WINGSPAN BIRD TOURS

BIRDS & BUTTERFLY TOUR - SHORT BREAK

IN

ANDALUCIA, SPAIN

JULY 14™ -18™ 2016

TRIP REPORT



PLACES VISITED

THURS 14" July

TRANSFER FROM MALAGA AIRPORT TO GAUCIN WITH BIRDING
STOPS AT GUADALMAR AND DESEMBOCADURA DE
GUADALHORCE, CASARES &

FRI 15" July

GAUCIN SWEET CHESTNUT WOODS, ENCINAS BORRACHES
TRACK, CUEVA DE GATO, RONDA

SAT 16" July

MARCHENILLA TRACK - RIO HOZGARGANTE - CASTILLO DE
CASTELLAR - PRESA DE GUADARRANQUE - SAN ENRIQUE
WOODS - TORREGUADAIRO LAGUNA

SUN 17t July

LA JANDA - VEJER - BARBATE MARSHES

MON 18" July

TRANSFER TO MALAGA AIRPORT AFTER BIRDING AT THE RIO
GUADIARO (ESTACION CORTES), LLANOS DE LIBAR AND
MONTEJAQUE CORK WOODS




DAY 1 - THURSDAY JULY 14™

TRANSFER FROM MALAGA AIRPORT TO GAUCIN WITH BIRDING STOPS AT GUADALMAR
AND DESEMBOCADURA DE GUADALHORCE

Today | collected Dave and Vanda from the Holiday Inn at Malaga Airport, they are regular clients
and great company. This is a short-break to look for summer birds and butterflies but | have a feeling
that the butterflies will take a back seat on this trip.

The weather has been gorgeous for the last couple of weeks but today the wind changed, it was
overcast, humid and it rained several times as | drove to Malaga. The wind had pick up too, so all in

all a poor start weather wise.

I met Dave and Vanda at 9am and by 9:15 we were watching a Eurasian Hoopoe, we saw about 10
of them within that first hour. Lots of Monk Parakeets dashed about in groups of up to 20 birds,

European Bee-eaters joined them on their perches in dead trees.

The ubiquitous (Common) Stonechat

We walked over some waste ground at Guadalmar adding Turtle Dove, Greenfinch, Goldfinch,
Jackdaw and Little Ringed Plover to our list. Dave saw Crested Lark which moved on before Vanda
and | saw it.

For the next 2 hours we visited the wonderful reserve at the mouth of the river Guadalhorce where
open scrub-land surrounds a number of small lagoons, the river itself splits into two before entering

the sea thus forming an isolated area of land and an excellent wildlife habitat.

We added a good number of species as we visited the two main hides, the first hide was very
productive with our main target bird, WHITE HEADED DUCK, sitting right in front of us. We also
saw Black-winged Stilt, Little Grebe, Mallard, Common Pochard, Moorhen and Eurasian Coot. A



couple of Black-headed Weavers (an escaped breeding species) flew across the water and a

Melodious Warbler showed well in the bushes.

Walking to the next hide we added Red-rumped Swallow, Common Swift, Sardinian Warbler and
Zitting Cisticola. From the hide at Laguna Grande we watched a number of waders including, Pied
Avocet with chicks, Black-winged Stilt with chicks, Little Ringed and Kentish Plover and Grey Heron.

After a short lunch break in St Julian the weather picked up, it got warmer and the threat of rain
disappeared. We drove to Estepona where we turned off the main coast road and headed inland. A
huge refuse centre (rubbish tip) attracted over 100 Griffon Vultures we stopped to watch them
circling over the tip. Many Black Kites were also there as well as Egyptian Vulture (1 adult) and a

single Booted Eagle.

European Bee-eater

We stopped again at the visitor's centre at Casares where we found a Black Wheatear, a nice
surprise. Round the corner along the west face of Sierra Crestellina we parked to look for Bonelli’s
Eagles, we spent a good half hour watching Griffon Vultures, Short-toed and Booted Eagles but not

a Bonelli’s.

Passerine sightings included: Woodchat Shrike, Common Stonechat, Greenfinch, Spotless Starling

and House Martins.

Our very last stop was at the mirador called ‘Balcon de Gaucin’ which has incredible views of the

village. We saw Short-toed Eagle and our first butterfly of the day, Cleopatra.

Finally at the house as we surveyed our surroundings from the top terrace we saw Scarce

Swallowtail in my courtyard, a bonus butterfly for the list.



DAY 2 —JULY 15™ 2016

GAUCIN SWEET CHESTNUT WOODS - ENCINAS BORRACHES TRACK - CUEVA DE GATO
— RONDA

It was a beautiful sunny day, clear sky and warm — but it was spoilt by a very strong easterly wind
that blew all day!

We set out just after 8am and drove the short distance to the sweet chestnut woods found about
3km along the Ronda road from Gaucin. It was quite sheltered along the track as it faced westward
away from the wind direction. However, it was still hard going with strong gust of wind hitting us
every few minutes. Birding was quite hard at times and it was very quiet, we managed to track down
a few species which included; Firecrest, European Robin, Sardinian Warbler, Eurasian Nuthatch,
Blue and Great Tits and a couple of Griffon Vultures flew over.

The wind was even worse as we reached the open area of the Encinas Borraches track and this
kept a lot of birds from showing. Nothing sat up on the high cliffs or the bushes. A few Eurasian
Linnets, Corn Buntings, a single Common Stonechat and a couple of Thekla Larks was all we saw
in this area.

Bath White

The heathland was equally as bad and it wasn’t until we reached the shelter of the holm oaks deeper
in the valley that we saw a little activity. We had good views of Bonelli's Warbler and a few butterflies;
Small & Dusky Heath, Bath White, The Hermit, Rock Grayling and Berger’s Clouded Yellow.



Keeled Skimmer

Our return journey produced a couple more species, including brief but nice views of Spectacled
Warbler, a single Black-eared Wheatear and a couple of butterflies, Silver-studded and Brown
Argos.

We drove to the village of Jimera de Libar for a coffee break and to eat our lunch before moving
onto Benaojan and the Cueva de Gato (Cat’'s Cave). It was relatively sheltered at the cave and
consequently we saw more species in an hour than we had all morning! Grey Wagtail fed along the
stream as it cascaded from the cave. Black Redstarts gathered food nearby, a Cetti’'s Warbler
showed in the scrub and both Crag Martin and Alpine Swift dashed in and out of the cave.



The pool at Cueva de Gato

As we walked back to the car park we stopped to watch a pair of Olivaceous Warblers and a
Blackcap was seen later feeding on figs.

A short stop at another river produced very little bird wise, both Booted and Short-toed Eagles flew
over and a small pond produced Broad Scarlet, Keeled Skimmer, Common Goldenring and
Common Darter Dragonflies as well as European Pond Terrapin, Common Marsh Frog and Copper
Demoiselle.



Black Redstart

We finished off the day with a bit of sight-seeing in Ronda but this included a number of bird sightings
too! Our walk down into the Tajo gorge below the famous Ronda bridge produced; Alpine, Pallid
and Common Swifts, Crag Martin, Lesser Kestrel, Serin and from the top of the bridge a little later
on we had excellent views of Red-billed Chough, Blue Rock Thrush and up to six Lesser Kestrels.

The famous Bridge and Gorge at Ronda
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The Bridge at Ronda with its resident Red-billed Chough

The late afternoon sun was very warm and we were forced to eat ice-cream before we got home
at 6pm!

DAY 3 —JULY 16™ 2016

MARCHENILLA TRACK —RIO HOZGARGANTE — PRESA GUADARRANQUE — CASTILLO DE CASTELLAR —SAN ENRIQUE
WOODS — LAGUNA TORREGUADIARO

It was another beautiful day but again the strong wind spoilt the birding somewhat............. we set off out of the village
around 8:30am and drove down the mountain towards Jimena de la Frontera, we turned off the main road just after
San Pablo and reached our destination after 6 more kilometers. We noted European Bee-eater, Common Stonechat,
Eurasian Hoopoe and Crested Lark along the way.

Two-tailed Pasha
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The Marchenilla Track was a little sheltered from the strong wind and so the birding wasn’t too bad. We went straight
to the area where RUFOUS BUSH ROBIN is often found and within minutes we saw one on a fence, fantastic. It was a
lifer for both Dave and Vanda (who spotted it first), we enjoyed watching it for about 10 minutes as it fed on the
ground and it would often cock its colourful tail.

We then found a Short-toed Eagle sitting on a pylon and a few European Bee-eaters on the wires and as we walked
further along the track we added Melodious Warbler, Woodchat Shrike, Crested Lark, Griffon Vulture, Lesser Kestrel,
lots of Common Stonechats and a few Corn Buntings.

We climbed up the track and over a ridge where we discovered a few more species including Spanish Sparrow, Tawny
Pipit, Common Buzzard and a couple more obliging Short-toed Eagles.

From the track we drove to the Rio Hozgargante noting along the wires huge numbers of House Martins with a few
Red-rumped and Barn Swallows. The river didn’t produce much but we did see Olivaceous Warbler and Iberian
Chiffchaff.

We drove near to the Presa Guadarranque which is found just off the road to Castillo de Castellar our next destination
but we made an impromptu stop to watch a large flock of Griffon Vultures as they fed on a carcass in a roadside field,
it was quite a spectacle.

After a quick coffee stop we ate our picnic lunch besides the Rio Guadarranque where Monarch Butterflies gently
and gracefully glided all around us, it was a magical setting.

We drove round to the Presa (dam) where a well-known spot for the magnificent TWO-TAILED PASHA butterfly can be
found. Sure enough this reliable beast was sitting waiting for us, it posed really well and only ‘attacked” me once (it
can be very territorial).

Our visit to the Castillo (castle) and its Moorish village was a windy affair, it was a nice visit but we never saw much. A
Swallowtail Butterfly added to our enjoyment of finding ‘large’ butterflies but bird wise we saw a few Griffons, Crag
Martins and a single Booted Eagle.

The same happened at San Enrique it was very windy but we caught up with Tree Sparrow, we had sightings of a
probable Wryneck and we added Spotted Flycatcher to our list. Several Little Ringed Plovers fed in a field that was
being flooded as did a couple of White Wagtails.

Our last stop was at the Laguna Torreguadiaro, it was completely hidden by giant pampas and phragmites except for
a small window cut through the reeds. From there we added Moorhen, Little Grebe and to our great delight Little
Bittern to our list.



We decide to walk into the mariner to sea watch from the sea-wall, as it was blowing gale out we hoped for some
decent views of Gannets etc. Wow, it was amazing, dozens of Cory’s Shearwaters dashed about in the bay with smaller
numbers of Baleaeric Shearwaters, a few Northern Gannets and a single Mediterranean Gull flew passed.

This was a fitting and windy end to an enjoyable and windy birding day.

DAY 4 — JULY 17™ 2016

LA JANDA - VEJER — BARBATE MARSHES

The wind speed forecast was for much lower speeds today — what a joke! It was a total blow-out at the coast,
sometimes we couldn’t even open the car doors..............

We were a little late setting out and the weather seemed quite pleasant in Gaucin but as we drove to the coast it was
obvious that it was going to be another very windy day. We abandoned our visit to Tarifa and the walk along Los Lances
Beach because it too windy.

Red-necked Nightjar

At La Janda we barely got out of the car but surprisingly enough there was plenty of birds to watch from the comfort
and shelter of our air conditioned vehicle. Lot of Cattle Egrets braved the elements to feed in the rice fields along with
Little Egret, White Stork, Black-winged Stilt, Collared Pratincole and a few Green Sandpipers. A dozen or so Black Kites
flew over the fields and both Short-toed Eagle and Griffon Vulture were seen very high up.

As we drove along the ‘central track’ we added Grey Heron, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Black Headed Gull, Gull-billed
Tern and plenty of European Bee-eaters. We then turned off the main track and headed out towards Benalup passing
closely to the huge colony of Cattle Egrets, many nests still had chicks but most were either fledging or had just fledged
and were flying around in the bushes. Dozens of Glossy Ibis joined in the breeding programme whilst one or two pairs
of Night Heron also bred there.

We drove up near the ‘smelly farm’ where we searched for roosting Red-necked Nightjars, we found one almost
immediately, what a beauty. Red-legged Partridge and Common Pheasant were seen in the scrub nearby.

We left La Janda via the track that takes you towards Vejer, the fields were flooded all along this route and some had
quite a lot of bird activity. One such field held over 100 Black-winged Stilts with small numbers of Ruff, Black-tailed
Godwits, Green Sandpipers and Black-headed Gulls. We saw a single Eurasian Spoonbill, two Great White Egrets and
Glossy lbis in excess of 150 birds.



Short-toed Eagle

Driving towards Vejer we pulled over at a golf course where we searched a roost-site for Eagle Owl but all we got was
Common Kestrel and lots of Jackdaws.

At the Bald Ibis nesting colony we saw zero Bald Ibis except for one dead one, all nests were empty, however we did
see a single bird as it flew over us.

Barbate Marsh was almost impossible to bird we could hardly get out of the car yet we saw a nice selection of birds,
Kentish Plover, Dunlin, Sanderling, Little Tern and Audouin’s Gull fed out on the marsh. But there wasn’t a single
Collared Pratincole to see nor any larks, wagtails or pipits.

We quit early and headed back home making one stop at the mirador de estrecho for a coffee, even the view to
Morocco was spoilt by the wind.

We got home around 5:30pm and later we enjoyed a lovely meal in the village courtesy of Dave and Vanda, it was a
lovely evening.

DAY 5 - 18™ JULY 2016

TRANSFER TO MALAGA AIRPORT AFTER BIRDING AT THE RIO GUADIARO (ESTACION CORTES), LLANOS DE LIBAR AND
MONTEJAQUE CORK WOODS

Well our last day had arrived and the weather was a little bit better. The wind had shifted round to the west and had
reduced quite significantly so we were able to find sheltered areas. We set out at 9am and drove to the Guadiaro
Valley at Cortes where we were out of the blustery wind.

We spent a really lovely time watching some great birds and our combined list was fully of goodies but not one of us
saw all the birds on show, for instance, Dave saw a White-rumped Swift, whilst Vanda was the only one to see a
Common Kingfisher and | spotted Hawfinch and Golden Oriole but neither of my companions did.

A Firecrest showed extremely well for all of us and so did, Common Stonechat, Woodchat Shrike, Cirl Bunting, Rock
Sparrow (our main target species), Turtle Dove, Grey Wagtail and Little Ringed Plover.

The sky was full of hundreds of hirundines and swifts we saw House and Crag Martins, Barn and Red-rumped Swallows,
Common and Pallid Swifts (Dave saw the White-rumped Swift at this poin) and joining them we saw Eurasian
Sparrowhawk, Booted and Short-toed Eagles and Griffon Vultures.
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Llanos de Libar

After a coffee break in Cortes we drove to the hidden valley behind Montejaque where the Llanos de Libar is found.
This wide, open valley has rocky scree, steep cliffs, pasture and farmland. It was now very hot and we were thankful
for the strong breeze. We ate our picnic lunch sitting on a concrete bench in the shade before setting off up through
the Llanos. It took a long time to find any birds of note but find them we did. Black and Black-eared Wheatears, Blue
Rock Thrush, Black Redstart, Cirl and Rock Bunting and a large flock of Rock Sparrows fed on the track in front of us.

We dipped on Common Rock Thrush and Bonelli’s Eagle but plenty of Griffon Vultures, Crag Martins, Short-toed Eagles
were about and there appears to be a ‘plague’ of Common Stonechats this year.

A quick stop in the rocky valley just north of Montejaque produced some great views of Alpine Swift but not much else
and a walk in some cork oak woods was fruitless. A second coffee break along the Ronda to Ardales road was taken
before we stopped to look for Bonelli’s Eagle at another nest site, this also produced nothing.

We arrived in Malaga around 6pm, a little early but Dave and Vanda were happy to chill at the airport. We said farewell
and parted ways, | had to drive straight to Gibraltar Airport to collect Sophie (Dawn’s daughter) and John, Sophie’s
fiancé. When | finally got home at 9:00pm | needed a glass a wine!!

SPECIES RECORDED BETWEEN JULY 14™ — 18™ 2016

SPECIES Scientific Name PATE
14 15 16 17 18
1 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis X X
2 Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauretanicus X
3 Cory’s Shearwater Calonectris diomedea borealis X
4 Northern Gannet Morus bassanus X
5 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea X X
6 Little Egret Egretta garzetta X
7 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis X X
8 Great Egret Casmerodius albus X
9 Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax X
10 Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus X
11 | Glossy lbis Plegadis falcinellus X
12 | Bald Ibis Eremita geronticus X




13 | Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia X

14 | White Stork Ciconia ciconia X | X

15 | Mallard Anas platyrhynchos X X

16 | Common Pochard Aythya ferina X

17 | White-headed Duck Oxyura leucocephala X

18 | Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus X X

19 | Eurasian Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus X|X | X |X|[X
20 | Short-toed Snake-Eagle Circaetus gallicus XX | X |X|[X
21 | Booted Eagle Aquila pennatus X| X |X X
22 | Black Kite Milvus migrans X X

23 | Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus X

24 | Common Buzzard Buteo buteo X X
25 | Eurasian Kestrel Falco tinnunculus X X

26 | Lesser Kestrel Falco naummani X | X

27 | Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus X
28 | Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa X

29 | Common Pheasant Phasiaus X

30 | Common or Eurasian Coot Fulica atra X

31 | Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus X X

32 | Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta X

33 | Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus X X

34 | Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola X

35 | Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius X X X
36 | Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus X X

37 | Dunlin Calidris alpina X

38 | Sanderling Calidris alba X

39 | Common Redshank Tringa totanus X

40 | Common Sandpiper Tringa hypoleucos X

41 | Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus X

42 | Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa X

43 | Ruff Philomachus pugnax X

44 | Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus X X

45 | Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus X

46 | Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis X X | X |X
47 | Audouin's Gull Larus audouinii X

48 | Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus X

49 | Little Tern Sterna albifrons X

50 | Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica X

51 Rock Dove/ Feral Pigeon Columbia livia XX [X[X|X
52 | Common Wood-Pigeon Columba palumbus X | X |X

53 | Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto X X | X

54 | European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur X X
55 | Monk Parakeet Myiopsitta monachus (escape) | X X

56 | Red-necked Nightjar Caprimulgus ruficollis X

57 | Common Swift Apus apus XX | X |X|X
58 | Pallid Swift Apus pallidus X[ X [ X[X
59 | Alpine Swift Apus melba X

60 | White-rumped Swift Apus caffer X
61 Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops XX |[X

62 | Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis X
63 European Bee-eater Merops apiaster XX [X|[X[|X
64 | Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major X |H

65 | Crested Lark Galerida cristata X X | X |X
66 | Thekla Lark Galerida theklae X




67 | Eurasian Crag-Martin Hirundo rupestris X[ X [ X[X
68 | Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica X[ XX |X
69 | Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica X | X |X
70 Northern House-Martin Delichon urbica X | X | X |X
71 | Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris X

72 | White Wagtail Motacilla alba X X
73 | Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea X X
74 | European Robin Erithacus rubecula X | X

75 | Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros X X
76 | Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe X

77 | Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica X X
78 | Black Wheatear Oenanthe leucura X X
79 | European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola X | X

80 Eurasian Blackbird Turdus merula X | X | X

81 | Blue Rock-Thrush Monticola solitarius X X
82 | Rufous Bush Robin Cercotrichas galactotes X

83 | Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla X | X

84 | Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala X | X X
85 | Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata X

86 | Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata H

87 | Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis X | X

88 | Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti X

89 Eurasian Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus X

90 | Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta X

91 | Western Olivaceous Warbler Hippolais opaca X | X

92 | Western Bonelli’'s Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli X

93 | Iberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus ibericus X

94 | Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus X X
95 | Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes X | H

96 | Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata X | X

97 | GreatTit Parus major X | X

98 | Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus X | X

99 Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea caesia X

100 | Southern Grey Shrike Lanius meridionalis

101 | Woodchat Shrike anius senator X[ X [ X[X
102 | Eurasian Jackdaw Corvus monedula X

103 | Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax X

104 | Common Raven Corvus corax X

105 | Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor X | X |X
106 | Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus

107 | House Sparrow Passer domesticus X[ X [ X [X
108 | Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis X

109 | Rock Sparrow Petronia petronia X
110 | Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus X

111 | Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs X | X X
112 | Eurasian Linnet Carduelis cannabina X | X |X

113 | European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis XX [X[X
114 | European Greenfinch Carduelis chloris XX [ X[X
115 | European Serin Serinus serinus X | X | X |X
116 | Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes X
117 | Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus X X
118 | Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra XX [ X[X
119 | Rock Bunting Emberiza cia X
120 | Black-headed Weaver Ploceus melancephalus




BUTTERFLY

SPECIES Scientific Name DATE
14 15 16 17 18
1 Swallowtail Papilio machaon X
2 Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius X
3 Large White Pieris brassica X
4 Small White Artogeia rapae X | X
5 Bath White Pontia daplidice X
6 Berger’s Clouded Yellow Colias sereptensis X
7 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea X
8 Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra X X
9 Wood White Leptidea sinapis X
10 Holly Blue Cetastrina argiolus X
11 Silver Studded Blue Plebejus argus X
12 | Brown Argus Aricia agestis X
13 | Monarch Danaus plexippus X
14 Two-tailed Pasha Charaxes jasius X
15 Iberian Marbled White Melanargia ines X
16 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina X | X
17 Dusky Heath Coenonympha dorus X
18 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria X | X
19 The Hermit Chazara briseis X



http://www.guypadfield.com/swallowtailtxt.html
http://www.guypadfield.com/scarceswallowtail.html
http://www.guypadfield.com/smallwhite.html
http://www.guypadfield.com/bathwhite.html
http://www.guypadfield.com/cloudedyellow.html
http://www.guypadfield.com/cleopatratxt.html
http://www.guypadfield.com/woodwhite.html
http://www.guypadfield.com/brownargus.html
http://www.guypadfield.com/meadowbrown.html
http://www.guypadfield.com/duskyheath.html
http://www.guypadfield.com/speckledwood.html

