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Summary

We spent 9 superb days in some of the best habitat that Spain has to offer, the weather was glorious throughout 
except for one day of rain and some cloud near the end of the trip. Birding highlights included: a Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker,  Ferruginous  Ducks,  Spanish Imperial  Eagle  and Ring Ouzel.  Our star  bird of the trip  was a 
juvenile White-winged Tern seen at Bonanza Salt Pans where we also saw 5 Black Storks, 22 Great White 
Egrets and a whole host of waders, gulls and terns. In Extremadura we had great fun tracking down several 
large flocks of Little Bustards (149 counted in one field), plus Great Bustards, thousands of Lapwings, larks, 
Hoopoes and pipits. The highlights of our visit to Monfrague were masses of vultures and the appearance of two 
White-rumped swifts. Common Crane sightings were limited to just one flock of 42 birds, they were late this 
year! Overall we logged 172 species a very good effort from the group and a testament of how good Spain is as 
a birding location.



DAY 1 – OCTOBER 14  TH   2012  

MALAGA  AIRPORT – DESEMBOCADURA DE GUADALHORCE – GAUCIN

Quite an eventful day today, I collected some of the group from the airport at 11:30am and we drove the short 
distance to the Natural Park at Guadalmar called the Desembocadura (which translates roughly to estuary or 
river mouth) of the Guadalhorce river. We sat and ate our picnic lunch before taking a walk around the park. 
From  the  vantage  point  of  the  high  embankment  on  the  west  side  we  saw  Ruddy  Turnstone,  Common 
Sandpiper, Yellow-legged Gull, Sandwich Tern and a Black headed Gull. Lots of Greenfinches and Goldfinches 
were  flitting  about  and several  noisy parties  of  Monk Parakeets  flew back and forth  from the  gardens  in 
Guadalmar to the reserve centre.

After our lunch we walked inland to the ‘green bridge’ before crossing into the reserve, along the way we 
logged some good species such as: Zitting Cisticola, Sardinian Warbler, Booted Eagle, Barn Swallow, Spotless 
Starling and a female Marsh Harrier.

We visited the hides that overlook the lagunas where we found White Headed Duck (only 2 females), Shoveler, 
Teal,  Gadwall,  Little and Black-necked Grebes, Kingfisher, Audouin’s Gull,  Greater Flamingo (1 juvenile), 
little ringed Plover and Common Sandpiper.

Our walk along the beach to east side of the reserve produced many Northern Gannets, hundreds of gulls, 
including Lesser Black-backed and Mediterranean Gulls. From the hides along the east bank we found another 
nine wading species: Black-winged Stilt, Common Redshank, Common Greenshank, Ringed Plover, Kentish 
Plover, Dunlin, Sanderling, Common Snipe and Green Sandpiper. We found a few migrant passerines in the 
shape  of:  Northern  Wheatear,  Common  Redstart,  Willow  Warbler,  &  Blackcap.  Crested  Larks,  Common 
Kestrel, and Stonechat and made up the list.

Now the bad news: when we got back to the bus it had been broken into, a side window was smashed and the 
bus had been rifled. However, nothing had been taken as we had taken all our ‘goodies’ with us, what good luck 
and bad luck at the same time.

We drove back to airport to collect Marie and changed the bus at the same time, what a pain but nothing was 
taken and no-one had been hurt.

After an hour and a half we were safely in Gaucin getting ready for a lovely chicken Tajine, cooked by my 
excellent ‘chef’ and wifey, Dawn.

DAY 2   -  OCTOBER 15  th   2012   

GAUCIN  CHESTNUT WOODS  - ENCINAS BORRACHES  -  LLANOS DE LIBAR  - COTO 
DONANA – EL ROCIO – MATALASCANAS BEACH FROM THE HOTEL

Our first full day began at 7:30am at breakfast; we all assembled in readiness for a full  day’s birding and 
transfer from Gaucin to Matalascanas on the beach deep in the Coto Donana. We planned to spend the whole 
day travelling with several scheduled stops, the first of which was 2 km from the house, just north of Gaucin on 
the road to Ronda.



It was 8:45am when we pulled over, it very chilly, with a brisk northerly blowing down from Ronda way. Once 
we were in the shelter of the tree it wasn’t so bad. As soon as we got out of the bus we found a pair of Great  
Spotted  Woodpeckers  sitting  quietly  on  some dead  branches  and very soon we located  a  very  vociferous 
Eurasian Nuthatch. Next we found a Spotted Flycatcher and soon we were watching a Crested Tit and a showy 
Firecrest,  other  than that  we didn’t  see much  else:  we heard  a  Jay and saw Wood Pigeon,  Great  Tit  and 
Sardinian Warbler.

Our drive towards Ronda was uneventful, we passed through some stunning scenery as we drove higher into the 
mountains,  we did however  see some Griffon Vultures  and a  Common Kestrel  before we stopped by the 
roadside to view a rocky valley. In the valley we found at least 3 Black Wheatears, Rock Bunting, Great Tit and 
a Sardinian Warbler.

 We then stopped near Ronda at the Encinas Borrarches track where a short walk produced numerous species. A 
Southern Grey Shrike sat quietly on a bush which also held Corn Bunting and Goldfinch. We also had great 
views of Thekla Lark, Linnet, Northern Wheatear, Rock Sparrow, we had fleeting views of Rock Bunting and a 
fly-by Green Sandpiper (there are two man-made pools on the side of the track). 

Two view of the beautiful llanos de Libar

A little further along the track we stopped to watch Cirl Bunting, Northern Wheatear and Stonechat, but a very 
cold, biting wind from the north drove us back to the warmth of the bus.
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What a contrast the next stop proved to be, we drove through Ronda, over the famous gorge and onto the Seville 
road. After a while we turned off towards Montejaque where we stopped for a coffee. We sat out in the lovely 
sunshine, it was bright and warm with no sign of the cold wind, what a joy.

The next two hours were spent walking in the hidden valley above Montejaque, called Llanos de Libar. It was 
fantastic, lovely sunshine, beautiful scenery and some good birds. We found Black Wheatear (6), Blue Rock 
Thrush (6), Black Redstart (4), Northern Wheatear (1), Rock Bunting (2) and the star of the morning – Ring 
Ouzel (sub-species alpestris). Many Griffon Vultures drifted overhead and littered the cliff ledges; we had brief 
view of a ‘probable’ Bonelli’s Eagle and great views of Rock Bunting just before we left.

Blue Rock Thrush - distant but you can see the blue colour

After  a  tapas  lunch in  Montejaque we continued our  journey to  Coto Donana,  we stopped just  outside of 
Alnazcazar, the scene of the infamous ‘heavy metal’ spillage during 1998. Our first was as catastrophic we 
stopped at the Botanical garden just outside of the town where we found: Common Buzzard, Booted Eagle, 
Common Kestrel and a Red Kite were found along the roadside. Along the river (which was just a series of 
pools), we found a Common Waxbill (carrying food); Kingfisher and we heard another Cetti’s Warbler. Along 
the track we found Grey Wagtail, Stonechat and lots of Goldfinches.

The last stage of the journey took us through El Rocio, the marshes were completely dry and no birds were 
presents but we did log: Common Magpie, Azure-winged Magpie, Raven, Southern Grey Shrike and White 
Wagtail along the road. At 6pm we arrived at our hotel on the beach at Matalascanas, all our rooms overlooked 
the beach and sea. We watched L B B Gulls and Sanderling on the beach and a few Balearic Shearwaters flew 
over the sea before we went down to dinner.

DAY 3 - OCTOBER 16TH 

SEA WATCHING FROM THE CLIFFS OF MATALASCANAS  -  ACEBUCHE VISITOR’S CENTRE 
– EL ROCIO  - LA ROCINA RESERVE – LA PALACIO DE ACEBRON WOODLAND WALK

It was a busy day today in perfect weather, clear blue sky light northerly winds and temperatures in the lower 
20’s.

We set off from the hotel at 8:30am just as it getting light and by the time we had driven to the cliffs on the 
edge of town the light was just right. Not many birds we out on the sea but a small passage of gulls included 
Yellow-legged,  lesser  Black  Backed  and Black  headed.  Lots  of  Northern  gannets  fed  offshore,  90% were 
immature birds and spent a lot of wasted time diving into the water and coming up with nothing. We did see a 
few Cory’s Shearwaters out in the distance but not much else. On the shore a number of Sanderling appeared on 
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the beach doing what they do best, avoiding getting their feet wet! A small flock of gulls sat on the beach to our 
right, they included about 10 Audouin’s Gulls.
On the cliff top we found Stonechat, Northern Wheatear, Azure-winged Magpie, Sardinian Warbler, Linnet, 
Eurasian Chiffchaff and a couple of Thekla Larks.

                          Northern Wheatear

From the cliffs we drove the short distance to the Acebuche centre where we enjoyed 3 hours walking around 
the reserve and visiting the hides. Not much water in the laguna held very few bird species; we found only 
Mallard, Eurasian Teal, Common Snipe, Greylag Goose, Stonechat and a Marsh harrier. The pine woods gave 
us good views of Crested Tit, Iberian Chiffchaff, Spotted Flycatcher and Black Redstart; we did have fleeting 
views of Song Thrush and Common Redstart.

On the heath near the visitors centre we found Dartford and Subalpine Warbler (very late migrant), Sardinian 
Warbler, both Thekla and Crested larks, Black Redstart and several Stonechats.

It’s very hard to digiscope a Dartford Warbler as these photos prove
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Back at the car park we spent some time watching the antics of the Azure-winged Magpie as a flock of them 
came down to bread crumbs.
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We then drove into El Rocio to buy some lunch before moving onto the Reserve at la Rocina. We ate our picnic 
supplies whilst watching, Hoopoe (2), Long-tailed Tit and Short-toed Treecreeper. Tree Sparrows were chirping 
in the canopy but we failed to get a good view of one. A walk after lunch produced good views of Great Spotted 
Woodpecker, Blackcap, European Robin, Booted Eagle but not a lot else.

We came across this Dung Beetle pushing this dung up a grassy slope, on closer inspection you can see that the 
beetle is covered in baby Dung beetles that will be left buried with dung - what a nice thought!
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Our drive through the heath land towards the Palacio de Acheron was punctuated with stops to look at Booted 
Eagle, Common Raven and Southern Grey Shrike. The next two hours was spent walking along the drive to the 
palace and then on the boardwalk through the lush riparian forest. Along the drive we found Chaffinch, Pied 
Flycatcher, Long-tailed Tit, Crested Tit, Black Redstart and Great Tit. At the laguna we watched many fish 
jumping from the water catching dragonflies, there we literally thousands of dragonflies, some got too close to 
the water and fell in, they were quickly gobbled up by the huge fish in the dirty water. A Kingfisher added a 
nice flash of colour as it sped by.

Female Common Darter

The highlight of the day came as walked through this unique habitat, pristine primary forest with many mature 
trees produced a stunning LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER, what a find! We got it in the scope and 
enjoyed some great views of this hard to find species. We also found Short-toed Treecreeper, Blackcap, 
Common Redstart, Blackcap and not much else.

We drove back to the hotel from the Palace, a lovely dinner was taken at 7:30pm, and we had ample supplies of 
ice-cream to finish off the meal.

DAY 4  -  OCTOBER 17TH 2012 

DONANA NACIONAL PARK WITH VISITS TO CORREDOR DE VERDE - DEHESA ABAJO – 
JOSE VALVERDE CENTRE – NORTHERN RICE  FIELDS OF ISLA MAYOR

 88 SPECIES SEEN TODAY IN A VERY DRY COTO DONANA

Today we spent all of our time in and around the Donana Parque Nacional. It was very misty as we left our 
hotel in Matalascanas but by the time we reached our first destination it was bright and sunny with no wind. 
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The small gap in the bushes where we viewed a laguna - hundreds of birds were on it including 3 Ferruginous 
Ducks

We drove to the Corredor de Verde which runs right through the park north to south and we joined it near 
Villamonrique. The group was amazed to see so many large flocks of finches; we had stopped to look at huge 
numbers of Greenfinches, Goldfinches, Chaffinches, Spanish Sparrows and Tree Sparrows before we actually 
reach the Corredor. Once we arrived in the Corredor finch numbers were truly astounding. We also stopped to 
watch a very confiding Hoopoe and we saw two Black-winged Kites, many Azure-winged Magpies and an 
abundance of Crested Larks.

Our first planned stop was at a laguna found just off the Corredor track; it was covered in birds which was 
understandable  as  Donana  this  year  is  extremely  dry.  A flotilla  of  hundreds  Mallards,  Common  Pochard, 
Shoveler, Eurasian Teal and Common Coot also held;  FERRUGINOUS DUCK (3),  Red-crested Pochard (1 
female), Northern Pintail (1 female), Great Crested Grebe (1), Greylag Goose (3) and several Great Cormorants. 
On the laguna banks and in the surrounding scrub we found, Kingfisher, Cetti’s Warbler, Eurasian Chiffchaff, 
Sardinian Warbler, Grey Wagtail, Common Sandpiper and a lovely Osprey came over and began fishing over 
the water (without success).

Black-winged Stilts with Ruff and Greater Flamingo - can you pick out the Ruff in the picture below?
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The track took us through some lovely open woodland and then passed many hectares of arable farmland where 
potatoes, cotton and rice was being grown. We stopped a few times to look at Northern Wheatear, Thekla and 
Crested Larks, Marsh Harrier and a few Common Buzzards. 

Black Redstart

At Dehesa Abajo the laguna was almost completely dry with just a few small pools of water remaining, so we 
concentrated our efforts in the rice fields on the other side of the road. Sitting on the telephone wires was a large 
flock of starlings which held both Common and Spotless, the two species sitting side by side. We also found 
Zitting Cisticola, Red Kite, Marsh Harrier, Little Egret,  Cattle Egret, Greater Flamingo, Eurasian Spoonbill, 
Black-winged Stilts (200+), Ruff (50+) we only realised this number was present when, a little later, a Peregrine 
put the whole flock up, Pied Avocet (8) and many Grey Herons, White Storks and large numbers of gulls were 
also milling about.
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Lesser  Short-toed Lark with a Linnet

From there we drove along tracks that dissected the rice fields where we stopped to look for more species. We 
found two ‘exotic species’ in the form of Common Waxbill and Yellow-crowned Bishop, also Green Sandpiper, 
Purple Heron, Peregrine Falcon, Red Kite and several Marsh Harriers.

Views along the track near the Jose Valverde centre in the centre of Coto Donana

 Our journey to the Jose Valerie centre was punctuated by a scheduled stop (our picnic lunch). During lunch we 
found Black-winged Kite (5), Black Stork (5), Great White Egret (7 – that was 3 now and 4 later), Black-
crowned Night Heron (1 juv), Little Grebe and several Lesser Kestrels.

The whole area was very dry with very little water in the channels and certainly no standing water. As we 
approached the Valverde centre we turn off towards El Rocio to look for Sandgrouse. It was along this track 
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that we stopped to look at birds that were drinking from a small pool of water that had leaked from a Horse’s 
drinking trough. We found LESSER SHORT-TOED LARK (50+), Linnets, Crested Larks, Northern Wheatear 
and Stonechat. Further along this track we stopped to watch many Griffon Vultures circling above the park.

We  reached  the  centre  at  3pm  and  promptly  ordered  coffee!  From  the  Valverde  Centre  we  saw  Purple 
Swamphen, Wigeon, Teal, Shoveler and lots of Mallard.

At 4pm we set off back towards Villamonrique via a different route, we stopped to look at a flock of some fifty 
Skylarks and a party of seven Great White Egrets. Our journey back took via Isla Mayor Rice fields which held 
thousands of gulls, storks, ibis, herons, egrets and flamingos. At one stop we counted 700 Glossy ibis, 2000 
Greater Flamingos and countless gulls in just one field.

It was now 5:30pm and time for us to make the long journey back, but before we got off the marshes we 
stopped to watch a Hen Harrier (female) our first of the trip so far. We arrived back at the hotel at 6:30pm, with 
just enough time to get ready for dinner.

DAY 5    - OCTOBER 18TH 2012   

MARISMAS DE O’DIEL (HUELVA)  - LAGUNA EL PORTIL  - RIO PIEDRAS (EL ROMPIDO) – 
LAGUNA PRIMERA DE LOS PALOS (HUELVA)

It was almost a complete wash out today – we knew there was a 70% chance of rain but it turned out to be that 
70% of the day was wet! It came in buckets at times and it never got light until way past 9am. We abandoned 
our first venue and went straight to the Marismas de O’Diel where we stopped near the salt pans and viewed the 
small laguna at Calatilla.

A few pictures of Bluethroat - we saw three individuals during a brief break in the rain
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The water level was very low and few species were present, we were particularly disappointed because this is 
usually a good spot for Red-knobbed Coot, but not today. We did see several species of duck and some waders 
which included; Ruddy Turnstone, Common Snipe, Sanderling, Dunlin, Kentish Plover, Green Sandpiper and 
Common Ringed Plover.

We drove further into the salt marsh and stopped at several locations to watch from the bus as it was too wet to 
get out. Despite the weather we had a good watching some very nice species having great views of Bar-tailed 
Godwit,  Whimbrel,  Eurasian  Curlew,  Osprey (carrying  a  fish –  what  else?),  Oystercatcher,  Redshank and 
Greenshank.  The gulls  were good too with some very ‘pink’  Slender-billed  Gulls  and also Mediterranean, 
Black-headed, Audouin’s, Yellow-legged and Lesser Black-backed Gulls. A few Caspian Terns were added to 
our trip list as were Sandwich Terns.

At El Portil we looked over the laguna from the roadside, it was still raining but not so hard; the laguna was 
surprisingly full of water and held hundreds of ducks. There were mainly Common Pochard and Shoveler but 
we  found:  Northern  Pintail,  Gadwall,  Eurasian  Teal,  Black-tailed  Godwit,  Black-necked  Grebe,  over  20 
Eurasian Spoonbills and lots of Black-winged Stilts.

Whimbrel and a Grey Plover on the banks of the Rio Piedras near El Rompido
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We took our lunch in a bar/restaurant in El Portil before driving out to El Rompido to look on the heath for 
Bluethroats. It began raining as soon as we got out of the bus, it was quite windy too, but we held out and soon 
the rain eased off. Our perseverance paid off because over the next half an hour we found at least 4 Bluethroats, 
Dartford Warbler, Sardinian Warbler and Stonechat on the heath, a great result.

We then spent some time looking along the muddy banks of the Rio Piedras for more waders and in doing so 
we found 4 species of Terns. Caspian, Sandwich,  Common and Little Tern,  they were all  present in small 
numbers, there was also a good selection of wader but none of which were new to the list.

Back on the road we drove to Huelva and stopped at the lagunas near Palos. At laguna Primera we spent an hour 
or so searching for the elusive Red-knobbed Coot without success, however there was enough birds to look at to 
keep us happy. We added Red-crested Pochard and Purple Swamphen to our day list as we searched every 
corner of the laguna.

It was 5:30pm by the time we got back to the hotel, we were tired, cold and still damp, we were all were looking 
forward to a hot bath and a warm dinner. 

This was our last day in the Donana area as we depart for Extremadura in the morning; we had amassed a total 
of 141 species, which was, despite the bad weather today and the general lack of water, a very good tally.

DAY 6  - OCTOBER 19TH 2012 

MATALASCANAS CLIFFS – VEGAS ALTAS RICE FIELDS – MADRIGALEJO RICE FIELDS – 
PRESA SIERRA BRAVA

Our Transfer day began as we left the hotel in Matalaascanas at 8:30am and headed for the cliffs at the edge of 
town. It was chilly and very misty as we drove through the town but as we neared the cliffs the mist lifted and 
we could see a wide expanse of the Atlantic Ocean. 
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The view from the cliffs at Matalascanas at dawn

We spent half an hour looking out to sea without seeing much at all,  a few Northern Gannets; a couple of 
Caspian Terns, about 5 Sandwich Terns and two Cory’s Shearwaters flew by. On the shore we saw Sanderling, 
Lesser Black-backed and Yellow-legged Gulls. 

Our drive to Extremadura took about  3 hours during which time we logged Red Kite,  Northern Lapwing, 
Azure-winged and Eurasian Magpies, Common Buzzard and few common species.
The first place we stopped was on a small bridge near Vegas Altas in Extremadura; we sat and ate our picnic 
lunch in  warm sunshine.  The noise from the  local  flocks  of  sparrows was very loud;  we estimated  that  a 
thousand birds were in the area. We also saw many White Storks and from the bridge we found Water Rail, 
Cetti’s Warbler, Common Chiffchaff and identified Spanish as well as House Sparrows.

Next we made two stops in the rice fields near Madrigalejo where was watched small parties of Red Avadavat, 
Common Waxbill and Indian Silverbill, all three are ‘exotic’ escape species that are doing rather well in the 
area! Other species seen were Tree Sparrow, Southern Grey Shrike, Grey Wagtail and White Stork.

Three pictures of an African Silverbill, yet another invasive species
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Further along the road we stopped to admire a couple of Great Bustards and a Little Owl. Near the dam (presa) 
at sierra Brava we found Hoopoe, Thekla Lark, Great-crested Grebe, Common Coot and a couple of thousand 
ducks, most of which were Mallards.

The last leg of the journey was up through Zorita where we found a flock of some 20 Ravens, a Marsh Harrier 
and lots  of Azure-winged magpies.  We did stop near Trujillo  for walk along a  quit  lane where we found 
Blackcap, Sardinian Warbler, Blue Tit and European Robin.

We finally arrived at our guest house at 5pm where we concluded the birding for day.

DAY 7  -  OCTOBER 20TH 2012 

BELEN  PLAIN  -  SANTA  MARTA  DE  MAGASCAR  -  MONROY  -  EMBALSE  DE  TALAVAN

The day began with a beautiful sunrise and a clear blue sky, it was a little chilly but there was no wind at all.  
We left our guesthouse at 8:30am just as it was getting light; we drove the short distance to Belen Village and 
then out onto the plain. What a superb sight, miles of open grassland and untouched landscape the whole area 
was teaming with birdlife and the morning light was superb.

As we drove towards the height of the plains we stopped several times to look at Hoopoes, we must have seen a 
dozen in a couple of kilometers; we also saw many Thekla Larks, Spotless Starlings and Corn Buntings. Soon 
we found one of our target birds, the Little Bustard. There was a flock of at least 100 and then we found more, 
they were quite distant but unmistakable. Whilst watching the bustards we found a beautiful male Hen Harrier 
and a Merlin. We also came across several Calandra Larks, Red Kites, Griffon Vultures, Ravens and Jackdaws. 
149 Little Bustards was our final count.

Further along the track we got a little closer to the bustards before they took to the air, a lovely sight. A couple 
of Mistle Thrushes were note-worthy, as was Southern Grey Shrike and huge flocks of Spanish Sparrows (we 
finally got great views of those).

After a short coffee break and a trip to the supermarket in Trujillo we drove out towards CASARES, we stopped 
on a bridge on the old road. We sat for half an hour to watch from the high grassy bank, several species came by 
and we were pleasantly surprised by the variety. Many Spanish Sparrows were joined by Blackcap, Common 
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Whitethroat, Dartford Warbler, Willow Warbler and Chiffchaff in the bushes. Near the pools below us, we saw 
Little Grebe, Common Kingfisher, Cetti's Warbler (heard only), Greenfinch and Goldfinch.

Further along the old road to Casares we turned off to Santa Marta de Magascar and then stopped to look over 
some large, hedge-less fields where we found Calandra Lark, Skylark, Meadow Pipit, Water Pipit, and our first 
Whinchat of the trip and Northern Wheatear. In the distance we saw Black and Griffon Vultures.

We ate our picnic lunch along a nearby track where the only new species was a Hare. We then spent a couple of 
hours scouring the fields for sandgrouse without success before driving to the Embalse (reservoir) near Talavan. 
Over the next hour or so we found a good variety of species despite the water level being very low. Bluethroat, 
Great White Egret, Eurasian Spoonbill, Water Rail, were joined by many common species. Our best sighting 
was of a pair of adult Bonelli's Eagle in text book plumage and fantastic light.

Last of all we stopped at a bridge over the Rio Almonte on the road to Casares, in nice afternoon light we 
watched Crag Martin, we also saw a large flock of Jackdaws, Kingfisher and a Hoopoe. We drove back to the 
guest house via Casares and Trujillo.

DAY 8  -  OCTOBER    21  st    2012   

MONFRAGUE NATIONAL PARK

It was another excellent day of bright sunshine, no wind and temperatures were in the lower twenties. We set 
from our guesthouse at 8:30am and drove through Trujillo to the national park of Monfrague.

Our first destination was the Castillo de Monfrague which was unfortunately being repaired and the steps we 
closed with limited access to the castle (Castillo) grounds. The first birds we noted as we left the bus was a pair 
of Red-billed Chough, they performed very well before flying off over the park. We also saw European Robin, 
Mistle Thrush and lots of migrating Chaffinches as they flew over the ridge to the south. We walked the 'new' 
path to the castle and spent an hour searching for the White-rumped Swift without success; however, we did see 
the spectacle of 200 Griffon Vultures perched up on the rock face of the Salto de Gitano. A few Black Vultures 
were there too along with a pair of Peregrine Falcons.

The views from the castle were stunning, we could see for miles in all directions, fabulous. Others birds seen 
flitting about the castle were Crag Martin, Black Redstart,  Blue Rock Thrush and Hawfinch, one particular 
Hawfinch sat in the morning sun for about 20 minutes we had great ‘scope’ views of it.

One view from the castle over the park
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From the Castillo we drove to the base of the Salto de Gitano and stopped at the ‘Mirador’ (view point) where 
we watched the vultures taking flight and circling just above us. We searched in vain for the swifts again but 
our efforts were rewarded with the sighting of a SPANISH IMPERIAL EAGLE. It was a short but good view of 
this rare beast as it circled to our right with the vultures, a great result. More sightings of Peregrine were had 
and several Red Kites drifted overhead, many Crag Martins were quartering the rock faces.

The Pinnacles of the Salto de Gitano with resident vultures in  
flight

At Villareal, a small village in the centre of the park, we stopped for a quick coffee before driving round to the 
dam where we ate our picnic lunch at the Mirador Malavuelta. A short walk amongst the pines produced very 
little, other than Chaffinch, Blackcap, Greenfinch, Great and Blue Tit.

Our penultimate stop in the park was at the rocky outcrop of Portilla de Tietar where another colony of Griffon 
Vultures is found. It is also a traditional breeding area for both Eagle Owl and Spanish Imperial Eagle, neither 
of which were present (or in view) whilst  we were there.  We saw a pair  of noisy Ravens,  lots of Griffon 
Vultures  and a few Blue Rock Thrushes,  but not the eagle or the owl.  A Cetti’s  Warbler  called from the 
riverside below us and we had glimpses of Sardinian Warbler and more Blackcaps before we drove off to have 
a quick look in the cork woods.

The Portillo de Tietar (Rio Tietar) not as spectacular as Salto de Gitano but the site of the Imperial Eagles  
nest

 

We never ventured into the woods because of the time but we scanned from the roadside and found a well 
marked Woodlark and a few Chaffinches.
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As we drove back through the park on our way home we decided to stop at the Salto de Gitano rock face for a 
second time to look at the vultures. This was an excellent decision as we had superb views of the vultures, with 
over fifty in skies at any one time, but we also found the mystical WHITE RUMPED SWIFT. There were two 
of them circling high up above the pinnacle of the Salto de Gitano, what a great result! 

Griffon Vultures at the Salto
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A Blue Rock Thrush – one that refused to pop out into the sun (unless I had my back 
turned)

We left the park at 4pm and drove all the way back to Trujillo, it had become a little cloudy and the temperature 
had dropped somewhat but we decided to spend a little time in the Plaza Major in the centre of the town. It was 
a good choice because apart from the hoards of people, and flocks of pigeons, Jackdaws, Starlings and Sparrows 
we did see a pair of Red-rumped Swallows (last year one individual over-wintered there) and more Crag 
Martins.

More Griffon Vultures - this individual had some strange 'bare' patches on its  
chest

We arrived back at the guesthouse at 6pm well satisfied with our day in the ‘park’. We have one day left during 
which we have to search for sandgrouse and cranes, watch this space. 

DAY 9   -  OCTOBER    22  nd    2012   

Santa Marta – Monroy – Trujillo  - Campo Lugar - Madrigalejo Rice fields  - Moheda Reserve

Today we spent a lot of time in search of sandgrouse as both the Pin-tailed and the Black-bellied species had 
thus far eluded us. It was a dull overcast day, but it remained dry and got quite warm in the afternoon when the 
sun eventually broke through.

We began our day at 8:30am by driving up to and through Trujillo then onto the open grass fields near to Santa 
Marta, we checked a favoured field of the Pin-tailed Sandgrouse. Not a grouse in sight but we found 9 Great 
Bustards, Red Kite, Calandra Lark, Skylark, Meadow Pipit, lapwing and 3 or 4 Hoopoes. For the next two hours 
we made many stops as we drove to Santa Marta and up to the Monroy – Trujillo road. There were many birds 
in  the  fields  and  the  sky  always  had  vultures  or  kites  in  view.  We came  across  a  dead  cow which  was 
surrounded by Griffon Vultures; they were just starting to devour this ‘tasty morsel’.
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European Tree Frog

We also found a Black-winged Kite  sitting on a fence post and a male  Hen Harrier  chasing distant  larks. 
Another dead animal  had both Griffon and Black Vulture in attendance whilst  a ploughed field held 200+ 
lapwings and hundreds of Spotless Starlings; along the road we must have seen 10 Hoopoes, 15 Southern Grey 
Shrikes and thousands of Spanish Sparrows.

We gave up looking for sand grouse at 11:30am and drove into Trujillo to buy lunch and then we headed south 
towards the rice fields. We turned off the main road onto a country lane that led to Campo Lugar; we stopped to 
search the fields and to eat our picnic lunch. During this stop we found Raven, Hen Harrier, Marsh Harrier, Red 
Kite, hundreds of Lapwings and larks and to our great joy we found 3 Little Bustards in the grass not too far 
from the road. They walked away from us and eventually flew off high to join a huge flock of even more Little 
Bustards; there were at least 70 of them, a splendid sight. It was whilst we were watching the Bustards that a 
couple  of smaller  birds flew across our  line of  sight.  They turned out  to be Black-bellied  Sandgrouse we 
watched them until they landed in a nearby ploughed field, we drove nearer but failed to get good views of them 
as they walked over a brow in the field.

From the open fields we drove to the rice fields near Madrigalejo for our second visit. An hour search produced 
many sightings of Red Avadavat, Common Waxbill and Zitting Cisticola. We also found Hoopoe, Southern 
Grey Shrike, two Bluethroats, White Storks, Little Egrets, Serin, Spanish Sparrow, Cetti’s Warbler and Tree 
Sparrow.

For the latter part of the afternoon we drove to the new ‘Crane Reserve’ at Moheda. We parked near the raised 
embankment of the new reservoir and as we walked to edge of the embankment we found a couple of Dartford 
Warblers, a flock of Serin, Sardinian Warbler and we saw some distant Great Cormorants. Our view of the 
reservoir was unbroken from the top of the embankment and from there we logged: Great White Egret, Grey 
Heron, Little  Egret,  Kingfisher,  Mallard,  Shoveler,  Common Pochard,  Teal,  Northern Pintail,  Great crested 
Grebe, little Grebe, White Wagtail and a few Cattle Egrets flew over.

We walked half way round the reservoir and scanned the surrounding rice fields, this where we found our only 
Common Cranes of the trip! There was 42 of them feeding in the corner of the nearest field, a great result, but 
compared to last year, when we found several thousand Cranes in the same location on the same date, it was 
meagre,  to  say  the  least.  Further  species  seen  in  the  scrub  included:  Common  Chiffchaff,  Red Avadavat, 
Blackcap and Sardinian Warbler.

Finally we drove back towards our guest house but we decided to try the rice fields once more. So for half an 
hour we scoured the fields and hedgerows looking for Penduline Tit but came up with: Common Sandpiper, 
Green Sandpiper, Common Snipe, Water Pipit, Long-tailed Tit, Common Waxbill, Zitting Cisticola and lots of 
common species. From the rice fields we drove straight back to the guesthouse to prepare for dinner.
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DAY 10  -  OCTOBER 23  rd    2012   

EXTREMADURA  TO  ANDALUCIA  –  WITH  STOPS  AT  BONANZA  SALT  PANS  –  LAGUNA 
TARELO, TREBUJENA SALT MARSH AND LAGUNA TORREGUADIARO

We set off at 8:30am and drove directly to Sevilla; many species were noted from the bus but nothing new for 
the trip list.

After a lunch stop when we ate a lovely tapas sitting in warm sunshine we set off for our first birding stop at 
Trebujena marsh. We searched open water and enclosed lagunas for the rare Marbled Duck without success. A 
lot of ‘improvement’ work had been done recently to strengthen the laguna banks so we assumed the ducks had 
been disturbed. We did find: Greenshank, Black-winged Stilt, Avocet, Greater Flamingo, Marsh Harrier and 
lots of Shoveler.

At Laguna Tarelo we were again disappointed with the low number of birds, however we did see several White-
headed Ducks, Common Pochard, Black-necked Grebes, Little Grebe, Green Sandpiper, Common Sandpiper 
and a couple of Common Waxbills.

Common Waxbill

Most of the Salt Pans were also devoid of birdlife but the main laguna near the pumping station held quite a lot 
species. We were treated to a fishing exhibition by several Caspian Terns, they were joined by a single Little 
Tern, a couple of Sandwich Terns and after some debate and later consultation of the photo shown below we 
had found a White-winged Tern. Great stuff and a very good record.

Juvenile  White-winged  Tern  (formerly  White-winged  Black  
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Tern)

The water here also held several hundred Greater Flamingos and an amazing count of 22 Great Egrets; I have 
never seen so many in one place. Black Storks numbered 3 but were still much appreciated. A good selection of 
waders included 2 new species for our list: Spotted Redshank (14) and Little Stint (2), these were joined by: 
Sanderling, Dunlin, Curlew Sandpiper (6), Turnstone, Ruff (1) and more Avocet than you can shake a stick at.

Some of  the 22 Great  White  Egrets  seen at  Bonanza Salt  Pans + 1 Grey  
Heron

We also enjoyed great views of Slender-billed Gull, Red Kite, Booted Eagle, Griffon Vulture, Marsh Harrier 
and plenty of common species. The flies eventually drove us off as they constantly pestered us.

Our very last birding was done at the Laguna Torreguadiaro near Soto Grande on the coast; we were just 30 
minutes from home now so a quick stop in the late afternoon sun was welcomed by the group. We search the 
reed beds for a wintering Little Bittern without success but there were plenty of other birds to see in the shape 
of, Mallard, Teal, Gadwall, Moorhen, Coot, Kingfisher, Little Egret, barn Swallow and Crag Martin.

Well  that  concluded our  birding  tour  we had seen  a  commendable  172 species,  we had  some memorable 
sightings and happy memories of a fantastic trip to Coto Donana and Extremadura. Why not join us next year 
on this superb twin-destination tour for the best of Spanish birds in the autumn.
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LIST OF BIRDS RECORDED DURING THIS TRIP

1. Great Crested Grebe Podiceps nigricollis

2. Black-necked Grebe Podiceps cristatus

3. Little Grebe               Tachybaptus ruficollis

4. Cory’s Shearwater Calonectris diomedea

5. Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo

6. Northern Gannet Morus bassanus

7. Grey Heron Ardea cinerea

8. Purple Heron Ardea purpurea

9. Little Egret Egretta garzetta

10. Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis

11. Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax

12. Great White Egret             Casmerodius albus

13. Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia

14. Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus

15. White Stork Ciconia ciconia

16. Black Stork Ciconia nigra

17. Greater Flamingo Pheonicoptera roseus

18. Greylag Goose Anser anser

19. Mallard Anas platyrhynchos

20. Gadwall Anas strepera

21. Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata

22. Red-crested  Pochard               Netta rufina

23. Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca

24. Common Pochard Aythya ferina

25. White-headed Duck Oxyura leucocephala

26. Northern Pintail Anas acuta

27. Wigeon Anas penelope

28. Eurasian Teal Anas creca

29. Eurasian Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus

30. Black Vulture Aegypius monachrus

31. Osprey Pandian haliaetus

32. Red Kite Milvus milvus

33. Black Kite Milvus migrans

34. Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus

35. Bonelli's Eagle Aquila fasciatus

36. Booted Eagle Aquila pennatus

37. Spanish Imperial Eagle Aquila adalberti

38. Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus

39. Common Buzzard Buteo buteo

40. Western Marsh-Harrier Circus aeruginosus

41. Hen Harrier                     Circus cyaneus

42. Common or Eurasian Kestrel Falco tinnunculus

43. Lesser Kestrel Falco naummani

44. Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus

45. Merlin Falco columbarius

46. Water Rail Rallus aquaticus



47. Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa

48. Common or Eurasian Coot Fulica atra

49. Purple Swamphen Porphyrio martinicus

50. Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus

51. Common Crane Grus grus

52. Great Bustard Otis tarda

53. Little Bustard Tetrax tetrax

54. Eurasian Oystercatcher Haemantopus ostralegus

55. Pied Avocet          Recurvirostra avosetta

56. Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus

57. Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus

58. Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola

59. Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula

60. Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius

61. Kentish Plover            Charadrius alexandrinus

62. Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres

63. Ruff Philomachus pugnax

64. Dunlin Caladris alpina

65. Curlew Sandpiper Caladris feruginea

66. Sanderling Caladris alba

67. Little Stint Caladris minuta

68. Common Redshank Tringa totanus

69. Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus

70. Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia

71. Common Sandpiper Tringa hypoleucos

72. Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus

73. Eurasian Curlew Numenius torquata

74. Whimbrel Numenius phaeropus

75. Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa

76. Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponicus

77. Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago

78. Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus

79. Mediterranean Gull                Larus melanocephalus

80. Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis

81. Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 

82. Audouin's Gull Larus audouinii

83. Slender-billed Gull Larus genei

84. Caspian Tern Sterna caspia

85. Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis

86. Common Tern Sterna hirundo

87. Little Tern Sterna albifrons

88. White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus

89. Black-bellied Sandgrouse Pterocles orientalis

90. Feral Pigeon Columba livia domesticus

91. Common Wood-Pigeon Columba palumbus

92. Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocta

93. Monk Parakeet Myiopsitta monachus

94. Little Owl                      Athene noctua

95. White –rumped Swift Apus caffer

96. Common or River Kingfisher Alcedo atthis



97. Common or Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops

98. Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major

99. Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor

100. Eurasian Green Woodpecker Picus viridus sharpei

101. Skylark Alauda arvensis

102. Calandra Lark             Melanocorypha calandra

103. Woodlark                    Lullula arborea

104. Crested Lark                  Galerida cristata

105. Thekla Lark Galerida theklae

106. Lesser Short-toed Lark Calandrella rufescens

107. Eurasian Crag-Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris

108. Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica

109. Red-rumped Swallow  Hirundo daurica

110. Northern House-Martin Delichon urbica

111. Meadow Pipit                  Anthus pratensis

112. Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta

113. White Wagtail Motacilla motacilla alba

114. Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea

115. Zitting Cisticola                  Cisticola Juncidis

116. Cetti's Warbler                         Cettia cetti

117. Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla

118. Sardinian Warbler                Sylvia melancephala

119. Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans

120. Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis

121. Dartford Warbler                   Sylvia undata

122. Willow Warbler              Phylloscopus trochilis

123. Common or Eurasian Chiffchaff Pylloscopus collybita

124. Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus

125. European Pied-Flycatcher          Ficedula hypoleuca

126. Spotted Flycatcher                Muscicapa striata

127. Whinchat                     Saxicola rubetra

128. European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola

129. Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe

130. Black Wheatear Oenanthe leucura

131. Common Redstart Pheonicurus phoenicurus

132. Black Redstart                 Pheonicurus ochruros

133. European Robin Erithacus rubecula

134. Bluethroat Luscinia svecica

135. Mistle Thrush                    Turdus viscivorus

136. Song Thrush                    Turdus philomelos

137. Common or Eurasian Blackbird Turdos merula

138. Blue Rock-Thrush                 Monticola solitaries

139. Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus

140. Long-tailed Tit                  Aegithalos caudatus

141. Crested Tit                     Lophophanes cristatus

142. Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus

143. Great Tit Parus major

144. Eurasian Nuthatch   Sittia europaea

145. Short-toed Treecreeper        Certhia brachydactyla

146. Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes



147. Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius

148. Eurasian Magpie Pica pica

149. Azure-winged Magpie Cyanopica cyanus

150. Common or Northern Raven Corvus corax

151. Eurasian Jackdaw Corvus monedula

152. Red-billed Chough              Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax

153. Southern Grey Shrike  Lanius meridionalis

154. Eurasian Tree-Sparrow Passer montanus

155. House Sparrow Passer domesticus

156. Spanish Sparrow            Passer hispaniolensis

157. Rock Petronia  (Sparrow) Petronia petronia

158. Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris

159. Spotless Starling Sturnus unicola

160. Common Chaffinch Fringella coelobs

161. European Serin        Serinus serinus

162. European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis

163. European Greenfinch Carduelis chloris

164. Eurasian Linnet  Carduelis cannabina

165. Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes

166. Rock Bunting Emberiza cia

167. Corn Bunting                 Emberiza calandra

168. Cirl Bunting                     Emberiza cirlus

169. Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild

170. Yellow-crowned Bishop Euplectes afer

171. Red Avadavat Amandava amandava

172. African Silverbill Lonchura cantans
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