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PLACES VISITED 

 

 
MONDAY 30th  

PENZANCE QUAY TO ST MARYS - CARREG DHU GARDENS - 
LONGSTONE CAFE AREA - HOLY VALE - HIGHER MOORS - PORTH 
HELLICK 
 

TUESDAY 1st  

PORTHCRESSA BEACH - THE GARRISON - OLD TOWN CHURCHYARD - 
OLD TOWN BEACH - LOWER MOORS - LONGSTONE CAFE - HIGHER 
MOORS - PORTH HELLICK - HUGH TOWN 
 

WEDNESDAY 2nd 

PELAGIC BIRD-WATCHING CRUISE - OLD TOWN CHURCH YARD AND 
BEACH AREA 
 

THURSDAY 3rd  
PORTHMELLON BEACH - TRESCO (FOR MOST OF THE DAY) - NEW 
GRIMSBY - OLD GRIMSBY - TRESCO GREAT POOL - HELIPORT 
AIRFIELD - CARN NEAR 

 

FRIDAY 4th  

PENINNIS HEAD – OLD TOWN BEACH – AIRPORT – LOWER MOORS – 
ROCKY LANE – OLD TOWN CHURCH – PENINNIS HEAD – HUGH TOWN 

SATURDAY 5th  
ST AGNES - PORTH KILLIER - BROWARTH POINT - PERIGIL'S COVE - 
LOWER TOWN - HIGHER TOWN - COVE VEAN - 'THE BAR':  ST MARYS – 
PORTHLOO BEACH – TELEGRAPH AND NEWFORD DUCK POND 
 

SUNDAY 6th  
ST MARTINS FOR MOST OF THE DAY – HIGHER TOWN - THE 
‘DAYMARK’ – COASTAL PATH TO MIDDLE TOWN – HIGHER TOWN BAY 
ST MARYS – PORTHMELLON BEACH – ‘DUMP CLUMP’ - LOWER MOORS 
– SHOOTER’S POOL  
 

MONDAY 7th  

 

ST MARYS – LOWER MOORS – PENINNIS HEAD 
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PRE -TOUR DAY  – SUNDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER 2019 

PRE-TOUR BIRDING IN CORNWALL  _ HAYLE ESTUARY 

WEATHER: dry, sunny sp[ells but a little windy.  

Today I travelIed down to Cornwall in readiness for the week-long trip to the Isles of Scilly. I travelled 

by train and stopped off in Hayle where I visited some old friends Mary and Brian and their son 

Dolphin Dave.  

Late in the afternoon I was collected by some of the birding group who are to join me for the tour of the 

Isles of Scilly.  David, Reg, Cherry and Roy. We all then went birding along the Hayle Estuary on a pre-

tour excursion. 

The weather was bright and sunny a little windy but not bad at all and the birding was excellent. We 

view a flooded meadow from an RSPB hide before walking across the main road to view the estuary. 

 

 

Eurasian Curlews and Canada Geese over the Hayle Estuary 
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High tide was just minutes away and many birds were arriving in the flooded meadow to feed or roost. 

Apart from dozens of Canada Geese we saw Eurasian Curlew, Bar-tailed Godwit, Ruff, Common 

Redshank, Grey Plover and Northern Lapwing. 

From the roadside we could scan a good section of the estuary where hundreds of birds fed. Two 

Ospreys were circling overhead putting up all the waders, ducks, geese and gulls in a chaotic panic. 

 

Bar-tailed Godwit and Grey Plover 

We listed some nice species and in good numbers, including Eurasian Wigeon, Eurasian Teal, 

Northern Pintail (just 1 bird),  Mediterranean Gull, Brent and Greylag Geese, Great Cormorant, 

Little Egret (20+), Grey Heron and Common Shelduck. 



 

Contact:      info@wingspanbirdtours.com 

 

Looking over the Hayle Estuary  

A little later we scanned the water meadow again, many more birds were feeding there now that it was 

hide tide. We added Eurasian Oystercatcher, Common Greenshank, Dunlin and a nice Spotted 

Redshank to the list. A Common Kingfisher was one of the last birds added to the list as we left.  A 

nice meal was had in a pub in Penzance. 

DAY 1 – MONDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER 2019 

PENZANCE QUAY TO ST MARYS - CARREG DHU GARDENS - LONGSTONE CAFE AREA - HOLY VALE 

- HIGHER MOORS - PORTH HELLICK 

WEATHER: Dull and overcast, misty with rain for most of the day 

Five of us caught the Scillonian III Ferry for the crossing to St Marys, Isles of Scilly, the crossing wasn't  

too bad as the sea-state was fairly calm but the visibility was very poor. We saw a few birds around the 

Penzance Quay before we sailed, Rock Pipit, Ruddy Turnstone, Great Cormorant and Herring Gull 

come to mind. During the crossing we saw very little, 1 Great Skua, 1 Razorbill, 1 Manx Shearwater 

and dozens of Northern Gannets. 
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St. Michael's Mount  - Penzance 

One interesting sighting was of a Meadow Pipit that landed on the ship, it settled on people at times 

which was very amusing, as we approached St Marys we added European Shag, Great Black-backed 

Gull, Barn Swallow and Black-headed Gull to the list. 

 

a Meadow Pipit on board the Scillonian III and shown sitting on someone’s knee below 
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It took a while to settle into our guest house which was a short walk from the quay, we bought lunch 

and ate it at the guest house before setting off on our first birding excursion, in the rain. 

Apart from Common Starling, House Sparrow, Carrion Crow and Collared Dove we saw zilch until 

we got to Carreg Dhu Gardens, then we only added Dunnock, European Robin and Great Tit to the 

list, we were hoping for a Firecrest but we never saw or heard one. We continued along the track 

which brought us out to Longstone Cafe where a Rustic Bunting had been seen a couple of hours 

earlier, a few people were looking for it but it had disappeared for now. 
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Common Greenshank at Porth Hellick 

Our path took us through Holy Vale and onto to Higher Moors, we saw nothing much all through the 

woodland and the marsh scrub, just Wood Pigeon and fly over Mallards!!  At Porth Hellick we sat in 

the Sussex Hide for quite a while, it was dry and sheltered in there. A Common Snipe sat near the hide, 

four Mallards, a Common Moorhen and a Eurasian Teal fed on the water. Then the Moorhen 

climbed onto a distant bank and flushed a second Snipe, this one was much smaller and sat in full view 

for ages without moving, it was fast asleep. 

 

The beach at Porth Hellick 



 

Contact:      info@wingspanbirdtours.com 

After a while it did move a little and I confirmed that it was a Jack Snipe, the others were not fully 

convinced until a Grey Heron landed nearby some twenty minutes later and flushed the bird into 

action, we all saw it walking and bobbing about, it was indeed a Jack Snipe. In the meantime six 

Common Greenshank landed in the water near the Jack Snipe they sat out preening much to our 

delight. 

We walked to the beach at Porth Hellick and enjoyed views of Common Linnet, Common Ringed 

Plover, Eurasian Curlew, Common Greenshank, European Greenfinch and Greater Black-backed 

Gulls. 

It was now 4:30pm so we headed back the way we came and popped back to Longstone just in case the 

Bunting had reappeared, it had of course, but it had disappeared again. We heard Firecrest calling at 

Carreg Dhu but did not see it and we searched the Common Linnet flocks for the Rustic Bunting 

because the bird had been feeding with Linnets earlier. We added European Goldfinch, Common 

Stonechat and Song Thrush to the list, I saw a Eurasian Sparrowhawk which went on my list. 

It had been a very slow start, but the weather did improve as the day wore on, let's hope for some good 

visibility tomorrow. When we got back to the guest house, we found our other four companions had 

arrived at last, they had been delayed because of the weather and flew in about 6pm instead of 11am! 

Now we had a full group of nine, we all walked across to the Scillonian Club for dinner which was 

enjoyed by all. 

DAY 2 – TUESDAY 1ST OCTOBER 2019 

PORTHCRESSA BEACH - THE GARRISON - OLD TOWN CHURCHYARD - OLD TOWN BEACH - 

LOWER MOORS - LONGSTONE CAFE - HIGHER MOORS - PORTH HELLICK - HUGH TOWN 

WEATHER; Changeable and quite windy. Sunny spells in the morning, showers in the afternoon. 

A very windy day of mixed fortune, according to the Apps. on a number of mobile phones in the group, 

we walked 19,500 steps, 12.5 km's, no wonder we were tired by the end of the day. 

We started at Porthcressa Beach where a few 'alba' Wagtails (White Wagtails – Motacilla alba)  flitted 

about, with Rock Pipits and a single Black-headed Gull sat in the water. We then walked up to the 

Garrison and straight to Morning Point where we got blasted by the wind. A BLUE ROCK THRUSH had 

been frequenting the area around Morning Point for nearly a week and it had been seen already this 

morning, so we were optimistic.  
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looking from Morning Point on the Garrison towards Steval Point showing the 'Doctor's Keys' rock 

formation 

We found Northern Wheatear, a Whimbrel more Rock Pipits, Common Stonechat and the sea was 

busy with Northern Gannets, European Shags and Great Black-backed Gulls but there was no sign 

of the THRUSH. We searched for an hour and then walked to Steval Point, passing another area 

favoured by the THRUSH, a rock formation called the 'Doctor's Keys'. We saw more Northern 

Wheatears but that was all.  

 

at Morning Point with Hugh Town in the background 

Our walk took us around the entire boundary of the Garrison and we ended up back in Hugh Town 

where we stopped and had a coffee and a cake! Next we walked over the Old Town and after a quick 
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visit to the Churchyard we found ourselves looking into an open meadow near Old Town Beach 

watching a RED-BACKED SHRIKE. This bird showed very well and was a great consolation prize 

having missed the Blue Rock Thrush. 

 

coffee and cake at 11. 

Walking onto to Lower Moors we sat in the Bird Hide and ate our picnic lunch, most of us had bought 

one of the delicious Cornish Pasties in town, yum, yum. There were no birds whatsoever at the Lower 

Moors pool because work was being carried out, workers were fixing fences. We walked the entire 

length of the trail to Telegraph road. Whilst stopping to look at a Peacock Butterfly on some ivy we 

found a Pied Flycatcher and then a Garden Warbler appeared briefly. 
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two pictures of the Red-backed Shrike 

 

At the end of the track we had news that the RUSTIC BUNTING, which we had 'dipped' on yesterday, 

was again showing so we walked up to Longstone Cafe to look for it. To our great delight the bird was 

there and showing well, a lifer for most of the group, RUSTIC BUNTING is a very rare visitor to Scilly 
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and is way off course, it usually breeds in Russia and right across to Asia and should be heading to 

Southeast Asia for the winter. 

 

the RUSTIC BUNTING hunkered down in the grass to keep out of the wind 

 

As the Longstone Cafe was open we popped in for another coffee and cake before walking down to 

Higher Moors for our second visit of the trip. The water level on the moor was much higher and there 
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wasn’t suitable places for snipe to feed so we never saw Common or Jack Snipe much to the 

disappointment of four of the group who missed them both yesterday because of their flight delay. 

 

Common Greenshank at PORTH HELLICK pool 

We did see Common Greenshank, Mallard, Eurasian Teal, Grey Heron and a walk to the Porth 

Hellick Beach produced Common Ringed Plover, Common Linnets, Northern Wheatear, Ruddy 

Turnstone and Eurasian Curlew. 

It was now 4:30pm and still windy so we decided to walk back to town which took an hour, we had 

time to get ready for dinner which is served at 6:30pm!! It was a lovely home cooked meal, washed 

down with a cold beer or a glass of wine.  

DAY 3 – WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 2ND 2019 

PELAGIC BIRD-WATCHING CRUISE - OLD TOWN CHURCH YARD AND BEACH AREA 

WEATHER:  A much better day with cloud first thing and clear later, much less wind especially later in 

the day. 

We were all set by 9:30 am this morning, breakfast done, lunch bought, sea-sickness pills taken, we 

were onboard the Sapphire ready to go, then the pages went off!!. An unknown species of American 
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Cuckoo had been seen just across the harbour, so what did we do? Well the captain simply steered the 

boat over the harbour so we could have a look for this very rare sighting! As it happens the bird was 

not relocated, so off we went for our pelagic trip. 

 

Setting out on the Sapphire 

It was very pleasant as we cruised past the other islands noting several species along the way, such as: 

Eurasian Curlew, Eurasian Oystercatcher, European Shag, Great Cormorant, Grey Heron, 

Sandwich Tern, a Mediterranean Gull followed the boat for a short while. As soon as we got out into 

open water, we felt the wind and the swell of the ocean, it was difficult to stand for the next two hours, 

so we sat. 

The crew lowered a bag of 'chum' into the water to attract seabirds and soon we had a following of 

Great Black-backed Gulls, with Herring Gulls and the occasional Black-legged Kittiwake. Over the 

next 2-3 hours we saw both Arctic and Great Skuas, a couple of Razorbills, lots and lots of Northern 

Gannets and not much else. 
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passing Tresco 

When the boat stopped near Seven Stones Reef we sat for another couple of hours, the sea was much 

calmer and we could stand for a while. We added 3 or four sightings of European Storm Petrel to the 

list and a Common Tern fed around the boat for a while. The Shearwater sightings increased, mostly 

Balearic Shearwaters but also a single Manx Shearwater appeared alongside a Balearic, it was good 

to see them side by side for a comparison. 

During our return journey we saw Harbour Porpoise, Portuguese Man-of-War and Grey Seal, we 

were out on the boat for 6 hours, it was good to get back on dry land around 3pm. 

 

The Scillies are really beautiful, this is Old Town Bay 
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All sorts of birds had been sighted during our absence, so after a quick cuppa we set off to Old Town to 

look for Eurasian Wryneck, Firecrest, Melodious Warbler and the BLUE ROCK THRUSH had been 

relocated near Peninnis Head. 

 

Wryneck in Old Town Churchyard 

We were fairly successful over the next hour or so, we all got to see the Eurasian Wryneck, most of us 

saw a Firecrest, but only I got a glimpse of the Melodious Warbler. The Blue Rock Thrush did not 

show again.  

For some reason the group was very tired and after an early dinner at 6:30pm most of the group 

retired to their bedrooms, I was asleep by 9pm. 

DAY 4 – THURSDAY 3RD OCTOBER 2019 

PORTHMELLON BEACH - TRESCO (FOR MOST OF THE DAY) - NEW GRIMSBY - OLD GRIMSBY - 

TRESCO GREAT POOL - HELIPORT AIRFIELD - CARN NEAR 

WEATHER:  Atrocious!! Very windy, low cloud and rain for most of the day! 

Despite the horrendous weather forecast we decided to take the boat to Tresco, but before sailing at 10 

am, we left the guest house at 9am and walk around to Porthmellon Beach, which was relatively 
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sheltered from the southerly wind that was battering the island. It was high tide so not much sandy 

beach was visible all we saw was two Ruddy Turnstones. 

 

 

New Grimsby as seen from the boat 

The next stop was the pasty shop, we then went to the quay to board our boat to Tresco. The sea was 

quite calm as we were in the lea of St Mary's it was quite a pleasant trip across to Tresco, we saw a few 

species such as Sandwich Tern, European Shag, Grey Heron, Eurasian Oystercatcher and the usual 

gulls. On Tresco we had three main target species, Eurasian Hoopoe, Short-toed Lark and Ortolan 

Bunting, so once back on terra firma that's what we looked for. 

 

The harbour at St Marys 
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From our landing point at New Grimsby we marched across the island towards Old Grimsby we saw a 

few Meadow Pipits, Common Stonechat and Common Starlings. We found ourselves in Back Lane, 

the site of where a Eurasian Hoopoe had been favouring for the last 6 days. It was blustery and 

raining and not very pleasant standing at a five-barred gate looking into a grass meadow. We did find 

our first Spotted Flycatcher and we saw a flock of over 100 Common Linnets, but not the Eurasian 

Hoopoe. 

 

a couple of Mediterranean Gulls seen on Tresco Great Pool 

With our first dip-of-the-day in the bag we walked back to New Grimsby and on to the Tresco Great 

Pool, the pathway along the northern side was really quite calm , sheltered by the dense line of trees 

and bushes that run along the margin of the lake. Several Barn Swallows were feeding there, we also 

saw a lot of common species such as European Robins, Wrens, Dunnocks, Blackbirds, Song 

Thrushes, Blue Tits and Great Tits. 

We settled into the first hide we came to, the 'Swarovski Hide' and enjoyed a nice time watching many 

birds out on the lake whilst eating our pasties!  A remarkable count of 17 Common Greenshanks 

dropped in, we had already counted four Common Redshanks and singles of Common Snipe and 

Dunlin and we added Gadwall, Eurasian Teal, Mute Swan, Common Coot, Mediterranean Gull and 

Common Moorhen to the list. 
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We continued along the sheltered northern edge of the pool noting Grey Wagtail, Common Chaffinch 

and more common species, we then visited the 'David Hunt' hide. Very little was seen from there and 

the wind was blasting us in the face through the windows of the hide.  So, we battled our way round to 

the Heliport where our second and third target birds were supposed to be.  

The small airfield was littered with small birds and a few Common Pheasants, mainly Meadow Pipits 

were seen, but also Northern Wheatear, White Wagtails and Common Stonechats. We searched for 

an hour before diving into the only cafe open on the island for a nice warm cuppa and a cake. We saw a 

Red Squirrel whilst drinking our warm drinks. 

 

A wet and bedraggled Short-toed Lark 

In a short space of time the rain stopped, the wind eased off and the light improved somewhat, so we 

made a second attempt to see our target birds on the airfield. Soon we found the Short-toed Lark, a 

bedraggled looking specimen, hardly recognisable as a lark, but it was the bird. We then spent a further 

45 minutes looking for the Ortolan Bunting but it never showed, we did however, find our first 

Whinchat of the trip. 

At the quay at Carn Near we added Little Egret to the list before boarding the boat back to St Marys, 

ironically the sun came out during the journey back! Everyone was too worn out to continue birding so 

we called it a day and went straight to the guest house for a hot shower and a lovely dinner. 



 

Contact:      info@wingspanbirdtours.com 

DAY 5 – FRIDAY 4TH OCTOBER 2019 

PENINNIS HEAD – OLD TOWN BEACH – AIRPORT – LOWER MOORS – ROCKY LANE – OLD TOWN 

CHURCH – PENINNIS HEAD – HUGH TOWN 

WEATHER: Windy all day, showers, but sunny spells and a better day. 

Here we go again! It was windy when we left the guest house at 9am and still windy when we returned 

at 5pm! 

The latest news of the BLUE ROCK THRUSH had come through, it had been seen on Peninnis Head so 

that is where we headed first thing, we were due to go to St Agnes but the boats were not going out 

today because of the strong wind. 

We walked past Porthcressa Beach noting a single Northern Wheatear and a Common Stonechat, 

but no gulls. 

 

It was very windy out on the Headland of Peninnis, but there are sheltered areas, however, we never 

got a sniff of the BRT. We saw plenty of Northern Wheatears and Rock Pipits but not much else. We 

got wet and cold but the scenery was outstanding and the air nice and fresh, I could think of worse 

places to be. 
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We stopped briefly on the Farm Trail near Old Town Church where both Red-backed Shrike and 

Melodious Warbler had been seen briefly every few hours or so, we saw neither, but an obliging 

Spotted Flycatcher sat out for us. On Old Town beach there was a few Eurasian Oystercatchers, 

White Wagtails, Black-headed Gulls and not much more. The group forced me to stop at Old Town 

Café for a coffee and a cake. 

 

Much later we set off for the Airfield ‘turning circle’ at Church Point, it was another windy expedition, 

we walked up to the wind-sock and scanned the airfield for a Lapland Bunting. We found many 

Meadow Pipits, Northern Wheatears and White Wagtails but not the Bunting. Then after 20 

minutes or so the bird appeared, it wasn’t too far away but it was hidden in the grass, we all got to see 
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it well in the end. We ate our picnic lunch behind the ‘Church Point’ Rock formation looking across to 

Giant’s Head which is another spectacular rock formation, see below. 

 

From there we walked back to Old Town and on to Lower Moors, we tried to find shelter from the wind 

in the covered walkway where we spent some time looking for ‘crests and Yellow-browed Warbler. 

After nearly an hour of looking we came up with two Goldcrests and a Common Chiffchaff. 

 

Spotted Flycatcher 
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The weather improved and the rain-showers stopped, we walked across to Telegraph Road and round 

to Rocky Lane. The climb up to Sunrise Cottages and then down the ‘Sunrise Farm Trail’ had more 

butterflies than birds. We saw more Goldcrests, Blue and Great Tit, Common Linnets and Meadow 

Pipits. Butterfly sightings included: Red Admiral, Peacock, Painted Lady and Speckled Wood. 

 

The windsock from where we saw the Lapland Bunting 

From then on things went downhill, two of group went back to Hugh Town via Porthloo beach, three 

more went back along Telegraph Road. The rest of us walked through Lower Moors back to Old Town, 

the rest of the group went back to Hugh Town along Old Town Road, which left just me! Old Town 

beach now hosted 3 Little Egrets, a Common Ringed Plover and a few more Eurasian 

Oystercatchers. 

I walked around Peninnis Head once more in the hope of seeing the Blue Rock Thrush, the sun was 

now shining, it brought hope to me, but only false hope, the bird never showed. With tired feet a 

walked back to the guest house, another 12km walk finished. 

Dinner was a lovely plate of fish, taken at 6:30pm we were all in our rooms by 8:30pm and I’m pretty 

sure that most of the group were asleep by 9pm!! 

DAY 6 – SATURDAY 5TH OCTOBER 2019 

ST AGNES - PORTH KILLIER - BROWARTH POINT - PERIGIL'S COVE - LOWER TOWN - HIGHER 

TOWN - COVE VEAN - 'THE BAR':  ST MARYS – PORTHLOO BEACH – TELEGRAPH AND NEWFORD 

DUCK POND 
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At last, a lovely bright morning without wind! We knew the weather forecast was for rain in the 

afternoon so we made the most of our morning with a visit to St Agnes. Beforehand we made a brief 

visit to the local beaches of Hugh Town, both Porthcressa and Porthmellon produced sightings of 

Northern Wheatear, Common Stonechat and Ruddy Turnstone, a few Black-headed Gulls and not 

much else. 

 

We caught the boat at 10:15 and 20 minutes later we were birding on St Agnes. We took an anti-

clockwise walk from the quay and visited the cove called Porth Killier first. It was high tide so most of 

the shore birds we saw were roosting: Eurasian Oystercatcher (40+), Eurasian Curlew (2), 

Common Ringed Plover (3) and Ruddy Turnstone (5). 

Next we looked for passerine birds in the fields near Browarth Point, in the ‘Middle Field’ we just 

missed sightings of Lesser Whitethroat and a Tree Pipit. What we saw was Meadow Pipits, Linnets, 

European Goldfinches, Common Stonechats, Dunnocks and House Sparrows. 

The ‘Big Pool’ was empty except for a group of dodgey ducks, a single Common Moorhen and a 

juvenile Herring Gull. The Cricket Pitch was devoid of life. It started getting interesting as we walked 

up through Lower Town to the Parsonage. We found a small number of Goldcrests, Common 

Chiffchaffs, Spotted Flycatchers and a few White Wagtails. 

At the Parsonage we spent some time looking for Yellow-browed Warbler and a Red-breasted 

Flycatcher, both of which did not turn up, we did see another Spotted Flycatcher and not much else. 

Then a passing birder mentioned that the RB Flycatcher had just been seen back down the hill at the 

‘Fruit Cage’, so we ambled down and sure enough after a short wait the RED-BREASTED 

FLYCATCHER appeared, it showed very well. 
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We ate our picnic lunch sitting on some steps before walking up towards higher town. Here the group 

split up as some wanted to see the magnificent stained-glass windows of the church and sit and eat ice-

cream and cake. The rest of us walked down towards Cove Vean but before we got there it started to 

rain so we turned back. 

We ended up sitting outside the ‘Turks Head’ pub drinking coffee and hot chocolate waiting for the 

2pm boat to arrive to take us back to St Marys. It rained on and off during our wait and our journey, we 

found a single Common Chiffchaff whilst waiting. 

Back on St Marys we reassembled at the Guest House for a walk up to the top of the island, only five of 

us turned out, the others were resting. We walked to Porthloo Beach where we found dozens of 

Eurasian Oystercatchers and Black-headed Gulls, we also saw our first Sanderling, also a couple of 

Eurasian Curlew, Ruddy Turnstone and both Rock Pipit and White Wagtails on the beach. 

 

The Green-winged Teal 

The light was pretty bad and rain threatened all afternoon as we walked up to Newford Duck Pond 

where we saw the female Teal which has been identified as a GREEN-WINGED TEAL. We then stood 

around and searched the bushes for a Yellow-browed Warbler which called a lot but never showed. 

We did find more Goldcrests, a Grey Wagtail, Blue Tits and Great Tits. One interesting find was that 

of a Reed Warbler. 

As we walked back down the hill towards Hugh Town the rain increased and became quite heavy 

the last few of the group got a soaking before reaching the guest house. Dinner was taken in 

Scillonian Club after we had dried out! 
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DAY 7 – SUNDAY 7TH OCTOBER 2019 

ST MARTINS FOR MOST OF THE DAY – HIGHER TOWN - THE ‘DAYMARK’ – COASTAL PATH TO 

MIDDLE TOWN – HIGHER TOWN BAY ST MARYS – PORTHMELLON BEACH – ‘DUMP CLUMP’ - 

LOWER MOORS – SHOOTER’S POOL  

WEATHER: A beautiful day with long sunny spells, very little wind, a few showers  

At last a sunny day, lovely weather and a beautiful scenic walk around St Martins. After breakfast we 

walked across to Porthmellon beach for a quick scan, no birds were present because of a couple of dog 

walkers so we took the trail towards Old Town which passes through a small copes of elm trees called 

the ‘Dump Clump’. We saw hardly any birds including our target species the Yellow-browed Warbler. 

By 10am we were all on the quayside boarding our boat to St Martins a journey which took 30 minutes, 

it rained just as we boarded the boat, but it was only a quick shower. By the time we landed on St 

Martins the sky was clear and the sun was shining. 

 

We walked the coastal path round to the highest point of the island from our landing point at Higher 

Town Quay, we saw a few birds but not many. The cricket pitch held White Wagtails and Meadow 

Pipits, the shrubs and small bulb fields were full of House Sparrows, Common Starlings, 

Blackbirds, Song Thrushes and Dunnocks. 



 

Contact:      info@wingspanbirdtours.com 

 

We did find a few Common Stonechats and the odd Northern Wheatear before we climbed up to the 

‘Daymark’ which is a huge cylindrical marker painted red and white for the use of navigation by 

passing ships during the daylight hours. It sits on the cliff edge at the highest point of the island 

surrounded by a treeless ‘down’ of heather. 

 

We found a DOTTEREL on the heath, a lifer for some and a great bird for our list, there was also a few 

Northern Wheatears and more Meadow Pipits. Around the cliffs we also found two Snow Buntings, 

they were quite elusive, but allowed a close approached once found, a beautiful little bird. 
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Snow Bunting - taken by Reg Cox 

It was now lunch time and no of us had any lunch because it was Sunday and all the shops were closed 

on St Marys! So we walked to Middle Town via the coastal path, we walked past some stunning white-

sand coves, the scenery out there was stunning and the light was just fantastic. A brisk North- Easterly 

wind kept the temperature down. 
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A Merlin dashed across the heath and was seen by one of the group, both Common Redstart and 

Willow Warbler were found along the lane to Middle Town. We sat out in lovely sunshine and ate our 

lunch outside the Seven Stones Pubs, how nice! 

 Before we knew it, it was time to walk back to the quay to catch the boat back to St Marys, we took a 

very slow walk back to quay searching for new bird species for our list. At the quay we scanned the 

long white-sand beach and saw a fair number of waders. Eurasian Oystercatcher, Eurasian Curlew, 

Common Ringed Plover and our first Bar-tailed Godwit of the trip. 

 

It was nearly 5pm when we got back to the digs, everyone was very tired so it was only two of us that 

ventured out again for a quick sortie to Lower Moors. A very rare YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO had been 

seen again today and as it was only a fifteen-minute walk we decided to go for it. 

We joined the throngs of ‘twitchers’ standing near the entrance to Lower Moors but we never saw the 

CUCKOO, typically we should have arrived 5 minutes earlier!! We did see a SPOTTED CRAKE which 

came so close that you had to step back to photograph it. We left the area around six, it was getting 

dark as the crowd dispersed. 
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Spotted Crake - another one from Reg Cox 

Our last full day was complete as we ate a smashing Sunday roast at the Scillonian Club helped down 

with a dish of ice-cream and a pint of Skinners Ale. 

DAY 8 – MONDAY 8TH OCTOBER 2019 

ST MARYS – LOWER MOORS – PENINNIS HEAD 

WEATHER: Dull and overcast with bouts of light rain 

Our very last morning had arrived we had a few hours before departure, four of the group were flying 

around noon so they had less time than the other 5 who needed to be on the quay by 3pm to take the 

Scillonian boat at 4:30pm. 

As always we hoped to go out with a bang and with a couple of ‘MEGAS’ around it was possible!!  We 

walked to Lower Moors and joined the throngs of birders looking for the YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO 

and the Spotted Crake, the cuckoo had been seen earlier but the crake had not. 
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A brief distraction occurred when a Honey Buzzard call came over the radio, it was heading our way, a 

quick dash up the road proved very rewarding as a Honey Buzzard flew over us, a smashing bird and 

an excellent sighting for Scilly in October. 

We then concentrated on looking for the cuckoo which eventually showed fairly well, it was 

pandemonium, crushing, jostling, but generally good natured. I managed to get it in my scope and after 

showing my clients the bird I had a queue of 20+ people waiting! Using my phone as a guiding tool I 

showed each person the bird in the picture on the phone then let them see it through the scope, it 

worked well. 

We were well pleased with that and to top it off a Yellow-browed Warbler was flitting around below 

the cuckoo, two new birds in one scope view!!  I couldn’t get a picture of either bird, far too busy with 

other people using the scope, the cuckoo moved a couple of times and sat out in full view, but I was too 

slow to get a digi-picture then it flew off for good. 

Fantastic, superb, unbelievable, crippling, cracking……….you can tell I was well pleased with that one! A 

Lifer!!!   Well, no amount of rain and wind was going to upset me now. It was 12 noon, we had to get to 

town for some of the group to leave which they promptly did. Then news came up of a sighting of the 

BLUE ROCK THRUSH!! I couldn’t resist that, I was on a roll, unfortunately the rest of the group didn’t 

have the same enthusiasm, so I went on my own. 

I marched up the hill and took the hospital track out to Peninnis Head and turned left, my view of Old 

Town and the Bay was both commanding and panoramic, I could see many birders below me all 

searching for the thrush. You guessed it, I arrived 5 minutes too late. The bird had disappeared, it was 

only seen by one observer. 
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My view of Old Town Bay from Peninnis Headland 

I walked around to the Lighthouse and bumped into a Eurasian Wryneck, this lifted my spirits back 

up to where they were an hour ago, what a lovely bird and it showed extremely well. As I walked back 

along the track to the hospital I noted a good number of Pipits in the meadows and pig fields. It was 

now approaching 2pm so I had to go, I couldn’t sift through pipit flocks. 

 

The Wryneck at the lighthouse on Peninnis Headland 

I should have searched through those pipits!!  When I got back to the guest in Hugh Town a message 

came up of a Red-throated Pipit, showing really well in the Pig Field that I had walked past earlier,  

dohhhhhh!!!! I never had time to go back, the photos of it broke my heart. What a great bird to finish off 

the trip with. 

The ship left on time, it was a smooth crossing, very poor visibility so not many birds were seen. Great 

Skua, Manx Shearwaters, Grey Phalarope (3 seen by a few people), Sooty Shearwater (1 seen by  

observers on the other side of the boat to us), a few Guillemots and Razorbills, Kittiwakes and 

dozens of Northern Gannets. 
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After docking, five of us ate a lovely meal in the Admiral Bembow, Penzance, highly recommended. We 

said our farewells around 9pm, the trip was finally over. 

It had a been a very good week not a great week! We had mixed fortunes with both birding and the 

weather and I guess they are both inextricably connected. Just as we did last year we picked up one or 

two goodies each day, we saw Jack Snipe, Lapland Bunting, Red-breasted Flycatcher, 

Short-toed Lark, Honey Buzzard, Dotterel, Rustic Bunting, Snow Bunting, Yellow-billed 

Cuckoo, Spotted Crake, Wryneck, Yellow-browed Warbler, Green-winged Teal, Balearic 

Shearwater and about 100 other species. 

We dipped on Blue-rock Thrush, Red-throated Pipit, Melodious Warbler, Turtle Dove, 

Nightjar sp, Pink-footed Goose, Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Golden Plover and the Black 

and White Warbler seen on St Martins. 

The above lists indicate how good the Isles of Scilly still are! Apart from the birding, the 

tranquil atmosphere, stunning beauty and exquisite light, are a real delight to savour. Come 

and join me next October for another great adventure.    

Bookings now being taken for our October 6th - 13th  2020 Wingspan Tour of the Isles of Scilly. 

 

 

CHECKLIST OF SPECIES:   

 

The taxonomic order and nomenclature follows Howard and Moore 4th edition (incl. corrigenda 
vol.1-2). 

X = seen on the Pre-Tour Day 29th September 2019 

 

  

SPECIES 
 

 
SCIENTIFIC NAME 

30TH    1ST      2ND     3RD     4TH      5TH      6TH      7TH  

 ANSERIFORMES: Anatidae         

1  Brent Goose Brenta bernicla X        

2  Canada Goose Branta canadensis X        

3  Greylag Goose Anser anser X        

4  Mute Swan Cygnus olor X   X     

5  Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna X        

6  Gadwall  Anas strepera X   X     

7  Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope X        

8  Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos X        

9  Northern Pintail Anas acuta X        

10  Eurasian Teal Anas crecca X        

11  Green-winged Teal Anas carolinensis      X   
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 GALLIFORMES: Phasianidae         

12  Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus    X   X  

13  Red-legged Partridge Perdix perdix    X     

 COLUMBIFORMES: Columbidae         

14  Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon  Columba livia  X X X   X  X 

15  Common Woodpigeon  Columba palumbus  X X X X X X X X 

16  Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto X X X X X X X X 

 CUCULIFORMES: Cuculidae         

17  Yellow-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus        X 

 GRUIFORMES: Rallidae         

18  Spotted Crake Porzana porzana       X  

19  Water Rail Rallus aquaticus  H   H  X  

20  Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus X X  X  X   

21  Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra X   X     

  

SPECIES 
 

 
SCIENTIFIC NAME 

30TH    1ST      2ND     3RD     4TH      5TH      6TH      7TH 

 PROCELLARIIFORMES: Hydrobatidae         

22  European Storm Petrel Hydrobates  pelagicus   X      

 PROCELLARIIFORMES: Procellariidae         

23  Fulmar Fulmaris glacialis X        

24  Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus X  X      

25  Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauretanicus   X      

 PELECANIFORMES: Ardeidae         

26  Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea X X X X X X   

27  Little Egret  Egretta garzetta X X  X X    

 PELECANIFORMES: Sulidae         

28  Northern Gannet Morus bassanus X X X X X X X X 

 PELECANIFORMES: Phalacrocoracidae         

29  European Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis X X X X X X X X 

30  Great Cormorant   Phalacrocorax carbo X X X X  X  X 

 CHARADRIIFORMES: Haematopodidae         

31  Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus X X X X X X X X 

 CHARADRIIFORMES: Charadriidae         

32  Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola X        

33  Dotterel Charadrius morinellus       X  

34  Eurasian Golden Plover Pluvalis  apricaria  X       

35  Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula X X   X X X  

36  Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus X        

 CHARADRIIFORMES: Scolopacidae         

37  Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus  X       

38  Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata X X X X  X X  

39  Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica X      X  

40  Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres X X  X X X   

41  Ruff Philomachus pugnax X        

42  Sanderling Calidris alba      X   

43  Dunlin  Calidris alpine X   X     
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SPECIES 
 

 
SCIENTIFIC NAME 

30TH    1ST      2ND     3RD     4TH      5TH      6TH      7TH 

44  Common Snipe Gallenago gallenago X   X X    

45  Jack Snipe L;ymnocryptes minimus X        

46  Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus X        

47  Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia X X  X     

48  Common Redshank  Tringa tetanus X   X     

 CHARADRIIFORMES: Alcidae         

49  Razorbill Alca torda X  X      

 CHARADRIIFORMES: Stercorariidae         

50  Arctic Skua Sterocorarius paraciticus   X      

51  Great Skua Stercocorius skua X  X      

 CHARADRIIFORMES: Laridae         

52  Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla X  X      

53  Black-headed Gull  Larus ridibundus X X X X X X X X 

54  Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus X  X X     

55  Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus X  X  X    

56  Herring Gull Larus argentatus X X X X X X X X 

57  Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus X X X X X X X X 

58  Common Tern  Sterna hirundo   X      

59  Sandwich Tern  Sterna sandvicensis X  X X X    

 ACCIPITRIFORMES: Pandionidae         

60  Osprey Pandion haliaetus X        

 ACCIPITRIFORMES: Accipitridae         

61  Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus X        

62  Common Buzzard Buteo buteo X        

 PICIFORMES: Picidae         

63  Northern Wryneck Jynx torquilla   X      

 CORACIIFORMES: Alcedinidae         

64  Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis X        

 FALCONIFORMES: Falconidae         

65  Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus       X  

66  Merlin Falco columbarius       X  

67  Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus     X    

 PASSERIFORMES: Laniidae         

68  Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio  X       

 PASSERIFORMES: Corvidae         

69  Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax X        

70  Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarias X        

71  Common Magpie  Pica pica X        

72  Eurasian Jackdaw Corvus monedula X        

73  Rook Corvus frugilegus X        

74  Common Raven  Corvus corax X        

75  Carrion Crow Corvus corone X X X X X X X X 

 PASSERIFORMES: Prunellidae         

76  Dunnock Prunella modularis X X  X X X X  
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 PASSERIFORMES: Passeridae         

77  House Sparrow  Passer domesticus X X X X X X X X 

 PASSERIFORMES: Motacillidae         

78  Meadow Pipit Anthus prtaensis X X  X X X X  

79  Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus X X X X X X X  

80  Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea    X  X   

  

SPECIES 
 

 
SCIENTIFIC NAME 

30TH    1ST      2ND     3RD     4TH      5TH      6TH      7TH 

81  White Wagtail Motacilla alba X X X X X X X  

 PASSERIFORMES: Fringillidae         

82  Common Chaffinch Fringilla  coelebs X X  X X    

83  European Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris  X X X  X X X  

84  Eurasian Linnet  Carduelis cannabina X X  X X X X  

85  European Goldfinch   Carduelis carduelis X X X X X X X  

 PASSERIFORMES: Calcariidae         

86  Lapland Longspur Calcarius lapponicus     X    

87  Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis       X  

 PASSERIFORMES: Emberizidae         

88  Rustic Bunting Emberiza rustica  X       

 PASSERIFORMES: Paridae         

89  Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus  X   X X X  

90  Great Tit   Parus major excelsus X X X  X X X  

 PASSERIFORMES: Alaudidae         

91  Greater Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla    X     

 PASSERIFORMES: Acrocephalidae         

92  Common Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus         

 PASSERIFORMES: Hirundinidae         

93  House Martin Delichon urbicum         

94  Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica         

95  Sand Martin  Riparia riparia      X   

 PASSERIFORMES: Phylloscopidae         

96  Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus        X 

97  Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus       X  

98  Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita  X  X X X   

 PASSERIFORMES: Scotocercidae         

99  Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti H      H  

  

SPECIES 
 

 
SCIENTIFIC NAME 

30TH    1ST      2ND     3RD     4TH      5TH      6TH      7TH 

 PASSERIFORMES: Sylviida         

100  Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla    X   X X  

101  Garden Warbler Sylvia borin  X       

 PASSERIFORMES: Regulidae         

102  Firecrest Rugulas ignicapilla H  X      

103  Goldcrest Regulus regulus     X X   

 PASSERIFORMES: Troglodytidae         



 

Contact:      info@wingspanbirdtours.com 

104  Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes X X  X X X X  

 PASSERIFORMES: Sturnidae         

105  Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris X X X X X X X X 

 PASSERIFORMES: Muscicapidae         

106  Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata    X X X   

107  European Robin Erithacus rubecula X X X X X X X  

108  Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva      X   

109  European Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca  X       

110  Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus       X  

111  Whinchat Saxicola rubetra    X     

112  Common Stonechat Saxicola torquata X X  X X X X  

113  Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe  X  X X X X  

 PASSERIFORMES: Turdidae         

114  Song Thrush Turdus philomelos X X  X X X X  

115  Eurasian Blackbird  Turdus merula X X X X X X X  

116            

  

BUTTERFLIES-MAMMALS-CETACEANS-REPTILES 

– AMPHIBIANS – OTHER INTERESTING SPECIES 

 30TH    1ST      2ND     3RD     4TH      5TH      6TH      7TH 

117            

118  Rabbit  X    X    

119  Brown Rat   X       

120  Grey Seal   X X X     

121  Harbour Porpoise    X      

122  Red Squirrel     X     

123            

124  Painted Lady  X X   X    

125  Red Admiral   X   X    

126  Peacock   X   X    

127  Speckled Wood   X   X    

128  Large White      X    

129  Small White      X    

130            

131  Hummingbird Hawk-Moth  X  X      

132  Ruby Tiger Moth  (Caterpillar)     X    

133            

134            

135            

136            

137            

138            

139            

140            

141            

142            

143            
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144            

145            

146            

147            

148            

149            

150            

151            

152            

153            

154            

155            

156            

157            

158            

159            

 


