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DAY 1 - 20TH MARCH  

 

FLIGHT LONDON – MARRAKECH -TRANSFER TO OURIKA VALLEY 

A late arrival from the UK followed by bad weather didn't bode well - however we did see some 

goodies........... 

It was the French Air-Traffic controller’s strike action which made our arrival at Menara Airport in 

Marrakech over an hour late. However, we all arrived safely and met up with our driver and bus 

within minutes of leaving the terminal, soon we were on our way heading towards the Atlas 

Mountains. We saw House Sparrow and House 

Bunting at the terminal and we quickly listed 

White Stork, Collared Dove, Barn Swallow and 

Common Magpie as we drove through the 

suburbs of Marrakech. We could see heavy 

clouds ahead of us in the distance, they were 

covering the snow-capped mountains. We 

added Cattle and Little Egrets, Common Bulbul 

and Corn Bunting to our list as we ventured into 

the Ourika Valley. 

     Crimson-winged Finch at Oukaimedan 

It was 2:30pm when we arrived at our hotel, we quickly dropped off our luggage, unpacked our 

scopes and got changed into birding gear in readiness for the afternoon trip to Oukaimedan in the 

High Atlas. Unfortunately for us as we got higher up we drove into thick cloud, it was a dense fog by 

the time we reached Oukaimedan. Many day trippers and tourists crowded the area but most were 

departing as we arrived. We parked at the top car park near the ski-lift and set off in search of our 

main target species the Crimson-winged Finch. Within a few minutes we found a couple then a few 

more and then a flock of about 100, amazingly these delightful little finches allowed close approach, 

we got great pictures of them. 

A couple of Atlas Horned Larks fed alongside them. We also found both African and Common 

Chaffinch, Black Redstart, Rock Sparrow, Mistle Thrush and we heard both species of Chough but 

we couldn’t find them in the thick cloud cover. 

 

 At 5pm we set off back down the mountain, breaking through the cloud and seeing the wonderful 

landscape once more. Before we retired for the day we made a final stop to look for Little Swifts at 
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a location I have known for years. Sure enough the birds were there, about 20 of them, but they 

stayed very high and it was hard to see any colour in the poor light. We had good views of Common 

Bulbul before we left for the hotel. At 7:30pm we had a lovely hot chicken tajine for dinner, our bird 

log was short and so we were in bed by 9:30pm. We have an early start tomorrow let’s hope the 

weather improves. 

DAY 2 - 21ST MARCH 2016 

TRANSFER FROM OURIKA VALLEY TO BOUMALNE DADES VIA QUARZATATE 

A mixed bag of fortune today especially with the weather as we travelled south-eastward towards 

the desert................. 

The weather more or less ruined our first morning’s birding, it was very cloudy and it was raining 

when we emerged from the hotel after a very early breakfast. We packed the bus with our luggage 

in preparation for our long journey to Boumalne Dades, we intended to be on the road all day making 

many stops along the way. As we drove down the Ourika Valley the sky brightened and the rain 

eased off to a drizzle, our first stop was just 10km along the road at a place I favoured to look for 

the Endemic Levaillant’s Woodpecker. Would you believe it? as soon as we stepped off the bus a 

Levaillant’s Woodpecker flew across the road from behind us and landed in the nearest tree! 

Incredible! We ‘scoped’ the bird for 5 minutes as it obligingly posed for us.  

After that excitement the morning walk went down-hill rapidly because the planned walking-route 

alongside a small stream was semi-flooded and we ended up in a flooded field. We had to turn back 

and abandon the walk, nevertheless, we did see a few species; European Robin, Blackcap, Cetti’s 

Warbler, Sardinian Warbler, African Chaffinch, Common Bulbul, Great Tit, African Blue Tit and lots 

of Blackbirds and Cattle Egrets. 

We set off to continue our journey and some 20km along the route we stopped to bird from the 

roadside, we had a wonderful view over a flat plain and back to the snow covered Atlas Mountains. 

If the cloud cover wasn’t so invasive it would have 

been a wonderful sight. From our view-point we 

watched Moroccan Magpie, Barbary Partridge, 

Thekla Lark, Bonelli’s and Sardinian Warblers, 

Spanish Sparrow and lots of Cattle Egrets. 

From there we continued through the magnificent 

Tizi n Tichka Pass, we stopped several times as 

we progressed eastward, listing some nice 

species. We added Great Grey Shrike 

(Algeriensis), Black Wheatear, Black-eared 
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Wheatear, White Stork, Corn Bunting, Spotless Starling, Booted Eagle, Crag Martin, Cirl Bunting 

and a fabulous Barbary Falcon. 

On the other side of the pass the cloud-cover dispersed but the wind picked up. Our lunch-stop and 

a short birding break was thwarted by a strong wind, we did see Bonelli’s Warbler, Black Wheatear, 

Thekla Lark and Black Redstart but there should have been much more. 

A couple of more stops were made just east of Quarzatate, the first was at a small stream where a 

flock of Barn Swallows were feeding low over the water, they were joined by a few Red-rumped 

Swallows, also along the banks we 

found Meadow Pipit, White Wagtail, Eurasian 

Chiffchaff and a flock of European Bee-eaters 

flew by. 

Our last main birding stop was at the huge 

Quarzatate Reservoir, but our enjoyment was 

spoilt by the strong wind. We had to huddle 

behind a building to search the lake which 

produced; Great Cormorant, Ruddy Shelduck, 

Redshank, Grey Heron, Northern Shoveler, 

Kentish and Ringed Plover and not much else. 

The stony-desert plains surrounding the reservoir turned up a Desert Wheatear and as we continued 

to Boumalne Dades we added both Marsh Harrier and Black Kite to the trip list. 

We arrived at our hotel at 6:20pm, it was still light and still very windy, so no more birding. We a 

lovely meal at 7:30pm retired to bed a couple of hours later. 

DAY 3 - 22ND MARCH 2016  

BOUMALNE DADES – TAGDILT TRACK – DADES GORGE  

The weather dominated our day out today, it was very cold with snow at times and a strong North-

Westerly wind hampered our afternoon birding enjoyment.  

After a very early breakfast we set out from the hotel on foot across the huge expanse of stony-

plains situated right outside the main gate of the hotel. We set off towards a mini-rubbish dump 

some 500 meters away. The sky was clear the temperature was around freezing and the breeze 

had a cold bite to it. It was a struggle to find any birds but we did eventually see Northern, Red-

rumped, Black and White-crowned Wheatears. A few Thekla Larks appeared and we saw distant 

Blue Rock Thrush. 
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We then jumped onto the minibus for the short trip to the Tagdilt Track, so called because it leads 

to the village called Tagdilt! The first section of 

this dirt track takes you through a huge rubbish 

tip where litter is strewn across the landscape 

as far as the eye can see. Packs of stray dogs 

roam the ‘tip’ and sometimes the smell isn’t very 

pleasant. I paint a sordid picture of the site but 

in fact it is a haven for birds, they seem to love 

it. 

 Thick-billed Lark 

For a couple of kilometers we walked towards the tip and we saw all sorts of birds, but the best by 

far was the THICK-BILLED LARK, we had great views of around six of them. We also saw Thekla, 

Crested, Greater Short-toed and Skylarks. Trumpeter Finches showed well, as did Desert & Red-

rumped Wheatears, Temminck’s Horned Lark and a couple of Long-legged Buzzards stood not too 

far away. 

From there we drove to the ‘new’ Tagdilt road and after a short while we stopped at a site where 

seasonal pools usually form after rain. Alas no water was there but to our great surprise a huge flock 

of some 60+ Pin-tailed Sandgrouse were! I 

inadvertently flushed them much to the 

disappointment of the group, they were so close but 

I never saw them. we watched them for 5 minutes 

as they circled high above us but they never 

returned, my name was mud after that! 

    record shot of Pintail Sandgrouse 

Moving on we drove another 5km to a small farming 

area where a tree-lined stream feeds some small 

agricultural fields. It was quite windy but we notched 

up quite a few species as this little green ‘oasis’ was an obvious magnet for birds. 

We found Eurasian Hoopoe, Common Redstart, Woodchat Shrike, Meadow Pipit, Eurasian 

Chiffchaff, Willow Warbler, Bonelli’s Warbler and a superb pair of Moussier’s Redstarts, the male 

looked exquisite in the morning sunlight. A Common Swift flew over as did Barn Swallow, House 

Bunting, Goldfinch and Serin. 

 



After that excellent diversion we set off back to ‘reggs’ or stony plains to look for a few species 

missing from the list, we stopped to photograph a 

herd of nomadic Camels along the way. 

Back on the Tagdilt Track we soon found 

Temminck’s Horned Lark and Greater Short-toed 

Lark and whilst watching the later we discovered a 

pair of Cream-coloured Coursers, fantastic! Our 

route took us onto higher ground where the wind 

was stronger but the view back to Boumalne Dades 

was stunning. 

    Fat Sand Rat 

   Gorge du Dades 

A probable Lanner Falcon was seen high up in the distance and the very next land bird was, in fact, 

another Lanner. The bird flushed from a ground-perch as we got out of the bus on one occasion, it 

landed in view but very distant. 

It was now late morning so we headed back towards 

the hotel for lunch but we made a short diversion to 

the roadside ‘pools’ to try to see the sandgrouse 

again. A quick stop along the way to look at a 

Common Kestrel resulted in the finding of a 

Common Pratincole, another nice species to see. 

 Red-rumped Wheatear 

The Pintail Sandgrouse were back but a little distant 

from the road so we slowly crept from the bus and got within 30 meters of them, not close enough 

to flush them but within camera range, click, click! 

Lunch was taken back at the hotel and by 1pm we were back on the bus heading to the Gorge du 

Dades, one stop at the cash point in town provided us with sightings of a Booted Eagle. The journey 

up to the top of the gorge took us through sprawling suburbs and varied landscapes with some 

incredible rock formations. The ever present Oued Dades was always by our side, we made a couple 

of stops where we found Eurasian Siskin, Blackcap, Grey Wagtail, White Stork, Crag Martin, Blue 

Rock Thrush and a fly-pass Laughing Dove. 



At the head of the gorge we soon found our target species, the Tristram’s Warbler, it showed 

extremely well and as we enjoyed a coffee stop we also enjoyed the company of Black Wheatear, 

Blue Rock Thrush and House Bunting. 

Tristram's Warbler taken by Conor Finch 

Back at the hotel at 4:30pm we walked across a 

small area of the plains to look for Desert Lark, 

after about 20 minutes we found two of them, we 

also had cracking views of Thick-billed Lark and 

Thekla Lark. But best of all was the sighting of a 

male Seebohm’s Wheatear, it was a corker and 

showed very well but it was flighty. The cold biting 

wind eventually drove us off, we finished for the 

day at 5:30pm and took an early shower. 

Dinner was another lovely tajine, lamb with prunes, sliced boiled eggs and almonds, in a lovely 

sauce, delicious! 

DAY 4 - 23rd MARCH 2016 

TRANSFER FROM BOUMALNE DADES TO MERZOUGA WITH A SECOND VISIT TO TAGDILT 

TRACK PLUS OTHER PLACES. 

Our early breakfast was enjoyed by all, including Kevin who been under the weather from day 1 and 

because of this he missed a full day’s birding yesterday and so to compensate Kevin’s loss of 

sightings we returned to the Tagdilt Track for a second helping! 

We made the short journey in just a few minutes and within 

half-an-hour we enjoyed sightings of Temminck’s Horned 

Lark, Red-rumped and Desert Wheatear, Thick-billed Lark, 

Greater Short-toed Lark and a Long-legged Buzzard. A 

return to the roadside ‘pools’ looking for Sandgrouse failed 

to produce any sandgrouse but we did find Tawny Pipit, 

Meadow Pipit, White Wagtail and a dozen more 

Temminck’s Horned Larks. 

 

Blue-cheeked Bee-eater - we found a group of 6 just 

south of Goulmima 
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From there we began our journey to Merzouga heading southwest in perfect weather, lovely blue 

sky with little wind. After just a few kilometers we turned onto a track that led to a deep gorge where 

Pharoah Eagle Owls breed. We set off on foot into the gorge, our pace was slow because we kept 

finding good birds to watch. Desert Larks and Black Wheatears kept us entertained until we 

discovered a pair of Magreb Wheatears! This was a great find as this species was one of our most 

wanted sightings. Then a Lanner Falcon flew up followed by good views of Black Redstart and 

Trumpeter Finch. 

 

Common Cuckoo - taken by Kevin Jones 

Once in the gorge we quickly found the Eagle 

Owl, an adult sat perched in the entrance to a 

cave, a lovely sighting. Other species seen 

were Bonelli’s Warbler, Crag Martin, Sand 

Martin, Blue Rock Thrush and Common 

Kestrel. 

From there we drove for a long spell passing through Tinhir and not stopping until we were in 

Goulmima where we bought lunch. We drove another 15km towards Erachida before stopping to 

eat, but we had a little bird to find first. Our target species was Scrub Warbler but we were happy to 

take anything that comes, Woodchat Shrike, Great Grey Shrike, Subalpine Warbler and Trumpeter 

Finch were soon on the list. 

 We walked along a Wadi which is a dry river bed, the landscape was flat sandy desert with clumps 

of vegetation and the occasional thicket of thorny leafless shrubs. This was perfect habitat for the 

Scrub Warbler and after about 30 minutes we found one. This fantastic little gem spends a lot of 

time on the ground hopping between the stumps of grass with its long tail cocked like a wren, it was 

a wonderful find. 

After we ate our picnic lunch we walked on the other side of the road where similar habitat had even 

more thorny-thickets, we looked for warblers and babblers. Subalpine, Sardinian and Bonelli’s 

Warblers joined Common Cuckoo and Common Nightingale onto our sightings list before we set off 

to continue the drive to Merzouga. 

Our route took us back through Goulmima where we turned south towards Erfoud, we saw Common 

Raven, Booted Eagle and a beautiful male Montagu’s Harrier during this section of the trip. We 

stopped at a ford where a new bridge was being constructed, the river was barely flowing but large 

pools of water remained. A small colony of Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters has been established here for 

a few years and today 6 birds were present. Such a beautiful species is always a crowd pleaser, 



they performed well and perched nicely for our cameras. A few other species were present but got 

very little attention because the Bee-eaters were truly stunning. We did see Little Ringed and Kentish 

Plover, Cattle Egret, Grey Heron, White Wagtail, Sand Martin, White-crowned Wheatear, Blue Rock 

Thrush and Common Kestrel. 

 

        another Blue-cheeked Bee-eater 

A coffee and toilet break was taken in Erfoud, we 

saw more Bee-eaters, both European and Blue-

cheeked were seen as we approached this large 

town. The last section of the journey took us 

through Rissani and then open desert to 

Merzouga. The imposing Erg Chebbi sand dune system sat on the distant horizon shaped like a 

herd of sleeping animals as we got nearer we could see their beautiful colour in the afternoon 

sunlight. 

Our hotel for three nights was positioned next to the dunes, a beautiful spot and a lovely traditional 

dwelling, having just 10 rooms we had the place to ourselves, wonderful. After being given mint tea 

and a snack we had time to walk the grounds which were dominated by clumps and hedges of 

Tamarisk and Palm Trees. 

Small sections of cultivated land held several good bird species, warblers in particular like to feed in 

the low growing Lucerne or Alfalfa. We saw Eurasian Chiffchaff, Willow Warbler, Bonelli’s and 

Subalpine Warblers as well as Eurasian Hoopoe, Woodchat Shrike, Common Redstart and many 

Collared Doves. Four Brown-necked Ravens were our last sighting of the day. 

 We ate a lovely traditional dinner, not tajine for a change, but a spicy tortilla with minced meat and 

almonds, served with diced salad, it was delicious. 

DAY 5 - 24TH MARCH 2016 

MERZOUGA AREA – CAFÉ YASMINA – RISSANI – OUED GHERIS – ALNIF ROAD 

Our desert experience began at 6:45 am as we emerged from our hotel, the weather was bad again, 

dull and overcast with a biting cold north-easterly wind. It took 15 minutes to drive to our first birding 

site which was a dry river bed that stretched for miles into the desert plains from the roadside. This 

treeless habitat of sand and large finely spaced clumps of vegetation was ideal for a number of 

species. 
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We set off on foot, wrapped in winter clothing, walking against the cold wind whilst being sand-

blasted. It was amazing that we saw anything at all, but after a few hundred meters we found our 

main target species the Desert Warbler. This bird was obviously feeding young as it carried food 

whilst flitting from grass mound to cistus shrub, it 

often perched on the ground. 

We continued the walk and as the sun broke 

through the clouds the wind eased a little, we found 

Desert Wheatear and a second Desert Warbler, 

several Bar-tailed Desert Larks and a Brown-

necked Raven was sitting on a nest in the only bush 

for miles around. Just before we headed over to the 

bus one of the group, Dereck, found another most 

wanted species, the Hoopoe Lark. 

Hoopoe Lark 

Back ln the bus we drove another 10 kilometers to the Erg Chebbi sand dune system where a 

number of well-spaced Auberges were situated. The one we visited was called Café Yasmina, it 

was built on a rise besides a low-lying area of dense tamarisk shrubs which often floods to form a 

huge seasonal lake, alas it was dry this year. 

After a quick cup of coffee we walked through the tamarisk bushes and trees, the wind played havoc 

with our birding yet again but on the lea side of most trees and bushes we found shelter and birds. 

Many migrant warblers flitted about, the most abundant by far was Bonelli’s Warbler, followed by 

Subalpine Warbler, then Eurasian 

Chiffchaff, Common Redstart, Willow 

Warbler and a few that got away. 

Eurasian Hoopoe, hundreds of House 

Sparrows, Feral Pigeons and Collared 

Doves flew around the scrub area and in 

the Kasbah/Auberge compound. 

 Eurasian Hoopoe 

We finished there after watching a 

number of species coming to drink 

where a dripping tap had formed a small pool. We had excellent close views of most of the species 

mentioned above including an additional Blackcap. 



From the dunes we drove to Rissani where we took the ‘Tourist Route’ which circumnavigates the 

town passing through rural landscape and 

several picturesque villages. We didn’t get 

far! because we stopped to photograph Blue-

cheeked Bee-eaters, then we discovered 

one of our targets, the Long-billed Crested 

Lark. We also enjoyed Woodchat Shrikes, 

Trumpeter Finches and a distant Short-toed 

Eagle. 

Long-billed Crested Lark - subspecies 

Riggenbachi 

Once back on the bus we travelled just a few hundred meters when we discovered our most wanted 

species, the Fulvous Babbler, not one but a dozen or so. At least an hour was spent trying to 

photograph them before we turned around and 

drove into town to buy lunch, job done! 

   Erg Chebbi sand-dune taken from Cafe 

Yasmina 

From Rissani we drove to Oued Gheris and where 

a new bridge replaced a ford, we sat to eat our 

picnic lunch. The river (Oued) was virtually dry but 

still had small pools, there was also reeds, scrub 

and lots of Tamarisk. One tamarisk tree held a 

number of warblers, Orphean Warbler was nice, 

Bonelli’s and Subalpine proved to very common but we did see Saharan (Olivaceous) Warbler, a 

smaller, darker, resident, bird than Western 

Olivaceous and soon (we hope) to be given species 

status. 

 

                    Fulvous Babbler  

Birds seen around the water included Black-winged 

Stilts, Green Sandpiper and several Bonelli’s 

Warbler and a nearby rubbish tip attracted many 

Brown-necked Ravens, Black Kites and the odd 



Booted Eagle. That was about the sum total of 

our findings. 

 

 

    Black-winged Stilts at Oued Gheris 

We continued along this road where the 

landscape consisted of ‘islands’ of huge rock 

formations lying at an angle and peaking 

around 100 meters above the horizon in a ‘sea’ of flat desert landscape. These outcrops of rock 

were surrounded by miles of flat stony plains with large chunks of vegetated sandy areas. We picked 

up Ali, a local nomadic man, who over the last 15 years has become known as the ‘owl man’ because 

he finds the Pharaoh Eagle Owl for visiting 

birders for a little financial recompense. But 

today he was to guide us to some 

Sandgrouse so we concentrated our efforts 

on the flat vegetated areas.  

 the Group on the terrace at Cafe 

Yasmina 

Unfortunately after driving for several 

kilometers we never saw a single 

sandgrouse. However on the way back we 

did find two groups of Spotted Sandgrouse, 

first there were about a dozen on our right and whilst watching them we heard  even more on our 

left. About 50 were in the second flock, we drove nearer for a better look but they simply 

disappeared, amazing not one of us saw them fly off! A mirage perhaps? 

We left Ali were we found him and drove back towards the hotel, the wind was still a problem and 

an attempt to see Egyptian Nightjars was abandoned just after it got dark. We had dinner at 8pm. 

DAY 6 - 25TH MARCH 2016 

LOCAL WALK – CAFÉ YASMINA – ERG CHEBBI DUNES – ALNIF ROAD 

We spent an hour walking around the grounds of the hotel and our local neighbourhood, it was a 

beautiful sunny morning, the wind has gone and the sky was clear, just fantastic. The morning light 

was superb, excellent for photography, we took full advantage of it. 
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Whilst not seeing any new species there were plenty of birds flitting about, especially in a small area 

used for growing alfalfa and other vegetables. Eurasian Hoopoe, Common Redstart, Sardinian & 

Subalpine Warblers and Woodchat Shrike provided the colour whilst many Chiffchaffs, Bonelli’s & 

Willow Warblers provided the intrigue. 

Woodchat Shrike in the hand - taken by Kevin Jones 

After breakfast we set off for the Café 

Yasmina arriving around 9am, now the wind 

had gone the local bird ringing station was in 

operation. We watched a Spanish ‘ringer’ 

process a number of catches, it was lovely to 

see some of the colourful species in the 

hand, in fact, with exception of the Hoopoe 

he caught all the species that we had 

observed earlier in our hotel grounds. 

We added Yellow Wagtail (Iberiae) to our list before we set off on our epic walk through the dunes. 

It was quite an exciting prospect and a physical challenge to walk 3km up and over the rolling-hills 

of sand but we did it. The reason? Well, a Berber village in the centre of the dune holds a small 

colony of Desert Sparrows and we wanted to see this fast declining species. It was an amazing and 

thrilling experience, everyone thoroughly enjoyed it and to top it off we saw several Desert Sparrows, 

excellent. 

most of the group headed off into the dunes for the 3km hike to a Berber village - just for a 

'sparrow' sighting!!! 

We were back by 1pm and a little later we sat 

on the huge terrace at Café Yasmina and really 

enjoyed a superb, relaxed lunch. 

At 2:30pm we were off to look for Sandgrouse, 

we passed through Rissani and drove out 

along the Alnif Road for about 10km where we 

turned onto a track and headed into the hills. 

Along the way we saw plenty of Brown-necked 

Ravens and Black Kites. 

At the entrance to a huge hidden plateau we got off the bus to walk through the very flat landscape 

which stretched for 5km in front of us and was about 1km wide, it was completely surrounded by 

craggy hills, just like a gigantic caldera. The vegetation was quite dense in places but provided 



excellent cover for sandgrouse and on several previous visits I had seen both Spotted and Crowned 

Sandgrouse there. 

Seebohm's Wheatear - taken by Kevin 

Jones 

We spread out in a long line and walked the 

length of the plateau, alas we never found a 

sandgrouse, but it was amazing to hear about 

everyone’s experience they had had during 

the walk! 

This single area held about fifteen difference 

species, we all saw some of them, the most 

exciting find was of Scrub Warbler, but a 

Seebohm’s Wheatear was up there too! Other 

species seen included; Spectacled Warbler 

(unfortunately only I saw them), White-crowned & Black-eared Wheatears, Bar-tailed  and Desert 

Larks, Woodchat & Great Grey Shrikes, Trumpeter Finch and Sardinian, Subalpine and Bonelli’s 

Warblers. 

We walked up a sloping track that took us up and over the edge of the ‘caldera’ where our bus was 

waiting and a quick look for sandgrouse at a second area nearby in the fading afternoon light also 

proved fruitless. By now we were all tired so we set off for the hour long journey back to the hotel. 

One stop was made along the way to look at a Little Owl, this very different looking subspecies 

(Athene noctua glaux)  is very brown and could be a candidate for species status in the future, a 

lovely bird to finish off our excellent day in the desert. 

DAY 7 - 26TH MARCH 2016 

TRANSFER FROM MERZOUGA TO TALIOUINE VIA RISSANI, ALNIF AND AGDZ  

This is always the day with the longest journey and the shortest bird list! We set off at 8am in the 

most glorious of weather, bright sunshine and not a cloud in the sky. We soon got to Rissani where 

we saw the Little Owl again, also Yellow Wagtails, Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters and Crested Larks.  We 

made a quick stop to look at the Saharan Olivaceous Warbler. This subspecies breeds locally and 

is resident year round, it is smaller ( Phylloscopus size)  than its cousin the Western Olivaceous 

Warbler which is a migrant. Within minutes we saw a pair of them feeding in the tamarisk trees, 

seen well, job done, so we moved on. 
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Next we stopped along the Alnif road just outside of Rissani for our last search for Crowned 

Sandgrouse, again we failed to see any, but we listed a few species whilst searching, Cream 

Coloured Courser, Brown-necked Raven, Bar-tailed Desert Lark, Greater Short-toed Lark and 

Desert Wheatear. 

From there we drove to Agdz making one coffee stop where we sat on a terrace with a beautiful 

panoramic view over palm trees and distant mountains. We had close views of House Bunting, Blue 

Rock Thrush, Subalpine Warbler and an Agama Lizard, also an African Tiger went by, a butterfly of 

course, not the striped mammal! 

We bought lunch in Agdz and ate it a few kilometers outside of town under the shade of thorny 

Acacia trees, during lunch we had good views of Laughing Dove and Blue-cheeked Bee-eater, also 

House Bunting, Bonelli’s and 

Subalpine Warblers. 

From Agdz we put in a long 

afternoon on the road, stopping 

only twice, firstly to look for 

sandgrouse and secondly to 

scope a Peregrine Falcon on a 

telegraph pole. 

Little Owl- subspecies-(Athene n. 

glaux) 

Once we reached our hotel in 

Taliouine we quickly dropped off 

our luggage in our rooms and set off for a walk in a wooded area where many small cultivated fields 

sat in the shelter of the trees. There were lots of common woodland species flitting about as well as 

Common Bulbul, Eurasian Hoopoe, European Bee-eater, Laughing Dove, Common Nightingale 

(singing), Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Serin, African Chaffinch, Great Tit, House and Spanish Sparrow, 

Woodchat Shrike and down by the river we saw Little Ringed Plovers. 

Dinner was taken at 7:30pm, a delicious lamb tajine with lots of vegetables, we were in bed by 9pm 

knowing that the clocks are changing to summer time hours and we lose 1 hour of sleep, such fun! 

DAY 8 - 27TH MARCH 2016 

TRANSFER FROM TALIOUINE TO AGADIR WITH STOPS AT AOULOUZ GORGE, SOUSS 

VALLEY ARGAN FOREST AND SOUS MASSA 
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Our early morning walk at Taliouine didn’t produce any new species and it was an hour later because 

of the change to Summer Time hours. So we ate breakfast and set off for Agadir. 

The first place we stopped at was 

marvellous, we parked on a bridge just 

outside the town of Aoulouz where the 

river Souss flows over a stony river-bed. 

We saw many new species including a 

couple of exciting finds. The three white 

egrets Great, Little and Cattle were 

joined by Grey Heron, Squacco Heron, 

Glossy Ibis, Ruddy Shelduck, Green & 

Common Sandpipers, Common 

Moorhen and Eurasian Coot. 

                                                                                African Chaffinch 

Whilst scanning the reed-beds we found Sedge and Reed Warblers and then we discovered first, 

a Spotted Crake and then a Little Crake, how amazing. We watched the Spotted for a while but a 

Moorhen kept chasing it off whilst the Little Crake rushed for cover and never returned. 

Our walk in the gorge was excellent too, the weather was very warm again, bright sunshine and very 

little cloud cover. We saw many species; African Chaffinch, Common Bulbul, Sardinian Warbler, 

Eurasian Chiffchaff, Willow Warbler, Grey Wagtail, 

Yellow Wagtail, Black Wheatear, Night Heron and a 

few raptors such as Common Kestrel, Peregrine 

Falcon and Long-legged Buzzard, but there was no 

visible passage of migrating raptors at all. 

 

    Pond Terrapins 

From there we drove down into the Souss Valley 

passing through Touradant and onto Agadair, we 

arrived around 2:45pm. After checking into our hotel and a short break we set off for the Oued Sous 

Nature Reserve a very short distance away. It was Sunday today, with nice weather so hundreds of 

local people were out enjoying the river and the beaches. We managed to avoid the main crowds 

by finding some secluded areas where we found Stone Curlew, our first target species. We also saw 

Crested Lark, Woodchat Shrike and lots of White Storks were circling on the thermals. At this part 

of the river we saw Gull-billed Tern, Sandwich Tern, Yellow-legged, Lesser Black-backed, 



Mediterranean and Black-headed Gull. A few waders were present, Black-tailed Godwit, Redshank 

and Greenshank, Black-winged Stilts 

and Common Sandpiper. 

Common Sandpiper (left) and 

Green Sandpiper 

Our walk took us the river-mouth 

where we able to find higher ground 

from where we could view a few 

secluded pools. The pools were 

covered in roosting birds during this 

high tide period, our list of waders grew 

significantly with sightings of Avocet, 

Eurasian Curlew, Bar-tailed Godwit, 

Grey Plover and Ruff, we also added Marbled Duck, Eurasian Teal, Common Shelduck and 

Eurasian Spoonbill. Several Eurasian Stone Curlews were also seen and at least three Ospreys 

were fishing over the estuary and we saw a small flock of 4 Lesser Kestrels feeding over rough 

ground on the far shoreline. 

We got back to the bus at 7pm and drove back to the hotel to get ready for dinner 

DAY 9 - 28TH MARCH 2016 

A VISIT TO SOUSS MASSA NATIONAL PARK ALL DAY 

This was supposed to be one of the highlights of the tour, the Souss Massa park holds a number of 

habitats that support a good selection of key Moroccan species, some of which are highly sort after 

by visiting birders. As it turned out it was a 

little disappointing but only because of the 

lack of migrating species. 

We set off after an early breakfast, it was just 

getting light as we made our way south, a 

morning fog shrouded the countryside but 

cleared as we approach Souss Massa some 

60 minutes later. The morning weather 

developed into a beautiful sunny day. 

 roosting Little Swifts 
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We made one stop along the way and that was to see a colony of Little Swifts, they breed in a series 

of car repair garages which are open fronted allowing access to the swifts 24 hours a day. We stood 

inside one of the garages and watched them roosting and returning to their feather-covered nests. 

 At Souss Massa the fog had cleared completely so we got off the bus at the beginning of a 2km 

approached track. This track rises and falls as it runs along the side of the Oued Massa. Good 

lengths of the track were 20 meters above the river (Oued) giving us superb views over the river to 

cultivated field and scrubland in the valley below us. 

Moussier’s Redstart gave us outstanding views as several perched within a few meters. Common 

Bulbul, Common Stonechat, Sardinian Warbler, House Bunting, Zitting Cisticola, Black-eared and 

Black Wheatears, Serin, Western Olivaceous Warbler all showed well. 

But it was the Black-crowned Tchagra that was our primary target, we heard one very soon after we 

started to walk but then we only got a good, but brief, glimpse of a distant bird. We hoped for more 

sightings later. 

We spent an hour walking towards the park entrance listing a superb variety of species and getting 

quite close to many of them. It was 11am by the time we reached the park and it was getting hot. 

The track rose and flattened out above the river, we could see a good distant both up and down 

stream where several more species were noted. A flock of 21 Glossy Ibis flew passed us a couple 

of times, we saw Common Sandpiper, Common Greenshank, Great Cormorant, Grey Heron, Little 

Egret and many Barn Swallows. 

Moussier's Redstart 

Near the mouth of the river a huge sand-bar 

held a flock of roosting gulls and terns whilst 

a few species of wader fed on the receding 

tideline. Lesser Black-backed and Yellow-

legged Gulls were joined by a small number 

of Audouin’s Gulls, Gull-billed and Sandwich 

Terns. The waders were very few in number, 

Ringed Plover, Kentish Plover, a single 

Curlew Sandpiper, Eurasian Oystercatcher, Black-winged Stilts and more Greenshanks. 



Before we reached the beach area we encountered another Black-crowned Tchagra, this one 

showed much better and performed its display flight. A pair of Little Owls showed well and a few 

Northern Gannets passed off shore. 

The track now climbed steadily up to a 

village where Ahmed and our bus were 

waiting for us, we sat in the courtyard of a 

hotel and ate a pre-ordered lunch. We 

watched Common Kestrels and Spotless 

Starlings around the hotel as we ate. 

Black-crowned Tchagra 

From the village we drove across a large 

expanse of very poor quality, over-grazed 

heathland, but at the far end small areas were untouched by goats and sheep, it was there that we 

stopped briefly to watch a Spectacled Warbler. We now continued upriver passing through the 

village of Sidi Rabat to an area of small cultivated farms. The main crop was alfalfa with wheat and 

vegetables. 

For a couple of hours we walked open tracks 

hoping for sightings of Great-spotted Cuckoo 

and Black-winged Kite, we got neither. The 

wind had picked up which made birding 

difficult but we did note both Meadow and 

Tree Pipits, Blackcaps, Common Nightingale, 

Common Redstart, Whinchat, lots of Willow & 

Bonelli’s Warblers, Eurasian Chiffchaffs and 

Zitting Cisticola. 

           Black-eared Wheatear 

At 4:30pm we decide to give up and a very tired group got back onto the bus for our return back to 

Agadir. 

DAY 10 - 29TH MARCH 2016 

TRANSFER FROM AGADIR TO ESSAOUIRA WITH A VISIT TO OUED SOUSS, CAPE RHIR, 

TAMRI AND OUED KSOB. 

Our last birding-day had arrived and oh so soon! It was a misty start, the mist remained until about 

midday when bright sunshine prevailed. We started with a quick visit to the Oued Souss estuary 
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where a flat calm river was shrouded in a light mist. A number of species were feeding on the tidal 

mud of the river banks including several wader species. 

New for our list was Moroccan Wagtail, a close encounter in poor light but seen well enough. Also 

Slender-billed Gull was seen for the first time as well as Whimbrel and a single Little Stint. Our 

search on the heathland for Bluethroat and Dartford Warbler produced only Common Nightingale, 

Common Bulbul and lots of Sardinian Warblers. 

We left Oued Souss and headed north towards Essaouira, along the way we stopped to look at a 

couple of gull roosts along the shoreline, we got much better views of Audouin’s Gull and Gull-

billed Terns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   BALD IBIS - one of the rarest birds in the world - taken by Kevin Jones 

A peninsular called Cape Rhir is one of Morocco’s best sea-watching points, we walked down to the 

headland from the road in the hope of seeing some shearwaters. We found the misty conditions 

somewhat limiting in the extent of our viewing range but we saw many gulls, terns, Northern 

Gannets, a single Razorbill and I saw a single Mediterranean Shearwater but no-one else got onto 

it. The Cape itself held Stone Curlew, Black-eared Wheatear, Whinchat and one of the group flushed 

a Common Quail. 

Moving on we stopped next at Tamri Bay which has a huge brackish inland lake and a substantial 

reed-bed around it. The lake is a known haunt of the critically endangered and very rare Bald Ibis. 

We got off the bus and 4 Bald Ibis flew over us, wow! A few more followed, we saw them land near 

the beach on the edge of the lake. A few minutes later we had 14 birds in the scope, this amazingly 



ugly-looking bird posed well for us. A huge gull roost stood nearby, again it held Audouin’s Gull, with 

Gull-billed Terns. 

We eventually turned our attention to the lake 

which held about 20 Eurasian Coot, 2 Ruddy 

Shelduck, Common Sandpiper, Little Ringed 

Plover, 6 Eurasian Spoonbill and to our great 

delight at least 3 Purple Herons were present. 

A search for Acrocephalus warblers went 

unrewarded, we did flush a Squacco Heron 

but not much else. 

Black-crowned Night Heron 

Further northward we stopped in Argana 

forest to look for Woodlark, which we duly found along with Black-crowned Tchagra, lots of 

Woodchat Shrikes, Stone Curlew and several other woodland birds. 

Our last stop was just south of Essaouira where we walked along the stony river-bed of the Oued 

Ksob. This 2km walk was most enjoyable in lovely sunshine a nice cooling sea-breeze. We walked 

west towards the shore and searched for our last Moroccan speciality; the Brown-throated Martin. 

Our attention was drawn to the scrub along the river banks and on stony banks, it was covered in 

small warblers, mainly Willow Warblers and Chiffchaffs but we also found Blackcaps, a single 

Melodious Warbler, a Whinchat and lots of finches. Our first Song Thrush of the trip was seen 

bathing with Greenfinches and Goldfinches, a couple of the group recorded our first Sparrowhawk 

of the trip. 

The Brown-throated Martins were in good 

form, they flew all around us for most of the 

walk and even perched up for the 

photographers, marvellous. A good number 

of birds were feeding in the water, we saw 

10 Grey Herons with a single Night Heron, 

Greenshank, Common, Wood and Green 

Sandpipers, a single Common Snipe, Little 

Grebe and lots of White, Yellow and 

Moroccan Wagtails. 

 Brown-throated Martin - taken by Kevin Jones 



We finished our walk as the sun began to drop in the western sky, our bus was waiting to take us to 

our hotel in the centre of the old walled-town of Eassaouira. It was a lovely quirky hotel spread over 

four floors with an open roof over the ground floor courtyard. A lovely roof terrace gave commanding 

views over the town and port. 

We ate a superb fish dinner, very apt for a fishing town. Our last bird log was called, we had recorded 

over 190 species of birds in total for the trip, which considering the bad weather of the first few days 

was very commendable. We had a very early start in the morning so our birding was over. 

DAY 11 – 30TH MARCH 2016 

 

TRANSFER FROM ESSAOUIRA TO MARRAKECH 

 

We made a very early start in the dark for our journey back to Marrakech. Our journey went smoothly 

and uneventful with no remarkable bird sightings along the way, we arrived at the airport on time 

and left Morocco just as we found it, we took only our memories and left only our foot prints. 
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PLACES VISITED 

DAY 1 – SUNDAY 20TH MARCH 

 
LONDON GATWICK – MARRAKECH – TRANSFER TO OURIKA VALLEY – 
VISIT TO OUKAIMEDAN IN THE HIGH ATLAS MOUNTAINS 

DAY 2 – MONDAY 21ST MARCH 
 

TRANSFER FROM OURIKA VALLEY TO BOUMALNE DADES VIA 

QUARZATATE 

 

DAY 3 – TUESDAY 22ND MARCH 

BOUMALNE DADES – TAGDILT TRACK – DADES GORGE  

DAY 4 – WEDNESDAY 23RD MARCH   

TRANSFER FROM BOUMALNE DADES TO MERZOUGA WITH A SECOND 

VISIT TO TAGDILT TRACK PLUS OTHER PLACES. 

DAY 5 – THURSDAY 24TH MARCH   

MERZOUGA AREA – CAFÉ YASMINA – RISSANI – OUED GHERIS – ALNIF 

ROAD 

DAY 6  – FRIDAY 25TH MARCH 

LOCAL WALK – CAFÉ YASMINA – ERG CHEBBI DUNES – ALNIF ROAD 

DAY 7 – SATURDAY 26TH MARCH 

TRANSFER FROM MERZOUGA TO TALIOUINE VIA RISSANI, ALNIF AND 

AGDZ  

DAY 8 – SUNDAY 27TH MARCH 

TRANSFER FROM TALIOUINE TO AGADIR WITH STOPS AT AOULOUZ 

GORGE, SOUSS VALLEY ARGAN FOREST AND SOUS MASSA 

DAY9  – MONDAY 28TH MARCH 

A VISIT TO SOUSS MASSA NATIONAL PARK ALL DAY 

DAY 10 – TUESDAY 29TH MARCH 

TRANSFER FROM AGADIR TO ESSAOUIRA WITH A VISIT TO OUED 

SOUSS, CAPE RHIR, TAMRI AND OUED KSOB. 



 

SPECIES RECORDED – MOROCCO MARCH 20TH – 30TH 2016 

 

1  Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus X 

2  Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis X 

3  Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauretinus X 

4  Northern Gannet Morus bassanus X 

5  Great Cormorant   Phalacrocorax c. moroccanus X 

6  Little Egret  Egretta garzetta X 

7  Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis X 

8  Great White Egret Egretta alba X 

9  Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea X 

10  Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea X 

11  Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides X 

12  Black-crowned Night Heron Nyticorax nyticorax X 

13  White Stork  Ciconia ciconia X 

14  Black Stork Ciconia nigra X 

15  Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus X 

16  Bald Ibis Geronticus eremita X 

17  Eurasian Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia X 

18  Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus ruber X 

19  Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna X 

20  Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea X 

21  Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos X 

22  Gadwall  Anas strepera X 

23  Common Teal  Anas crecca X 

24  Northern Shoveler  Anas clypeata X 

25  Marbled Duck Marmaronetta angustirostris X 

26  Black Kite  Milvus migrans X 

27  Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus X 

28  Montagu's Harrier  Circus pygargus X 

29  Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus X 

30  Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus cirtensis X 

31  Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus X 

32  Booted Eagle  Hieraaetus pennatus X 

33  Osprey  Pandion haliaetus X 

34  Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni X 

35  Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus X 

36  Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus X 

37  Barbary Falcon Falco pelegrinoides X 

38  Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus X 

39  Spotted Crake Porzana porzana X 

40  Little Crake Porzana parva X 

41  Barbary Partridge Alectoris barbara X 

42  Common Quail  Coturnix coturnix X 

43  Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus X 

44  Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra X 



45  Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus X 

46  Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus X 

47  Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta               X 

48  Stone Curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus X 

49  Cream-coloured Courser Cursorius cursor X 

50  Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola X 

51  Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula X 

52  Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius X 

53  Kentish Plover  Charadrius alexandrinus X 

54  Grey or Black-bellied Plover  Pluvialis squatarola X 

55  Sanderling  Calidris alba X 

56  Little Stint  Calidris minuta X 

57  Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea X 

58  Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa X 

59  Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica X 

60  Whimbrel Numenius arquata X 

61  Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata X 

62  Spotted Redshank  Tringa erythropus X 

63  Common Redshank  Tringa totanus X 

64  Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia X 

65  Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus X 

66  Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola X 

67  Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos X 

68  Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres X 

69  Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus X 

70  Black-headed Gull  Larus ridibundus X 

71  Slender-billed Gull Larus genei X 

72  Audouin’s Gull Larus audouinii X 

73  Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus X 

74  Yellow-legged Gull  Larus cachinnans  X 

75  Gull-billed Tern Sternus nilotica X 

76  Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia  X 

77  Sandwich Tern  Sterna sandvicensis X 

78  Common Tern  Sterna hirundo X 

79  Razorbill Alca torda X 

80  Crowned Sandgrouse Pterocles coronatus X 

81  Spotted Sandgrouse Pterocles senegallus X 

82  Rock Dove  Columba livia  X 

83  Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur X 

84  Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto X 

85  Common Woodpigeon  Columba palumbus excelsa X 

86  Laughing Dove S. senegalensis phoenicophilia X 

87  Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus X 

88  ‘Pharaoh’ Eagle Owl  Bubo ascalaphus X 

89  Little Owl  Athene noctua glaux X 

90  Common Swift  Apus apus X 

91  Pallid Swift  Apus pallidus                        X 

92  Little Swift Apus affinus X 

93  Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis X 



94  European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster X 

95  Blue-cheeked Bee-eater Merops persicus chrysocercus X 

96  Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops X 

97  Levaillant’s Woodpecker Picus vaillantii X 

98  Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major mauritanus X 

99  Bar-tailed desert Lark Ammomanes cincturus arenicola X 

100  Desert lark Ammonanes deserti payne X 

101  Hoopoe Lark Alaemon alaudipes X 

102  Thick-billed Lark Rhamphocoris clotbey X 

103  Greater Short-toed Lark  Calandrella brachydactyla 
rubiginosa 

X 

104  Crested Lark  Galerida cristata X 

105  Long-billed Crested Lark Galarida c. riggenbachi - 

106  Thekla Lark Galerida theklae aguirrei X 

107  Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis X 

108  Wood Lark  Lullula arborea X 

109  Horned (Shore) Lark Eremophilia alpesris atlas X 

110  Temminck’s Horned Lark Eremophilia bilopha X 

111  Plain (Brown-throated) Martin Riparia paludicola X 

112  Sand Martin  Riparia riparia X 

113  Crag Martin Pryonoprogne  rupestris X 

114  Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica X 

115  Red-rumped Swallow  Hirundo daurica X 

116  House Martin  Delichon urbica X 

117  Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris X 

118  Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis X 

119  Meadow Pipit Anthus prtaensis X 

120  Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea X 

121  (Spanish)Yellow Wagtail   Motacilla flava iberiae X 

122  Pied/White Wagtail Motacilla alba X 

123  Moroccan Wagtail Motacilla alba subpersonata X 

124  Common Bubul Pycnonotus barbatus X 

125  Wren Troglodytes troglodytes X 

126  European Robin Erithacusrubecula X 

127  Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos X 

128  Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros X 

129  Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus X 

130  Moussier’s Redstart Phoenicurus moussieri X 

131  Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe X 

132  Seebohm’s Wheatear Oenanthe  seebohmi X 

133  Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica X 

134  Desert Wheatear Oenanthe deserti X 

135  Red-rumped Wheatear Oenanthe oesta X 

136  Magreb Wheatear Oenanthe halophila X 

137  White-crowned Wheatear Oenanthe leucopyga X 

138  Black Wheatear Oenanthe leucura X 

139  Whinchat Saxicola rubetra X 

140  Common Stonechat Saxicola torquata X 

141  Song Thrush Turdus philomelos X 

142  Blue Rock Thrush Montacilla solitarius X 



143  Eurasian Blackbird  Turdus merula X 

144  Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti X 

145  Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis X 

146  Scrub Warbler Scotocerca inquieta X 

147  Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus X 

148  Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus X 

149  Western Olivaceous Warbler Hippolais opaca X 

150  Saharan Olivaceous Warbler Hippolais pallida reiseri X 

151  Melodious Warbler Hippolias polyglotta X 

152  Tristram’s Warbler Sylvia deserticola X 

153  Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata X 

154  Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala                 X 

155  Subalpine Warbler  Sylvia cantillans X 

156  African Desert Warbler Sylvia deserti X 

157  Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis X 

158  Western Orphean Warbler Sylvia hortensis X 

159  Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla mauritanicus X 

160  Western Bonelli’s Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli X 

161  Eurasian Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita X 

162  Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus               X 

163  Fulvus Babbler Turdoides fulvus X 

164  African Blue Tit  Cyanistes teneriffae ultramarinus X 

165  Great Tit   Parus major excelsus X 

166  Black-crowned Tchagra Tchagra senegala X 

167  Great Grey Shrike   Lanius  elegans X 

168  Great Grey shrike Lanius algeriensis - 

169  Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator X 

170  Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarias X 

171  Common Magpie  Pica pica mauritanica X 

172  Alpine Chough Pyrrhocorax graculus H 

173  Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax H 

174  Common Raven  Corvus corax X 

175  Brown-necked Raven Corvus ruficollis X 

176  Spotless Starling  Sturnus unicolor X 

177  House Sparrow  Passer domesticus X 

178  Spanish Sparrow  Passer hispaniolensis X 

179  Desert Sparrow Passer simplex X 

180  Rock (Petronia) Sparrow Petronia petronia X 

181  Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs X 

182  African Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs africana - 

183  European Serin  Serinus serinus X 

184  European Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris voousi X 

185  European Goldfinch   Carduelis carduelis parva X 

186  Eurasian Linnet  Carduelis cannabina X 

187  Trumpeter Finch Bucanetes githagineus X 

188  Crimson-winged Finch Rhodopechys sanguinea X 

189  Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus X 

190  House Bunting Emberiza striolata X 

191  Corn Bunting  Miliaria calandra X 



MAMMALS/AMPHIBIANS/REPTILES/ 
BUTTERFLIES/DRAGONFLIES/INSECT SPECIES 

    

1  Desert Fritillary  X 

2  Clouded Yellow  X 

3  Large White  X 

4  Small White  X 

5  Speckled Wood  X 

6  Painted Lady  X 

7     

8  Red Fox  X 

9  Barbary Ground Squirrel  X 

10  Sand Rat  X 

11  Egyptian Mongoose  X 

12  Spiney-tailed Agama  X 

13  Marsh Frog  X 

14     

15     

 

 


