
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Leader Bob Buckler 

 

 

Participants:  

 

Paul Edlin 

Neil Robertson 

Mike Taylor 

Lorna Taylor 

 

 

 

The group assembled at a hotel near to the airport at Madrid on the evening of the 9
th

 June in readiness for 

this tour. We ate dinner together in the plaza in Barajas, it was raining, not a good start, but the food was 

tasty! 

DAY 1 - JUNE 10TH 2014  

MADRID TO BELCHITE WITH VISITS TO LOMAZA STEPPE AND EL PLANERON 

After last night's rain we awoke to a lovely clear blue sky. With bags packed we were ready to move at 7:30am, 

and so our tour began. Birds seen as we passed through the suburbs of Madrid included: Common & Pallid 

Swifts, White Stork, Spotless Starling, Wood Pigeon, Collared Dove and House Sparrow. 

We made good time. After a breakfast stop, then another stop to buy our picnic lunch and then a third stop to eat it 

(which produced Greenfinch, Cirl Bunting, Chaffinch and Turtle Dove), we arrived at our first scheduled stop 

some 15kms east of Belchite at the side of a river. During a 30 min stop we found: Black Redstart, Spotted 

Flycatcher, Griffon Vulture, Serin, Goldfinch, Great Tit and lots of House Sparrows. 

Our second scheduled stop was at the Lomaza Steppe nature reserve near Belchite, it was quite windy but we saw a 

few birds there. The whole area is managed for the conservation of Dupont's Lark. It is a bit late in the season so 

our chances of seeing this very elusive character were very low. Lots of Lesser Short-toed Larks sang and 

displayed around us, we also saw Crested Lark and Calandra Lark. 

Shortly afterwards we visited the superb reserve called El Planeron, again this is an expansive area of light arable 

farming and steppe, it is also managed for the Dupont's Lark. We never managed to find one but we found 

instead: Stone Curlew and lots of the other larks, all of those mentioned above plus several Thekla Larks. Also 

European Bee-eater, Black-bellied Sandgrouse (1) and Southern Grey Shrike. 

 

We then drove to our hotel which is found near Belchite and after checking in we had an hour or so looking over 

the terrain at the back of the hotel. A fairly good list was amassed in that short period: Eurasian Hoopoe, Rock 

Sparrow, Northern Wheatear, Red-billed chough, Alpine Swift, Greenfinch and Linnet. 

 

Our dinner was served at 8pm which was really enjoyed by the group, we then called the bird log and went off to 

bed. 

DAY 2 - JUNE 11TH 2013  

HOTEL RINCON DE CIERZO TO EL PLANERON – QUINTO (RIO EBRO) – LOS MONEGROS – 

HECHO VALLEY – HOTEL HECHO D’VAL 

 

http://wingspan2010news.blogspot.com.es/2013/06/zaragoza-pyrenees-picos-day-1-june-10th.html
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This long day began at 5am, we were out on the road at 5:30 in the dark, how nice!  We arrived at El Planeron at 

6am just as it was getting light, the reason for this madness? DUPONT’S LARK! Guess what? The lark stayed in 

bed or sat up and laughed at us. No Dupont’s Lark but plenty of other birdies. In fact the air was alive with lark-

song, Calandra, Short-toed, Lesser Short-toed, Thekla and Crested Lark all giving it large! 

 

We drove deeper into the reserve and as the light improved we could see the true brilliance of the landscape, the 

open steppe gave way to the most colourful escarpment and its true beauty became apparent as the sun came up. 

Wow, that was worth getting out of bed for, despite the lack of a lark! 

 

Over the next hour or so we sat in the hide adjacent to a lovely clear pool hoping for some Sandgrouse activity, but 

alas, that never occurred either. We heard the evocative call of the Stone Curlew and we saw several Southern 

Grey Shrikes, Red-legged Partridges, Eurasian Hoopoe (calling), Common Kestrel and a few dozen Corn 

Buntings. 

 

On the way back to the hotel we stopped to watch a Great Reed Warbler, Woodchat Shrike, a Blue Rock 

Thrush and a very strangely coloured Short-toed Eagle. The bird was perched, it had a completely snowy white 

head, breast and its back and wings were grey, flecked with white, extraordinary. 

 

After breakfast we packed up the bus with our luggage and set off for the Pyrenees. We made a last ditch effort to 

see Sandgrouse as we passed El Planeron, our efforts were rewarded with a couple of views of fly-over Pin-tailed 

Sandgrouse, but we also saw Little Owl, Red-billed Chough, Northern Wheatear, lots of Black Kites, Griffon 

Vultures and Common Kestrels. One ‘kettle’ of Griffon Vultures held 50+ birds! 

 

At Quinto the river Ebro winds it way down to the coast toward Barcelona, it is quite wide here but this year extra 

rain has made it flood its banks, it was still very full and fierce today. However, a few meanders and side pools 

held some slow flowing water and some birds. Our first stop produced 5 warblers in 5 minutes! Great Reed, Reed, 

Melodious, Cetti’s Warblers and Blackcap all showed for us. We also saw a couple of Purple Herons, Common 

Cuckoo, two Golden Orioles and plenty of Common Nightingales were singing. 

 

Our second stop at a junction in the river was also rewarding, we watched a Sand Martin colony that had just 

about escaped the high water mark and a Common Kingfisher had done just the same. Lots of White Storks 

appeared and even more Black Kites. We saw our first Common Buzzard as we drove further westward into an 

area cultivated for rice. In the rice paddies there were good numbers of Black-winged Stilts, Northern Lapwings 

(9), Common Ringed Plover (3) and three more Purple Herons with a Grey Heron and a couple of White 

Wagtails. 



 

We stopped to buy and eat lunch in Pina del Ebro, the plaza Espana was very nice and where we could watch many 

Common Swifts and several White Storks visiting their nests on the church tower whilst we ate. Before we made 

the final leg of the journey to the mountains we headed for Los Monegros, this is a wonderful wilderness of 

scrubland with small steep sided hills, some of the land is protected and still holds, the mythical  Dupont’s Lark. 

It is also an excellent place to see immature Golden Eagles, I suppose it is because there is a large population of 

Rabbits. We had several target species to look for and our first stop produced two of them. Spectacled Warblers 

are sometimes very hard to find but today we were lucky and one bird was performing its display flight whilst 

singing its head off, thank you very much! Whilst watching this lovely little beast we found a very smart looking 

Black-eared Wheatear which also showed extremely well, two targets in the bag. 

 

At the next stop I said, (just as we were getting out of the bus), “this is a good place to look for Golden Eagles” 

and Neil said, “there’s one”.  Yes it was, the first year eagle flew off a nearby hillside just as we pulled up, it 

circled right over us and even came back some 10 minutes later to do it again, fantastic. In the meantime we had 

found Dartford Warbler which was number four of our target species. We searched on for a Great Spotted 

Cuckoo but never found one, what we did find was quite distressing, a dead Golden Eagle handing from pylon, 

we couldn’t tell how it had died but whichever way it was, it wasn’t  natural, as the bird was probably only a 

second year bird. 

 

It was now 3pm so we had to set off for the mountains, as we approached the outskirts of Zaragoza we saw two 

more Golden Eagles, how fantastic was that? We then drove on the autovia passed Huesca and Jaca (we stopped 

on the east side of Jaca for a coffee break) to complete our trip. Journey birds included Carrion Crow, Red Kite, 

Black Kite, Marsh Harrier, Spotless Starlings but no Egrets or Herons.  

 

Along the Hecho valley we added Grey Wagtail and Red-backed Shrike to the tour list, both birds were seen 

from the bus as we sped by. We reached the village of Hecho where we were staying for one night, don’t ask! 

Tomorrow we are staying in the Hotel Uson for the remaining four nights of our stay in the Pyrenees.  

DAY 3 - JUNE 12TH  2013 

HECHO VALLEY - GABARDITO - UPPER HECHO VALLEY 

What a fantastic day! We awoke to a superb 

morning, clear blue sky, no wind and such a 

wonderful back drop to the village. After our 

breakfast we made the short journey to 

Garbadito which is a journey of some 10km 

from the village of Hecho. As we climbed 

through the dense forest and pine woods we 

saw: Bullfinch, Song Thrush, Common 

Blackbird and a couple of Red Kites perched 

on prominent dead branches. 

From the upper car park at Refugio Gabardito 

we saw our first Citril Finches, they sat in a 

dead tree and soon flew a little closer. We also 

saw some very brightly coloured Eurasian 

Linnets and a few Chaffinches, but the best 

sighting was of a few Common Crossbills 

feeding in the pines. Our walk through the 

forest towards the well known Wallcreeper nest site produced very little until we saw some large birds drifting 

across a cliff face on the other side of the valley. These birds turned out to be Lammergeiers, what a great find. 

The birds circled for a while and then one of them landed on a ledge and we could see through our telescopes that 

there was a young bird on a nest! 



 

Not long after we arrived at the Wallcreeper site we saw one of the birds approach a hole in the rock, then a 

second bird came out of the hole, they both flew off round the rock face. We then waited some 15 minutes before 

further activity and what activity it was. The male bird returned to the nest hole, he was carrying a bunch of 

flowers in his beak, no word of a lie, the female came out of the hole and he gave her the flowers, unbelievable, I 

have never seen such behaviour of any bird species. (must try it myself sometime!). 

Later the male came down from the nest and started scouring for food on the rock face just some 30 meters from 

us, it gave stunning views which we all enjoyed tremendously. I have to say that I have never had such great views 

of Wallcreeper in all my life. 

Other birds seen on and around the cliff face included: Alpine Swift, Red-billed and Alpine Choughs, Crag 

Martin, Griffon Vulture and as we walked through the woods we saw: Crested Tit, Coal Tit and we heard 

European Robin, Wren and a Green Woodpecker. 

We ate our lunch back at the Refugio where we had even better views of Citril Finch and more views of Griffon 

Vultures. We then drove back down to the river and headed to the upper section of the Hecho Valley. We then 

spent the rest of the afternoon scouring the valley, river and the mountain sides for new species. We got great 

views of Garden Warbler, Red-backed Shrike, Yellowhammer, Linnet, Grey Wagtail, Dipper and several 

Egyptian Vultures drifted up and down the valley, occasionally landing on the mountain side. We also saw 

Alpine Marmot, Pyrenean Chamois and lots of butterflies. A couple of nice orchids were also on show: Early 

Purple and Provence Orchid were very common and lots of Gentians displayed their brilliant blue in the grassy 

slopes. But the best spectacle of the day was the appearance of some 150 Choughs, a mixed flock, they circled on 

the skyline and landed in the high mountains to feed on the grassy knolls. Occasionally they would take to the air, 

what a magnificent sighting. Just to top this sighting another Lammergeier drifted along the same skyline, this 

majestic giant was there to show us that it was king of the valley. 

It was now 5pm so we left the mountains and drove back to hotel. We met up at 7pm and had a lovely fish dinner 

before retiring for the night.  

 

 DAY 4 - JUNE 13TH 2013 

HECHO VALLEY - ANSO VALLEY - RONCAL VALLEY - BELAGUA PASS - FORET D'ISSAUX -

ASTUN - RIO GAS - ROAD TO ARRES - SOTOS DE MARTES 

 

This was a day of mixed fortunes with the weather, the morning was a bit of a wipe-out due to low cloud, but the 

afternoon was quite the opposite with glorious sunshine.  

 

We started with a walk along the lane just outside the hotel at 6:30am, it was very quiet and we didn't see much. 

Red Kite, Garden Warbler, Cirl Bunting, Song Thrush and not much else, but it was a clear morning and dry. 

 

After breakfast we set off for a trip into the mountains hoping for views of several species not yet seen, including 

Black Woodpecker. Just before the town of Hecho we stopped to look at group of Egyptian Vultures that were 

perched on a hill side, there were 15 of them, they all flew off as we got nearer trying to photograph them. A 

second stop produced Garden Warbler, Common Nightingale (singing) and a Common Raven. 

 

We drove across to the Anso Valley which runs parallel to the Hecho Valley where we were staying. A few stops 

in that valley produced very little so we drove to Zorita at the head of the valley, birds seen along the way were 

Mistle Thrush, Egyptian Vulture, Grey Wagtail, White Wagtail and a Red-backed Shrike. 

 

Having not heard a single woodpecker we drove across to a third valley called Roncal. This has a road that winds 

its way up over the top of the Belagua pass and drops down into France. We worked our way up this road and as 

we got above the tree line we stopped to look at orchids and a few birds. Our first Water Pipits showed well, they 



were singing and parachuting in flight display. We also saw Black Redstart, Northern Wheatear and lots of 

Red-billed and Alpine Choughs. 

 

From the top we could see a thick bank of cloud 

coming in from the west, we had been warned of a 

thunderstorm coming in the afternoon, it was a little 

early. Thunder grumbled in the distance so we 

made haste to the border trying to keep ahead of the 

bad weather. Near the border we found more 

Water Pipits, some Eurasian Linnets and a male 

Ring Ouzel was singing from the top of a bush. 

 

The cloud came in and blocked our views 

completely so we drove down into France to try to 

below the cloud. But that didn't happen, it got 

worse, the cloud thickened and it started to rain. 

Some 30 minutes later we finally broke out of the 

cloud as we headed back to Spain along another 

route. A quick stop to eat our picnic lunch found us 

watching a couple of Red Kites and some Blue 

Tits! 

 

We drove back into Spain at Somport and 

immediately hit thick cloud again. Our visit to Astun was a waste of time, the visibility was virtually zero, we saw 

Black Redstart, Grey Wagtail and a couple of Yellowhammers. 

 

We decided to forget the mountains and drove down the valley into Spain stopping at Candanchu for coffee before 

passing through Jaca and onto towards the hecho Valley. The lower we got the better the weather became, blue sky 

appeared and sun shine at last. 

 

Our stop at the Rio Gas was to look for Woodpeckers but all we got instead was Spotted Flycatcher and Golden 

Orioles, very nice though. It started to rain, heavy thunder spots fell on us for a short while but then the sky cleared 

and the rest of the afternoon was wonderful. We drove along a road towards Arres which runs parallel to the river 

Aragon, large open fields were on one side and open scrub on the other, we spent a lovely time stopping at three 

locations and listing some nice species. 

 

Many Corn Buntings were singing, Crested Larks flew off the track as we passed and Cirl Buntings sang from 

the wires. We stopped to look at some Stonechats and discovered a beautiful male Ortolan Bunting which also 

sang to us. A Tawny Pipit was another good find as it sat on a bush and posed well for the cameras. 

  

After a few kilometers we came to a large bridge over the river, we parked up and walked into an area of 

woodland, scrub and open reed marshes, called Sotos de Martes. The area was alive with bird song and good 

numbers of European Bee-eaters were flying around us. We found our first European Robin, were heard Cetti’s 

Warbler, Common Chiffchaff, Garden Warbler, Common Nightingale, Common Cuckoo and we saw 

Eurasian Hoopoe, Green Woodpecker and Great Spotted Woodpecker, Grey Heron, Yellow-legged Gull and 

a Turtle Dove. 

 

It was now approaching 6pm so we set off back to the Hecho Valley and up to the hotel for dinner. 

 

 

 



DAY 5 - JUNE 14TH 2013 

HECHO - ALASTUEY ROAD - SAN JUAN DE LA PENA MONASTERY - GALLEGO RIVER VALLEY 

- EMBALSE SOTONERO - RIGLOS - AGUERO - ALASTUEY ROAD AND SANTA CRUZ FOR OWLS 

AND NIGHTJARS 

 

It was a packed programme today which provided lots of good birding opportunities, we had much better weather 

and lots more success than yesterday. 

 

A pre-breakfast walk by some of the group produced one new bird for the trip, a Firecrest was seen well, along the 

lane next to the hotel. Other birds seen during the walk included; Crested Tit, Song Thrush, Garden Warbler 

and Blackcap. 

 

We spent the rest of day down the valley in the Pyrenean foothills, we had glorious sunshine all day and a nice 

breeze kept us from frying as the temperature went up to 32C at times. As we drove down the Hecho valley we saw 

Egyptian Vulture, Red Kite and a flock of some 15 Black Kites were sitting on the wires. 

A quick stop at the small oak 

woodland on the Alastuey road gave 

us our first Bonelli's Warbler but 

efforts to track down an Orphean 

Warbler failed. At the Monastery of 

San Juan de la Pena we had a great 

time, as soon as we arrived we saw a 

couple of Citril Finches in the car 

park. Our walk through the pine 

woods gave us sightings of Coal Tit, 

Wood Nuthatch (a family party), 

European Robin and we heard 

another couple of Bonelli's 

Warblers. At the mirador we had 

fantastic views across the Aragon 

Plains to the high peaks of the 

Pyrenees, a truly beautiful vista and it 

would have been better if clouds 

were not obscuring the snow-capped 

peaks. 

 

Whilst we were standing there we located a Great Spotted Woodpecker because heard it tapping on a dead tree, 

then a few minutes later, and to our great delight a Black Woodpecker appeared just below us on our left. It 

showed really well for a few seconds then it flew across the top of the woods below us and disappeared, what a 

result we had searched several places for this almost 'mythical' bird. 

From the Monastery we drove down the entire length of the Gallego valley following the river down to the 

'embalse' near Riglos.  We stopped several times and found an interesting selection of species and some nice 

orchids. We added Booted Eagle to our trip list and had great views of a perched Short-toed Eagle, we saw 

European Bee-eaters, Reed Warblers, Crag Martins lots of Common Swifts and we heard a Common 

Cuckoo. 

 

After stopping to buy our picnic lunch we set off for the huge embalse at Sotonero, this reservoir was full to 

capacity and had flooded a few fields on the western side. This wasn't good for us as we wanted to walk along the 

western shore looking for Penduline Tit, it also made this section too deep for ducks and waders. 



We made several attempt to get good views of the water but were thwarted by the water level which had flooded 

the shoreline woodland, we did see a flock of Cattle Egrets, several Purple Herons, also Grey Heron, Mallard, 

Gadwall, Great Crested Grebe, a couple of Marsh Harriers and a Common Coot. Other stops in the woodland 

around the shore produced Orphean Warbler, lots of Crested Larks and also a couple of singing Woodlarks. 

Other sightings were of Greenfinches, Goldfinches, Linnets and Serins. At one point we had very close views of 

a Eurasian Hoopoe that remained stationary for quite a while allowing us to photograph it. 

We left the area at 4pm after a nice coffee stop, we made one more stop at a small feeder river near the reservoir, 

we searched for Penduline Tit but instead we and came up with Reed Warbler, Cetti's Warbler (heard) and 

Zitting Cisticola. 

Brief stops were made at both Riglos and Aguero to look at the fantastic scenery and to watch the vultures, this 

provided our last new bird of the day in the shape of a pair of Peregrine Falcons. We also saw Red-billed 

Chough, Common Raven and Common Kestrel. 

We got back at the hotel for 6pm and took an early dinner, by 8:45pm we were back on the road again, this time we 

went searching for owls and nightjars. Not a really successful night but we did hear Common Nightjar and almost 

ran one over and we had a very brief sighting of a Scop's Owl which flew from a tree just after it called. Not a 

sight nor sound of the hoped for Eagle Owl!!  In bed by 11:45pm - a long day over! 

DAY 6 - JUNE 15TH 2013.  

HECHO VALLEY - RIO ARAGON - ASTUN & CANDANCHU SKI RESORTS - ARRES ROAD AND 

SOTOS DE MARTES 

Yet another superb day of wonderful weather, beautiful 

scenery and some great bird sightings. The temperature 

rose from 12C to 33C but as usual there was a breeze to 

cool us down a little. 

Last night at the 'Eagle Owl stake-out' I bumped into 

someone I knew from previous visits to the area and he 

told me of a Wryneck nest site. So today our first port 

of call was the very same site and sure enough we had 

superb views of a pair of Wrynecks visiting their nest 

hole. The male returned first with a gift of food, he 

called several times before entering the hole, the female 

wasn't there, so out he popped and called from a nearby 

branch. Eventually she returned  and he gave her the 

food and they both flew off. In the same area we also 

saw Golden Oriole and our first Common Sandpiper 

of the trip. 

Next we drove through Jaca and on up to Candanchu ski resort to look for the Rock Thrush that we had missed 

the other day. As soon as we got out of the car we spotted one, a lovely male sitting on a large rock and 

occasionally singing, what a great find. We also found Water Pipit, Black Redstart, Alpine Chough and a 

Common Raven. 

At Astun Ski resort we stopped to watch a small flock of Citril Finches with Eurasian Linnets and we saw 

Alpine Marmot. In the ski resort itself we sat down in the bright sunshine to eat our lunch and as we did so we 

found Crag Martin, Dipper, Yellowhammer, Water Pipit and we saw some distant Chamois on the snow high 

up on the mountainside. Next we had unbelievable views of Lammergeier as a pair drifted down the valley 

towards us. The birds were 'play-fighting' all the time and they locked talons on several occasions, they even 

tumbled down some 40 meters whilst locked in pseudo battle, what a great sight. 

http://wingspan2010news.blogspot.com.es/2013/06/zaragoza-pyrenees-picos-day-6-june-15th.html


We spent the rest of the afternoon back down the valley on the plains of Aragon between Jaca and Berdun. We 

spent some time looking for warbler in a small oak woodland on the Alastuey road, but we only found Bonelli's 

Warbler and several nice butterflies. 

On the Arres road we stopped where it opens out to arable fields and scrub on the other side of the road. There we 

found an Ortolan Bunting with Corn Buntings on the wires. There we also saw Cirl Bunting, Stonechat, 

Eurasian Linnets and a lovely Eurasian Hobby flew over us. 

 

We finally spent our last hour at the  lovely riverside habitat of the Sotos de Martes reserve, it was still very warm 

but a nice breeze blew from the river, We searched for Penduline Tit but never found one. We did see lots of 

European Bee-eaters, a Eurasian Hoopoe, Eurasian Chiffchaff, Golden Oriole, Short-toed Treecreeper, 

Garden Warbler, Common Nightingale and a Common Cuckoo put in a brief appearance. We also heard 

Cetti's Warbler and a Turtle Dove. 

It was soon time to drive back to the hotel for the last time, tomorrow we are heading off to the Picos de Europa to 

complete the last 3 days of our tour. 

DAY 7 - JUNE 16TH 2013..  

TRANSFER DAY   -  PYRENEES TO THE PICOS  - WITH SEVERAL STOPS, NOT MUCH BIRDING 

AND NOT MANY BIRDS!!! 

 

7:30AM  - breakfast -  another superb 

morning, clear blue sky not a breath of air 

and the most beautiful scenery you can 

image. 

 

8:30am - departure  - we said goodbye to 

our hosts at hotel Uson and set off on the 

long journey to the Picos. 

9:00am  - our first stop in the mountains 

of the Anso Valley - very beautiful too. 

We watched an Orphean Warbler 

singing from a dead twig on the top of a 

bush. Other birds seen on the journey, 

Eurasian Jay, Carrion Crow, Magpie, 

Griffon Vulture, Black Kite & Red 

Kite. 

9:30am  -  stop off in the Foz de Binies Gorge. Imagine a gorge twice as high, three times as long and 10 time more 

impressive than Cheddar Gorge then you have Foz de Binies.  We spent a neck breaking 30 minutes looking for 

Blue Rock Thrush and Rock Bunting but neither turned up! We did see Black Redstart, Blackcap, Song 

Thrush and lots of Griffon Vultures. 

 

10:30am  - stop off at the huge reservoir at Yesa on the road to Pamplona, too much water, not enough muddy 

shoreline. We saw Great Crested Grebe, Great Cormorant, Yellow-legged Gull and a Grey Heron 

 

12 noon   - coffee stop at Logrono - Booted Eagle seen from the bus, lots of Common Swifts as we sat drinking 

coffee. 

 

12:45 - lunch stop on the road to Burgos from Logrono.  Chaffinch and European Robin joined us for lunch. 
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2pm  -   we arrived at the Embalse de Ebro on the way the west coast. Again there was too much water and not 

many birds.  Gadwall, Mallard, White Stork and lots of Black Kites. 

 

4pm -  arrived at San Vicente, a beautiful seaside town on the west coast. The tide was low with the huge salt 

marsh exposed and lots of mud for waders. What did we see? Zilch!  Not a single wader, only a few groups of 

loafing Gulls. Yellow-legged, Lesser-black Backed and Black-headed Gulls. Unbelievable!! 

 

5pm  - drove into Unquera and searched the salt marsh there - nothing - no waders!  We logged Stonechat and 

White Wagtail. 

 

5:30pm we set off for the last leg our journey into the Picos. Passing through Unquera and Panes to arrive at 

Arenas de Cabrales. The Picos mountains looked superb with lots of snow on the peaks, when I say peaks we are 

only talking about 2600 meters about half the height of the Pyrenees. 

 

6pm - arrived at Torrecerrado Hotel in Arenas. Ready for a cold beer I must say. 

 

Very disappointed with the bird list today. I expected to add 20 new species  - instead we only got 3! 

 

DAY 8 - JUNE 17TH 2013.  

PICOS DE EUROPA - PEMBES VILLAGE - POTES - FUENTE DE 

 

Our last full day of the trip and our last opportunity for birding and it all nearly ended in tears!!  We awoke at 6am 

in readiness for a pre-breakfast walk but, disaster, it was pouring with rain. A real catastrophe as we had planned to 

go up on the cable car to the high peaks, but thick low cloud and pouring rain, meant that wasn't going to happen. 

We ate breakfast at 7am and decided to drive into the mountains in the hope that the rain would ease off, but it 

didn't. We stopped at the village of Pembes to look for woodland species. This village is absolutely fascinating, it's 

just like walking back into the 17th - 18th century, every building, door, fence, window looked about 300-400 

years old, what an amazing place. The village was full of birds because there are so many holes, broken tiles, nooks 

and crannies for them to nest in. We saw Barn Swallow, lots of Black Redstarts, even a couple of Common 

Redstarts, also Spotted Flycatcher, Robin, 

Great Tit and Blue Tit. 

We spent a couple of hours walking along lanes,  

the rain did eased off a little, but we just got 

soaked and eventually gave up and returned to the 

bus. 

Next we  decided to Visit Fuente De in the hope 

that the high peaks were free of cloud, but they 

were not, in fact the weather was even worse 

there. We stopped for a coffee and never saw the 

Teleferico (cable car) go up the mountain once. So 

we retreated back down the valley and stopped in 

Potes to buy lunch, we then drove out of town and 

into a country lane which took us back into the 

hills. We found an appropriate place to eat our 

lunch and whilst we were doing so the rain 

stopped, hooray! 
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For the next hour we walked around the vicinity of the bus and found several woodland species: Great Spotted 

Woodpecker, Wren, Jay, Song Thrush, Chaffinch and Serin. The weather continued to improve and some small 

patches of blue sky appeared. This encouraged us to return to Fuente De to try the cable car once again. 

To our great joy the cable car was running but we could see that the cloud still shrouded the high peaks and it 

looked grim. However, not deterred we decided to give it a go and promptly paid our money and off we went. It 

was now 3pm so we didn't have much time at the top. The 

dense cloud was very thick and it was cold as we left the 

buildings at the Mirador de Cable at the top of the mountains. 

But the first thing we saw was an Alpine Accentor feeding 

just a couple of meters from the door. How cool was that? 

This warmed our enthusiasm so we set off for a walk in the 

mist. We hadn't gone too far we heard the song of the Water 

Pipit and during a small break in the cloud we located the 

bird, it even went up and performed its parachute display 

flight. Next a Black Redstart began to sing and we soon 

found that too. 

The breaks in the cloud got longer and longer and after about 

30 minutes we had good clear views of up 500 meters. We 

could see the high peaks towering above us and wide snow-covered valleys below, it all looked very spectacular 

and it was literally breath-taking (it was very cold and the air was very thin). 

 

After a walk of some 800 meters we arrived at a fork in the track and this was the spot where I had seen Snow 

Finch on previous tours. We scanned the mountainside and the high peaks and discovered a Wallcreeper, this bird 

flew right down and landed very close, it fed for a while before disappearing over a ridge. More Alpine Accentors 

appeared and we found Northern Wheatear, Rock Thrush, lots of Alpine Chough and a few Red-billed 

Chough. 

Next came the exciting bit, we located a 

couple of birds down below us on the 

edge of a snow patch, we thought that 

they were Snow Finches but they were 

lost out of sight. Then a flock of eight 

Snow Finches flew from our left and 

landed just 20 meters away to our right. 

They looked absolutely superb sitting on 

some boulders, their white wing patches 

showing up really well. They soon flew 

off giving another great flight display of 

colour. Fantastic, job done, we had seen 

all of the montane species in just 2 hours 

and now the sun was shining too! 

 

 

Our walk back to the Teleferico was 

delayed by lots of stops to look at the 

birds but we also found a small group of Chamois and lots of brightly coloured moths that seemed to be emerging 

in their hundreds. We attracted a small flock of Alpine Choughs by throwing them biscuit crumbs. These birds 

were incredibly tame and even took food from my hand. 

We jumped back into the cable car for the ride down some 880 meters which only took three and a half minutes 

and the views from the car were truly amazing. 



It was now 6pm, we grabbed a quick coffee before heading back to our hotel for an 8pm dinner. So the day started 

as if it was going to be a complete wash-out, but turned out to be fantastic in the end. It was a fitting and rewarding 

end to a very enjoyable tour.  

 

DAY 9 - JUNE 18TH 2013.  

ARENAS DE CABRALES TO MADRID 

We had a long drive ahead of us back to Madrid but we still had time for a morning walk in the fields behind the 

hotel. It was quite quiet at first but we listed a few nice species before breakfast. A pair of Red-backed Shrikes 

showed well and we tracked down a pair of Green Woodpeckers. We also had good views of Eurasian Linnet, 

European Greenfinch, Stonechat, Blackcap and some European Goldfinches.  

The journey to Madrid was uneventful except that we saw our only Montagu’s Harrier of trip and even then only 

a couple of us saw it! We arrived at Madrid airport at 2pm in good time for all they flights. 

Despite the very unusual cold and wet weather we had amassed 

just under 140 species in the 7 days despite losing two half 

days to rain and cloud. Most reservoirs were full to capacity 

and rivers were almost overflowing which restricted the 

number of species seen on them. 

All the montane Specialties were seen well: Lammergeier, 

Wallcreeper, Citril Finch, Rock Thrush, Water Pipit, Ring 

Ouzel, Alpine Accentor, Snow Finch, Alpine and Red-billed 

Chough, Griffon and Egyptian Vulture, Red Kite and many 

more. It was a really great tour, why not join us for the 2014 

Tour? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIES RECORDED  10
TH

 – 18
TH

 JUNE 2013 
 

1  Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus √ 

2  Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo √ 

3  Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis √ 

4  Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea √ 

5  Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea √ 

6  White Stork  Ciconia ciconia √ 

7  Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos √ 

8  Gadwall  Anas strepera √ 

9  Lammergeier Gypaetus barbatus √ 

10  Egyptian Vulture  Neophron percnopterus √ 

11  Eurasian Griffon Vulture  Gyps fulvus √ 

12  Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus √ 

13  Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo √ 

14  Black Kite  Milvus migrans √ 

15  Red Kite  Milvus milvus √ 

16  Booted Eagle  Aquila pennatus √ 

http://wingspan2010news.blogspot.com.es/2013/06/zaragoza-pyrenees-picos-day-8-june-17th.html


17  Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos √ 

18  Short-toed Snake-Eagle  Circaetus gallicus                   √ 

19  Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus √ 

20  Montagu's Harrier  Circus pygargus √ 

21  Eurasian Hobby  Falco subbuteo √ 

22  Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus √ 

23  Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus √ 

24  Common Quail  Coturnix coturnix H 

25  Red-legged Partridge   Alectoris rufa √ 

26  Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus √ 

27  Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra √ 

28  Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus √ 

29  Stone Curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus √ 

30  Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula √ 

31  Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus √ 

32  Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos √ 

33  Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis  √ 

34  Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus √ 

35  Black-headed Gull  Larus ridibundus √ 

36  Pin-tailed Sandgrouse  Pterocles alchata √ 

37  Black-bellied Sandgrouse  Pterocles orientalis √ 

38  Rock Dove /Feral Pigeon Columba livia  √ 

39  Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur  √ 

40  Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto √ 

41  Common Woodpigeon  Columba palumbus  √ 

42  Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus √ 

43  Tawny Owl Strix aluco H 

44  Scop’s Owl Otus scops √ 

45  Little Owl  Athene noctua √ 

46  European Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus √ 

47  Alpine Swift Apus melba √ 

48  Common Swift  Apus apus √ 

49  Pallid Swift  Apus pallidus                        √ 

50  Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis √ 

51  European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster √ 

52  Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops √ 

53  Green Woodpecker Picus viridus √ 

54  Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major √ 

55  Black Woodpecker Drycopus martius √ 

56  Wryneck Jynx torquatta √ 

57  Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra √ 

58  Wood Lark  Lullula arborea √ 

59  Crested Lark  Galerida cristata √ 

60  Thekla Lark Galerida theklae  √ 

61  Greater Short-toed Lark  Calandrella brachydactyla  √ 

62  Lesser Short-toed Lark Calandrella rufescens √ 

63  Eurasian Crag Martin  Hirundo rupestris √ 

64  Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica √ 

65  Sand Martin Riparia riparia √ 

66  House Martin  Delichon urbica √ 

67  Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris √ 

68  Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta √ 



69  White Wagtail  Motacilla alba √ 

70  Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea √ 

71  White Throated Dipper Cinclus cinclus √ 

72  Dunnock Prunella modularis √ 

73  Alpine Accentor Prunella collaris √ 

74  European Robin  Erithacus rubecula √ 

75  Common Nightingale  Luscinia megarhynchos √ 

76  Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros                 √ 

77  Common Redstart Phoenicurous phoenicurus √ 

78  European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola √ 

79  Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe √ 

80  Black-eared Wheatear  Oenanthe hispanica                   √ 

81  Song Thrush Turdus philomelos √ 

82  Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus                    √ 

83  Eurasian Blackbird  Turdus merula √ 

84  Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus √ 

85  Blue Rock-Thrush  Monticola solitarius                 √ 

86  Rock Thrush Monticola saxatilis √ 

87  Garden Warbler Sylvia borin √ 

88  Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla √ 

89  Western Orphean Warbler  Sylvia hortensis                     √ 

90  Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala                 √ 

91  Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata √ 

92  Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata √ 

93  Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis                   √ 

94  Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti                         √ 

95  Great Reed-Warbler  Acrocephalus arundinaceus            √ 

96  Eurasian Reed-Warbler   Acrocephalus scirpaceus √ 

97  Melodious Warbler  Hippolais polyglotta                 √ 

98  Western Bonelli’s Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli √ 

99  Eurasian Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus colybita √ 

100  Firecrest  Regulus ignicapillus √ 

101  Wren   Troglodytes trogladytes √ 

102  Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata √ 

103  Great Tit   Parus major √ 

104  Coal Tit  Parus ater √ 

105  Eurasian Blue Tit  Parus caeruleus √ 

106  Crested Tit  Parus cristatus                      √ 

107  Wallcreeper Tichodroma muraria √ 

108  Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla √ 

109  Eurasian Nuthatch Sittia europae √ 

110  Southern Grey Shrike   Lanius meridionalis √ 

111  Red-backed Shrike  Lanius collurio                      √ 

112  Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator √ 

113  Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica √ 

114  Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius √ 

115  Eurasian Jackdaw  Corvus monedula √ 

116  Red-billed Chough  Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax              √ 

117  Alpine Chough Pyrrhocorax graculus √ 

118  Carrion Crow Corvus corone √ 

119  Common or Northern Raven  Corvus corax √ 

120  Spotless Starling  Sturnus unicolor √ 



121  Eurasian Golden-Oriole  Oriolus oriolus √ 

122  House Sparrow  Passer domesticus √ 

123  Eurasian Tree-Sparrow  Passer montanus     √ 

124  Rock Sparrow  Petronia petronia                    √ 

125  Snowfinch  (White-winged) Montifringilla nivalis √ 

126  Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs √ 

127  Eurasian Linnet  Carduelis cannabina √ 

128  European Goldfinch   Carduelis carduelis √ 

129  European Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris √ 

130  Citril Finch Carduelis citrinella √ 

131  European Serin  Serinus serinus √ 

132  Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula √ 

133  Common Crossbill Loxia curvirostra √ 

134  Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana √ 

135  Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella √ 

136  Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus                      √ 

137  Corn Bunting  Miliaria calandra √ 
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