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PRE-TOUR DAY - SUNDAY 7™ MAY 2017

TAVIRA SALT MARSH - RIA FORMOSA WEST i BARRANCHO DO VELHO i PRAIA DE
FARO 7 QUINTA DO LAG O

| teamed up with Mike and Lorna at Londar these two préour nightsin Portugal, they are joining
usfor the forthcoming fay tour. After spending most of Saturday travelling from Mytline, Lesvos to
Faro, Portugal via London, England we arrivedat hotel at midnight last night. That did not deter us
from meeting at 7arthis morningfor breakfast before setting off for a whirlwind tour of \h&stern
Algarve today

The saltpans and marshes around our superb hotel held lots of species, we saw 16 spesiessof
throughout the day as well as 36 other birds. The weather was hot but a cooling ocean breeze stopp
us from frying.

We first drove inland to check out a rivealley near Barrancho where a number of woodland species
can be found as well as thegswility of Eagles and Whiteumped Swift. This very picturesque and
popular spot was swamped with people, a sponsored walk was underway when we got there, the c
park was crammed with cars, we squeezed in but spent very little time there. A littipradliced
Redrumped Swallow, Serin, Jay, Golden Oriole, Sardinian Warbler and some common woodland
species.

Back on the coast we visited part of the Ria Formosa natural P@nkirsta do Marim just outside of
Olhao where two contrasting lagaameld a nurber of species. One lagoon was deep and consisted of
saltwater, the other was shallow with scrapes and islaatls brackish pooldMost of the birds were
feeding in the latter, a large flock of Bailed Godwits were joined by Red Knot, Dunlin, Kehtend
Ringed Plover, Redshank, Sanderling and Turnstone.

Little Terns were dashing all ovehe siteand as we walked along the shoreline we added Great
Cormorant and Whimbrel.
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The large expanse of marshland and tidal lagoons near Praia de Faro wdresyewith tourists and
Sunday walkers but we managed to find some quiet spots where we enjoyed watching Eurasia
Spoonbills, Iberian Magpies, Eurasian Hoopoes and a few Gadwall, Coots and Grey Plover.

We finished early and after a short relaxation pehback at the hotel we set off tollect Mervyn from

the airport, Mervyn is going to drive the second minibus after we have collected the group tomorrow.
At 8pm we all enjoyed a fantastic meal back at the hotel.

DAY 1 i Monday 8™ MAY 2017

ARRIVAL AT F ARO AIRPORT i TRANSFER TO MERTOLA WITH STOPS AT CASTRO
MARIM T GUADIANA VALLEY 1 PEREIRO RESERVOIR

WEATHER: Hot and sunny all day, breezy pm. Top temp 32C

The four of us met at 6:30am for a quick bit of birdbejore breakfastWWe left our hotel, whiclits

right in the middle of the marsh and close to Tavira salt pans, and drove a short distance to the beach
area. We found a Little Owl on the ruins of a fort and a small flock of Red Knot with Dunlin, Ruddy
Turnstone, Ringed and Kentish Plover and a YalNow-legged Gulls.

The salt pans nearby held dozens of Waders, with Pied Avocet,-Blagkd Stilt, Dunlin, Curlew
Sandpiper, Little Stint, Redshank, Ringed and Kentish Plover and a few Mallards, Gadwall and
Eurasian Spoonbills. A fHpy Stone Curlewvas nice to see too.

From our breakfast table we saw Sardinian Warhlst outside the windovard flocks of Greater
Flamingo flew passedin the distanceWe then left for Faro Airport to collect 9 members of the
Cheltenham Bird Club and over the next hete collected a second minibus, the group and added
Common Waxbill, Greenfinch and Jay to our list. The group arrived a little late but by 10:30 we were
on the road heading for Castro Marim natural park found on the border withsepa@n30km away

We gent a good hour at Castro Marim which sits on the banks of the Rio Guadeniis moutland
consist of brackish lagoons, grass banks, salt pans and some scrub. We saw a good variety of bir
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whilst enjoying the lovely sunshine and appreciating theliegobreeze.The pans held a dozen
different species of waders amdso Eurasian Spoonbill, Greater Flamingo, Little Tern and Common
Shelduck. We also logged dozens of both Pallid and Common Swifts, Eurasian Hoopoe, Iberian Gre
Shrike and Zitting Cistical.

For the rest of thefernoon we worked our wayorthward following the course of the Guadiana River

to Mértolawhere we are staying for the next four nights. We stopped several times, mainly at bridges
where we had great views over the picturessgmery. We saw many species, theghlights being;

Crag Martin, Redumped Swallows, Golden Orioles, Spotted Flycatcher and Barn Swididglings.
Onemegahighlight wast he f i ndi ng of two Bo n-eudtiowedblsgh dhdhg!| e s
brow of hil andwe also saviwo Shorttoed Eagles soaring above us.

We made two further stops before arrivingMertola at 6:15pm. The first was at the Reservoir just
outside of Pereiro where our two target speweie found withouttoo mucheffort. The first wa the
beautifulCollared Pratincol®f which we saw half a dozen and the other was the plain looking Greater
Shorttoed Lark which was equally appreciated by the group.

Our last stop was at another bridge near Mértola where we saw more Golden Oricte&oBku
Thrush and Crag Matrtins.

We settled into rooms at the hotel which overlooks Rheer Oeirasbefore sitting down to a lovely
traditional Portuguesmeal. Our birdog call revealed that wiead seen 51 species so far.

DAY 2 i TUESDAY 9™ MAY 2017

MERTOLA GORGE i ALENTEJO PLAINS i ENTRADAS i CASTRO VERDE
Weather: a cloudy, misty start then broken sunshine until 4pm then rain showers. Top temp 28C
We had a superb first déywas cloudy and a little misty to start with but it soon cleared. Weeditos

short distance to the Gorge on the edge of the town, it was only 500 meters away but it involved a lot c
steps so driving was the quickest optiés.we got out of the bus we heard a Eurasian Hoopoe calling,
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we located the bird which was sitting thehighest point of the Castle, some 300 meters away, the call
carried a long way.

Thelovely old bridge spanning the River Oeiraad ledges on each of the arched support columns and
on each ledge the local conservation group had attached 4 nest boxed miosth had been taken
over by LesseiKestrels. Wewatched these lovely birds flying around or perched on wires it was
inspiring to see such a successful conservation scheme working.

We then walked along a track leading further into the gorge stopgiagewve hagranoramic views of

the river some 100 meters below us. The sky cleared and the light improved dramatically just as w
found our first Golden Oriole! Over the next 45 minutes we found Blue Rock Thrush, a very obliging
Rock Bunting, Common Kingsher, lots of Spotless Starlings, Iberian Magpies and the sky was always
full of hirundines mainly House Martins

After breakfast we made ouway towards Castro Verde theentre ofthe Portuguese Bustard
population the landscape consisted of eypaidls woodland, codoak Dehesa and miles alpen
grassland covering gently sloping hills. We turn off the main road onto to a lane leading to Entradas
along this laneve stopped several times to scan the rolling hills for new species.

One of our first stps was near a small lake where one of our main target birds, the Black Winged Kite
was seen by all of us. It was a little distant but it showed well and whilst watchingaitse/und a
number of Griffon Vultures too.

The next stop produced our first Calaadiarks and some very distant Great Bustard® aiso noted
Several pairs of Stonechats, dozens of Crested Larks and thousands of my favourite bird, the Corn
Buntingkeep us busy for a while

As we approached the village of Entradas we pulled oveete some raptors that were drifting over a
roadside lake, we had great views of 3 Booted Eagles and a single Black Kite. On thee|édend

both Great Crested and Little Grebes, Mallard, Gadwall, Common Coot, Cattle Egret and Grea
Cormorant.
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It was 11an and getting hot by the time we reachedUlR&l (Ligue de Potecion de Natupe regional
headquarters located between Entradas and Castro Verde. A strong breeze lashed across the open gt
plains as we walked a 3km circuit, it took nearly two hoursitows well worth it as we had much
better views of Great Bustard at least 6 of them, includiftight views. We also watched European
Rollers, dozens of Lesser Kestrels, Carrion Crows, Eurasian Jackdaws, Common Ravens, Caland
Larks and several butfity species.

We ate our picnic lunch in the LPN car park sitting at the tables provided and during lunch we saw
many more Griffon Vultures, also Common Buzzard, Black Kite and a-8bextEagle.

The cloud cover began to increase and instead of th#fg of cotton wool they turned a little darker!

We drove into Castro Verdstoppingalong the wayto watch Beee at er s and our f
Harrier, in townwe found the road to Castevahere, after a couple of kilometers, we pulled over to
view anotler lake. Much the same species occurred there with exception of White Wagtail and a Grea
Crested Grebe sitting on eggs! As we pulled away we saw our first Western Marsh Harrier and anothe
Mont agubés Harrier.

For the last hour we drove along quiet lanestwc hi ng mor e Ha r colorghelsl mang Wh
pairs of storks and supported mygrairs of Spanish Sparrowshey buildt hei r nest s wi tl
nest. We stopped for afternoon coffedentradasindaswe were leaving it began to rain, goiaiing
on our part as it rained most of the way back but it stopped by the time we reached our hotel.

DAY 3 WEDS 10" MAY 2017

LPN GREAT BUSTARD RESERVE NEAR SAO MARCOS DA ATABOEIRA AND GUERREIRO
I CASCATA DO PULO DO LOBO

WEATHER: the same as yestasd a calm clear start wittloudand rain later. Top temp 28C
Having left our hotel at 6:15amenfound ouselves up on the plains at 7am, stepped once to watch
a huge wild Boar trotting across the fields, we also saw Hares and Rabbits along theevtagkuvr

breakfasts in a bag but it was welbsth the sacrifice as evhad lovely calm conditions with superb
light which got better every minute. Weogte the two buses onto the LPGIreat Bustard Reservesar
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Séao Marcusind parked on a high ridge tlgeive us a panoramigew over miles of gently rolling hills
of grassland.

Groups of Great Bustards were everywhere, they kept their distance but telescopes brought the
images so much closer, it was fantastie saw several in flight todust as manydsser Kestrels filled

the skies and countless larks dashed all over the @iea. the next two hours we remained exactly
where we were, we ate our breakfastl just enjoyed an experience that will live with us for a long
time.

Stone Curlews put in arppearance, &tegged Partridges wergeen on a few occasignse heard
Common Quail several times, but it was the Little Bustard that remained elusiveid\&ee two of
them very briefly in the distance but it wast until we were leaving that we alldhaxcellent views of
one as it flew across the hill in front of us, splendid!

For the next hour or so we drove to another area of the Reserve where we had a much better chance
seeing sandgrouse. We made sever arfierssWoadphatarall o n
Iberian Shrikes and a few Black Kites, Common Buzzards and Griffin Vultures.

Back on the reserve we saw more Stone Curlews and lots of Great BuaismdSommon Quail were
calling close by. Then two Bladbellied Sandgrouse flew oves and a little later a single bird landed

not too far away. As we approached the area where the sandgrouse alighted a group of 9 more Blac
bellied Sandgrouse flew up off the groumeég had great views of them hititvas a pitywe never saw

them beforghey saw us.

As the air warmed up we started to see raptors in the sky, one or twetdtbEagles, Black Kites,
Griffon Vultures and the evaaresent Lesser Kestrel. The drive back to the main road took us along
miles of narrow country lanes wheredot opped to watch Montaguds I
Black-eared Wheatear.

We stopped for coffee and lunch supplies in Castro Verde before drivingpt¢aldbeauty spot called
Pula doLobo, which is a whitevater cascade runninirough some unusuabck formations. Of
course we were birding all the way down to this impressive gorge and river cascade, we saw a few
common species and Crag Martin, Grey Wagtail, White Wagtail;rReged Swallow but without
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doubt the bird of the visit was the WHITRUMPED SWIFT! This is a species that was high on the
wanted list and one that we had searched for on a number of occasions, two birds drifted over us ai
remained in view for a few minutes, how fantastic was that?

On the way back we distopto scanthe skyin the hope of a large eagle, we did see a large vulture, the
Black Vulture, but no big eagles.

We returned to hotel a little early because the wind had increased and dark clouds were looming, it did
rain on the way back.

DAY 41 THURSDAY 11™ MAY 2017

MERTOLA GORGE - ALENTEJO i ENTRADAS i CASTRO VERDE
WEATHER: Clear and calm untd am them increasing cloud and wind, rain later. Top temp 25C

The gorge at Mértolavas such a favouritef the group that a second visiis inevitable, so today we
trundled round there in two buses because the entire group turned out for thisaddast trip.

We saw most of the same species as before but we had much better views of Golden Oriole ar
Common Kingfishetand we added Grey Wagtail, Grey Heron and SerioutoGorge sightings list.
The Lesser Kestrels that were nesting under the bridge performed very well giving excellent views.

By the time we finished breakfast is was 8:30am as we set off for Entradas and Castro Verde, w
planned to scour the countrysid®ng quiet lanes looking fdlack Winged Kite andSpanish Imperial
EagleOne group member had missed our O6bustardod d
Bustardstoo. From the hotel capark we had a great time watching a family party édeBRock
Thrushes, two fledglings were being fed by the parent birds just a few meters from us, amazing views!

Well, a Little Bustard flew across the road in front of the leading bus making its displaybiligat the

time the guy who wanted to seaght most had dozed off! We stopped and made a search without luck
but we did find several Great Bustafds him, a goodresult!
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A high ridge alongside the main road had the potential to produce raptors but today was most probabl
the worst day to lookor them because of the weather. Thick cloud and strong seegterly wind
made it feel very cold and produced conditions that were unlikely for thermals to develop. We stayec
for 30 minutes or so and saw a couple of Griffon Vultures, a Common Buzzardshwodttoed Eagle.

The road to Entradas has excellent habitat for the Blaoged Kiteso we spent a good part of the
morning along this quiet road. One stop produced some magical sightings, first we tracked down &
couple of Woodlarks that were singingeh a Common Nightingale showed really well and an Iberian
Woodpecker called but failed to show.

A large raptor made a very brief appearance behind some trees and | was convinced that we had fou
our prize, the SPANISH IMPERIAL EAGLE. Sure enough, aétéantalising wait the bird reappeared
and was in fact a juvenile Imperial Eagle, wow! We all got to see it both in the scope and with
binoculars a superb find! Whilst searching we all found a Blaiciged Kite which showed briefly a
couple of times but iwas distant.

#

Other sightings along the road to Entradas included:eB¢ers, Crested Larks, Common Stonechats,
Corn Buntings, Cattle Egrets and a Black Kitd. the pool just outgle of the townwe saw Great
Crested Grebe, Eurasian Coot, Cattle EgretBladk-winged Stilt. A couple of Booted Eagles showed
extremely well as they circled above us on the edge dbthe.

Bet ween Entradas and Castro Verde we noted a
stopped for coffee and to buy picnic suppliesvery windy conditions we parked the buses behind
some trees along a quiet lane, it was too windy to do any birding and during lunch the wind tore the
rear door open of one of the vans and benmnt a
the rest of the afternoon the group wandered around townsagig whilst we took the bus into a
garage for repair, it was fixed by 6pm.
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A lovely dinner was enjoyed by all, it was a joyous evening with plenty of laughter around the table.
Tomorrow we are leaving Mértola to travel to the coast for our last 3 nights of the tour. We have seer
101 species including most of the Oplainsd sp

DAY 51 FRIDAY 12™ MAY 2017

TRANSFER FROM MERTOLA TO RIA FORMOSA WITH STOPS AT CASTRO VERDE
BARRANCO DO VELHOT FONTE BENECOLA

WEATHER: cloudy all day, windyvith outbreak®f rain sometimes heavy showers. Top temp 17C

With no prebreakfast walk planned we met laeakfastaround 7:30am some of the group had been
out walking and photographing the Bluedk Thrush family just outside the hotel.

We left the hotel around 8:30am and headed northward towards Beja. Mostedrihgart of the
morningwas speritn t he bus | ook i ngpot bubaur diaections wemedngt too gosde 6
and we neverdund theplae, We di d stop a couple of times t
Woodlarks very well and a brief spell on a bridge produced White Wagtail and Little Ringed Plover.

But it was the weather that dnsandethatethe ranvbatypoth |
together are just too much. At 10:30 we drove to Castro Verde for a coffee break before we set off fo
the coast.

The scenery south of Al mod!*var was beautiful,
stop beause of the weather. A Shaoed Eagle on a roadside pylon was nice toise&as a young
bird with a very white plumage.

It was around 12:30 when we arrived at our picnic venue, luckily for us we had driven out of the rain
and a dry spell ensued. Wéeaour lunch at the beginning of a 5km track that leads to the Fonté
Benécola a local beauty spot with a fountain. We saw Eurasian Nuthatch, Serin, Sardinian Warbler an
we heard Gol den Oriol e, Common Ni ght i nHpwevee an
the walk produced very little else, An Iberian Woodpecker called and a couple of Iberian Chiffchaffs
sang but we didnét see either of them.
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At 2pm we set off for the 1 hour drive to the coast at Tawvinare our hotel sits right out in the marsh
and adjacent to a series of salt pans. As we arrived the weather improved, clouds cleared and the s
came out, the mood of group was further lifted when we found dozens of waders to look at.

We spent a happlyour watching waders, gulls and tennsgting several new species for the tour
including boh of the soughafter gulls; Slendeb i | | ed and Audoui nds. Litt
camera as did Kentish Ploy&Vestern Yellow Wagtaillberiae)and several other wader species.

It was 5pm when weeached our hotel we took the rest of the afternoon off and just relaxed in the
beautiful grounds and surroundings of the hotel. A superb dinner was taken at 7pra,civbiae of
food it was incredible. Wealled the log after dinner and retired to bed acb@r30pm.

DAY 61 SATURDAY 13™ MAY 2017

TAVIRA SALT PANS & MARSHEST EASTERN RIA FORMOSO NATURAL PARK
WEATHER: Sunny all day with a light breeze. Top temp 28C

It wasdawadeoday, we saw 16 species ofonsamdr e
egrets. The first couple of hours were magical, we left the hotel just aftejusaias it wagyetting

light, a beautiful sunrise was taking shape as we drove the short distance to an open tidal lagoon behi
the hotel.

Apart from Eurasian Magps and House Sparrows dust sighting was of two Stone Curlews they
were on the side of the track and gave smashing views. A Little Owl sat on the ruins of an old fort
nearby.

We parked near the water 6s edgenradsbeftrenachugp orange s
orb appeared over the horizon. Durih@t beautiful sunrise the tide began to ebb and waders began to
drop in not too far away, it was amazing how they just appeared as if by magic.

Seven Whimbrels landed nearby, then a dd@&amrtailed Godwits joined then with a couple of Ruddy
Turnstones none of them looked particularly colourful in their winter plumage. However, a small group
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of Red Knot were next to appear and they looked fabulous with bright red undersides and an array c
colour on their backs.

During the next hour we enjoyed some superb bird watching and never moved more than 20 mete
from the buses. Ringed & Kentish Plovers, Dunlin, Oystercatchers, Little & Sandwich Terns,-Yellow
legged Gulls and Greater Flamingos alpaared before we went back for breakfast.

After breakfast we visited the nearby salt pahg morning light was superb as we watched several
more species of waders. Apart from the resident Blaeickjed Stilts and Pied Avocets we saw
Sanderling, Curlew &dpiper, Common Redshank, Common Tern, Slebifled Gulls and a lovely,
showy Little Owl.

To takea break from wadewatching we next drove inland and followed the ri@lao along a lush
green valley. It was hard to find any tracks that were not fencea offast of our birding was done
from the roadside which was not too productive.

We stopped near a ford which had stepping stones, normally a recipe for disasteobatstipped

into the water. We had lovely views of Serin and Greenfinaelnesduring oa stopon a narrow bridge

we watched Common Waxbill s (a very common 0O
Peni nsul a) also Grey Wagtail and a very showy
noted Blackcap, Woodchat Shrike, Letagled Tit and a distant Shoetbed Eagle.

Back on the coast we stopped for a coffee and to buy lunch supplies and drove to Olh&o to visit the R
Formoso Natural Park &uinto do Marim After eating our picnic in the shade of Umbrella Pines we
walked to theitlal lagoons which we just filling as the tide came in, perfect timing as many waders
were flying in off the beaches.

To get to the lagoons we walked through pine woodland where we stopped to watch Iberian Magpies

Turtle Doves, Sho+toed Treecreper, Eurasian Hoopoe and we hédef views of Golden Oriole,
whilst Sardinian Warblers were very common.
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The weather was glorious a lovely cooling breeze came in off the sea as walked round the edge of tl
two lagoons. In superb afternoon light we watched margspmostly waders buggrets, spoonbill,
flamingos, shelduckandterns were also very nice.

As the tide came in so mor el avpadensd ddd wbaédafndroe
hundreds of them. We counted over 150-Baled Godwits, 40+ Bd Knot, lots of Dunlin, Ringed &
Kentish Plover, Ruddy Turnstone, with several Grey Plover, Curlew Sandpiper and Yellow Wagtails.

It was 4pm by the time we left the reserve, we made a quick stop at the salt pans where we sa
Audoui nds Gulveler,GadWallrand hoes of the s&meowaders seen earlier today.

Another delicious dinner waskan in the main dining room, we called the log in the large remept
areg then we went to bed

DAY 71 14™ MAY 2017

WESTERN RIO FORMOSO AT QUINTO DO LAGO LUGO FARMT RIA GILAO VALLEY
WEATHER: all day sunshine, a nice breeze most of the day. Top temp 32C

Instead of going out beffe breakfast we ate at 7am and we were on the road just after 8. The local
Little Owl has now reached celebrity status and posed nicely for our cameras as we left the salt pans ¢
our way to the marshes around Faro Airport.

We arrived at our venue justfoee 9amwe parked very near to the end of the runway at Faro Airport
and set off on our walkAs it was a Sunday with beautiful weather we were joined on our walk by
dozens of other people, there were walkers, joggers, runners and many cyclists akthoiwere
dresed in the latest gygear andhone of which noticed the tremendous wildlife all around them!

The first part of the walk was long and arduous with little reward, it was low tide and the huge expanse
of exposed mud and brackistaterin the channels on ouleft held few birds. Out on this muddy
environment and during the first hour we saw Eurasian Spoonbill, Little Egret, White Stork, Eurasian
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Curlew, Whimbrel, Batailed Godwits, Ruddy Turnstone, Kentish Plover and a superb looking
Audouinds Gull

The flooded salt pans and larger brackish lagoons on our right we devoid of birds until we were about
kilometer from the buseshen we found 15 Eurasian Spoonbills and a couple of dozen ducks most of
which were Pochards, both Rerested and Common Pochard wegmesent. Good numbers of
Gadwall, Mallard, Blackwinged Stilts and a few Little & Grearested Grebes were seen there too.
One nice surprise was the finding of a Water Rail, it was working its way along a channel giving us
excellent but intermittent viesv

- . g . . VA
R adly NN

As we approached the beach the footpath turned back inland and led us alongside a golf course whe
several Eurasian Hoopoes were seen and many Iberian Magpies were flitting about. A large pool with
raised hide provided some excellent birding oves ttext hour. First we found several Western
Swamphens feeding on the short t ur f Black-heatled e ¢
Weaver appeared and following that we spent a goodandibur tracking down a couple of Little
Bitterns.

The poolwas brimming with bird life, lots of duck species had chicks, grebes were carrying chicks on
their backs and we found even more Little Bitterns and Western Swamphens. The birds on this poc
were obviously accustomed to human presence and gave excalnvigdws, the group were thrilled

by this fantastic birding experiencé&/e had prolonged excellent close views of Little Bittern and
Black-headed Weaver as well as many other species it was really hard to drag the group away!

We continued the walk alorttpe side of the golf course watching several Eurasian Hoopoes, lots of

| beri an Magpies and we heard a Wryneck callin
top the wonderful birding experienge had just enjoyed at the pond but when the Wakrikew into

a tree not far from us and showed extremely well we changed our minds. For an unforgettable !
minutes the Wryneck remained in view moving a couple times but always showing well, fantastic!

From there we walked back onto the galhs and sah the shade of some mature eucalyptus trees to

eat our picnic lunch. Four of us walked back to road to collect the buses. In the meantime, one of th
group had gone AWOL! So, | made a quick search back at the golf course, finding Mistle Thrush, Serir
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andEurasian Hoopoe in the process but th@missing Bob. He turned up back at the road where we
had originally left the buses, hot and stressed he had walked alathea c k and wasndt |
thatthe group and the buses missing!

After that we drove bacto the hotel and took an hour or so off for relaxation in the heat of the
afternoon. At 4:30pm we drove north of Tavira into the Ria Gilao Valley where interesting scrubland
looked good habitat for a number of warblers. After an hour or so we realestedidh not the case,
either it was too late in the day or there were no birds present. We did have one lucky surprise whe
one of t he-ugro upck@ Mighgak, ¢he bird flew around us before settling into some
nearby scrub, how cool was that

We finished at 6pm and drove back to the hotel to enjoy another excellent dinner, unfortunately our las
one as we are departing for home tomorrow.

DAY 81 15™ MAY 2017

RIA GILAO VALLEY - RIA FORMOSO NATURAL PARKi MONTE GORDO & CASTRO
MARIM i PERA MARSH AND LAGOA SALGADO

WEATHER; our hottest day yet, 34C with reduced wind, it felt hot today.

Still not convinced that the Ria Gilao Valley was Hieds we made an early morning excursion
arriving there just as it got liglait 6:15am. Boy was that a sta of time! Not many birds at all turned

up, but a nicepale morph Booted Eagleas a superb sightingo we drove further up the valley and
tried a couple of other places. We found Common Nightingale, Rock Bunting, Corn Bunting, Eurasian
Jay, many Iberian Magpies but motich else and certainly no warblers.

After breakfast we packed the bus with all of our luggage and left the hotel for good, the regular Little
Owls turned out to wave us goodbye. As we had most of the day to fill we decided to visit both the
eastern andvestern extremes of the Algarve with Monte Gordo in the east being our first destination.

We parked at the entrance of the small Monte Gordo nature reserve where mature pine woodlar
surrounded a reefdinged Pool. It was already feeling very warm anavdts not yet 10am! Over the
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next hour we found a number of excellent species including one or two missing from our list. Crestec
Tits appeared in a number of locations and we all got to see them, likewisadiealgTitand Turtle
Dove,but Common Cuckooral Shoritoed Treecreeper were seen by just a few. A short stop at Castro
Marim salt pans produced nothing new but a few wader species and Little Terns were nice sightings i
good light.

Next we spent an hour driving the length of the Algarve, some 8fkiers to visit the large Lagoon

at Pera which was to be our last birding venue of the holiday. We arrived around 1pm so we stopped |
eat our picnic lunch in the car park. The lake itself was huge withbeegsl islands, sarzhars and an
outlet to the sa making it both brackish and tidal, a recipe for great birding.

The tide was high so exposed mud and resting places were a premium to the birds)eggéGull
flocks were joined by a dozen "bYear kesserditk bAcked o u i
Gulls. Dozens of Eurasian Coots fed across the lake with Northern Shoveler, Gadwall, Commor
Pochard, Little GrebeZommonMoorhens and we watched Western Swamphens in the reeds.

During our walk around the edge of the lake we added both GrByrgle Herons to our list, also
Reed Warbler, Zitting Cisticola and we saw a Little Bittern in flight. On the sand dunes we added
Crested and Greater Sheoed Larks but a sea watch produced nothing but a pair of Mallards!

All too soon it was time to keve for the airport, so off we went. Everyone was dropped off at the
terminal, the buses were returned, the trip was over. We had had a great week, a little windy at time
with some rain and the last couple of days were very warm. However, our bircadistrweouraging,

we had seen nearly all of our target species with 135 on the list and 4 more heard not seen. Not a b
effort at all.

If you have enjoyed this trip repast our adventure to Portugal perhaps you would like to join us next
year? Get in touch now!
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SPECIES RECORDED BETWEEN 8" i 15™" MAY 2017

DATES
SPECIES 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

1 |Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna X | x| x| x
2 |Mallard Anas platyrynchos X | X X | X | X|X
3 |Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata X | X | X
4 |Gadwall Anas strepera X X | X | X
5 |Common Pochard Aythya ferina X | x
6 |Redcrested Pochard |Netta rufina X
7 |Redlegged Partridge |Alectoris rufa X | X H
8 |Common Quail Coturnixcoturnix H
9 |Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis X X | X | X
10 |Great Crested Grebe |Podiceps cristatus X X | X
11 [Northern Gannet Morus bassanus
12 |Great Cormorant Phalacocroax carbo X X | X|X
13 |Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus X | X
14 |Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis X | X X | x| x| X
15 |Little Egret Egretta garzetta X | X | X|X
16 |Grey Heron Ardea cinerea X | X X X | X
17 |Purple Heron Ardea purpurea X
18 [White Stork Ciconia ciconia X | X X | x| x| x
19 |Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia X | X | X
20 |Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber X | x| x| X
21 |Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus X | X X
22 |Black Vulture Aegypius monachus X | X
23 |Osprey Pandion haliaetus
24 |Spanish Imperial Eagle |Aquila aldaberti
25 |Shorttoed Eagle Circaetus gallicus X | X X | X
26 |Booted Eagle Aquila pennata X | X X
27 Bonel | i 6 s EAquilafasciata
28 |Black Kite Milvus migrans X | X X
29 |Western Mark Harrier [Circus aeruginosus X | X
30 [Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus X | X X
31 |Common Buzzard Buteo buteo X | X X
32 |Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus X
33 |Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus X
34 |Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni X | X X
35 |Water Rail Rallus aquaticus X
36 |[Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus X X | X
37 |Eurasian Coot Fulica atra X X
38 |Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio X
39 |Great Bustard Otis tarda X | X
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40 |Little Bustard Tetrax tetrax X | X

41 |Eurasian Oystercatcher|Haematopus ostrelegus X

42 |Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta X X | X |X
43 |Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus X | X X | X | X
44 |Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus X X[ X|H
45 |Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola X

46 |Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius X | X X

47 |Common Ringed PloverCharadrius hiaticula X X | X
48 |Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus X X | X |X
49 |Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola X X | X
50 |Red Knot Calidris canutus X

51 |Sanderling Calidris alba X X | X | X
52 |Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres X X | X | X
53 |Dunlin Calidris alpina X X | X | X
54 |Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea X X | X

55 |Little Stint Calidris minuta X X

56 |(Common Redshank Tringa totanus X X | X
57 |Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponicus X | X
58 |Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata X
59 [Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus X | X
60 |[Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus X
61 |Slenderbilled Gull Chroicocephalugenei X X | X
62 |Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahelli X X X | X
63 |Audouin's Gull Larus audouinii X X | X
64 |Lesser Blackbacked GullLarus fuscus X
65 |Little Tern Sternulaalbifrons X X X | X
66 |[Sandwich Tern Thalasseusandvicensis X

67 |Common Tern Sterna hirundo X

68 |Black-bellied SandgrougPterocles orientalis X

69 |Feral Pigeon Columba livia X | X|X|X]| XX |X
70 |Common WooePigeon |Columba palumbus X | X | X|X

71 |Eurasian Collared Dove|Streptopelia decaocto X | X | X[ X]| XX X
72 |European Turtle Dove [Streptopeliia turtur X X

73 |Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus

74 |Little Owl Athene noctua X | X
75 |Rednecked Nightjar  |Caprimulgus ruficollis

76 |Common Swift Apus apus X | X|X|[X[ XX |X
77 |Pallid Swift Apus pallidus X

78 |White-rumped Swift Apus caffer X

79 |Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops X[ X|X|H[IXX |X
80 |Common Kingfisher  |Alcedo atthis X X | X

81 |European Beeater Merops apiaster X|X|X|X| XX [X
82 |European Roller Coracias garrulus X | X X

83 |Green Woodpecker Picus viridusis H|HKX

84 |Eurasian Wryneck Jyrnx torquilla X
85 |Skylark Alauda arvensis X

86 |Crested Lark Galerida cristata XX | X[ XXX |X
387 |Thekla Lark Galerida theklae X
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