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Monday 6th  

 

PRE-TOUR VISIT TO THE LAGOON AT ANGELCHORI -TRANSFER 

FROM THESSALONIKI TO LAKE KERKINI WITH STOPS AT LAGUNA 

KALOCHORI AND LITHOTOPOS 
 

Tuesday  7th  

 

MANDRAKI JETTY – VIRONIA QUARRY – MEGALOHORI PICNIC SITE – 

STRYMONAS EAST EMBANKMENT 
 

Wednesday 8th  

 

LAILIAS SKI CENTRE – SELLES VRONDOUS MOUNTAINS – 

PALEOKASTRO QUARRY 
 

 

Thursday 9th  

 

MANDRAKI HARBOUR – CHEIMARROS QUARRY - LAKE KERKINI 

SOUTHERN SHORE (Lithotopos to Korioudi) – KORIFOUDI & KERKINITIS 

RIVER MOUTH  
 

 

Friday 10th  

 

WOODLAND WALK AT PROMAHONAS – EAST EMBANKMENT AT 

VERONIA 
 

 

Saturday 11th  

 

WOODLAND WALK AT PROMAHONAS – EAST EMBANKMENT AT 

VERONIA 

 
 

 

Sunday 12th  

 

LAKE KERKINI BOAT MINI-CRUISE – STRYMONAS RIVER MOUTH – 

VILLA BELLES WALK - EAST EMBANKMENT – SOUTHERN SHORE (near 

LITHOTOPOS & KORIFOUDI ) – SIDIROKASTRO CASTLE, WATERFALLS 

& QUARRY 

 
 

 

Monday 13th   

 

TRANSFER TO THESSALONIKI AIRPORT 
 

 



SUMMARY:  

 

The was the quintessential ideal birding trip, the weather was superb throughout, the birds 

performed magnificently, and we had had a wonderful bunch of people for company. There are 

so many highlights I could not fit them all here in one paragraph of summation, read the trip 

report yourself and find out how fantastic this Lake Kerkini Tour really is. We recorded 178 

species during the trip which is a tour record for Wingspan! All the credit for that goes to our 

local guide, Dancho, and the rest of the Group for finding so many species. 

 

My special thanks go out to Dancho, whose birding skills are second to none, he worked tirelessly 

and found us a fantastic array of species. Also, I thank the numerous photographers in the group 

that have supplied photographs for this report, Kevin Jones, Nigel Bleaken, Mike Hails, Paul 

Edlin and Dancho. The stand-out highlight for me was the “dancing Vipers” found by Mai, but I 

also really enjoyed watching the group during their first visit to the Jetty at Mandraki, what a 

tremendous experience that was.  

 

Group Leaders:  Bob Buckler and Dancho (Iordan Hristov) 

 

Participants: Kevin and Pat Jones, Richard & Mai Geeson, Trudy Fisher, Nigel Bleaken, Mervyn 

Jones & leesa Dennis, Dennis Cooper, Richard Creasey, Paul Edlin, Mike Hails and last but not 

least Guy Campbell. 

 

DAY 1 – FRIDAY 6TH MAY 2022 

 

TRANSFER FROM THESSALONIKI TO LAKE KERKINI WITH STOPS AT 

LAGUNA KALOCHORI AND LITHOTOPOS 

WEATHER: overcast for most of the day with sunny spells mid-afternoon. Top temp 16C 

This tour started officially at 11:30am when my group walked through the arrivals gate at Thessaloniki Airport. 

However, two of the group had travelled with me last night to Thessaloniki when we met up with Dancho our 

local guide. The four of us went birding to Laguna Angelochori early this morning and found some interesting 

species. 



 

Lagoon Angelochori 

We listed over 30 species in and around the lagoon which included: Pygmy Cormorant, Collared Pratincole, Stone 

Curlew, Black-necked Grebe, Little Owl, Greater Flamingo and quite a few waders. We almost ran over a Grey 

Partridge as we drove back towards the airport. 

 

Collared Pratincole - taken by Paul Edlin 

Around 11am we set off for the airport to collect the main body of the group and to start our trip, we added Ring-

necked Parakeet to our growing list near the airport. Their arrival was on time and before long we set off for our 

7-day trip to Lake Kerkini.  

We listed Common & Pallid Swifts, Jackdaw, Eurasian Sparrowhawk, Collared Dove and Barn Swallow around 

the airport before we left. Our first stop was 30 minutes down the road at a huge Lagoon called Kalochori, the 

habitat included large open water, mudflats, salt marsh and dry open pasture. 



 

part of the salt marsh at the Lagoon Kalochori 

We had a great time finding many species with waders and terns being the prominent species. Hundreds of Little 

Stints were joined by Black-winged Stilts, Avocets, Ruff, Redshank, Greenshank, Ringed and Kentish Plover and 

both Spotted Redshank and Curlew Sandpiper looked superb in their summer plumage, black (former) and brick-

red (latter). 

 

Curlew Sandpipers in summer plumage 

As we drove further into the area as we travelled along a causeway between the sea and the lagoon, from there 

we saw Common Shelduck, Marsh Harriers, a single Dalmatian Pelican, Common and Little Terns, Ruddy 

Turnstone, Oystercatchers, Pygmy and Great Cormorants and a stream of Mediterranean Gulls flew over us. 

Passerine sightings included Crested Lark, Corn Bunting, Whinchat, Hooded Crow, Rook and Collared Doves. 



 

Black Tern sitting with some Mediterranean Gulls 

We turned onto a second track and spent 30 minutes watching a mixed group of Black and Whiskered Terns, they 

looked fantastic in their summer outfits as they came very close to us. A single Eurasian Spoonbill was noted, we 

also saw Squacco Heron, Grey Heron, a single Sandwich Tern and Mute Swans. 

    Pygmy Cormorant taken by Mike Hails 

We left Kalochori around 4pm and headed eastward to Kirkini, 

it took us around 90 minutes to reach the Kerkini area. We 

noted some nice raptors along the drive, Golden Eagle was seen 

from both buses and Honey Buzzard was recorded by the front 

bus only. We all saw Common Kestrel and a few other 

common species. Once we turned off the motorway, we made 

an unscheduled stop to look at 3 European Rollers sitting along 

a wire, what an incredible colour those birds are. Within 

minutes we had chalked up another dozen species!! How 

amazing was that? 

 Dancho called out a Tawny Pipit sitting in a mowed field, we 

then saw Common Cuckoo, Turtle Dove, Corn Bunting, Green 

Woodpecker, Spanish Sparrow, Common Starling, Short-toed 

Eagle, we also heard Eastern Olivaceous Warbler, Common 

Nightingale and Eastern Yellow Wagtail. 



We made it to our Hotel just before 6pm, boy what a setting. The hotel sits on the slopes of the Belles Mountains 

and overlooks the beautiful Lake Kerkini. Thousands of birds were either on the lake, flying over it or feeding in 

the water meadows around it, it was just mind boggling so many birds in one place and most of them searching 

for a fish supper. 

I have never seen so many Great White & Dalmatian Pelicans, Cormorants, Great Crested Grebes, Egrets, Herons 

(of several varieties), gulls, terns and much more. We had an hour on our balconies calling out new species for 

the trip list every few minutes. The birds around the hotel were also good, we saw Black-headed & Corn Buntings, 

Whinchat, Northern Wheatear and we could hear Common Nightingale, Turtle Dove and Golden Orioles. 

By the time we got down to the dining room and called our log we had seen 76 species and we only started 

counting at 12 noon, I think this trip is going to be a classic. 

 LAKE KERKINI – DAY 2 – SATURDAY 7TH MAY 2022 

 

MANDRAKI JETTY – VIRONIA QUARRY – MEGALOHORI PICNIC SITE – 

VIRONIA EAST EMBANKMENT 

WEATHER: wall to wall sunshine all day, a gentle breeze, just perfect. Top temp 20C 

It doesn’t get much better than this, we had perfect birding weather all day, we had birds flying around from all 

directions and we took our tally to 125 species in just 1 ½ days. 

Our visit to Mandraki Jetty at 6:30am was simply phenomenal, the birding was mind-blowing and my group were 

mesmerised, what a fantastic experience for them and for me too! From the jetty we had a panoramic view of the 

lake, plus small pools either side of us with reedbeds and scrub. 

 

Great White Pelicans - taken from the jetty at Mandraki by Kevin Jones 



The movement of so many birds was incredible and hard for the eye to process, hundreds of birds were moving 

around at any one given moment. Great White Pelicans (3000+) moved around the lake in large groups, landing 

on the calm flat water to join similar numbers of Cormorants. Dalmatian Pelicans in smaller numbers were doing 

a similar things and dozens of Grey Herons were constantly flying over. The water was dotted with hundreds of 

Great crested Grebes, Coots, Moorhens and the islands were covered in more Dalmatian Pelicans. 

 

Pygmy Cormorant - another of Kev's shots 

Add to that, Little Egrets, Common Terns, Night Herons, Squacco Herons, Pygmy Cormorants, Purple Herons, 

Spoonbills, Swallows and Martins. 

The superlatives were constantly rolling off the tongues of my group and the photographers were in dreamland. 

In the reeds we saw Great Reed Warblers, we heard Cetti’s Warbler and every so often a crescendo of Marsh Frog 

calls would rise from the marsh. 

 



Great Reed Warbler 

A Cuckoo called from a prominent perch for most of the time we were there, we also heard Penduline Tit call 

every now and then. A Great Spotted Woodpecker flew across the trees behind us and Dancho shouted out a 

White-tailed Eagle which some of us saw. 

The breakfast table was buzzing after that excellent birding session and I’m not surprised, it was a magical 

experience never to be forgotten. 

After breakfast we drove to Vironia and turned off on a track up into the wooded foot-hills of the Belles 

Mountains. Where we visited an old quarry and the grounds of a chapel. In complete contrast to all the water birds 

seen earlier we found some woodland specialties and a few raptors. Within minutes of getting out of the buses we 

had found a male Levant’s Sparrowhawk!!! This bird 

appeared many times over the next hour, we had great 

views of it in flight and perched in a nearby tree. 

Levant's Sparrowhawk 

Corn Bunting, Cirl Bunting, Woodchat & Red-backed 

Shrike, Willow Warbler (a none breeding passing 

migrant species) was a good find. We also heard the 

usual Common Nightingale, Common Cuckoo, 

Eurasian Hoopoe, European Bee-eaters and several 

others. 

Our walk to the old quarry took us through some 

dense scrub with a few mature trees, the ridge high 

above us gave us some interesting sightings. First a 

Golden Eagle appeared, then a Common Buzzard, followed by a pair of Ravens. The Ravens mobbed 

the eagle and drove it over the ridge. 



 

the group looking up into the old quarry 

It was so unusual to see Cormorants and Pelicans rising on the thermals like migrating raptors but that 

is exactly what they did! We also had good views of Short-toed Eagle and a few of the group got onto 

a Booted Eagle. 

At the old quarry we were entertained by Blue Rock Thrushes, Black-eared Wheatears and we found 

the old nests of Western Rock Nuthatch. Lots of European Bee-eaters appeared above us and we 

heard several Turtle Doves. On returning to the chapel area we located a singing Subalpine Warbler 

and had another 30 minutes with the Levant’s Sparrowhawk. We then drove back down the hill to the 

village where we bought our lunch supplies and had a coffee. 

There is a lovely picnic spot near the village of Megalohori near the eastern embankment of the River 

Strimonas, we went for walk along the embankment before lunch. What a fantastic place for birding, 

we had views over a large lagoon with a few reedbeds and on the other side of us there was a channel 

of riparian woodland and scrub. We saw birds galore I don’t where to begin! A Little Bittern was nice to 

see in flight and for a short while it perched at the edge of the reeds. There was Great Crested and 

Little Grebes, Pygmy and Great Cormorants, Grey, Purple and Squacco Herons, Eurasian Spoonbill, 

Mallards, Coots and Moorhens. 



 

A view of the East Embankment 

two other duck species were also seen, small parties of Ferruginous Ducks and a pair of male 

Garganey. We had the company of dozens of Bee-eaters, we heard Golden Orioles, Turtle Doves, 

Common Cuckoo, Hoopoe and Penduline Tit. 

 

Ferruginous Duck 

It was magical along that bank we added a few butterflies and our first dragonflies to the list of species 

and raptors kept appearing. We eventually got back to the picnic benches for lunch and some welcomed 

shelter from the sun. 



 

Queen of Spain Fritillary 

The rest of the afternoon was spent in the same area, searching reed-fringed pools and riparian 

woodland for woodpeckers. As we arrived at one spot, we found Short-toed Eagle and our first Honey 

Buzzard, with Peregrine and a probable Eleanora’s Falcon the identity of which we could not clinch. 

Some of the group in the front vehicle saw a Great Spotted Woodpecker flying away from us as we 

pulled up too. 

 

lunch at the picnic site 

Our walk was punctuated by stops to look for singing warblers, one really interesting songster was a 

RIVER WARBLER, we spent a lot of time trying to see this bird without luck. It is a rarity in Northern 

Greece. We did see Garden Warbler (another uncommon migrant), Blackcap, Common Whitethroat 

and Olivaceous Warbler. 



 

Lesser Spotted Fritillary 

Back in the village we stopped for ice-creams and during our break Dancho and I noted a Eurasian 

Sparrowhawk flying over the village. We got back to the hotel around 5:30pm and we sat on the terrace 

for a cold beer and watched the activity on the lake. A Pair of Short-toed Eagles circled very low over 

the hotel giving us great views. 

  
LAKE KERKINI – DAY 3 – SUNDAY 8TH MAY 2022 

LAILIAS SKI CENTRE – SELLES, VRONDOUS MOUNTAINS – PALEOKASTRO QUARRY 

WEATHER;  a beautiful day, sunshine throughout, light breeze. Top temp 20C 

It just keeps on getting better and better, the weather, the birding and the scenery! We had a very long 

day today with an early start which was necessary because we needed to get above the tree line in the 

Vrondous Mountains at dawn, but it was well worth the effort. 

We left the hotel at 5:30am and set off for the Vrondous Mountains via the town of Serres, we knew it 

would take just over an hour to get there and as it was a Sunday progress was swift. We saw Little Owl, 

Turtle Dove, Hoopoe, Jay and Golden Oriole along the way. 

We climbed steadily out of Serres and eventually came to a spot above the tree line where we had 

seen the elusive Rock Partridge during previous tours. It was a gorgeous morning, a clear sky, no wind 

a slight chill in the air but by no means cold and the scenery was stunning! 



 

a view at the top of the Vrondrous Mountains 

We saw Woodlark singing from a telegraph wire, lots of Northern Wheatears, Woodchat and Red-

backed Shrikes, we could hear Eurasian Hoopoe and Common Cuckoos calling in the distance. 

Common Whitethroat and Cirl Buntings went on the list and Linnets, Goldfinches, Greenfinches and 

Chaffinches were also seen. 

We walked along the road making our way a little higher and then we heard the Rock Partridge calling, 

our efforts to see it redoubled as we scanned the hillside in the direction of the call. We found a male 

Common Rock Thrush sitting on top of bush, it was distant but unmistakeable. Then two Rock 

Partridges were seen, they were a lot further away than anticipated, the call they made carried a long 

way. 

 

Rock Partridge 



 

We enjoyed the sighting and all of us got excellent views in the scope, then another call came from 

below us and a second pair of Partridges was found, also quite distant but visible. After our success 

we walked back down to the buses to eat our packed-breakfast and to take a warm drink from the 

thermos. We watched many Red-rumped Swallows and House Martins overhead and added Mistle 

Thrush and lesser Whitethroat to the list. 

 

record shot of the very distant Common Rock Thrush taken by Kevin Jones 

We then drove further into the mountains near the Lailias Ski Centre and took a walk along an 

escarpment below some rocky cliffs. Over the next hour we enjoyed some magnificent views, found 



some interesting wildflowers, a few Butterflies and some mountain birds. Rock Bunting was a main 

target species which we did not catch up with until nearly the end of the walk. 

 

Hoopoe taken by Kevin Jones 

We watched a pair of Peregrine Falcons circling around their nest site, we found a Black Redstart, Coal 

Tit, Blue Tit and Great Tit but not the Crested Tit we hoped for. Roe Deer went onto our mammal list 

together with Red Fox seen earlier. On the way back from our walk we saw the Rock Bunting briefly, a 

few raptors high in the sky, both Common Buzzards and Short-toed Eagles were noted. Our last bird 

of the walk was a very confiding Firecrest, although one or two of the group had also seen Common 

Crossbill. 

 



beautiful Wild Pansy 

We then searched the beech woodlands from along the road for woodpeckers. We recorded a party of 

four Marsh Tits (initially thought to be Willow Tits), Dancho saw a Grey Wagtail along a mountain stream 

and heard Ravens overhead, but we never saw a woodpecker. 

 

Woodlark at the Ski centre 

For lunch we parked at the Ski Centre but before we sat down to eat we went for a walk around the 

site and made a circular walk around the buildings and tracks. A Woodlark sang from on top of a pine 

tree and a Black Redstart dashed about near a derelict hotel. 

 



Firecrest seen during our first walk in the forest this morning 

We watched yet another Marsh Tit just before Dancho thought he heard a Semi-collared Flycatcher. 

He ventured into the pine woods to have a quick look and put up a Black Woodpecker!!  Wow, the bird 

perched not too far away and was partially visible on the side of a tree before it flew off. We ate lunch 

in lovely sunshine and watched Common Buzzards, Ravens and Dancho found a Tree Pipit. From there 

we made our way back down the mountain stopping a couple of times to look for other species. Our 

first stop produced Mistle Thrush and a few Common Swifts, we were hoping for Pallid Swifts but did 

not see any, Dozens of House Martins were coming down to collect mud from a puddle on the track 

and a Woodlark sang the entire time we were there. We did se pair of Erhard’s Wall Lizards just before 

we left. 

 

Erhard's Wall Lizard 

Our next stop was to look for Bonelli’s Warbler at a roadside woodland, we parked on a grass verge 

and looked and listened. We came up with a pair of Subalpine Warblers, some nice flowers and a few 

butterflies, but not the warbler. 

On the outskirts of Serres we stopped for a well-deserved coffee and ice-cream before driving to the 

village of Paleokastro where we took a track to some old quarries to look for Icterine Warblers. 

We spent a lovely hour there, enjoying the warm sunshine, a gentle breeze and the wildflowers were 

terrific, especially the poppies. 



 

Eastern Olivaceous Warbler 

We watched European Bee-eaters, Black-headed Buntings, Eastern Olivaceous Warblers, Linnets, 

Goldfinches, some distant Buzzards, Kestrels, Short-toed Eagles, White Storks and some lovely 

butterflies. We never had a sniff of an Icterine Warbler, but it was beautiful out there. 

We got back to the hotel around 5:30pm about 12 hours after we had left, so a nice cold beer on the 

terrace was essential! Watching the birds on the lake was enjoyed by all of us, we found a perched 

Lesser Spotted Eagle, we had a male Golden Oriole in the grounds of the hotel, we saw Turtle Doves 

on the wires and found a flock of some 40+ Ruff feeding on the grassy banks of the lake. With all the 

water birds spread out in front of us as far as the eye could see, it looked like a Peter Scott painting, it 

was a magical sight. 

 

record shot of a Golden Oriole in the garden 

 



LAKE KERKINI – DAY 4 – MONDAY 9TH MAY 2022 

 

MANDRAKI HARBOUR – CHEIMARROS QUARRY - LAKE KERKINI SOUTHERN 

SHORE (Lithotopos to Korioudi) – KORIFOUDI & KERKINITIS RIVER MOUTH  

WEATHER; another beautiful day, light breeze, sunshine all day. Top temp 26C 

It was yet another beautiful day, but it did get quite hot in the middle of the day which forced us to stop 

for coffee and ice-cream at least twice!! Before breakfast we made a second visit to the Quay (jetty) at 

Mandraki where we spent another magical hour watching a wildlife spectacle as thousands of birds set 

off on their daily quest to find food. 

 

two pictures of Great White Pelican - Kevin Jones 

 



A huge raft of Cormorants worked its way across our field of view with dozens of Pelicans joining in. 

The reedbeds were alive with warblers as usual and today we added Reed and Sedge Warbler as well 

as seeing Great Warbler and hearing Cetti’s and Olivaceous Warblers. 

After breakfast we set off for the southern side of the lake where we intended to walk along a track to 

yet another disused quarry. Along the way we saw Little Owl, Green Woodpecker, Lesser Grey Shrike, 

European Bee-eaters, Common Buzzard and a Jay. 

It was already warming up when we got to the track. Near the entrance, in a small pool, we saw Eurasian 

Spoonbill, Little Egret, Grey Heron and there was lots of European Bee-eaters flying around. Our main 

target bird was the Olive Tree Warbler, but we knew many other species would be around, we hoped 

to spend 2 hours walking down to the quarry and back. 

 

Eastern Olivaceous Warbler 

Bird song was coming from every direction, Nightingales, Warblers, Bee-eaters, Buntings, Hoopoe, 

Golden Oriole, Turtle Dove, Cuckoo, Swallows, House Martins and even a pair of Little Ringed Plovers 

were calling as they flew over the stream below us. 

Shrikes seemed to be all over the place, Red-backed, Woodchat and our first Masked Shrikes appeared 

in the bushes on either side of the track. We also saw Common Redstart, Eastern Olivaceous Warbler, 

a fly-over Hawfinch, Short-toed Eagle, Booted Eagle, Lesser Spotted Eagle, Common Buzzard and a 

Common Kestrel. 



 

Scarce Swallowtail - another of Kevin Jones’s pictures 

Butterflies were all over the place too, one in particular caught our attention and that was the diminutive 

Little Tiger Blue. We found several Thread or Spoon-winged Lacewings and lots of other flying insects. 

The Broad-bodied or Scarlet Chaser went onto our huge dragonfly list of four species and dozens of 

Rose (Green) Chafers were visiting the flowers shrubs. 

 

the striking pattern of the underside of the Little Tiger Blue Butterfly 



 

Thread Lacewing 

We reached the quarry and scanned the rocks for more species, we found Black-eared Wheatear, 

Hermann’s Tortoise, Woodchat Shrikes (male displaying to a female) and not much else. Then Dancho 

pulled out two superb species within a five-minute spell, first he found an Ortolan Bunting singing from 

a distant bush then a few minutes later he discovered a massive species for our list, a Eurasian Eagle 

Owl. What a purple patch, two great species and both seen extremely well by all the group. 

 

Record shot of the Eurasian Eagle Owl 

On the way out of the valley we stopped to look for the Olive Tree Warbler in the olive groves. We heard 

at least three birds and we staked out all three of them, getting glimpses of two of them, but not good 



sightings and none of them perched, just flight views. Oh well, it is a difficult species to see, you can’t 

win them all. 

After that we had great views of Common Nightingale, Masked Shrike and Eastern Olivaceous Warbler, 

we saw Lesser Spotted, Short-toed and Booted Eagles once again and we finished off our walk back 

at the vans well pleased with our morning’s sightings. 

We drove into Lithopotos to buy lunch and we ate at the tables outside a small supermarket, we then 

drove down to the dam and sat on the terrace of a restaurant that overlooked the water around the dam 

and a small part of the lake. We watched Pygmy Cormorants, Great Crested Grebes, Squacco Herons 

and Dalmatian Pelicans as we sat drinking our coffee. 

 

For the rest of the afternoon we spent our time visiting various sites along the southern shore of the 

lake. We walked along a track not far from Lithotopos where we experienced a most enthralling wildlife 

event. Just as we got out of the bus at the beginning of the track Mai saw the grass moving on the bank 

at the side of the track. We soon discovered that it was two male Horn-nosed Vipers (one of the most 

venomous snakes in Europe) fighting one another for territory or a female perhaps. 



 

The two male Horn-nosed Vipers taken by Iordan Hristov (Dancho) 

 

It was mesmerising, the snakes didn’t give us a second thought as they ‘battled’ their way towards us, 

they would rise up, twisting around one another, then fall down writhing on the ground, they were 

completely entwined the whole time we were there. 

Well after that wonderful experience everything else seemed to be anticlimactic. We walked uphill along 

the track, it was hot and dry, we saw a few raptors. Black Kite was new for the trip, we also saw Honey 

Buzzard, Booted Eagle and the usual European Bee-eaters, Golden Orioles, Eastern Olivaceous 

Warbler etc. 



Our next stop was next to a roadside pool, we could see at least three Great Reed Warblers, a perched 

Common Buzzard, we also saw Lesser Spotted Eagle flying low around the pools, Grey Heron, White 

Storks and Eastern Olivaceous Warbler. Across the road we had a wide panoramic view of the lake 

and on one of two grassy headlands we saw some Yellow-legged Gulls with two Caspian Terns, a pair 

of Gadwall and both Little and Great Crested Grebes. 

Driving round to the village of Kerkini we visited the mouth of the Kerkinitus River where a few reedy 

ponds produced very little. After a stop in Kerkini we completed the circumnavigation of the lake as we 

returned to the hotel. 

An after-dinner walk produced yet another fantastic wildlife encounter. We went out in the dark to listen 

for owls and nightjars, we heard only Little Owl. But we also heard the ‘haunting howling’ of Golden 

Jackals. It was so exciting because they howled not 20 meters from where we were standing, we walked 

across a road and into a field to try to see them, but they obviously heard us and dashed away into the 

darkness. But what a piece of excitement to finish off another great day at Lake Kerkini. 

An addition to the day's sighting was made by Mike Hails who stayed behind at the hotel today for 

recuperation. He saw 39 species from his hotel balcony in two hours this morning, how fantastic was 

that? He added more species later in the day and ended with 50 species - this just shows you what a 

wonderful spot our hotel is situated in, overlooking the incredible Lake Kerkini.  

LAKE KERKINI – DAY 5 – TUESDAY 10TH MAY 2022 

 

WOODLAND WALK AT PROMAHONAS – EAST EMBANKMENT AT VERONIA 

WEATHER: hot, dry and sunny. Thunder clouds later but not rain. Temp 25C 

It was a woodpecker day today, we had gaps in our sightings list that needed filling, so we spent most 

of our day in woodland. Before breakfast we tried the riparian woodland near Veronia where an area of 

standing dead trees in a marsh is home to the Grey-headed Woodpecker. 

As we got out of the buses Mervyn called out “woodpecker” and sure enough there was the Grey-

headed Woodpecker. I couldn’t believe it, unfortunately the bird flew to another tree before everyone 

got to see it and then it disappeared. 



 

Record shot of the Grey-headed Woodpecker 

After about fifteen minutes the bird returned to the area, all of us had decent views through the 

telescope. We tried to find Lesser Spotted Woodpecker without much luck, but we did find a variety of 

other species. Spotted Flycatcher, Common Kingfisher, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Eastern 

Olivaceous Warbler and Blackcap. We heard Cetti’s Warbler but did not see one. 

 

a Squacco Heron flyover taken by Kevin Jones 

At 8:45 we had finished breakfast, so we set off for some woodland near the border with Bulgaria. A 

mixed deciduous woodland full of mature trees is an ideal place for woodpeckers and that is exactly 

what there was at Promahonas. A wide track, which had been churned up by heavy machinery, led into 

the wood, it was obvious that some trees had been taken out which opened up the woodland somewhat. 



 

record shot of the Middle Spotted Woodpecker taken by Kevin Jones 

Within minutes we had found a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker and over the next 30 minutes or so we 

added Middle Spotted and Great Spotted to the list. For an hour we watched the coming and goings of 

both the Lesser and Middle Spotted Woodpeckers and during that spell we saw Spotted Flycatcher, 

Blackcap, lots of Common Starlings, Blue Tit, Great Tit, some of the group saw Eurasian Nuthatch, a 

Hawfinch made a brief appearance and we all saw European Roller fly over the woodland a couple of 

time. 

 

Hawfinches were seen a couple of times during our walk in the woods 

A few butterflies were up and about we found the stunning Common Glider, Dingy Skipper, Wood White 

and several varieties of ‘blues’. Before we left the area we walked along the road along the edge of the 

wood, this was a great idea because we had excellent views of a Hawfinch perched high above us, we 

heard Green Woodpecker and we found Syrian Woodpecker perched on the side of a pylon and another 

Roller flew over. 



 

the Common Glider is not common at all - taken by Kevin Jones 

 

another butterfly taken by Kevin - Wood White 

We left the woodland just before lunchtime and headed back to Veronia where we stopped to buy picnic 

supplies. Our intention for the afternoon was to walk the Eastern Embankment once again in search of 

a few species missing from our list. A report from another group of Great Spotted Cuckoo and Red-

footed Falcon inspired our visit too. 



 

Dingy Skipper 

 

Southern White Admiral - by Kevin Jones 

After eating our lunch in the sheltered picnic area, we set off for a walk. As usual the sky was full of 

birds, with Buzzards and Eagles flying over on high and Bee-eaters and Hirundines filling the lower 

altitudes. We could hear Common Cuckoo, Hoopoe, Turtle Dove, Golden Oriole during most of the 

afternoon and we got to see all four of them. 

 



one of several great shots of Bee-eater taken by Kevin Jones along the East Embankment 

Olivaceous and Cetti’s Warblers sang from the scrub and Reed & Great Reed Warblers sang from the 

reeds. We saw our first Common Pochard, a Little Bittern flew from one reed patch to another and the 

usual herons, egrets, cormorants, coots, moorhens, spoonbills, storks and pelicans fed in the pools. 

 

view from part of the East Embankment 

We walked quite a long way along the track but never saw or heard a Great Spotted Cuckoo and the 

sky was falcon-less. Back at bus we split up and I drove my group into town for a comfort stop whilst 

Dancho drove his group further along the eastern embankment. By the time we caught up with them 

they had been watching Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers which were showing very well!! 

 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker taken by Paul Edlin 

By the time we returned we had missed the woodpeckers of course, but we did see more European 

Bee-eaters, Hoopoes, Golden Orioles, Woodchat and Red-backed Shrikes. 



At one point myself and Kevin were separated from the rest of the group and we saw a pair of Penduline 

Tits chasing one another around, no-one else saw them. When we were all together once again we 

scanned the south-east section of Lake Kerkini and found Whiskered Terns, Caspian Terns, a big flock 

of Ruff, Garganey and a new species for us, Northern Shoveler. 

We called it day at that point, we drover further down the track hoping to come out near a dam but after 

3kms along a bumpy track we found that the road was closed for repair! So, we drove all the way back 

to Veronia where a lovely ice-cream was enjoyed by most of the group. 

LAKE KERKINI – DAY 6 – WEDNESDAY 11TH MAY 2022 

ANO POROIA - LAKE KERKINI BOAT TRIP – LAVIDIA QUAY - NORTH COAST TRACK 

WEATHER; perfect once again, clear blue sky, no wind and a lovely temperature of 24C 

The day of our boat trip had finally arrived, an event that we were all looking forward to, but first we had 

appointment with a Semi-collared Flycatcher. At 6:30 (our usual meeting time) we set off for a hillside 

village a few kilometers west of our hotel. 

 

Not a selfie, nor is it a picture of Guy Campbell, but a Common Toad 

The site for the Flycatchers was a wooded area on the edge of the village, the trees were deciduous, 

mainly Plane Trees. After 5 minutes Dancho heard a Semi-collared Flycatcher singing and soon located 

it, he is incredible at doing that!! 

 This first bird was a little distant, but it was not very long afterwards that a second then a third bird was 

located. They were much nearer and both were singing, which most of us heard. We all had great views 

of them. Grey Wagtails were also noted as well as Chaffinches, Great Tit and a Eurasian Nuthatch. 



 

two shots of the Semi-collared Flycatcher 

 

After breakfast we drove to the Jetty at Mandraki and boarded our boat for a 3-hour trip around the 

lake. The water was flat clam, the light was superb and the birds, well, it is just one of those experiences 

that you will never forget. 

We sailed close to nesting colonies of Cormorants, Little Egrets, Night Herons, Squacco Herons, Grey 

Herons, but we kept a fair distance from the more sensitive colonies of breeding Pelicans. The colours, 

the noise (and the smell) made this a wonderful experience (excluding the smell), whether you had a 

camera or not it was magical. 



 

our view from the boat of the Belles Mountains 

We sailed out into the middle of the lake to look at Marsh Terns where we saw Whiskered, Black and 

our first White-winged Terns. We also found small numbers of Black-necked Grebes and a few Little 

Gulls flew past the boat. 

A surprise sighting was that of a Bewick’s Swan, this bird does spend the winter here, but it should 

have long gone by now, we assumed it had an injured wing, but it looked perfectly well. We also found 

a few waders, a large flock of Ruff flew over us, we saw a single Wood Sandpiper and three Black-

tailed Godwits. We also saw a flock of ‘plovers’ flying high over the lake, but we only got onto them 

after they had passed over and it was difficult to identify them, we assumed that they were Golden 

Plover, but we couldn’t be sure.  

 

a Cormorant Tree 



We drifted past a small Sand Martin colony in the banks of a channel, in the past there was thousands 

of nest holes, but now with a higher water level, we saw only about 20 nest holes. Tree Sparrows were 

the only passerine we encountered out on the lake, well, you would not expect many would you? 

 

Water Buffalo taken from the balcony of the hotel by Mike Hails 

Another addition to our list was the Glossy Ibis, we saw a flock of 30-40 birds in the distance and a 

single one on an island, but we never saw a single Cattle Egret and not many Spoonbills. After three 

mesmerising hours we made it back to the jetty and headed off for lunch. 

 

the lone Bewick’s Swan - photo by Iordan Hristov (Dancho) 



Today we had arranged a sit-down lunch at a taverna at the railway station in Veronia. It was a lovely 

setting and the food was excellent we all enjoyed it. After that we drove back to the hotel for a siesta, 

a two-hour break, we reconvened at 4pm. Unfortunately, the rain clouds had gathered and our visit to 

the quayside a Lavidia was cut short because of rain. 

 

The jetty at Mandraki showing the boat from our cruise this morning 

We did see Golden Oriole, Turtle Dove, Common Cuckoo, Great Reed Warbler, Black-headed and 

Corn Buntings and many water birds already listed above. After driving back towards the hotel it 

stopped raining so we got off the bus for another walk into some fields where hedges and grass 

meadows were found. 

It was Mervyn who found the star bird, he saw a cuckoo-like bird fly into a very distant tree and when 

we ‘scoped it we realised that it was in fact, a Great Spotted Cuckoo!! What a find, not even Dancho 

had seen one in Greece before now. The bird took off and flew straight towards us and gave us some 

excellent flight views, what a magnificent beast! 

We were back at the hotel at 6:30pm in good time to prepare for dinner. Tomorrow is our last full and 

we hope to see a few more species, we have a total of 170 at the moment. 

LAKE KERKINI – DAY 7 – THURSSDAY 12TH MAY 2022 

LAKE KERKINI MINI-CRUISE – STRYMONAS RIVER MOUTH – VILLA BELLES WALK – 

SOUTHERN SHORE (near LITHOTOPOS & KORFOUDI) – SIDIROKASTRO CASTLE – 

SIDIROKASTRO WATERFALLS & QUARRY 



WEATHER: hot and sunny all day, with a light breeze. Top temp 27C 

Well what a day we had today, we went out with a bang!!! Lots of new birds and some fascinating 

scenery as we visited a few new sites. It was a great way to finish a superb birding week in Northern 

Greece. 

The pre-breakfast birding was split three ways: four of the photographers went with Dancho on a mini-

cruise on the Lake from 6am – to 8am. Mervyn and Leesa stayed and birded the lane and grounds 

around the hotel and I took the remaining people to the river mouth of the Strymonas. 

 

a superb shot of a Night Heron taken by Iordan Hristov (Dancho) during the morning mini-cruise 

We all recorded new birds for the trip which went onto the master list. The Photographers added 

Northern Lapwing and also saw the first and only Greater Flamingo on the lake. They also saw all the 

usual terns, pelicans, herons, egrets, ducks, geese and cormorants. 

 



another great shot by Iordan Hristov (Dancho) of a Dalmatian Pelican demonstrating that it has a big 

mouth, I don't think that the Great Cormorants are too impressed! 

Merv and Leesa found our only Sardinian Warblers of the trip and also saw Common Whitethroat, 

Eastern Olivaceous Warbler and a few other common species. 

My group made a brief stop at the Marshes just south of Veronia and saw the Grey-headed Woodpecker 

again, we also made a walk searching for crakes but failed to find any. We then made brief visit to the 

bridge over the River Mouth of the Strymonas and found quite a few species there. Red-footed Falcon 

was new for the trip, we also saw Little Ringed Plover, Little Stint, Bee-eaters, Hoopoes, red-backed 

Shrike, Eurasian Spoonbill and many common species. 

After a late breakfast the whole group left the hotel for the southern shore of the lake, but first we made 

stops to relocate the Sardinian Warbler and the Red-footed Falcon. We were successful on both counts! 

At the Sardinian Warbler site, we saw a Lesser Spotted Eagle fly over us and a few minutes later it 

came back carrying a Green Lizard, some of the group added the Lizard to their lists as it was still alive 

and moving! 

 

Scarce Swallowtail were seen at several sites today 

Fortunately, the male Red-footed Falcon was still present at the River and everyone now had a view of 

it in the scope as it perched on a telegraph pole. 



So, off we went to our scheduled sites to complete our day’s itinerary. Our first stop was near the 

southern shore at a large line of poplar trees. We stopped on the side of the road and view a colony of 

Eurasian Spoonbills. Also with them, was quite a few Night Herons, some Grey Herons and Little 

Egrets. The absence of Cattle Egrets during the entire trip was remarked upon several times during the 

trip, this species has not colonized the area as of yet, only a few individuals turn up each spring at the 

moment. 

 

a record shot of part of the Spoonbill colony 

At a large sluice gate near the dam at Lithotopos we searched for Penduline Tit and found a pair making 

a nest, quite high up in a willow tree over a stream. We spent quite a long time locating the nest and 

never had the best views as the birds visited to add more material. They did fly out once or twice and 

landed briefly in full view. 

 

Red-backed Shrike seen near the sluice gates 



Other birds of note at this site; was Kingfisher, Red-backed Shrike, Golden Oriole, Hoopoe, European 

Honey Buzzard, Black Kite, Common Nightingale and Eastern Olivaceous Warbler. 

For the rest of day we drove to the town of Sidirokastro and visited the Castle, a disused quarry, a 

waterfall and a raptor view-point. We negotiated the narrow streets of the town after finding the main 

road blocked by a Market, a short stop for coffee and picnic supplies was made when we eventually 

found a parking space. We added Greenfinch and Goldfinch to the day list during the lunch stop. 

 

a couple of views from the Castle Grounds at Sidirokastro 

 



 

 

looking from the Castle over the town of Sidirokastro 

At the Castle we enjoyed the commanding views back towards Lake Kerkini and also across to the 

mountains. The views were stunning in all directions. We saw a few species of birds on the rocks nearby 

such as Blue Rock Thrush, Black-eared Wheatear and also Eastern Olivaceous Warbler, Chaffinch, 

Greenfinch, Goldfinch and Cirl Bunting. 



 

underwing view (above) and upperwing view (below) of the Lesser Spotted Fritillary 

 

Plenty of butterflies were on the wing, we managed to catch up with a few of them: Scarce Swallowtail, 

Queen-of-Spain, Cardinal & Lesser Spotted Fritillaries, Small Heath, Brimstone, a few Blues’ and we 

also saw a Hummingbird Hawk Moth. 



 

Cardinal Fritillary 

We walked up an incline during the hottest part of the day to get to the disused Limestone Quarry, but 

it was worth it! We found our target species, including an active nest site, of the Western Rock Nuthatch 

and once again we listed Blue Rock Thrush, Eastern Black-eared Wheatear, Crag Martin and some of 

the group heard an Ortolan Bunting. 

A couple of lovely Orchids were found along the side of the track, we identified them as Woodcock 

Orchid and Mammose Orchid. 

 

The Mammose Orchid 

From the quarry we walked down into the pine woods and welcomed 

the shade of the trees. It was a lovely walk down to a couple of man-

made waterfalls where we found White-throated Dipper, an 

unexpected bonus for the trip. A pair of Masked Shrikes showed well 

too and some of group heard Hawfinches ‘ticking’ in the tree tops. 

Our very last hour of birding of the tour was spent at a sheltered 

seating area which in the past has proved to be a great site from 

where to watch Alpine Swifts and some raptor species. Almost 

immediately we found both Common and Alpine Swifts, they were 

very high up but easily recognisable and then Dancho called out a 



Long-legged Buzzard and we also saw Short-toed Eagle, Common Buzzard and a few more butterfly 

species. 

 

juvenile Dipper 

Well that was it, the birding was over we added 7 new species to the list, giving us 177 for the trip, an 

excellent record and testament to the birding finding skills of the group and of course Dancho our leader. 

We returned to the hotel to get ready for dinner which was a raucous and rowdy affair, especially as a 

bottle of Ouzo appeared on the table courtesy of Mike Hails. A vote for the bird of the trip turned into 

bedlam, but I think Lesser Spotted Woodpecker came out on top. I think everyone was in bed by 

10:30pm we have yet another early start tomorrow as we make our way back to Thessaloniki Airport. 

 

CHECKLIST OF SPECIES 

 
 

Common name Scientific name 
May 

6th  7th  8th  9th  10th  11th  12th  13th  

1.  Mute Swan Cygnus olor    X   X  
2.  Bewick’s Swan Cygnus columbianus      X   
3.  Greylag Goose Answer anser X X X X X X X  
4.  Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna X        
5.  Mallard Anas platyrhynchos X X X X X X X  
6.  Gadwall Anas strepera    X     
7.  Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca  X   X    
8.  Common Pochard Aythya ferina     X    
9.  Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata     X    
10.  Garganey Spatula querquedula   X  X    
11.  Rock Partridge Alectoris graeca   X      
12.  Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis  X  X X  X  
13.  Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus X X X X X X X  



  6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th
 13th 

14.  Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis X     X   
15.  Black Stork Ciconia nigra X X X X  X X  
16.  White Stork Ciconia ciconia X X X X X X X X 
17.  Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia X X X X X X X  
18.    Great Bittern Botaurus stellaris       X  
19.  Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus  X   X    
20.  Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax X X X X X X X  
21.  Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides X X X X X X X  
22.  Great Egret Ardea albus X X X X X X X  
23.  Grey Heron Ardea cinerea X X X X X X X X 
24.  Purple Heron Ardea purpurea  X X X X X X  
25.  Little Egret Egretta garzetta  X X X X X   
26.  Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus      X X  
27.  Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus X X X X X X X  
28.  Dalmatian Pelican Pelecanus crispus X X X X X X X  
29.  Pygmy Cormorant Phalacrocorax pygmeus X X X X X X X  
30.  Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo X X X X X X X  
31.  Black Kite Milvus migrans    X   X  
32.  Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus X X X X X X X  
33.  Booted Eagle Aquila pennata  X  X     
34.  Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus X X X X  X X  
35.  Levant Sparrowhawk Accipiter brevipes  X X X X  X  
36.  Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus  X       
37.  Common Buzzard Buteo buteo X X X X X X X  
38.  Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus       X  
39.  Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus X X X X   X  
40.  Lesser Spotted Eagle Aquila pomarina  X X X X X X  
41.  Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos X X  X     
42.  Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus X X X X X X X  
43.  Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus       X  
44.  Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus  X X    X  
45.  Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus  X  X X X X  
46.  Eurasian Coot Fulica atra X X X X X X X  
47.  Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus X        
48.  Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta X        
49.  Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius    X   X  
50.  Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula X        
51.  Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrius X        
52.  Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus       X  
53.  Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres X        
54.  Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea X        
55.  Little Stint Calidris minuta X      X  
56.  Ruff Calidris pugnax   X  X  X  
57.  Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa      X   
58.  Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola X    X X X  
59.  Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos X        
60.  Common Redshank Tringa totanus X        
61.  Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus X        
62.  Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia X        
63.  Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus      X   
64.  Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus X X X X X X   
65.  Slender-billed Gull Chroicocephalus genei X        
66.  Mediterranean Gull  Ichthyaetus  melanocephalus X        



  6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th
 13th 

67.  Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis X X  X X X X  
68.  Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia    X X    
69.  Common Tern Sterna hirundo X X X X X X X  
70.  Little Tern Sternula albifrons X        
71.  Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida X    X X X  
72.  White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus      X   
73.  Black Tern Chlidonias niger X     X X  
74.  Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon Columba livia X X X X X X X  
75.  Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus X X X  X  X  
76.  European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur X X X X X X X  
77.  Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto X X X X X X X  
78.  Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus X X X X X X X  
79.  Great Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius      X   
80.  Eurasian Scops Owl Otus scops     H X   
81.  Little Owl Athene noctua X H X X X X   
82.  Eurasian Eagle Owl Bubo bubo    X     
83.  Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba       X  
84.  Common Swift Apus apus X  X    X  
85.  Pallid Swift Apus pallidus        X 
86.  European Bee-eater Merops apiaster X X X X X X X X 
87.  European Roller Coracias garrulus X  X  X    
88.  Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops  X X X X X X  
89.  Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius   X      
90.  Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus minor     X    
91.  Middle Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos medius     X  X  
92.  Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major  X   X X X  
93.  Syrian Woodpecker Dendrocopus syriacus  X  X X    
94.  European Green Woodpecker Picus viridis X H  X X X   
95.  Grey-headed Woodpecker Picus canus     X  X  
96.  Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio  X X X X  X  
97.  Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor  X  X X    
98.  Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator  X X X     
99.  Masked Shrike Lanius nubicus    X   X  
100.  Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus X H X X X X X  
101.  Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius X X X X X X X  
102.  Eurasian Magpie Pica pica X X X X X X X X 
103.  Hooded Crow Corvus cornix X X X X X X X X 
104.  Rook Corvus frugilegus X        
105.  Western Jackdaw Corvus monedula X   X    X 
106.  Northern Raven Corvus corax  X X  X X X  
107.  Marsh Tit Poecile palustris    X     
108.  Sombre Tit Poecile lugubris  X  H     
109.  Coal Tit Periparus ater   X      
110.  Great Tit Parus major X X X X X  X  
111.  Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus  X X  X  X  
112.  Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus  X X X X  X  
113.  Eurasian Penduline Tit Remiz pendulinus  H   X X X  
114.  Crested Lark Galerida cristata X X X X X X X X 
115.  Woodlark Lullula arborea   X H     
116.  Sand Martin Riparia riparia X X   X X X  
117.  Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica X X X X X X X X 
118.  Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris  X X    X  
119.  Common House Martin Delichon urbicum X X X X X X X X 



  6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th
 13th 

120.  Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica  X X X X X X X 
121.  Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti H H  H H H H  
122.  Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus X X  X X X X  
123.  Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus H   X X    
124.  Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenbaenus    X X    
125.  River Warbler Locustella fluviatilis  H       
126.  Eastern Olivaceous Warbler Iduna pallida H X X X X H X  
127.  Olive-tree Warbler Hippolais olivetorum    X     
128.  Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin  X       
129.  Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla  X H  X    
130.  Lesser Whitethroat Curruca curruca   H      
131.  Common Whitethroat Curruca communis  X X X   X  
132.  Eastern Subalpine Warbler Curruca cantillans  X X    X  
133.  Sardinian Warbler Curruca melanocephala       X  
134.  Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita   X H X    
135.  Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus  X       
136.  Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   H  H    
137.  Common Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla   X      
138.  Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea   H  X X   
139.  Western Rock Nuthatch Sitta neumayer       X  
140.  Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla   H      
141.  Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris X X X X X X X X 
142.  Common Blackbird Turdus merula X X X X X X   
143.  Song Thrush Turdus philomelos   X  X X   
144.  Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus   X      
145.  European Robin Erithacus rubecula   H  X    
146.  Dipper Cinclus cinclus       X  
147.  Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos H H H X H X X H 
148.  European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola   X      
149.  Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra X X       
150.  Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochrurus   X      
151.  Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus    X     
152.  Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe X  X      
153.  Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica  X  X   X  
154.  Common Rock Thrush Monticola saxatilis   X      
155.  Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius  X     X  
156.  Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata  X   X  X  
157.  Semi-collared Flycatcher  Ficedula semitorquata   H   X   
158.  House Sparrow Passer domesticus X X X X X X X X 
159.  Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis X X X X X X X  
160.  Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus X    X X X  
161.  Black-headed Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava feldegg X X  X X    
162.  White Wagtail Motacilla m. alba  X     X  
163.  Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea   X   X X  
164.  Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris X        
165.  Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis   X      
166.  Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs   X  X X X  
167.  European Greenfinch Carduelis chloris   X    X  
168.  European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis  X X  X X X  
169.  Common Linnet Linaria cannabina   X      
170.  Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra   X      
171.  Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes  H  X X  X  
172.  Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana    X   H  



  6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th
 13th 

173.  Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus  X X X     
174.  Black-headed Bunting Emberiza melanocephala X X X X X X X  
175.  Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra X X X X X X X X 
176.  Rock Bunting Emberiza cia   X      
177.  Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus    X     
178.  Ring-necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri X        

 

Butterflies, Dragonflies and other interesting insects 

 
 

Common name Scientific name 
May 

6th  7th  8th  9th  10th  11th  12th  13th  

1. 1
12 

Eastern Festoon Zerynthia cerisyi  X    X X  
2.  Scarce Swallowtail   Iphiclides podalirius  X  X   X  
3.  Common Swallowtail        X  
4. 1
13 

Brimstone   Gonepteryx rhamni 

 
      X  

5.  Black-vined White Aporia crataegi    X     
6. 1
17 

Eastern Bath White Pontia edusa     X    
7. 1
18 

Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines  X  X X X   
8. 1
19 

Eastern Wood White Leptidea duponcheli     X    
9. 1
20 

Clouded Yellow Colias crocea  X X X X X X  
10. 1
21 

Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi  X  X     
11. 1
23 

Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus  X X X X    
12. 1
26 

Silver-studded Blue Plebejus argus  X  X     
13. 1
27 

Brown Argus Arica agrestis    X X X   
14. 1
29 

Common Blue Polyommatus icarus  X  X X    
15.  Little Tiger Blue Tarucus balkanicus    X     
16. 1
31 

Southern White Admiral Limenitis reducta    X X    
17. 1
32 

Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae   X X     
18. 1
33 

Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta  X X X     
19. 1
34 

Painted Lady Vanessa cardui      X   
20.  Nettle-Tree Butterfly Libythea celtis  X       
21. 1
36 

Lesser Spotted Fritillary Melitaea trivia  X  X X  X  
22. 1
37 

Queen of Spain Fritillary Issoria lathonia  X X X X  X  
23.  Cardinal Fritillary Argynnis pandora       X  
24. 1
38 

Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria      X X  
25. 1
39 

Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus  X X X X  X  
26. 1
40 

Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina       X  
27.  Wall Brown Lasiommata megera  X       
28.  Large Wall Brown Lasiommata maera    X     
29.  Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages     X    
30.  Common Glider Neptis sappho     X    
 Dragonflies & Damselflies 

 

 

        
31.  Common Bluetail Ishnura elegans  X  X  X   
32.  Broad Scarlet Crocothemis erythraea    X     
33.  Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa  X  X     
34.  Blue Chaser Libellula fulva    X     
35.  Black-tailed Skimmer Orthetrum cancellatum  X X X X X   
36.  Small Pincertail Onychogomphus forcipatus   X      
 Mammals/Reptiles/Amphibians 

 

        
37.  Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus   X      
38.  Red Fox Vulpes vulpes   X  X X   



39.  Golden Jackal Canis canis   H H H    
40.  Coypu   (introduced species)   X X X    
41.            
42.  Hermann’s Tortoise Testudo hermanni    X   X  
43.  Grass Snake Natrix natrix    X     
44.  European Pond Terrapin Emys orbicularis  X X X X X X  
45.  Marsh Frog Pelophylax ridibundus   X H X H H  
46.    Common Tree Frog Hyla arborea   H  H    
47.  Common Toad Bufo bufo         
48.  Horn-nosed Viper Vipera ammodytes    X     
49.  Erhard’s Wall Lizard Podarcis erhardii   X      
50.  Glass Lizard Ophisaurus apodus     X    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


