreds of moths of all shapes and sizes and after the bird-log 

everyone went off photographing all the weird and wonderful moths, crickets, beetles and other interesting 

insects. Tomorrow is our last full day, we are due to spend it at the Piha Reserve and along the main track. 

  

DAY 16 – 23RD   JANUARY 2019 



 

All day in the Chestnut-capped Piha Reserve. 1400 – 1600 meters 

 
WEATHER:  clear sky to start with, fluffy white clouds later 

 

Our last full day had arrived and yes, you guessed it, we were up at 5am! However, breakfast was at 6am and 

we walked from the lodge to the forest, no long hours on the bus.  Green Jays visited the garden whilst we ate 

breakfast and Black-breasted Jays were in the drive-way a little later. We added our first new bird of the day 

also in the garden, a Black-capped Tanager. 

 

The walk involved taking a narrow forest 

footpath up to 1600 meters so there was plenty 

of uphill work involved. In the lane outside the 

lodge we found Green-fronted Lancebill, Buff-

rumped Warbler, Yellow-throated 

Chlorospingus and Slate-headed Flycatcher. 

Once in the forest things were really slow, birds 

were few and far between, sometimes we went 

15 -20 minutes without a sighting and 

sometimes there was a flurry of sightings. 

 

Once on the forest trail two birds were seen 

almost immediately, a Highland Tinamou and 

then a Chestnut-crowned Gnatcatcher that fed on 

the footpath ahead of us. Next was the White-

capped Tapaculo which was very hard to see and 

not everyone got to see it well. A little flock of 

species included Striped Treehunter, Streaked 

Xenops, Canada Warbler and Buff-fronted 

Foliage-gleaner. We had a short stake-out to try 

to see the Stiles’s Tapaculo and then we went a 

fair distance before we found Acadian 

Flycatcher. 

 

Mike Ambler being dwarfed by an 

herbaceous plant often called “Poor man’s 

umbrella”, the plant not Mike! 

 

During the next two hours we found fewer birds, some of them need a mention such as: the little beauty, Scale-

capped Pygmy-Tyrant, Plain Antvireo, Slaty Antwren and Red-bellied Grackle. 

 

We reached the ridge and found ourselves in bright sunshine, not too good for birding, it was also a little 

breezy. We found Beryl-spangled Tanagers, Ornate Flycatcher, Greenish Puffleg, Spotted Woodcreeper and 

not much else. No sighting was made of the much anticipated, Multi-coloured Tanager. Going back down to 

the lodge for lunch we saw a few birds; Three-striped Warbler, Orange-bellied Euphonia, Indigo 

Flowerpiercer, Slate-throated Whitestart and the star of the show, the endemic Wattled Guan. 

 

We took a long lunch in the heat of the day, lunch was served at 1pm and we met again for our afternoon 

birding at 3pm.  Johnnier decided to take us to a lower altitude to look for a couple of endemics along the 

main the track, so we drove for 45 minutes down the mountainside before we got out.  It was a great idea 

because there seemed to be a lot of bird activity at this lower level, we quickly found the endemic White-

mantled Barbet, a pair of which had made a nest hole in a roadside tree. A Sooty-capped Tyrannulet showed 

very well too as did Crimson-backed Tanager, Blue-necked Tanager and Yellow-tufted Dacnis. 

 



We only walked about 50 meters when Johnnier found another endemic, the Magdelana Antbird, that too 

showed relatively well, soon afterwards he was pointing out a pair of the stunning Sooty Ant Tanagers. We 

were well pleased with those two birds. Other sightings included: Striolated Manakin, Swainson’s Thrush, 

Bay-breasted Warbler, Bay-headed & Summer Tanagers. 

 

 
 

White-mantled Barbet 

 

We finished birding as the light began to fade and the cloud drifted in, our last dinner together was taken at 

7:30pm on the terrace with the moths and any other flying insect that cared to join us.  

 

DAY 17 – 24TH   JANUARY 2019 

 

Transfer from Chestnut-capped Piha Reserve to Medellin and an 

internal flight to Bogota then onto London 

 
WEATHER:  clear sky to start with, fluffy white clouds all day 

 

Our final day started as did all the other days of the Tour, with a 5am breakfast! Our sojourn in Colombia was 

nearly over and now we faced the unenviable task of making the journey home. We left at 5:30am and my 

particular journey would not end until 8:30pm the following day!! Nevertheless, I was looking forward to 

some birding stops along the way to the Medellin Airport this morning. 

 

We made two stops along the way at places we had stopped before to look for the Tody Motmot, this mythical 

bird did not materialise today either, if such a bird exists, although we did hear it calling from deep in the 

roadside forest. A consolation prize was our first Orange-billed Sparrow and several other species put in an 

appearance. A Black-and-White Warbler showed well as did a Roadside Hawk, Yellow-tufted Dacnis and a 

few common Tanagers. 

 

The next stop was a lot more productive, the trees were alive with birds and bird-song. The Yellow-browed 

Shrike-Vireo called monotonously whilst shrills and trills came from everywhere. We quickly located our first 

Red-rumped Woodpecker of the trip and another first, a party of Collared Aracaris. A Black-bellied Wren was 

also a first for the trip we all got good views of a pair of them. The Tody Motmot never showed up to say 

adios to us, but plenty of other species kept us entertained for an hour or so. 



 

We took a most welcomed brunch at Ranchero 

Grande on the main road a few kilometers 

outside of Medellin, again the area was full of 

birds, herons, egrets, ibis, vultures and 

flycatchers to name but a few. 

 

Streaked Flycatcher 

 

Our internal flight was due out at 15:25, we 

made it to the airport in good time and boarded 

our flight on schedule. At Bogota we had rather 

a long wait for our international flight back 

home to London, it departed 40 minutes late at 

23:30. We touched down in London on time at 

14:15 the next day. The tour was over, we all 

said farewell at baggage reclaim and went our separate ways. 

 

 
 

The Group left to right:  Johnnier Arango (birding guide), Mike Ambler, Bob Buckler (Tour Leader), 

Reg Cox, Dave & Vanda Owen, Helen Stedman, Paul Edlin, Jeff Bailey and Ray (boggy) Marsh 

 

Our final count of species was 423 plus a dozen or so that we heard but did not see.  

 

 

 



WINGSPAN BIRD TOURS   -  CHECKLIST FOR COLOMBIA 
 

 

8TH JANUARY    –   24TH   JANUARY 2019 

 
 ENGLISH NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME TRIP 

 Tinamidae    

1  Highland Tinamou Nothocercus bonapartei √ 

 Anatidae    

2  Torrent Duck Merganetta armata √ 
3  Mallard Anas platyrhynchos √ 
4  Blue-winged Teal Anas discors √ 
5  Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis √ 
6  Andean Duck Oxyura jamaicensis √ 

 Cracidae    

7  Colombian Chachalaca Ortalis columbiana √ 
8  Cauca Guan Penelope perspicax √ 
9  Wattled Guan Aburria aburri √ 
10  Sickle-winged Guan Chamaepetes goudotii √ 
11  Chestnut Wood-Quail Odontophorus hyperythrus √ 

 Podicepedidae   

12  Least Grebe Tachybaptus dominicus √ 

13  Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps √ 
 Phalacrocoracidae    

14  Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax brasilianus √ 
 Ardeidae   

15  Cocoi Heron Ardea cocoi √ 
16  Great Egret Ardea alba √ 
17  Snowy Egret Egretta thula √ 
18  Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea √ 
19  Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis √ 
20  Striated Heron Butorides striata √ 
21  Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax √ 

 Threskiornithidae    

22  Bare-faced Ibis Phimosus infuscatus √ 
23  Buff-necked Ibis Theristicus caudatus √ 

 Cathartidae    

24  Black Vulture Coragyps atratus √ 
25  Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura √ 

 Pandionidae    

26  Osprey Pandion haliaetus √ 
 Accipitridae   

27  White-tailed Kite Elanus leucurus √ 
28  Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus √ 
29  Black Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus tyrannus √ 
30  Double-toothed Kite Harpagus bidentatus √ 
31  Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus √ 
32  Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris √ 
33  Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle Geranoaetus melanoleucus √ 
34  Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus √ 
35  Gray-lined Hawk Buteo nitidus √ 

 Rallidae    

36  White-throated Crake Laterallus albigularis √ 
37  Bogota Rail Rallus semiplumbeus √ 
38  Blackish Rail Pardirallus nigricans √ 



39  Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinicus √ 
40  Common Gallinule Gallinula galeata √ 
41  Spot-flanked Gallinule Gallinula melanops √ 
42  American Coot Fulica americana √ 

 Charadriidae    

43  Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis √ 

 Recurvirostridae    

44  Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus √ 
 Jacanidae    

45  Wattled Jacana Jacana jacana √ 

 Scolopacidae    

46  Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius √ 
47  Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria √ 
48  Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca √ 
49  Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes √ 

 Laridae    

50  Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla √ 

 Columbidae   
51  Rock Pigeon Columba livia √ 

52  Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis √ 

53  Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata √ 

54  Plumbeous Pigeon Patagioenas plumbea H 
55  Ruddy Pigeon Patagioenas subvinacea √ 

56  Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata √ 

57  Ruddy Ground-Dove Columbina talpacoti √ 

58  White-throated Quail-Dove Geotrygon frenata H 

 Cuculidae    

59  Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana √ 

60  Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani √ 

 Strigidae    

61  Andean Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium jardinii √ 

 Caprimulgidae    

62  Lesser Nighthawk Chordeiles acutipennis √ 

63  Common Pauraque Nyctidromus albicollis √ 

 Apodidae   
64  Chestnut-collared Swift Streptoprocne rutila √ 

65  White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris √ 

66  Lesser Swallow-tailed Swift Panyptila cayennensis √ 

 Trochilidae   
67  White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora √ 
68  Green Hermit Phaethornis guy √ 
69  Tawny-bellied Hermit Phaethornis syrmatophorus √ 
70  Stripe-throated Hermit Phaethornis striigularis √ 
71  Green-fronted Lancebill Doryfera ludovicae √ 
72  White-throated Wedgebill Schistes albogularis √ 
73  Brown Violetear Colibri delphinae √ 
74  Lesser Violetear Colibri thalassinus √ 
75  Sparkling Violetear Colibri coruscans √ 
76  Purple-crowned Fairy Heliothryx barroti √ 
77  Ruby-topaz Hummingbird Chrysolampis mosquitus √ 
78  Black-throated Mango Anthracothorax nigricollis √ 
79  Tourmaline Sunangel Heliangelus exortis √ 
80  Green Thorntail Discosura conversii √ 
81  Speckled Hummingbird Adelomyia melanogenys √ 
82  Long-tailed Sylph Aglaiocercus kingi √ 
83  Violet-tailed Sylph Aglaiocercus coelestis √ 



84  Black-tailed Trainbearer Lesbia victoriae √ 
85  Purple-backed Thornbill Ramphomicron microrhynchum √ 
86  Rainbow-bearded Thornbill Chalcostigma herrani √ 
87  Buffy Helmetcrest Oxypogon stubelii √ 
88  Tyrian Metaltail Metallura tyrianthina √ 
89  Viridian Metaltail Metallura williami √ 
90  Greenish Puffleg Haplophaedia aureliae √ 
91  Glowing Puffleg Eriocnemis vestita √ 
92  Black-thighed Puffleg Eriocnemis derbyi √ 
93  Coppery-bellied Puffleg Eriocnemis cupreoventris √ 
94  Shining Sunbeam Aglaeactis cupripennis √ 
95  Bronzy Inca Coeligena coeligena √ 
96  Collared Inca Coeligena torquata √ 
97  Blue-throated Starfrontlet Coeligena helianthea √ 
98  Buff-winged Starfrontlet Coeligena lutetiae √ 
99  Mountain Velvetbreast Lafresnaya lafresnayi √ 
100  Sword-billed Hummingbird Ensifera ensifera √ 
101  Great Sapphirewing Pterophanes cyanopterus √ 
102  Buff-tailed Coronet Boissonneaua flavescens √ 
103  Velvet-purple Coronet Boissonneaua jardini √ 
104  Booted Racket-tail Ocreatus underwoodii √ 
105  Rufous-gaped Hillstar Urochroa bougueri √ 
106  Purple-bibbed Whitetip Urosticte benjamini √ 
107  Fawn-breasted Brilliant Heliodoxa rubinoides √ 
108  Green-crowned Brilliant Heliodoxa jacula √ 
109  Empress Brilliant Heliodoxa imperatrix √ 
110  White-bellied Woodstar Chaetocercus mulsant √ 
111  Gorgeted Woodstar Chaetocercus heliodor √ 
112  Purple-throated Woodstar Calliphlox mitchellii √ 
113  Western Emerald Chlorostilbon melanorhynchus √ 
114  Crowned Woodnymph Thalurania fannyi √ 
115  Andean Emerald Amazilia franciae √ 
116  Indigo-capped Hummingbird Amazilia cyanifrons √ 

117  Steely-vented Hummingbird Amazilia saucerrottei √ 
118  Rufous-tailed Hummingbird Amazilia tzacatl √ 
119  White-vented Plumeleteer Chalybura buffonii √ 

 Trogonidae    

120  Golden-headed Quetzal Pharomachrus auriceps √ 

121  Collared Trogon Trogon collaris √ 

122  Masked Trogon Trogon personatus √ 

 Momotidae    

123  Tody Motmot Hylomanes momotula H 
124  Whooping Motmot Momotus subrufescens H 
125  Andean Motmot Momotus aequatorialis √ 

 Alcedinidae    

126  Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata √ 

127  Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle americana √ 

 Bucconidae    

128  Moustached Puffbird Malacoptila mystacalis √ 

 Capitonidae   
129  White-mantled Barbet Capito hypoleucus √ 

130  Red-headed Barbet Eubucco bourcierii √ 

 Semnornithidae    

131  Toucan Barbet Semnornis ramphastinus √ 

 Ramphastidae    



132  Southern Emerald-toucanet Aulacorhynchus prasinus √ 

133  Black-billed Mountain-Toucan Andigena nigrirostris √ 

134  Collared Aracari Pteroglossus torquatus √ 

135  Yellow-throated Toucan Ramphastos ambiguus √ 

 Picidae    

136  Olivaceous Piculet Picumnus olivaceus √ 

137  Red-crowned Woodpecker Melanerpes rubricapillus √ 

138  Smoky-brown Woodpecker Picoides fumigatus √ 

139  Red-rumped Woodpecker Veniliornis kirkii √ 

140  Bar-bellied Woodpecker Veniliornis nigriceps √ 

141  Golden-olive Woodpecker Colaptes rubiginosus √ 

142  Crimson-mantled Woodpecker Colaptes rivolii √ 

143  Spot-breasted Woodpecker Colaptes punctigula √ 

144  Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus √ 

145  Powerful Woodpecker Campephilus pollens √ 

 Falconidae    

146  Crested Caracara Caracara cheriway √ 

147  Yellow-headed Caracara Milvago chimachima √ 

148  Bat Falcon Falco rufigularis √ 

 Psittacidae    

149  Golden-plumed Parakeet Leptosittaca branickii √ 

150  Scarlet-fronted Parakeet Aratinga wagleri H 
151  Yellow-eared Parrot Ognorhynchus icterotis √ 

152  Spectacled Parrotlet Forpus conspicillatus √ 

153  Blue-headed Parrot Pionus menstruus √ 

154  Speckle-faced Parrot Pionus tumultuosus √ 

155  Bronze-winged Parrot Pionus chalcopterus √ 

156  Scaly-naped Parrot Amazona mercenarius √ 

 Thamnophilidae    

157  Bar-crested Antshrike Thamnophilus multistriatus √ 

158  Black-crowned Antshrike Thamnophilus atrinucha √ 

159  Uniform Antshrike Thamnophilus unicolor √ 

160  Plain Antvireo Dysithamnus mentalis √ 

161  Bicolored Antvireo Dysithamnus occidentalis √ 

162  Parker's Antbird Cercomacra parkeri √ 

163  Magdalena Antbird Myrmeciza palliata √ 

 Grallariidae    

164  Chestnut-crowned Antpitta Grallaria ruficapilla √ 

165  Bicolored Antpitta Grallaria rufocinerea √ 
166  Chestnut-naped Antpitta Grallaria nuchalis √ 
167  Rufous Antpitta Grallaria rufula √ 
168  Tawny Antpitta Grallaria quitensis √ 
169  Brown-banded Antpitta Grallaria milleri √ 
170  Slate-crowned Antpitta Grallaricula nana H 

 Rhinocryptidae    

171  Ocellated Tapaculo Acropternis orthonyx √ 

172  Blackish Tapaculo Scytalopus latrans H 
173  White-crowned Tapaculo Scytalopus atratus √ 
174  Choco Tapaculo Scytalopus chocoensis √ 
175  Stiles's Tapaculo Scytalopus stilesi √ 
176  Nariño Tapaculo Scytalopus vicinior √ 
177  Spillmann's Tapaculo Scytalopus spillmanni √ 
178  Pale-bellied Tapaculo Scytalopus griseicollis √ 
179  Tatama Tapaculo Scytalopus alvarezlopezi √ 

 Furnariidae    



180  Strong-billed Woodcreeper Xiphocolaptes promeropirhynchus √ 

181  Spotted Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus erythropygius √ 

182  Olive-backed Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus triangularis √ 

183  Red-billed Scythebill Campylorhamphus trochilirostris √ 

184  Brown-billed Scythebill Campylorhamphus pusillus H 

185  Streak-headed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes souleyetii √ 
186  Montane Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger √ 
187  Plain Xenops Xenops minutus √ 
188  Streaked Xenops Xenops rutilans √ 
189  Buffy Tuftedcheek Pseudocolaptes lawrencii √ 
190  Streaked Tuftedcheek Pseudocolaptes boissonneautii √ 
191  Stout-billed Cinclodes Cinclodes excelsior √ 
192  Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner Philydor rufum √ 
193  Montane Foliage-gleaner Anabacerthia striaticollis √ 
194  Striped Woodhaunter Hyloctistes subulatus √ 
195  Uniform Treehunter Thripadectes ignobilis √ 
196  Streak-capped Treehunter Thripadectes virgaticeps √ 
197  Flammulated Treehunter Thripadectes flammulatus √ 
198  Spotted Barbtail Premnoplex brunnescens √ 
199  Pearled Treerunner Margarornis squamiger √ 
200  Andean Tit-Spinetail Leptasthenura andicola √ 
201  Red-faced Spinetail Cranioleuca erythrops √ 
202  Silvery-throated Spinetail Synallaxis subpudica √ 
203  Azara's Spinetail Synallaxis azarae √ 
204  Pale-breasted Spinetail Synallaxis albescens √ 
205  Rufous Spinetail Synallaxis unirufa √ 
206  Slaty Spinetail Synallaxis brachyura √ 

 Tyrannidae    

207  Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet Camptostoma obsoletum √ 
208  White-tailed Tyrannulet Mecocerculus poecilocercus √ 
209  White-banded Tyrannulet Mecocerculus stictopterus √ 
210  Mouse-colored Tyrannulet Phaeomyias murina √ 
211  Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet Tyrannulus elatus √ 
212  Yellow-bellied Elaenia Elaenia flavogaster √ 
213  Mountain Elaenia Elaenia frantzii √ 
214  Torrent Tyrannulet Serpophaga cinerea √ 
215  Streak-necked Flycatcher Mionectes striaticollis √ 
216  Olive-striped Flycatcher Mionectes olivaceus √ 
217  Ochre-bellied Flycatcher Mionectes oleagineus √ 
218  Slaty-capped Flycatcher Leptopogon superciliaris √ 
219  Sooty-headed Tyrannulet Phyllomyias griseiceps √ 
220  Plumbeous-crowned Tyrannulet Phyllomyias plumbeiceps √ 
221  Golden-faced Tyrannulet Zimmerius chrysops √ 
222  Ornate Flycatcher Myiotriccus ornatus √ 
223  Bronze-olive Pygmy-Tyrant Pseudotriccus pelzelni √ 
224  Rufous-headed Pygmy-Tyrant Pseudotriccus ruficeps √ 
225  Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant Lophotriccus pileatus √ 
226  Southern Bentbill Oncostoma olivaceum √ 
227  Black-throated Tody-Tyrant Hemitriccus granadensis √ 
228  Rufous-crowned Tody-Flycatcher Poecilotriccus ruficeps √ 
229  Slate-headed Tody-Flycatcher Poecilotriccus sylvia √ 
230  Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum √ 
231  Cinnamon Flycatcher Pyrrhomyias cinnamomeus √ 
232  Handsome Flycatcher Nephelomyias pulcher √ 
233  Orange-crested Flycatcher Myiophobus phoenicomitra √ 



234  Smoke-colored Pewee Contopus fumigatus √ 
235  Acadian Flycatcher Empidonax virescens √ 
236  Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans √ 
237  Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus √ 
238  Plain-capped Ground-Tyrant Muscisaxicola alpinus √ 
239  Streak-throated Bush-Tyrant Myiotheretes striaticollis √ 
240  Smoky Bush-Tyrant Myiotheretes fumigatus √ 
241  Pied Water-Tyrant Fluvicola pica √ 
242  Yellow-bellied Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca diadema √ 
243  Slaty-backed Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca cinnamomeiventris √ 
244  Brown-backed Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca fumicolor √ 
245  Cattle Tyrant Machetornis rixosa √ 
246  Bright-rumped Attila Attila spadiceus √ 
247  Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer √ 
248  Apical Flycatcher Myiarchus apicalis √ 
249  Pale-edged Flycatcher Myiarchus cephalotes √ 
250  Great Crested Flycatcher Myiarchus crinitus √ 
251  Brown-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus  √ 
252  Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus √ 
253  Rusty-margined Flycatcher Myiozetetes cayanensis √ 
254  Golden-crowned Flycatcher Myiodynastes chrysocephalus √ 
255  Streaked Flycatcher Myiodynastes maculatus √ 
256  Piratic Flycatcher Legatus leucophaius √ 
257  Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus √ 
258  Fork-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus savana √ 

 Cotingidae    
259  Green-and-black Fruiteater Pipreola riefferii √ 
260  Barred Fruiteater Pipreola arcuata √ 
261  Orange-breasted Fruiteater Pipreola jucunda √ 
262  Andean Cock-of-the-rock Rupicola peruvianus √ 
263  Olivaceous Piha Snowornis cryptolophus √ 
264  Red-ruffed Fruitcrow Pyroderus scutatus √ 
265  Chestnut-capped Piha Lipaugus weberi √ 
266  Dusky Piha Lipaugus fuscocinereus √ 

 Pipridae    

267  Club-winged Manakin Machaeropterus deliciosus √ 
268  Striolated Manakin Machaeropterus striolatus √ 
269  White-crowned Manakin Pipra pipra √ 

 Tityridae   

270  Masked Tityra Tityra semifasciata √ 
271  Barred Becard Pachyramphus versicolor √ 
272  Cinereous Becard Pachyramphus rufus √ 
273  White-winged Becard Pachyramphus polychopterus √ 

 Vireonidae    

274  Yellow-throated Vireo Vireo flavifrons √ 
275  Choco Vireo Vireo masteri √ 
276  Brown-capped Vireo Vireo leucophrys √ 
277  Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus √ 
278  Yellow-browed Shrike-Vireo Vireolanius eximius √ 
279  Slaty-capped Shrike-Vireo Vireolanius leucotis H 

280  Rufous-browed Peppershrike Cyclarhis gujanensis √ 
281  Black-billed Peppershrike Cyclarhis nigrirostris √ 

 Corvidae    

282  Black-collared Jay Cyanolyca armillata √ 
283  Black-chested Jay Cyanocorax affinis √ 



284  Green Jay Cyanocorax yncas √ 
 Hirundinidae    

285  Blue-and-white Swallow Pygochelidon cyanoleuca √ 
286  Brown-bellied Swallow Orochelidon murina √ 
287  Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis √ 

 Troglodytidae    

288  House Wren Troglodytes aedon √ 
289  Mountain Wren Troglodytes solstitialis √ 
290  Sedge Wren Cistothorus platensis √ 
291  Bicolored Wren Campylorhynchus griseus √ 
292  Sooty-headed Wren Pheugopedius spadix √ 
293  Black-bellied Wren Pheugopedius fasciatoventris √ 
294  Whiskered Wren Pheugopedius mystacalis √ 
295  Speckle-breasted Wren Pheugopedius sclateri √ 
296  Antioquia Wren Thryophilus sernai √ 
297  Bay Wren Cantorchilus nigricapillus √ 
298  Rufous Wren Cinnycerthia unirufa √ 
299  Sharpe's Wren Cinnycerthia olivascens √ 
300  White-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucosticta √ 
301  Gray-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucophrys √ 
302  Munchique Wood-Wren Henicorhina negreti √ 
303  Chestnut-breasted Wren Cyphorhinus thoracicus √ 

 Polioptilidae    

304  Long-billed Gnatwren Ramphocaenus melanurus √ 

 Cinclidae    

305  White-capped Dipper Cinclus leucocephalus √ 

 Turdidae    

306  Andean Solitaire Myadestes ralloides √ 
307  Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus √ 
308  Black Solitaire Entomodestes coracinus √ 
309  Pale-eyed Thrush Turdus leucops H 
310  Pale-breasted Thrush Turdus leucomelas √ 
311  Clay-colored Thrush Turdus grayi √ 
312  Black-billed Thrush Turdus ignobilis √ 
313  Great Thrush Turdus fuscater √ 
314  Glossy-black Thrush Turdus serranus √ 

 Mimidae   

315  Tropical Mockingbird Mimus gilvus √ 

 Parulidae    

316  Northern Waterthrush Parkesia noveboracensis √ 
317  Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia √ 
318  Tennessee Warbler Oreothlypis peregrina √ 
319  Mourning Warbler Geothlypis philadelphia √ 
320  American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla √ 
321  Cerulean Warbler Setophaga cerulea √ 
322  Tropical Parula Setophaga pitiayumi √ 
323  Bay-breasted Warbler Setophaga castanea √ 
324  Blackburnian Warbler Setophaga fusca √ 
325  Yellow Warbler Setophaga petechia √ 
326  Rufous-capped Warbler Basileuterus rufifrons √ 
327  Golden-crowned Warbler Basileuterus culicivorus √ 
328  Three-striped Warbler Basileuterus tristriatus √ 
329  Citrine Warbler Myiothlypis luteoviridis √ 
330  Black-crested Warbler Myiothlypis nigrocristata √ 
331  Buff-rumped Warbler Myiothlypis fulvicauda √ 



332  Golden-bellied Warbler Myiothlypis chrysogaster H 
333  Canada Warbler Cardellina canadensis √ 
334  Slate-throated Redstart Myioborus miniatus √ 
335  Golden-fronted Redstart Myioborus ornatus √ 

 Thraupidae    

336  White-capped Tanager Sericossypha albocristata √ 
337  Black-capped Hemispingus Hemispingus atropileus √ 
338  Superciliaried Hemispingus Hemispingus superciliaris √ 
339  Gray-hooded Bush Tanager Cnemoscopus rubrirostris √ 
340  Gray-headed Tanager Eucometis penicillata √ 
341  Crimson-backed Tanager Ramphocelus dimidiatus √ 
342  Flame-rumped Tanager Ramphocelus flammigerus √ 
343  Blue-gray Tanager Thraupis episcopus √ 
344  Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum √ 
345  Blue-capped Tanager Thraupis cyanocephala √ 
346  Black-and-gold Tanager Bangsia melanochlamys √ 
347  Gold-ringed Tanager Bangsia aureocincta √ 
348  Hooded Mountain-Tanager Buthraupis montana √ 
349  Lacrimose Mountain-Tanager Anisognathus lacrymosus √ 
350  Scarlet-bellied Mountain-Tanager Anisognathus igniventris √ 
351  Blue-winged Mountain-Tanager Anisognathus somptuosus √ 
352  Black-chinned Mountain-Tanager Anisognathus notabilis √ 
353  Grass-green Tanager Chlorornis riefferii √ 
354  Purplish-mantled Tanager Iridosornis porphyrocephalus √ 
355  Fawn-breasted Tanager Pipraeidea melanonota √ 
356  Glistening-green Tanager Chlorochrysa phoenicotis √ 
357  Multicolored Tanager Chlorochrysa nitidissima H 
358  Black-capped Tanager Tangara heinei √ 
359  Scrub Tanager Tangara vitriolina √ 
360  Golden-hooded Tanager Tangara larvata √ 
361  Blue-necked Tanager Tangara cyanicollis √ 
362  Speckled Tanager Tangara guttata √ 
363  Blue-and-black Tanager Tangara vassorii √ 
364  Beryl-spangled Tanager Tangara nigroviridis √ 
365  Metallic-green Tanager Tangara labradorides √ 
366  Plain-colored Tanager Tangara inornata √ 
367  Bay-headed Tanager Tangara gyrola √ 
368  Saffron-crowned Tanager Tangara xanthocephala √ 
369  Golden Tanager Tangara arthus √ 
370  Silver-throated Tanager Tangara icterocephala √ 
371  Swallow Tanager Tersina viridis √ 
372  Yellow-tufted Dacnis Dacnis egregia √ 
373  Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayana √ 
374  Green Honeycreeper Chlorophanes spiza √ 
375  Guira Tanager Hemithraupis guira √ 
376  Yellow-backed Tanager Hemithraupis flavicollis √ 
377  Blue-backed Conebill Conirostrum sitticolor √ 
378  Capped Conebill Conirostrum albifrons √ 
379  Rufous-browed Conebill Conirostrum rufum √ 
380  Chestnut-bellied Flowerpiercer Diglossa gloriosissima √ 
381  Glossy Flowerpiercer Diglossa lafresnayii √ 
382  Black Flowerpiercer Diglossa humeralis √ 
383  White-sided Flowerpiercer Diglossa albilatera √ 
384  Indigo Flowerpiercer Diglossa indigotica √ 
385  Bluish Flowerpiercer Diglossa caerulescens √ 



386  Masked Flowerpiercer Diglossa cyanea √ 
387  Plumbeous Sierra-Finch Phrygilus unicolor √ 
388  Saffron Finch Sicalis flaveola √ 
389  Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina √ 
390  Gray Seedeater Sporophila intermedia √ 
391  Variable Seedeater Sporophila corvina √ 
392  Black-and-white Seedeater Sporophila luctuosa √ 
393  Yellow-bellied Seedeater Sporophila nigricollis √ 
394  Ruddy-breasted Seedeater Sporophila minuta √ 
395  Plain-colored Seedeater Catamenia inornata √ 
396  Bananaquit Coereba flaveola √ 
397  Yellow-faced Grassquit Tiaris olivaceus √ 
398  Dusky-faced Tanager Mitrospingus cassinii √ 
399  Streaked Saltator Saltator striatipectus √ 
400  Grayish Saltator Saltator coerulescens √ 
401  Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus √ 
402  Black-winged Saltator Saltator atripennis √ 

 Emberizidae   
403  Olive Finch Arremon castaneiceps √ 
404  Orange-billed Sparrow Arremon aurantiirostris √ 
405  Gray-browed Brushfinch Arremon assimilis √ 
406 v Black-striped Sparrow Arremonops conirostris √ 
407  White-naped Brushfinch Atlapetes albinucha √ 
408  Pale-naped Brushfinch Atlapetes pallidinucha √ 
409  Tricolored Brushfinch Atlapetes tricolor √ 
410  Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis √ 
411  Common Chlorospingus Chlorospingus ophthalmicus √ 
412  Dusky Chlorospingus Chlorospingus semifuscus √ 
413  Yellow-throated Chlorospingus Chlorospingus flavigularis √ 
414  Ashy-throated Chlorospingus Chlorospingus canigularis √ 

 Cardinalidae    

415  Summer Tanager Piranga rubra √ 
416  Sooty Ant-Tanager Habia gutturalis √ 
417  Crested Ant-Tanager Habia cristata √ 
418  Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus √ 

 Icteridae   

419  Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna √ 
420  Carib Grackle Quiscalus lugubris √ 
421  Red-bellied Grackle Hypopyrrhus pyrohypogaster √ 
422  Yellow-hooded Blackbird Chrysomus icterocephalus √ 
423  Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis √ 
424  Giant Cowbird Molothrus oryzivorus √ 
425  Yellow-backed Oriole Icterus chrysater √ 
426  Yellow Oriole Icterus nigrogularis √ 
427  Mountain Cacique Cacicus chrysonotus √ 
428  Russet-backed Oropendola Psarocolius angustifrons √ 
429  Crested Oropendola Psarocolius decumanus √ 
 Fringillidae    

430  Velvet-fronted Euphonia Euphonia concinna √ 
431  Thick-billed Euphonia Euphonia laniirostris √ 
432  Orange-bellied Euphonia Euphonia xanthogaster √ 
433  Chestnut-breasted Chlorophonia Chlorophonia pyrrhophrys √ 
434  Lesser Goldfinch Spinus psaltria √ 
435  Yellow-bellied Siskin Spinus xanthogastrus √ 
    



 MAMMALS/REPTILES/AMPHIBIANS 
 

1.  Wild Guinea Pig Cavia porcellus √ 
2.  Tayra Eira barbara √ 

3.  Red-howler Monkey Alouatta seniculus √ 
4.  Red-tailed Squirrel Sciurus granatensis √ 
5.  Andean Squirrel Sciurus pucheranii √ 
6.  Central American dwarf squirrel Microsciurus alfari √ 
7.  Central American Agouti Dasyprocta punctate √ 
8.  Crab-eating Fox Cerdocyon thous √ 
9.  Gaige´s Rainbow Lizard Cnemidophorus gaigei √ 
10.  Turniptail Gecko Thecadactylus rapicauda √ 

 


