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SUMMARY 

This was a tour disrupted by bad weather, injury and illness. One participant did not make 

the tour because of illness and another one turned up with a twisted ankle and was unable 

to participate in any of the walks. To top that, bad weather delayed the arrival of another 

participant and bad weather warnings persuaded us to curtail the tour a day early, so we 

missed a full day’s birding. Other than that, the trip went very well!! We saw quite a few 

‘goodies’ with great views of a number of species including: Baird’s, Buff-breasted and 

Pectoral Sandpiper, Woodchat and Red-backed Shrikes, Glossy Ibis, Spotted Crake, 

Dotterel, American Golden Plover (Tim only), Wryneck, Spotted Redshank, Sooty 

Shearwater, Storm Petrel & Great Skua. 

DAY 1 –  SATURDAY 25TH 2021 

FERRY TO ST MARY'S - WALK TO HIGHER MOORS VIA OLD TOWN BEACH - PORTH 

HELLICK POOL AND BEACH 

WEATHER; a mixture of fog, mist and clear sky, with some cloud later and some drizzle. 

My original group of 8 slowly dwindled to 7, then to 6 and then to 4!!  Injury, illness and fog were to 

blame. However, we soldiered on and 4 of my group joined me at Penzance as we boarded the 

Scillonian III Ferry for the 2 ½ hour crossing to St Mary’s and although it was foggy the sea was flat-

calm as pulled out of the Harbour at Penzance. 

 

the flat, calm sea was much appreciated as we left Penzance Harbour 



For the first hour we didn’t see much because our view was restricted by the fog, but slowly the fog 

lifted and our visibility range was extended, we then started to see birds and cetaceans. Two 

Razorbills were fairly close as they got up from the water and then we saw a Risso’s Dolphin also 

fairly close to the ship, identified by it’s grey colouring and its large, scarred dorsal fin. 

The ever-present Gannets were joined by many Manx Shearwater sightings, at first, we saw ones 

and twos, but then small groups turned into larger groups until we saw large rafts of them lift from 

the water. As we progressed, we must have seen a couple of hundred. Sifting through the flocks of 

shearwaters for a brown one or a larger black one paid off a few times as we picked out 3 Sooty 

Shearwaters. 

 

Our first sighting of the Isles of Scilly 

A ‘Bonxie’ (Great Skua) flew past us above the skyline and we had sightings of Common Dolphins 

on a few occasions, then we spotted a large gathering of Gannets in the distance up ahead of us, 

they weren’t diving but dropping down onto the surface to feed. We could see a great disturbance 

below them on the surface of the water. It was a large shoal of Tuna, you could see them jumping 

out of the water chasing smaller fish, a large gathering of shearwaters was also visible. We picked 

out another Sooty Shearwater (although other people reported at least two). 

Finally, as we approached the Isles of Scilly we saw our last Sooty Shearwater, a little nearer to 

the boat too! Lots of European Shags sat on the rocks as we approached St Mary’s with a few 

Great Cormorants and we saw a distant Sandwich Tern. 



 

The sea was still nice and calm as we rounded the headland into St Mary's Harbour 

Our trip was over as we docked at St Mary’s, we were greeted by a bunch of House Sparrows as 

we disembarked. A quick visit to the local supermarket was made before we walked up to our 

accommodation, our luggage would follow soon, we hoped!! 

We found out that our suitcases may take up to two hours to arrive, so we set off for our walk without 

our scopes (as all of our tripods were in the suitcases). We walked down to Old Town beach and 

scanned the rocks and the weed-covered beach finding two Greenshanks, a Grey Heron and some 

Herring Gulls. 

The hedgerows were pretty much bird less, we did see small flocks of Starlings, Wood Pigeons 

and Collared Doves and the occasional Robin sang out. We paused at the entrance to Higher 

Moors to look for a reported Yellow-browed Warbler, we saw Dunnock, Wren, Blue and Great 

Tits and a few Goldfinches but not the warbler. 

The trail through moors was also pretty much bird-less but as we stopped to watch a very obliging 

Song Thrush taking a bath we spotted a Water Rail sneaking about in the undergrowth, it 

eventually showed very well and, by keeping very still and quiet, we had great close views of it. 



 

On Porth Hellick Pool we saw a few Moorhens, Mallards and Teal but not the hoped-for 

PECTORAL SANDPIPER. So, we walked to the beach area and scanned the large, exposed area 

of sand, weed and rocks. We found a dozen Greater Ringed Plovers, two more Greenshanks and 

a single Ruddy Turnstone. In the scrub behind the beach we added Stonechats and Linnets, a 

Sparrowhawk flew over and many Crows were drifting around. 

 

the view from Stephen Sussex Hide of Porth Hellick Pool where the Pectoral Sandpiper had been 

seen 

On the way back we popped into the hide once more, a local birder was in there and he had the 

PECTORAL SANDPIPER in his scope!! We all got to see the bird in the scope, smashing! The guy 

turned out to be quite entertaining telling us funny stories of the exploits of Walley the visiting Walrus 



and the formation of the many local and widely varied committees, formed to try to come up with a 

solution of how to get rid of the marauding menace!! 

Another look for the Yellow-browed Warbler produced sightings of a Garden Warbler, Common 

Chiffchaff, Wren and not much else, but we did hear a Cetti’s Warbler. 

We had to be back fairly early because our evening meal was booked for 6:30pm. We were joined 

by Tim, our fifth member of the group, he had arrived after his flight was delayed because of the fog. 

Two more would be arriving on Monday, delayed because of an ankle-injury, the eighth member of 

the group (Alice, who is Tim’s wife) wasn't coming at all because of illness!!! 

DAY 2 – SUNDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER 2021 

TRIP TO BRYHER – STINKING PORTH – GREAT POOL – SHIPMAN DOWN – PRE-BREAKFAST 

WALK ON ST MARY’S – PORTHLOO BEACH – PORTHCRESSA 

WEATHER: a cloudy start, then bright intervals and cloudy again later. 

We met at 7am and went for a short walk to the beaches near our guest house, we started at Town 

Beach where we saw a Grey Heron and a couple of Black-headed Gulls. Moving around to Porth 

Mellon Beach we added Oystercatcher, as you can gather there was not a lot out there. 

At PorthLoo Beach there is usually a wader gathering, today there was 14 Oystercatchers and a 

single Curlew, a couple of Rock Pipits flitted about in the dead seaweed and a number of gulls 

gathered on the far end of the beach. On Taylor’s Island there was a single Heron, a Grey one, also 

Great Black-backed Gulls and more B H Gulls, a few Shags fished in the bay. Behind the beach 

we found a bunch of Linnets, a couple of Greenfinches and the usual common garden birds. 



 

Porth Loo Beach where the waders usually roost 

Before we went back for breakfast we walked round to Porthcressa beach to look for a locally 

uncommon species, the Great Crested Grebe, but it was quite choppy out then and we could not 

pick it out. 

 

a rainbow developed behind Taylor’s Island, over four of my group 



 

as the rainbow faded away it left a ball of coloured light just above the horizon, you had to be there 

to appreciate it, quite spectacular! 

After breakfast we walked down to the quay in the harbour and boarded a boat to Bryher, a few 

good birds had been seen there and it looked the best option for the day. A couple of Mediterranean 

Gulls and a Sandwich Tern were seen from the boat. 

 

looking down to the Great Pool on Bryher 

Once we were back on terra firma we marched across the island to the Great Pool, along the way 

we sifted through a flock of Common Starlings looking for a Rose-coloured variety without luck, 

but we picked out a Common Whitethroat in the hedges. At the Great Pool a single Brent Goose 



was sitting in the water, it looked very much like a Pale-bellied variety because of its very white 

flanks but it could have been a pale 1st winter Dark-bellied bird. 

 

Brent Goose on the Great Pool 

Behind the brackish Great Pool lies a small cove, it is called Stinking Porth because of the amount 

of dead sea-weed that gets washed up there and the smell can be quite bad in the summer. We 

were looking for a Baird’s Sandpiper, we had seen a few people looking but they had moved on 

without success. The cove was covered in large stones and pebbles, but we could not see any 

waders, so we walked a little way to look into a smaller cove adjacent to Stinking Porth. 

There we struck gold, the Baird’s Sandpiper was standing on a stone near to three Greater Ringed 

Plovers, job done, we took some pictures before the bird flew off into Stinking Porth. Tim picked out 

a Curlew roosting in the larger boulders and we watched White Wagtails, Linnets and Rock 

Pipits before we moved on. 



 

Baird's Sandpiper 

 

Baird's Sandpiper taken by Tim Oldman 



 

another of Tim's pictures, it is a screenshot taken from a short video of his 

From there we back tracked to where we saw the starling flock because Terry had mentioned that 

he had seen a lighter brown bird in with them. The flock was coming down to feed on berries in a 

number of Pittosporum bushes. It was Terry who picked it out once again, it was on a roof with a 

line of Common Starlings, well done Terry. 

 



another view looking down from the Post Office on Bryher, where we ate our lunch 

We sat around a picnic bench and ate our picnic lunch in the warm sunshine, we were out of the 

brisk breeze and enjoyed the wonderful view. We were soon moving on, this time we headed to 

Shipman Head Down, a totally different habitat of low-lying heath on a plateau, this unique 

environment with its harsh maritime conditions and shallow soil has led to the development of a 

‘waved’ heathland which is difficult to walk over, but excellent for birds to shelter in. 

 

up on Shipman Head Down 

We were looking for a Buff-breasted Sandpiper, but as we left the farmland area to follow the 

footpath up to the heath we were distracted by the sighting of a single WhInchat and some of the 

group spotted a Common Kestrel. Once up on the top of the heath we spread out, keeping to the 

footpaths as much as we could. Within a few minutes we found the Buff-breasted Sandpiper, most 

of us had excellent views except for two of the group who were the furthest away. The bird didn’t 

stay long because another birder approached from the other side of the heath and flushed it! 



 

Eurasian Oystercatchers on Porth Loo Beach 

We spent an hour or so trying to relocate the bird, but we never did. Most of the group retired for the 

day and went for a coffee near the quay, we still had 90 minutes before we had to catch our boat 

back to St Mary’s. I walked for another 30 minutes looking for the sandpiper without luck. I then 

walked back to the area where we had had the starling sighting, before walking down to the quay. 

Just before I arrived at the café I bumped into a Wryneck, a couple of people thought they had seen 

a bird that looked like a Wryneck and when it popped out of a bush, I confirmed its identity. Soon I 

had the group onto the bird before it disappeared. 



 

the Wryneck our last bird of the day 

What a great bird to find before we left island, it had been a superb day, we saw all of our target 

birds and more! 

 DAY 3 – MONDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER 2021 

ALL DAY ON ST MARY’S VISITING: LOWER MOORS, CARREG DHU GARDENS, HOLY 

VALE, HIGHER MOORS, PORTH HELLICK, WATERMILL COVE, HELVEAR HEATH 

 WEATHER: windy and changeable, sunny spells with light to heavy rain showers. 

After an overnight storm with high winds and lots of rain we were optimistic that a few birds may 

have been deposited on the islands. So, after our lovely breakfast at the Guest House we set off on 

a hike that would take us to the top of the island in search of a Balearic subspecies of the Woodchat 

Shrike. 

We took the road that led us down into Old Town where we viewed the beach, or should I say a tiny 

strip of sand along the shore as it was a full high tide. We saw an Oystercatcher and a Grey Heron 

there, also a few Greenfinches in the scrub behind the beach. A quick walk along the track through 

Lower Moors, with a visit to the hides, produced very little, Moorhens and Mallards, and nothing 

else. The wind was annoying it seemed to swirl all around us and we could not find sheltered areas 



where birds might feed. It was much the same at Carreg Dhu Gardens and those small, sheltered 

corners held nothing except for a few common garden species. 

 

A European Robin, I think it’s a buoy. 

We walked down to the Holy Vale via Longstone seeing Starlings, House Sparrows and a few 

Goldfinches along the way, it was quite sheltered in the Vale but we saw zilch. At Higher Moors we 

had a raptor fest! A single Common Kestrel had a short altercation with a Peregrine Falcon, it was 

all over in seconds as the two 'mighty' raptors went their separate ways. A good number of Barn 

Swallows fed over the reedbeds with a few Sand Martins mixed in with them. 

 



this Common Snipe was disturbed by a Grey Heron otherwise we would not have seen it! 

At Porth Hellick Pool we sat in the Stephen Sussex Hide hoping for a closer view of the Pectoral 

Sandpiper, we saw Moorhens and a Grey Heron which flushed out a Common Snipe but not our 

visitor from North America. In the willow scrub we heard and then saw a Common Chiffchaff, also 

Wren, Blue and Great Tits flitted about. By the time we had walked up to Maypole it was time to 

eat our lunch, we had endured a couple of rain showers and another one began just as we sat on 

the roadside benches to eat, how nice, a picnic in the rain! 

We moved on quickly and found shelter along the track to Watermill Cove, we neared the spot where 

a Woodchat Shrike had been seen. For nearly an hour we searched in the wrong places for the 

Shrike, misled by ambiguous directions and dubious interpretation of said directions. But, eventually 

we found the bird doing what Shrikes do, sitting on top of a bush along a hedgerow. We watched 

the bird feeding for a while and although it was fairly distant, we had good 'scope views of it. 

 

Balearic Woodchat Shrike 

Balearic Woodchat Shrike (Lanius senator badius) is one of four forms or subspecies and is 

obviously only found in the Balearic Islands, the most obvious and best known plumage feature that 

separates this form from the other races of Woodchat Shrike is the absence or virtual absence of 

the visible white mark at the base of the primaries in the closed wing. This feature could be seen on 

our bird even though it was quite a distance away. Another identification feature is the narrow black 

forehead, also visible and noticeable in the field through the telescope on this bird. 

Enough of Shrikes, we had suffered strong winds and rain just to get to see it and more rain whilst 

watching it, but we all agreed it was well worth the effort. What next? It was now 2:30pm so we set 

off back towards Hugh Town, we spent an hour and half getting back to the guest house, we were 



all tired and ready to call it a day, we had covered a lot of ground and our track recorders registered 

22,000 steps (roughly 9 miles). 

 

Porth Mellon beach near Hugh Town, taken this afternoon 

We had a relaxing time before we set off for dinner in the town. In the meantime, the final two of the 

group, William and Christine, turned up and joined us for dinner.  They had delayed their arrival 

because Christine had twisted her ankle in a fall, she is going to struggle on this trip, what fun awaits 

us?? 

 DAY 4 – TUESDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER 2021 

ALL DAY ON TRESCO VISITING CASTLE DOWN – GREAT POOL – ABBEY 

POOL 

WEATHER: Rain all day, with one or two drier periods in the afternoon. 

When I say we had atrocious weather, I mean absolutely horrendous rain-storms, we knew what 

was coming but we never thought for one minute that it going to be that bad! We got thoroughly 

soaked, wet through and yet we soldiered on like birder-crusaders on a mission and our efforts paid 

off. 

The rain had been battering against my bedroom window for most of the night but had stopped when 

I went down for breakfast, we all agreed to continue with our plan to take the boat to Tresco. As 

soon as we left the harbour at Hugh Town the skies opened up and we were drenched whilst sitting 

on the boat. 



 

On the 'Kingfisher' just before we got our first soaking 

William and Christine decided to turn back as soon as we got onto Tresco, they had not worn 

waterproof clothing and were well and truly soaking wet. The rest of us with all our top brand 

waterproofs continued up to Castle Down which is an open heathland with no shelter, light rain 

continued to fall relentlessly interspersed with heavy deluges of biblical proportions. I felt water 

trickling down the inside of my trousers and into my boots! 

We scoured the heath, kicking up a Northern Wheatear and a party of Meadow Pipits but there 

was no sign of the Eurasian Dotterel or any Golden Plovers. During one particular down pour we 

sat behind a rock and ate a snack, I was starting to get cold as well as wet through. 

There was one other birder out there, he seemed to cover a lot of ground too, we had a chat, he 

hadn’t seen a bean either, so we decided to pack in and as we walked away the guy called to us, 

he had found the DOTTEREL!! Reluctantly (for some) we turned back into the rain and walked over 

to watch the bird, yes it was definitely a Dotterel but no Plovers were with it. 



 

Eurasian Dotterel - both pictures were taken by Tim Oldman 

 

Hooray we could leave the heath and head down to the village, we then endured a shower of epic 

proportions, it was literally coming down just like stair-rods, but we survived, I began to shiver 

uncontrollably, I needed to eat something warm. 



Luckily the pub was open, we sat outside at sheltered tables and drank a hot chocolate, we then 

decided to venture inside the warm pub and ordered hot soup, that went down a treat. By the time 

we left the pub the rain had eased off to a light shower and the sky brightened. 

We made it to the Swarovski Hide at the southern end of the Great Pool and we were faced with a 

host of birds and a good number of species! Hooray, some proper birding again. Many ducks, 

waders and some passerines were out there. A nice margin of mud held, 14 Dunlin, 7 Greenshank, 

5 Redshank and a single Spotted Redshank which is a very uncommon species for the Scillies. 

We also picked out 3 Water Rails, 3 Yellow Wagtails, 2 White Wagtails and a single Grey 

Wagtail. Many Meadow Pipits were also on the mud with the occasional Robin, Wren and 

Dunnock. 

 

Yellow Wagtail with Dunlin 

Out on the water we saw dozens of Coots, Moorhens, Teal, Gadwall and Mallards, there was 

also 5 Mute Swans also singles of Common Pochard and Northern Pintail (a female). 



 

a female Pintail with Coots and a Mallard 

We knew that a SPOTTED CRAKE had been seen from this hide so we searched for it, but four of 

the group we getting cold again so they decided to move on to the next hide. Tim and I stayed with 

another guy to search a little longer and our persistence paid off! Tim got onto the Crake and called 

out that he “got something”. Well, it was the Crake and it came out of the reeds to feed showing very 

well but distantly, I could hardly keep my hands still to take a picture but Tim did better. 

 

this is my only effort of the Spotted Crake (the bird on the left in the picture) 



 

Spotted Redshank and the back end of a Common Redshank 

I called the others back using my phone and the bird obligingly stayed in view until they arrived and 

we all got it on our list, fantastic it made the day worthwhile and the icing on the cake was that it had 

stopped raining! 

 

Water Rail on the edge of the Great Pool, Tresco 

We had very little time left so we walked around to the Abbey Pool to have a quick look for a Pectoral 

Sandpiper, we couldn’t see it so we crossed the heliport noting more Meadow Pipits and a 

Stonechat. We arrived at Carn Near jetty with fifteen minutes to spare, you can guess what 



happened next!! Yes, it poured down once more giving us one last soaking just as we had warmed 

up and dried out a little. 

 

Greenshank with Yellow Wagtail 

The sky began to clear and we had sunshine and a perfect rainbow just before we boarded the 

boat, the crossing was smooth, we landed back on St Mary’s at 5pm. Oh, how nice it was to get 

into that hot shower, what a relief to get out of my sodden clothes. 

 

soaked but still smiling, L to R   Tim, Peter, Dinah, Margaret and Terry 

Later we walked back down into Hugh Town and ate a lovely dinner in the Scillonian Club, it poured 

down whilst we were eating but it had cleared when we set off back up the hill to our guest house. 



The clear sky revealed an unbelievable picture of the universe, millions of stars guided us home. 

Star gazing, what a beautiful way to end the day. 

 

Our parting view of Tresco 

DAY 5 –  WEDNESDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER 2021 

PELAGIC TRIP – LATE AFTERNOON BACK ON ST MARYS A VISIT TO PORTH 

HELLICK 

 WEATHER: Windy to start but calmer later. Bright sunshine with scattered cloud. 

 The most significant point about today was the fact that we stayed dry!! The Pelagic went ahead 

with not many people onboard, I think they were put off by the windy conditions and rightly so. We 

set off at 9:30am, just 5 of us in my group! Tim, William and Christine stayed on dry land to do their 

own thing, in hindsight they chose the better option! The rest of us were undecided, at first, we 

planned to abandon the trip, then other birders persuaded us to change our minds. 



 

very few people went on this pelagic trip 

At 9:30 we set off heading south on board the Sapphire, the plan was to ‘chum’ about 4 or 5 miles 

out, as we left St Mary’s behind we could see a large feeding flock of Gannets in the distance so 

we diverted to see them. Having got there we soon realised that it was only Gannets and nothing 

else. In the meantime we had seen 3 Manx Shearwaters and two Harbour Porpoise. 

For the next hour we continued south, picking out a few Razorbills, Manx Shearwaters and there 

was plenty of Common Dolphin activity. We reached our destination and the pilot turned off the 

engine and we just sat for 1 ½ hours waiting for things to happen, they never did!!  Over that time 

period we saw about 7 Storm Petrels (all of them fleeting views and none lingered), we saw more 

Razorbills, another three or four Manx Shearwaters and the ever-present Gannets. Three 

migrating Meadow Pipits flew around the boat as we steered back towards the islands. 



 

looking towards Bar Point on St Mary's were we saw the Great Crested Grebe 

We turned the boat and motored for another hour hoping to bump into something, but we failed to 

do so, so the captain decided to head back to St Mary’s and visit Bar Point where a Great Crested 

Grebe had been frequenting. The GC Grebe is a very rare visitor to the Isles of Scilly and so is an 

important sighting for Scilly listers. We got sightings of the Grebe and we saw Curlews, Shags and 

Oystercatchers on the rocks and then we headed back to port. A Great Northern Diver was also 

pointed out as we headed for the harbour. 

We were back on dry land at 3pm and after walking back to the guest house to pick up our scopes 

we continued down to Porth Hellick Pool to look for a Glossy Ibis that had been seen. Only two of 

my clients, Peter and Dinah, turned out for this last excursion of the day. At Port Hellick we saw the 

Ibis very well from a Bird Hide, it was very close, smashing. 



 

a juvenile Glossy Ibis 

We also saw Common Snipe (2), Moorhen and Mallard. From the hide nearest to the sea we 

watched the Pectoral Sandpiper, this bird was incredibly close to the hide, only 3 or 4 meters, we 

had stunning views of it. 

 



record shots of these two well-camouflaged Common Snipe 

My two companions set off for the guest house and left me to wander around for a while, I only 

added Greenshank, Ringed Plover, Stonechat, Greenfinch, Linnet and not a lot else. 

 

This Pectoral Sandpiper was extremely close to the hide. 

 

We all met at 6pm to complete the bird log were found out that Tim had taken a trip out to Bryher, 

he saw an American Golden Plover and had had a fleeting view of the Buff-breasted Sandpiper 



DAY 6 – THURSDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER 2021 

A VISIT TO ST MARTIN’S – LOWER TOWN AREA AND CAMP SITE – LATE AFTERNOON 

VISIT TO LOWER MOORS ST MARY’S. 

WEATHER: another wet and windy morning, brighter later with some sunshine. 

We had an early breakfast because we thought we were catching an early boat to St Martin’s, 

however, the early boat was cancelled because of the weather and rescheduled for 10:15. We had 

time to kill, so we walked down into town and scanned the beach at Porthcressa. There was nothing 

on the beach as people were walking dogs along it and out in the bay we saw the usual gulls, Shags 

and Oystercatchers, a Grey Seal was ‘bobbing’ near the shore, it appeared to be asleep with its 

eye firmly shut! 

 

The sleeping Seal off Porthcressa Beach 

We then walked up onto the Garrison to look for sheltered areas of trees where birds might linger, 

it was hard to find such a place with the swirling wind and driven rain, so we gave up and walked 

down to the harbour quay to wait for our boat to St Martin’s Island. 



This was our last boat trip of the Tour so we decided to visit St Martin’s, not many birds had been 

reported but recent sightings of Red-backed Shrike and Common Rosefinch were enough to 

encourage us to make the journey. 

We had strong winds of 20-30 miles an hour for most of the day, however the sea state remained 

relatively calm as it is sheltered by the surrounding islands, we saw Mediterranean Gull, Sandwich 

Tern, Shag, Gannets and Oystercatchers during the boat trip, it took 20 minutes to get there. 

 

the beautiful beach at Higher Town St Martin's 

From the jetty near Higher Town we scanned the lovely beach area and found our first Sanderlings 

of the trip, whilst many more Oystercatchers and a few gulls lingered in the distance. We then 

walked round to the Cricket Pitch, which was not far from the quay, out on the grass we saw a single 

Northern Wheatear, six Meadow Pipits, a single Rock Pipit and three juvenile White Wagtails, I 

spotted a Stonechat in the scrub nearby. 



 

Northern Wheatear taken by Tim Oldman 

From the edge of the pitch we were able to scan the disused ‘daffodil’ fields which we covered in 

weeds that were now in seed. A large flock of Goldfinches were feeding on the seeds and were 

joined in the field by some Linnets, lots of House Sparrows, a flock of Starlings, a few Blackbirds, 

Dunnocks and a Song Thrush. We sifted through the flocks looking for a Rosefinch but we never 

found one. 

 

Meadow Pipit on the cricket pitch taken by Tim Oldman 

The rain intensified as we walked along the main track, driven by a strong wind it came at us almost 

horizontally. We found shelter along the way behind the large hedges of pittosporum bushes. We 

found two more Northern Wheatears as we ambled along, taking shelter now and then as the rain 

varied in its intensity. 



Another weedy field held a few more Goldfinches with many common garden birds in with them, 

the House Sparrow populations on St Martin’s is very high. We walked down to a local garden 

waste tip which was in an old quarry, it was sheltered there but we only saw common birds and a 

few ‘black’ pheasants. 

 

3 Sanderling on the beach at the quay 

We reached the Camp Site were the Red-backed Shrike had been seen over the last few days, 

not surprisingly the camp site had only one tent in it!! Many areas were sheltered from the wind and 

we suspected that the Shrike would be favouring such a place. After an hour of searching the rain 

came down once again so we sheltered behind a hedge and settled down to eat our picnic lunch. 

After lunch we took another walk towards Lower Town and circled back along a track near the beach 

where a bank of bracken and scrub provided habitat that the shrike might prefer. We drew a blank 

once again and spent more time sheltering from the rain than actual birding. As we walked away 

from the Camp Site it suddenly brightened up and the rain stopped, this encouraged us to take one 

final look back at the camp site. 

We drew a blank once again, but as we walked away I spotted the Shrike tucked up in a hedgerow, 

hooray!! All of the group got see it before it flew out of sight. We then had short glimpses of it as it 

flew down to the ground to pick up some insect before returning to a perch not visible to us. Finally, 

the bird disappeared over a hedge and was lost to sight for good. 



 

the quay in misty swirling rain, not nice to be out there today 

We marched back to the quay and before making it to the jetty we had a quick second-scan of the 

cricket pitch and the ‘bulb’ fields, the rain was only very light and before we boarded the boat it had 

stopped. 

As we pulled away from the quay the captain warmed us that we were in for a wet and rocky ride, 

he wasn’t joking. Past experience had taught me to sit near to the ‘pointy end’ of the boat and this 

is what we did. Many people in the back of the boat got a soaking from sea-spray, it was hilarious, 

a lot of them were holiday-makers with inappropriate wet-weather clothing, they were wet through, 

they had a good laugh about it. 

Back on St Mary’s all of the group went back to guest house but I walked down to Lower Moors to 

see what had come in. Apparently two Pectoral Sandpipers had dropped in for a few minutes 

before flying off to Higher Moors. The sandpipers had long gone by the time I got there, I spent 30 

minutes alone in the hide watching the local Moorhens and a very obliging Water Rail. I scanned 

the muddy fringes around the reedbeds looking for Snipe without finding any. 



 

Water Rail at Lower Moors 

 

I got back to guest house around 5:30pm and received the news that a weather warning had been 

put out for Saturday, all flights had been cancelled in advance and it was highly likely that the ship 

would not sail!!! We made a joint decision to cut the tour short by a day, we would be leaving for 

home tomorrow and we rebooked the ferry accordingly. 

 DAY 7 – FRIDAY 1ST OCTOBER 2021 

PENINNIS HEAD, OLD TOWN BEACH - LOWER MOORS – PORTH LOO BEACH 

WEATHER: much better than the forecast, dry sunny spells, brisk breeze. 



Today was our last day because we had brought our departure forward by 24hrs due to pending 

bad weather, a wise decision by the looks of things to come. After breakfast we headed out to 

Peninnis Head which was just a short walk from our guest house. We saw Goldfinches and good 

numbers of Linnets along the way as well as Meadow Pipits and usual common garden species. 

 

Peninnis Headland in the morning light 

At the Headland we found a single Northern Wheatear and nothing else, a few Gannets were flying 

by as were Herring Gulls and Gt BB Gulls, a few Shags fed in the sea and a couple of Grey Seals 

‘bobbed about in the sheltered areas. The views of the rocky scenery was stunning and well worth 

the walk it was beautiful out there. On the north side of the Headland we followed the track into Old 

Town Bay and the beach area. We saw plenty of Oystercatchers, Ruddy Turnstones, a Grey 

Heron and more Seals. 

 

Oystercatchers in Old Town Bay 



 

Ruddy Turnstones, not looking so ruddy in their winter garb 

As we approached Old Town Beach we nipped into Old Town Churchyard where Harold Wilson 

(UK  Labour Prime Minister 1964 -70 and 1974-76)  is buried, the group wanted to see the grave. 

The Churchyard can be very good for migrant birds but today it was devoid of birds. 



 

The group then dragged me into a café where we enjoyed a lovely cuppa and a piece of chocolate 

cake, from where we were sitting the view over Old Town Bay was stunning. 

Our walk though Lower Moors produced very little too, we sat in a bird hide and had great close-up 

views of a Greenshank what an elegant looking wader that one is. Also present was a few 

Moorhens and some Mallards. To think that in a few days’ time there will be Jack Snipe, Common 

Snipe and few other species of duck present there. 

 



looking into Old Town Bay from the cafe 

We crossed the road at the end of the Lowers Moors Trail and entered Rosehill Gardens where 

found a few Common Darters, Peacock and Speckled Wood Butterflies, but no birds. 

 

the group of 5 (William and Christine did not join us on any of the walks because Christine had a 

sprained ankle) 

It was quite windy at Porth Loo Beach but we managed to find a few species of waders. A roost of 

Black-headed Gulls were joined by some Sanderlings and Ruddy Turnstones and out on 

Taylor’s Island we saw Grey Heron, Oystercatchers, Eurasian Curlew and our first Bar-tailed 

Godwits of the trip. A couple of White Wagtails fed on the shore and a number of Rock Pipits 

flitted about in the piles of dead sea-weed. 



 

I think this is a species of Bromiliad. perhaps,  Fascicularia bicolor 

We got back to the guest house in time for last minute packing before we walked down to the quay 

to catch the afternoon ferry service back to the mainland at Penzance. The ship set sail on time in 

lovely weather and a relative calm sea. It was a lovely, calm crossing, the wind had dropped and 

the clouds cleared. The trip was wonderful we saw many birds of a few species. Stand-out sightings 

were of Storm Petrel, Sooty Shearwater, Great Skua, Manx Shearwater, Razorbill and 

Guillemot. Gannets were remarkable because of their sheer numbers, we found a couple of large 

feeding groups where they were performing their kamikaze dives into the water. 



 

we had a light rain shower as we left the harbour at St Mary's, hence the rainbow 

 

clear sky and a calm sea all the way back to Penzance 

It was almost dark when we arrived at Penzance dock, we said our goodbyes, the trip was over, we 

all had to find our way to alternative accommodation because of the date change of our return trip. 

I was collected by my friend David, the son of Brian and Mary, they put me up for the night and 



looked after me very well. Before long I was sitting by the fire with a home-made pastie and a can 

of beer, watching the footie on the tellie, aaaaaaaahhh………bliss!! 

 

Mary feeds the local Hedgehogs, there are usually two or three in her garden every night. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LIST OF SPECIES SEEN 25TH SEPTEMBER – 2ND OCTOBER 2021  

 

 ANSERIFORMES: Anatidae 

1  Brent Goose Brenta bernicla 

2  Mute Swan Cygnus olor 

3  Gadwall  Anas strepera 

4  Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos 

5  Northern Pintail Anas acuta 

6  Eurasian Teal Anas crecca 

7  Common Pochard Aythya ferina 

8  Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 

 GALLIFORMES: Phasianidae 

9  Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 

 PHOENICOPTERIFORMES: Podicipedidae 

10  Great Crested Grebe Podiceps crstatus 

 COLUMBIFORMES: Columbidae 

11  Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon  Columba livia  

12  Common Woodpigeon  Columba palumbus  

13  Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto 

 GRUIFORMES: Rallidae 

14  Water Rail Rallus aquaticus 

15  Spotted Crake Porzana porzana 

16  Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus 

17  Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra 

 GAVIIFORMES: Gaviidae 

18  Great Northern Diver Gavia immer 

 PROCELLARIIFORMES: Hydrobatidae 

19  European Storm Petrel Hydrobates  pelagicus 

 PROCELLARIIFORMES: Procellariidae 

20  Fulmar Fulmaris glacialis 

21  Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus 

22  Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus 

 PELECANIFORMES: Ardeidae 

23  Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea 

24  Little Egret  Egretta garzetta 

 PELECANIFORMES: Threskiornithidae 

25  Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 

 PELECANIFORMES: Sulidae 

26  Northern Gannet Morus bassanus 

 PELECANIFORMES: Phalacrocoracidae 

27  European Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis 

28  Great Cormorant   Phalacrocorax carbo 

 CHARADRIIFORMES: Haematopodidae 

29  Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus 

 CHARADRIIFORMES: Charadriidae 

30  Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola 

31  Eurasian Dotterel Charadrius morinellus 

32  American Golden Plover Pluvalis  dominica 

33  Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula 

 CHARADRIIFORMES: Scolopacidae 

34  Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata 



35  Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres 

36  Sanderling Calidris alba 

37  Dunlin  Calidris alpine 

38  Baird’s Sandpiper Calidris bairdii 

39  Buff-breasted Sandpiper Tryngites subruficollis 

40  Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos 

41  Common Snipe Gallenago gallenago 

42  Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus 

43  Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia 

44  Common Redshank  Tringa tetanus 

45  Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 

 CHARADRIIFORMES: Alcidae 

46  Common Guillemot Uria aalge 

47  Razorbill Alca torda 

 CHARADRIIFORMES: Stercorariidae 

48  Great Skua Stercocorius skua 

 CHARADRIIFORMES: Laridae 

49  Black-headed Gull  Larus ridibundus 

50  Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus 

51  Herring Gull Larus argentatus 

52  Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus 

53  Sandwich Tern  Sterna sandvicensis 

 ACCIPITRIFORMES: Accipitridae 

54  Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 

 PICIFORMES: Picidae 

55  Northern Wryneck Jynx torquilla 

 FALCONIFORMES: Falconidae 

56  Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus 

57  Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus 

 PASSERIFORMES: Laniidae 

58  Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 

59  (Balearic ) Woodchat Shrike Larius senator badius 

 PASSERIFORMES: Corvidae 

60  Common Raven  Corvus corax 

61  Carrion Crow Corvus corone 

 PASSERIFORMES: Prunellidae 

62  Dunnock Prunella modularis 

 PASSERIFORMES: Passeridae 

63  House Sparrow  Passer domesticus 

 PASSERIFORMES: Motacillidae 

64  Meadow Pipit Anthus prtaensis 

65  Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus 

66  Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 

67  Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 

68  White Wagtail Motacilla alba 

 PASSERIFORMES: Fringillidae 

69  Common Chaffinch Fringilla  coelebs 

70  European Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris  

71  Eurasian Linnet  Carduelis cannabina 

72  European Goldfinch   Carduelis carduelis 

 PASSERIFORMES: Paridae 

73  Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus 

74  Great Tit   Parus major excelsus 

 PASSERIFORMES: Hirundinidae 



75  House Martin Delichon urbicum 

76  Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 

77  Sand Martin  Riparia riparia 

 PASSERIFORMES: Phylloscopidae 

78  Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita 

 PASSERIFORMES: Scotocercidae 

79  Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti     (heard only) 

 PASSERIFORMES: Sylviida 

80  Garden Warbler Sylvia borin 

81  Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis 

 PASSERIFORMES: Troglodytidae 

82  Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 

 PASSERIFORMES: Sturnidae 

83  Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris 

84  Rose-coloured Starling Sturnus unicolor 

 PASSERIFORMES: Muscicapidae 

85  European Robin Erithacus rubecula 

86  Whinchat Saxicola rubetra 

87  Common Stonechat Saxicola torquata 

88  Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 

 PASSERIFORMES: Turdidae 

89  Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 

90  Eurasian Blackbird  Turdus merula 

  
OTHER  SPECIES OF NOTE 

 

 
SCIENTIFIC NAME 

 BUTTERFLIES  

 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria insula 

 Large White Pieris brassicae 

 Small White Pieris rapae 

 Red Admiral Vanessa vulcania 

 Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae 

 Peacock Aglais io 

 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas 

 DRAGONFLIES  

 Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum 

 Southern Hawker Aeshna cyanea 

 MAMMALS & CETACEANS  

 Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus 

 Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus 

 Risso’s Dolphin Grampus griseus 

 Commoin Dolphin Delphinus delphis 

 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena 

 

 

  

 

 


