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SUMMARY 

The two most important birding regions of Spain provided exciting venues for WINGSPAN’S 30TH 

TOUR of these contrasting and fascinating areas. A plethora of bird species highlighted our tour as 

we visited a range of habitats in a variety of weather conditions. The best days provided sightings 

of Great-spotted Cuckoo, Wryneck, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, Red-knobbed Coot, Spanish 

Imperial Eagle, Great & Little Bustards and Black-bellied Sandgrouse.   

DAY 1 – APRIL 14TH 2016 

MALAGA AIRPORT TO EL ROCIO WITH STOPS AT GUADALMAR BEACH, LAGUNA FUENTE 

DE PIEDRA AND LAGUNA MADRA DE MARISMA  

We made a great start to this exciting duel destination tour of Spain, we had beautiful sunny weather 

and we made three exceptional sightings which enhanced our day list: GREAT SPOTTED 

CUCKOO, LITTLE GULL & RED-KNOBBED COOT.  

I spent most of the morning 

shuttling clients from the airport to 

the beach area near Guadalmar 

where we found European Bee-

eaters, Eurasian Hoopoes, 

Woodchat Shrike, Spotless 

Starling, Crested Lark, Little 

Ringed Plover and several 

common species. 

After the last two clients arrived at 

12:30 we set off for Coto Donana 

via Sevilla. An hour into the 

journey we stopped at the huge 

Laguna Fuente de Piedra where a 

good number of species went onto our trip list. 

 

on the boardwalk at Fuente de Piedra 

Several species of waders fed in the smaller pools near the visitor’s centre, from the board-walk we 

saw Ruff, Common Sandpiper, Common Redshank, Dunlin, Curlew Sandpiper, Wood Sandpiper, 



Little Stint, Pied Avocet and Black-winged Stilt. Both Whiskered and Gull-billed Terns fed over the 

water and to our great surprise we found a LITTLE GULL feeding alongside the terns. 

Our walk took us passed the large laguna which was virtually devoid of water due to the very dry 

winter, consequently very few Greater Flamingos were present, instead of 10,000 pairs there was 

probably 500! Common Shelduck joined many Gulls out on the dry laguna and in the scrub nearby 

we found a GREAT 

SPOTTED CUCKOO, what 

a great sighting and we had 

such good views of it. 

From a hide overlooking a 

third laguna we added a few 

species of duck including; 

not only the sought after 

White-headed Duck but 

also Northern Shoveler, 

Common & Red-crested 

Pochard, Gadwall and Little 

Grebe. Very few warblers 

and wagtails were seen in 

the area and our time there 

soon ran out. 

We drove a little further along the autovia before stopping for a late lunch, it was 4pm by the time 

we set off in earnest for Donana. By 6:15 we had arrived at El Rocio where we found ourselves 

‘scoping’ the huge laguna that sits just by the side of this picturesque and unique town. 

The laguna was covered in small flocks of birds and littered with grassy island where even more 

birds fed. We added Glossy Ibis, Eurasian Spoonbill, Northern Pintail, Purple Swamphen and to our 

great delight we added Red-knobbed Coot to the list as we found two of them swimming with a 

flock of about 40 Common Coots. Many Black Kites drifted over the town and laguna, White Storks 

drifted over too and the sky was full of House Martins and Barn Swallows. 

We left this magical setting and drove into town to check into our hotel, dinner was taken on the 

terrace where beer and wine flowed as we ate a lovely selection of Spanish dishes. 

DAY 2 – 15TH APRIL 2016 

LAGUNA DE MADRA DE MARISMA (EL ROCIO), LA ROCINA, PALICIO DE ACEBRON, EL 

ACEBUCHE VISITOR’S CENTRE.  



Our first full day turned up some excellent 

sightings with Savi’s Warbler, Wryneck 

and Lesser Spotted Woodpecker topping 

the bill.  

We started at 7:30am whilst it was still dark 

and also very misty, almost foggy. It was 

barely light as we walked to the Laguna 

Madre de Marisma. On previous tours we 

have had excellent sightings of huge 

numbers of egrets, herons and ibis as they 

leave a roost site near the hotel and today 

was no different except that we couldn’t 

see most of them because of the fog! 

 We eventually caught up with this 

Savi's Warbler 

After a short while it got lighter and the mist cleared somewhat so we were able to see the large 

numbers of ibis leaving the roost, we found Common Snipe, Night Heron and Eurasian Spoonbill 

near the visitor’s centre and as we walked back to the hotel we stopped to watch Purple Swamphen, 

Reed Warbler, Sand Martins and many other water-birds. 

La Rocina nature reserve was our first venue after breakfast it was a short drive from El Rocio, the 

reserve has many hides that overlook Arroyo Rocina which feeds the main laguna at El Rocio. Pine 

woods dominate the first section of the walk where we heard Tree Sparrows calling but we didn’t 

actually see one. From the first hide which overlooks the Arroyo (stream) we added Purple Heron 

and Little Grebe to our list whilst Common Nightingale and Cetti’s Warbler called without showing. 

The red-beds are well known breeding sites for Savi’s Warbler and after searching several areas 

we eventually got great views of one, we also added Garden Warbler, Short-toed Treecreeper, Long-

tailed Tit, European Serin, European Greenfinch, Wren and it was a little later before both Cetti’s 

Warbler and Common Nightingale became ticks on the list. 

From La Rocina we drove across the heathland to the Palicio de Acebron, which was a Royal 

Hunting Lodge built in 1964 but now it is a museum and visitor’s centre. A stop to search the 

heathland produced some interesting finds including a very showy Dartford Warbler, lots of 

European Bee-eaters and both Woodchat and Iberian Shrikes. 

A unique piece of primary woodland lies in the grounds of the ‘palace’ and it was there that we 

searched for Woodpeckers. Eventually we had fantastic sightings of Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 



as both adult birds were visiting a nest hole with nesting material. Wrynecks seemed to be 

everywhere too, we heard about 4 of them with sightings made of two. A Melodious Warbler was 

also a first for the trip and 

along with Garden Warbler, 

Blackcap, Short-toed 

Treecreeper made up the rest 

of our sightings. 

From there we drove to the 

Achebuche Visitor’s centre 

and went straight into the 

restaurant for a late lunch, it 

was now 2pm. One good 

feature of the habitat around 

this centre is the number of 

Azure-winged Magpies, they 

are everywhere. On the down 

side there has been a lack of water at this site for several years and all the lagunas are dry. A row 

of White Popular trees form a major feature along the lagunas and they too look as though they are 

dying, leafless and lifeless, they usually hold a good selection of bird species including Golden 

Oriole, but they were silent today. 

Lesser-spotted Woodpecker – always causes excitement when seen by UK birders 

We did go for a walk into the pine woods, not much was about at this time of the day but we had 

great views of Crested Tit, Azure-winged Magpie, Woodchat Shrike, Dartford Warbler and lots of 

Great Tits. From one of the hides we sat and watched an area of dry scrub where we saw Common 

Stonechat, Corn Bunting, Woodchat Shrikes and a number of Black Kites. 

Our last stop of the day was at the El Rocio laguna, it is always nice to visit during the late afternoon 

and view from the west side. Today it was cloudy and quite windy so viewing conditions were not 

great, we added Great Crested Grebe and Yellow Wagtail to our list and all the usual species 

including a large number of Eurasian Spoonbills. At the far side we noticed many Griffon Vultures 

dropping down behind the trees with Black Kites, there must have been something dead there. 

Lastly we viewed the Laguna from the town promenade because the huge flock of Common Coots 

were very close to the shore, we had hoped to get closer views of Red-knobbed Coot but by the 

time we got there they had drifted out. We were now facing into a strong wind and we were against 

the light, we did see the ‘knobbed’ coot again but it was too distant to photograph. 



That concluded our birding for the day, dinner was taken out on the terrace, it got a little chilly and 

it began to rain around 9pm as we went to bed. 

 

 

DAY 3 – 16TH APRIL 2016 

SEA-WATCH FROM MATALASCANAS CLIFFS – LAGUNA PRIMERA DE LOS PALOS – PARK 

NATIONAL MARISMA DEL O’DIEL – LAGUNA EL PORTIL – CASTILLO DE NIEBLA  

The weather forecast predicted light 

rain and that’s exactly what we got, 

but it rained on and off all day with a 

strong breeze too! This reduced our 

birding somewhat as well as 

diminishing our sightings list, 

however we soldiered on and did 

the best we could.  

A brief sea-watch from the cliffs 

at Matalascañas produced very few 

sighting despite the onshore wind. A 

single Common Scoter fed just 

offshore, an Arctic Skua drifted by 

and several Northern Gannets could 

be seen a long way out. Good 

numbers of Sandwich Terns and the common species of gull such as Yellow-legged and Lesser 

Black-backed Gulls were ever-present during our watch. 

The series of lagunas just south of Huelva was our next venue, we scoped the main or ‘Primera’ 

laguna from an old railway track. It was quite disappointing compared to previous visits, but we saw 

Whiskered Terns, Common and Red-crested Pochard, Gadwall and our first Zitting Cisticola. 

The National Park at the Marisma de O’Diel usually produces enormous counts of waders, herons, 

egrets, gulls, terns, spoonbills, harriers and some passerines, but because of the weather sighting 

numbers were well down. We started at the Salinas where Greater Flamingos were joined by Curlew 

Sandpipers, Dunlin, Ruddy Turnstone, Redshanks and Greenshanks. 

As we worked our way down through the park towards the narrow point some 24 km away we 

stopped many times to watch a good variety of species in a wide range of habitats. The whole 



reserve contains open marshland, salt pans, brackish lagoons, sandy beaches, reclaimed sandy 

headland, pine woods, heathland, mudflats, two rivers and the sea! 

A scheme to provide nesting platforms for Ospreys seems to be paying off, we saw three occupied 

nests and below them on the heath we watched both Montagu’s and Marsh Harriers. One sandy 

beach held a large roost of gulls and terns that contained, Audouin’s Gull, Mediterranean Gull, 

Sandwich and Caspian Terns and several Little Terns fed off shore just behind them. 

For the first time in many visits I 

drove all the way to the 

Lighthouse from where we 

scanned the ocean picking out 

Cory’s Shearwater and many 

Northern Gannets. During 

one stop on the return journey we 

saw three Arctic Skuas flying up 

the estuary of the River O’Diel, 

they soon realised their mistake 

and flew over the top of us and out 

over the marsh to the open sea, 

an incredible sight for us. 

Northern Wheatear was added to 

our list at this stage too. 

As we were leaving the area we got a puncture which delayed us by 40 minutes or so, we then set 

off to find a supermarket to buy lunch and to take the tyre in for repair, another delay. It 3pm by the 

time we got to our next birding venue, the Laguna at El Portil. 

Again this laguna was not as good as usual, but we did see around fifteen species including Black-

tailed Godwit, Pied Avocet, Common Sandpiper, Little-ringed Plover, Montagu’s Harrier and several 

species of duck. 

After a coffee stop we headed off to our last birding site of the day which was the Castle at Niebla 

where a huge colony of Lesser Kestrels have bred for many years. The rain kept off whilst we were 

there, so we got out of the bus and walked along the perimeter of this impressive fortress. The 

Kestrels performed well and posed for our cameras before we left at 5:30pm. 

Back at El Rocío some 30 minutes later we drove around the outside of the town through the open 

grass meadows which were grazed by many horses. One stop produced Glossy Ibis, Booted Eagle 

and another first for the trip, Common Waxbill – this exotic, African finch-like bird has bred in Spain 

for many years and is well established in many areas of Donana. 



That concluded our wet and windy day, tomorrow we are venturing into the Northern Marshes and 

the ‘real’ Doñana, let’s hope the weather improves. 

 

 

DAY 4 – 17TH APRIL 2016 

COREDOR DE VERDE, DEHESA 

DE ABAJO, NORTHERN 

MARSHES, JOSE VALVERDE 

VISITOR’S CENTRE.  

Today was our big day in the park 

and we had excellent weather for our 

visit, dry and sunny with some cloud, 

smashing!  

We set off in the dark at 7am carrying 

our picnic breakfast with us. We planned to drive around to Villamonrique and approach the national 

park through the Northern Marshes. Our first planned stop was at a site where I have seen Tawny 

Owl in the past but just before we arrived at the site a Red-necked Nightjar flew across the road in 

front of the bus. The owls were not playing game today and failed to turn up so we pressed on. 

As it got light we saw lots of Azure-winged Magpies leaving their roost in pine woods and plenty of 

White Storks on their nests. We drove along the Corredor de Verde, a green ‘buffer’ or belt-way put 

in as a safe-guard to separate a number of towns from the national park as a result of the ecological 

disaster of 1998 when millions of litres of water containing heavy metals flooded into the area from 

a small mining operation nearby. 

Now this verdant drive is full of wildlife again, we saw Algerian Hedgehog, Hares and Rabbits and 

lots of birds. At our first stop we searched in vain for Black-winged Kite, the open woodland, which 

is its favoured habitat, has changed over recent years, the undergrowth has grown tremendously 

thus forming a more enclosed woodland. I think the birds have moved on to other, more open, 

places. 

Nevertheless, we had a great time the bird song was prolific! We watched Common Nightingale, 

Cetti’s Warbler, Melodious Warbler, Zitting Cisticola, Common Whitethroat, Blackcap, Garden 

Warbler, European Bee-eater, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker and many common finches. 



We ate our picnic breakfast before 

driving further along the Coredor, 

stopping to watch Booted Eagle, 

Black Kite, Common Buzzard, Little 

Owl, Yellow Wagtail and Spanish 

Sparrow. Our next official stop was at 

a eucalyptus wood where thousands 

of Spanish Sparrows were nesting¸ 

the noise coming from the wood was 

deafening. We watched Lesser 

Kestrels, lots of European Bee-

eaters, Booted and Short-toed 

Eagles and our first Common 

Chiffchaff. 

Dehesa de Abajo is a visitor’s centre 

where a huge storage reservoir of water is home to thousands of birds, today it was relatively quiet 

with lower numbers than usual, but it still held a great number of species. 

We found our first Great Reed Warblers, Black-necked Grebes, Squacco Heron and another exotic 

species in the form of Black-faced Weaver (Ploceus melanocephalous), a few pairs were nest 

building. The reservoir was covered in coots, flamingos, several duck species, three species of 

grebes, spoonbills, ibis, herons and egrets. Overhead hundreds of storks, kites, buzzards, ravens, 

jackdaws, swallows, martins and swifts filled the sky and a handful of Whiskered Terns fed over the 

water, we had a marvellous 

time watching all of those 

species. At the far end of the 

water we located three Red-

knobbed Coots, two had 

white neck-collars (denoting 

that they were bred in 

captivity and released) and 

one was a ‘natural’. 

 

Red-knobbed Coot with 

the white collar 



It was now lunch-time so we drove a few kilometers to a small venta where we sat and ate omelettes 

and lomo de cerdo sandwiches washed down with the lovely Spanish coffee. 

Before driving down to the Velverde Centre we drove onto a muddy track near the reservoir to look 

for another exotic, the Yellow-crowned Bishop. It was nearly a complete disaster as I got the bus 

stuck in thick, heavy mud, whoops!! Luckily the group rallied round and gathered wood etc to put 

under the wheels and collectively, with some and pushing and cajoling, we managed to free it, phew! 

After clearing thick mud from our 

boots we carried on to the national 

park, we soon realised how dry it 

was many ditches and usual pool 

sites were completely devoid of 

water. Even the main supply canal 

was very low, but this had the 

advantage of exposing usually 

unseen mud, a ‘sweety-shop’ for 

waders! Some areas were 

covered in ‘shanks’ and Black-

winged Stilts, we saw hundreds of 

Redshanks, Spotted Redshanks 

and Greenshanks, they were 

joined by Glossy Ibis, Eurasian 

Spoonbills and Grey Herons. 

 
 

the central canal that held hundreds of birds including  
dozens of summer plumaged Spotted Redshanks 

Our drive continued along dry tracks where we listed a number of larks, Eurasian Skylark, Crested 

Lark, Greater Short-toed Lark and the impressive Calandra Lark, the latter was common up on the 

wing delivering its beautiful song. We also listed Northern Wheatears, Yellow Wagtails, innumerable 

Corn Buntings and Zitting Cisticolas. We also saw the odd Little, Great and Cattle Egrets and lots 

of kites, buzzards, eagles but no Harriers. 

Our attempt to find sandgrouse and pratincoles failed but before reaching the Jose Valverde Centre 

we found Whinchat, 16 Ravens, Red Kite, Griffon Vulture, Northern Lapwing, Ruff, Dunlin and 

hundreds of Greater Flamingos (in the only water around, next to the ‘centre’). 

Whilst drinking afternoon coffee we enjoyed watching the ‘henrony’ through plate glass windows, 

though numbers were well down and Purple Heron, Night Heron, Squacco Heron and Little Bittern 



were completely absent. It was a shadow of its former self and must have been due to the very low 

water levels and its absence in many areas. 

Our return journey was far less exciting except for one stop where Paul found our last remaining 

lark, the Lesser Short-toed Lark, nice one. We got back to El Rocio at 6:20pm where a cold beer 

went down very well before another lovely meal on the terrace. 

 

DAY 5 – APRIL 18TH 2016 

TRANSFER FROM COTO DONANA TO EXTREMADURA WITH STOPS AT ALENGE DAM & 

RESERVOIR – MERIDA – ACOLLORIN RESERVOIR  

Transfer day was a relaxed affair, we 

enjoyed a bit of a lie-in and left El Rocio 

after our 8am breakfast with 153 species 

on the list.  

We stopped for a coffee/loo break at 

10:30 just north of Sevilla where we 

watched a ‘squadron’ of  vultures 

gathering over the hills. There was both 

Griffon & Black Vultures, also Black Kite 

and Booted Eagle and we also saw White 

Wagtail and Red-rumped Swallow. By 

this time the group had already seen 28 species since leaving El Rocio which included a flock of 

some 20 migrating Black Storks just west of Sevilla. 

 

You know I'm desperate when I take a picture of this species - Corn Bunting 

We reached our first birding venue at 11:30pm which was the dam and reservoir at Alenge, a great 

place to start our Extremadura birding-adventure. The dam houses one of the biggest colony of 

Alpine Swifts anywhere in the world, over 400 pairs breed there, it was a spectacular sight to see 

so many in the sky and at eye-level. We also watched Rock Bunting, Blue Rock Thrush, Crag Martin 

and Purple Heron. Just as we got back into the bus a Bonelli’s Eagle drifted over the nearby 

mountain. 



From the dam we drove into the town and down to the water’s edge on the other side of the 

mountain, our target bird, the Black Wheatear, was found almost straight away we also added 

Raven, Gull-billed Tern and Thekla Lark to the day list. 

After taking lunch in the town we 

drove the short distance to 

Mèrida where we spent an hour 

walking the famous Roman 

Bridge which happens to be the 

longest remaining Roman 

Bridge at 750 meters. We saw a 

few birds from the bridge with 

Green Sandpiper being the only 

new species of the tour. 

 

Roman Bridge at Merida - the 

longest remaining Roman 

bridge in the world at 750 meters! 

Next we drove to Acollarìn where another large reservoir sits behind an impressive dam, lots of birds 

were present we added Egyptian Goose (feral), Great Egret, Eurasian Spoonbill and many common 

waterfowl to our list as well as seeing two more Bonelli’s Eagle. 

 We arrived at Finca Santa Marta at 5pm and after a brief settling in period we went for a walk down 

one of the local tracks. Spotted Flycatcher was new for the list and my first for the year, we also saw 

Long-tailed Tit, Serin, Eurasian Hoopoe, European Bee-eater, Short-toed Treecreeper, Azure-

winged Magpie and plenty of common birds. 

 We finished our walk at 7pm and sat down for dinner at 8pm thus concluding our transfer-day. 

DAY 6 – 19TH APRIL 2016 

BELEN PLAIN – SANTA MARTA DE MAGASCAR – RIO ALMONTE – CASARES PLAINS - 

TALAVAN RESERVOIR  

We had a great morning with some superb birding but the afternoon was more or less a write-off 

because of persistent heavy rainfall.  

We met for breakfast just before 7am and we were on the road before 8am just as it was getting 

light. It was clear with no wind, perfect for birding the open plains near Belen Village. 



We arrived on the plains after a very short trip, many larks were up singing and Corn Buntings were 

all along the fence-lines whilst Eurasian Hoopoes called from posts and rocks. We found many 

vultures on the ground near the carcass of a cow, about 50 Griffon Vultures were joined by a single 

Egyptian Vulture, Black Kites and a couple of Ravens loitered in the background. 

We then found one of our target species, the Great Bustard, a couple of males were performing their 

extraordinary display in front of several females. They appear to turn themselves inside out, a mass 

of white feathers stand-out like a 

beacon in the middle of the plains, 

at this stage the females walked on 

disinterested. 

 

a record shot of a distance Great 

Bustard 

 As we watched the Great Bustard 

we found a single Little Bustard, a 

male, he was also performing his 

display. He ran back and forth and 

at the end of each run he would raise himself up, stretch out his neck and throw his head backwards 

as he issued his short, ‘raspberry’ call. We watched this little individual get very excited but we never 

saw a female or a rival male! 

From there we drove further into the plains area and turned off heading towards an area of Dehesa, 

open woodland, hoping to see a Black-winged Kite. We were distracted from our search by other 

species including a couple of GREAT SPOTTED CUCKOOS, these two sought-after birds were 

being chased all over the area by a number of Common Magpies, their host species! It was very 

entertaining. The Magpies often gave up the chase to concentrate their efforts on to a perched 

Booted Eagle which didn’t seem too bothered by their aggressive attention. 

Several other species were found we whilst we watched the ‘chase’, Eurasian Hoopoe, Southern 

Grey & Woodchat Shrikes, Stone Curlew (a pair of them), Azure-winged Magpie, European Bee-

eater, Northern Wheatear, Common Stonechat, Thekla Lark and a couple of Greater Short-toed 

Larks were seen on the road during the drive to get there. 

From Belen we drove up through Trujillo to get to the Llanos de Santa Marta de Magasca, an area 

of flat open scrub with rocky out-crops. But first we stopped at the Rio Magasca to find a Common 

Kingfisher, which turned up on cue. We also found a small flock of Common Waxbills, Melodious 



Warbler, Cetti’s Warbler, Spanish Sparrow and lots of Jackdaws. It was there that the first rain 

shower started. 

 

We drove onto the Santa Marta Llanos plains to search for sandgrouse, other groups we talked to 

had seen small numbers of Black-bellied and large flocks of Pintail Sandgrouse. But after a good 

hour of searching we came up blank, the rain showers didn’t help and they became far more frequent 

and prolonged. We did see 

Whinchat, Northern Wheatear 

and hundreds of Larks, the most 

common being the Calandra Lark. 

 Our next venue was the Casàres 

Plains where a nest box scheme 

had successfully encouraged the 

population of European Rollers to 

increase. We saw a half dozen or 

so of Rollers, very wet individuals 

sitting miserably by their chosen 

box, fewer Lesser Kestrels did the 

same. Not too far away we 

stopped to look at the huge nest of a pair of Spanish Imperial Eagles, one of the birds was sitting on 

eggs, it could be clearly seen through the scope. Further along the same track we added Tawny 

Pipit to our trip list but not much else. 

a distant record digi-shot in poor light - Spanish Imperial Eagle on the nest 

We stopped to buy lunch and ate it, overlooking the Rio Almonte, sitting confined to the bus because 

of the rain. This was the pattern all afternoon. We also drove round to the Reservoir at Talavan 

where we sat in a nice dry hide, but there was hardly anything to look at! 

Driving between river bridges and small villages we travelled along a huge circular route stopping 

now and then to look at some species, we noted Red-legged Partridge, Red Kites, Black Kites, 

Common Buzzard, a single Common Redstart was nice, but exciting birds were few and far between, 

the group became more and more reluctant to get out of the bus, I don’t blame them, it was raining 

hard most of the afternoon. 

By 5pm we had had enough so we quit and drove back to the finca, a large wood burning stove 

warmed us all up as we sat chilling out with a beer before getting ready for dinner. 

DAY 7 – APRIL 20TH 2016 



LLANOS DE SANTA MARTA DE MAGASCA – TRANSFER TO MONFRAGÜE NACIONAL 

PARQUE  

Another day of bad weather, 

perfect for 3 hours then persistent 

rain, heavy at times, not good for 

birding!  

an extraordinary picture of a 

Marbled Newt riding on the back 

of a dead Vole in a swimming 

pool! the newt would propel itself 

across the water using its tail as a 

paddle and the vole as a raft! 

Seen in the swimming pool at 

Finca Santa Marta 

An early breakfast saw us all packed 

onto the bus by 7:30am, we said 

goodbye to Finca Santa Marta and 

headed off to the Plains of Santa Marta 

to try to see the elusive sandgrouse.  

It was cloudy with bright patches in the 

sky and windless, perfect for birding. We 

arrived at the best spot and started our 

scanning, the air was alive with sound of 

the larks and buntings. We found over 20 

Great Bustards and just one Little 

Bustard as well as Stone Curlew, Red-

legged Partridge, Common Quail (heard 

only), Iberian Grey Shrike, Northern 

Wheatear, Tawny Pipit and countless Calandra Larks. 

Birds of prey were everywhere too, Red Kites, Black Kites, Griffon and Black Vultures, Common 

Buzzard, Common Kestrel and our first sighting of Hen Harrier was exciting. But our views of 

sandgrouse were disappointing, we only saw very distant Black-bellied Sandgrouse, two of them, 

they disappeared over the far ridge in seconds, never to be found again! 

 From the plains we drove through Trujillo and onto Monfragüe stopping at our next hotel along the 

way to drop off our luggage. It was then that the rain started! We could see the rocky pinnacles of 



Monfragüe were cloaked in cloud and the Castillo de Monfragüe could not be seen. As we drove 

into the park we stopped to watch a male Cirl Bunting just before we turned onto the road to the 

Castillo. We stopped at the base of the rock face on top of which stood the unseen Castillo, through 

light rain and misty conditions we found Red-billed Chough, Black Redstart, Blue Rock Thrush and 

Griffon Vulture. 

 

record shot of the Black Vulture 

From there we drove to the viewing car-park at Peñon Falcon which is a huge rocky pinnacle where 

many pairs of Griffon Vultures breed. The rain eased off a little, just enough for us to get some good 

sightings of a pair of Peregrine Falcons, Black Stork on the nest, Rock Bunting, Crag Martin, Black 

Vulture and dozens of Griffon Vultures. 

 In the trees and bushes below us we saw European Serin, Winter Wren, Short-toed Treecreeper 

and lots of common species. Next we drove  to Villareal a village in the park where we had a coffee 

break. The rain stopped at this point, for an hour or so. 

Moving deeper into the park we added Woodlark, Subalpine Warbler and Thekla Lark to the list and 

a short stop at the mirador de la Tajadilla, another rocky pinnacle, produced very little except for 

Long-tailed Tit in the trees around the hide. 

So we drove over the dam of the River Tiétar to the final mirador called Portilla del Tiétar where 

famously, a pair of Spanish Imperial Eagles have bred for as long as I can remember. As we 



approached the mirador we could see many pairs of Griffon Vultures perched high on the rocks with 

their wings extended, drying their flight feathers, it was an extraordinary sight. 

 

            the Griffon Vultures 

hanging out their wings to dry 

Almost as soon as we arrived we 

saw a Spanish Imperial Eagle 

having an altercation with a couple 

of vultures, the eagle would chase 

off any vulture that ventured near 

to its eyrie. We saw one of the 

eagles on the nest flapping the rain off its wings before settling down to incubate the eggs. The other 

adult eagle sat on a dead branch nearby, also hanging out its wings to dry. We had fabulous views 

of both birds during our hour-long vigil. 

                                                         

Spanish Imperial Eagle also 

drying its wings 

Other birds also kept us 

entertained, Blue Rock 

Thrush, Black Redstart, Rock 

Bunting, Subalpine Warbler, 

Common Kingfisher, Common 

Nightingale, Blackcap and we 

could hear both Turtle Dove 

and Common Cuckoo. 

For lunch we drove to a Casa 

Rural on the edge of the park 

where a roaring log fire 

warmed us up as we ate. It was now 2pm and whilst the rain held off we decided to walk in the 

‘Dehesa’ next to the restaurant and despite the poor light conditions we made several good 

sightings. Both Western Orphean and Western Olivaceous Warblers gave us the run-around before 

we nailed them. Common Cuckoo and Golden Oriole showed intermittently whilst Woodchat Shrike, 

Azure-winged Magpie and several common garden birds were very common. We had brief sightings 

of Mistle Thrush and we heard Eurasian Nuthatch, Green Woodpecker and Turtle Dove before the 

rain set in again and drove us off at 4pm. 



 

Tongue Orchid - Serapias 

lingua  -  seen in their 

thousands in the dehesa this 

afternoon 

It was 5pm by the time we got 

back to the hotel we were all 

soaked and needed a hot 

shower. We met at 8pm for a 

lovely dinner and a glass of nice 

wine. 

Tomorrow is our last day of 

birding, we have a great total of 

183 species on the list with a target list of at least 10 more, watch this space! 

 

DAY 8 – APRIL 21ST 2016 

JARAICEJO HEATHLAND – ‘THREE BRIDGES OVER THE RIVER ALMONTE – ARROYO 

CAMPO NATURE RESERVE ALMAREZ.  

Well it wasn’t raining today, hooray! The day started with an overcast sky but it did brighten up 

later.  

We checked out of the hotel at 9am and set 

off for our last birding excursions, our first 

stop was the heathland at Jaraicejo some 

20 minutes away. Once on the heath it took 

about 5 minutes to locate a singing 

Spectacled Warbler, our target species, a 

lovely looking male posed well for us, nice 

one. We also watched Thekla Lark, 

Eurasian Hoopoe, Corn Bunting and a 

Black Vulture drifted over. 

 

standing on the old bridge looking at the Rio Almonte in flood 



From the heathland we drove down the hill through the village of Jaraicejo to a very old bridge at 

the river Almonte. We looked for Rock Sparrow but failed to find one, we did see European Bee-

eater, Spanish Sparrow, White Wagtail, Blackcap, Common Stonechat, Eurasian Linnet, European 

Goldfinch and several other species. 

 

SPOTLESS STARLING 

We then drove to our very last venue of 

the tour which was the ‘supply lake’ for 

the Nuclear Reactors at Almarez. This 

area has been designated a nature 

reserve in recent years and can be 

excellent for herons, egrets and 

waterfowl in general. 

Today, like most other places it was a 

little flooded, water levels were very high so not much mud was exposed, this ruined our chances 

of seeing a ‘crake, a Bluethroat, Snipe or other waders. We found a male Little Bittern and later we 

had great views of two more. A ‘reeling’ Savi’s Warbler showed intermittently as did Reed Warbler, 

Great Reed Warbler and Cetti’s Warbler sat out nicely for us. We saw half a dozen Purple Herons, 

Little Egrets, Purple Swamphens, Cattle Egret and a flock of over 40 Eurasian Spoonbills circled 

above us. 

After watching another pair of Little Bitterns we set off for a quick scan of the local terrain for a 

Black-winged Kite. We saw many more species but not a Black-winged Kite so we drove back to 

the local village to eat lunch. 

It was 2pm when we set off for Malaga driving down via Sevilla, which was a mistake as an accident 

on the main ring-road held us up for 40 minutes or so. We arrived at our hotel at 7:30pm after two 

more stops for coffee and refreshments, we did see Collared Pratincole along the way! 

A nice tasty dinner was taken at the hotel and we completed our checklist for the last, the final 

count was: 

171 plus 3 exotic breeding escapees and 4 more heard not seen.  This is a really good count 

especially good because of the inclement weather on 4 of the days! A great effort by the group! 

 

 



SPECIES RECORDED 

1  Greylag Goose Anser anser X 

2  Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegypteaca X 

3  Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna X 

4  Mallard Anas platyrynchos X 

5  Northern Shoveler  Anas clypeata X 

6  Gadwall Anas strepera X 

7  Common Pochard Aythya ferina X 

8  Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina X 

9  White-headed Duck Oxyura leucocephala X 

10  Norrhern Pintail Anas acuta X 

11  Common Scoter Melanitta nigra X 

12  Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa X 

13  Common Quail Coturnix coturnix H 

14  Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis X 

15  Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis X 

16  Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus X 

17  Cory’s Shearwater Calonectris d. borealis X 

18  Northern Gannet Morus bassanus X 

19  Great Cormorant Phalacocroax carbo X 

20  Little Bittern  Ixobrychus minutus X 

21  Night-Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax X 

22  Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis X 

23 X Little Egret  Egretta garzetta X 

24  Great Egret  Casmerofius alba X 

25  Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea X 

26  Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea X 

27  White Stork  Ciconia ciconia X 

28  Black Stork  Ciconia nigra X 

29  Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus X 

30  Eurasian Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia X 

31  Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus ruber X 

32  Griffon Vulture  Gyps fulvus X 

33  Black Vulture Aegypius monachus X 

34  Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus X 

35  Osprey  Pandion haliaetus X 

36 X Spanish Imperial Eagle Aquila aldaberti X 

37  Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus X 

38  Booted Eagle Aquila pennata X 

39  Bonelli’s Eagle Aquila fasciata X 

40  Red Kite Milvus milvus X 

41  Black Kite  Milvus migrans  X 

42  Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus X 

43  Hen Harrier Circus cayaneus X 

44  Montagu's Harrier  Circus pygargus X 

45  Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo X 

46  European Honey Buzzard   Pernis apivorus X 

47  Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus X 

48  Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni X 

49  Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus X 

50  Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus X 

51  Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra X 



52  Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata X 

53  Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio X 

54  Great Bustard Otis tarda X 

55  Little Bustard Tetrax tetrax X 

56  Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta               X 

57  Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus X 

58  Stone Curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus X 

59  Collared Pratincole Glareola  pratincola X 

60  Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius X 

61  Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula X 

62  Kentish Plover  Charadrius alexandrinus X 

63  Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola X 

64  Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus X 

65  Sanderling  Calidris alba X 

66  Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres X 

67  Dunlin Calidris alpina X 

68  Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea X 

69  Little Stint  Calidris minuta X 

70  Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola X 

71  Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos X 

72  Common Redshank  Tringa totanus X 

73  Spotted Redshank  Tringa erythropus X 

74  Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia X 

75  Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa X 

76  Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponicus X 

77  Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus X 

78  Common Snipe   Gallinago gallinago X 

79  Ruff Philomachus pugnax X 

80  Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasitica X 

81  Black-headed Gull  Larus ridibundus X 

82  Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus X 

83  Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis  X 

84  Audouin's Gull  Larus audouinii X 

85  Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus X 

86  Little Gull Larus minutus X 

87  Little Tern  Sterna albifrons X 

88  Sandwich Tern  Sterna sandvicensis X 

89  Gull-billed Tern Sterna nilotica X 

90  Caspian Tern Sterna caspia X 

91  Whiskered Tern  Chlidonias hybridus X 

92  Black-bellied Sandgrouse Pterocles orientalis X 

93  Feral Pigeon  Columba livia  X 

94  Common Wood-Pigeon  Columba palumbus X 

95  Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto X 

96  European Turtle Dove Streptopeliia turtur X 

97  Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus X 

98  Great-spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandularis X 

99  Little Owl  Athene noctua X 

100  Common Swift  Apus apus X 

101  Pallid Swift  Apus pallidus                        X 

102  Alpine Swift Apus melba X 

103  Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops X 

104  Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis X 

105  European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster X 



106  European Roller Coracias garrulus X 

107  Green Woodpecker Picus viridusis H 

108  Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major  H 

109  Lesser Sp. Woodpecker Dendrocopus minor X 

110  Eurasian Wryneck  Jynx torquilla X 

111  Skylark Alauda arvensis X 

112  Woodlark Alauda arborea X 

113  Crested Lark  Galerida cristata X 

114  Thekla Lark  Galerida theklae X 

115  Greater Short-toed Lark  Calandrella brachydactyla  X 

116  Lesser Short-toed Lark Calandrella rufescens X 

117  Calandra Lark Melanocoryphra calandra X 

118  Sand Martin  Riparia riparia X 

119  Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris X 

120  Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica X 

121  Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica X 

122  House Martin  Delichon urbicum X 

123  Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris X 

124  White Wagtail Motacilla alba X 

125  Yellow Wagtail   Motacilla flava iberiae X 

126  Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos X 

127  Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros X 

128  Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe X 

129  Black Wheatear Oenanthe leucura X 

130  Whinchat Saxicola rubetra X 

131  European Stonechat   Saxicola torquata X 

132  Eurasian Blackbird  Turdus merula X 

133  Blue Rock Thrush Monticola salitarius X 

134  Garden Warbler Sylvia borin X 

135  Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla X 

136  Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis X 

137  West. Orphean Warbler Sylvia hortensis X 

138  Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala                 X 

139  Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata X 

140  Subalpine Warbler  Sylvia cantillans X 

141  Dartford Warbler Syliva undata X 

142  Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis X 

143  Savi’s Warbler Locustella luscinioides X 

144  Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti X 

145  Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus X 

146  Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus X 

147  Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta X 

148  W. Olivaceous Warbler Hippolais opaca X 

149  West Bonelli’s Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli X 

150  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes X 

151  Spotted Flycatcher Ficedula striata X 

152  Great Tit   Parus major X 

153  Eurasian Blue Tit  Parus caeruleus X 

154  Crested Tit Laphophanes cristatus X 

155  Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus  X 

156  Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea H 

157  Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla X 

158  Iberian Grey Shrike Lanius meridionalis X 

159  Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator X 



160  Azure-winged Magpie Cyanopica cyanus X 

161  Eurasian Magpie Pica pica X 

162  Eurasian Jackdaw  Corvus monedula X 

163  Common Raven  Corvus corax X 

164  Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor X 

165  Golden Oriole Oriolis oriolis X 

166  House Sparrow  Passer domesticus X 

167  Spanish Sparrow  Passer hispaniolensis X 

168  Common Chaffinch Fringella coelebs X 

169  Eurasian Linnet  Carduelis cannabina X 

170  European Goldfinch   Carduelis carduelis X 

171  European Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris X 

172  European Serin  Serinus serinus X 

173  Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus X 

174  Corn Bunting  Miliaria calandra X 

175  Rock Bunting Emberiza cia X 

 
EXOTIC SPECIES 

 

176  Monk Parakeet Myiopsitta monachus X 

177  Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild X 

178  Black-headed Weaver Ploceus melanocephalus X 

 

 
BUTTERFLY SPECIES 

 

1  Large White  

2  Small White  

3  Clouded Yellow  

4  Brimstone  

5  Cleopatra  

6  Spanish Festoon  

7  Small Copper  

8  Painted Lady  

9  Meadow Brown  

10  Spanish Gatekeeper  

11  Small Heath  

12  Speckled Wood  

 
MAMMALS, REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS 

 

1  Egyptian Mongoose  

2  Red Fox  

3  Hare  

4  Rabbit  

5  Algerian Hedgehog  

6    

7  Moorish Gecko  

8  European Pond Terrapin  

9  Marsh Frog  

10  Common Iberian Wall-Lizard  

 


