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DAY 1 – 19
TH

  APRIL  2014 

GATWICK TO MYTILINE - TRANSFER TO SKALA KALLONI - LATE AFTERNOON BIRDING AT 

CHRISTOU AND TSIKNIAS RIVERS 

A great start to this wonderful week on my favourite Greek Island, we all turned up on time at Gatwick the 

flight was perfect and on time and we met up with Terry, our last group member, at Mytiline. The only 

downside was the weather, it was dull in places, it had been raining heavily and it was very 

windy.

 

We collected the bus in no time and set off for Skala Kalloni in the centre of the island, we arrived at 2pm with 

plenty of time to get ready for some birding. We notched a few species along the way, Hooded Crow, Yellow-

legged Gull, Little Egret, Greater Flamingo, Crested Lark and Collared Dove. 

By 3pm we were back in the bus and setting off for our first birding trip of this exquisite birding venue. We 

stopped near the bridge over the River Christou where we spent an hour in blustery conditions trying to find 

birds. A couple of Black Storks were a good find as well as two Ruddy Shelduck. A small group of Wood 



Sandpipers were joined by a Common Sandpiper and we 

had great views of Common Tern as several whizzed by. 

Passerines finds were limited to Spanish Sparrow, Crested 

Lark and a few Goldfinches. We walked back towards 

Kalloni along the beach road which overlooks the salt 

marsh, we found Little Ringed and Kentish Plover as a 

single Slender-billed Gull sat in a pool and a single Black 

Tern joined about 20 Common Terns over the marsh. We 

also found Squacco Heron, Little Egret and a Marsh Harrier 

but all were distant. 

 

It was just as windy at the mouth of the River Tsiknias but 

we had great views of another Squacco Heron and the 

Common Terns were closer and at eye level. On the sand 

bar we found many Yellow-legged Gull, 4 Slender-billed Gulls, 2 Sandwich Terns a single Great Cormorant 

and lots more Common Terns. 

Up near the ford we spent our last birding hour of the day looking for birds in the reeds and bushes we also 

scanned the power wires and hedgerows which produced a nice collection of species. The sky was full of 

hirundines, mostly Sand Martins, but also Barn Swallow, Red-rumped Swallow and House Martin. In the 

hedgerows we found Eastern Olivaceous Warbler, Whinchat (3), Lesser Grey Shrike, Woodchat Shrike and 

down in the reeds we had good views of Great Reed Warbler. 

A bonus was the finding of not one but two Little Cakes, one male and one female, they showed 

intermittently, however,  the star of the show was the Black-headed Yellow Wagtails (Feldegg), they looked 

stunning in the afternoon sunlight. 

We called it a day after that and drove back to the hotel, dinner was taken at 8, we all enjoyed a nice beer and 

good conversation with dinner. 

DAY 2 – 20
TH

 APRIL 2014 

MATOCHI LAKE EARLY MORNING - KALLONI SALT PANS AND THE TSIKNIAS RIVER FOR THE 

REST OF THE DAY 

What a fantastic birding day, Lesvos really is a superb 

birding destination, how about this for a list of goodies: 

PALLID HARRIER, CITRINE WAGTAIL. LITTLE 

CRAKE, LITTLE BITTERN, AUDOUIN'S GULL, 

WESTERN ROCK NUTHATCH, MARSH 

SANDPIPER........ and so much more. 

We started at 6:30am in the car park where a Common 

Nightingale sang from the garden and a Cetti's Warbler 

called from the hedgerow. A short drive found us at the 

small lake at Metochi, which is a small body of water 

surrounded by hedges and reeds, it is ideal for crakes and 



warblers. After 30 minutes we had found 4 Little Crakes, 9 Squacco Heron, a Purple Heron flew over and Little 

Grebes called from the reeds. 

In the surrounding fields we found Whinchat, Olivaceous Warbler, Golden Orioles and we heard a Eurasian 

Hoopoe calling. From the lake we drove to a rocky escarpment where we searched for Buntings etc. We quickly 

found Black-eared Wheatear, Western Rock Nuthatch and a few Jays.  

Back  to the hotel for breakfast at 8am and out for the day by 9. We drove to the Tsiknias river working our way 

up to the ford before crossing and taking the track to the Kalloni Salt Pans.  At the sand bar at the mouth of the 

river we found a lovely adult Slender-billed Gull and along the river we found the three noisy birds; Cetti's 

Warbler, Olivaceous Warbler and Common Nightingale. Along the track we found Common Whitethroat, 

several Whinchat, Lesser Grey Shrike, Woodchat Shrike and more Corn Buntings that you can shake a stick at! 

A Little Owl sat on a barn and a few Marsh Harriers drifted across the fields. 

At the Salt pans we stopped at a small pool where a Yellow (Feldegg) Wagtail sat and a Wood Sandpiper that 

looked forlorn and soaked in oil. 

Next we drove along the feeder channel to the pans and out to the main road, on the corner of the main road and 

the channel a lot of waders were feeding. Ruff, Little Ringed Plover, Kentish Plover, Wood Sandpiper, 

Common Sandpiper, Avocet and Black-winged Stilts 

formed a nice little list which was enhanced with 

finding of three Marsh Sandpipers, they looked great 

in summer plumage.We then crossed the main road to 

scan a large roadside pool and watched many more 

Ruff and Wood Sandpipers. over the hills in the 

distance we saw 4 Short-toed Eagles and a couple of 

Common Kestrels. 

Next we worked our way back into the salt pans 

noting many Ruddy and Common Shelduck, Greater 

Flamingos, hundreds of Avocet and a single Common 

Redshank. Several Common Terns worked the 

channel and as we turned a corner we found a dozen 

Little Terns.  

For an hour or so we walked in the Alykes Wetlands where the grazing sheep keep the grass short and many 

seasonal pools form. In the grass we found over 20 Red-throated Pipits and smaller numbers of Short-toed 

Larks. In the pools we found Kentish and Little Ringed Plover, a dozen or so Little Stint and lots of Yellow 

Wagtails. 

Back at the bus we sat and ate our picnic lunch, the weather had improved and the sun came out much to our 

delight. Suddenly a harrier flew over us and spent a while quartering a nearby field, we quickly identified it as a 

Pallid Harrier, a first winter bird, what a great bird. 

Back at the channel on the pans we turned off to a side track where a smaller inlet fed into the main channel, 

there we found a beautiful male Citrine Wagtail, what a stunner. From there we drove to the south side of the 

pans and took a walk along the track. A Greenshank was new for our list and so was Zitting Costicola, a rare 

breeder on Lesvos which has recently recolonized the island . A group of Great White Egrets, Grey Herons and 

a pair of Stone Curlew made up the most of our new birds. 

To finish the afternoon we drove back to the Tsiknias River where we spent a couple of hours scanning the 

reeds along its bank. We found four Little Crakes and a superb male Little Bittern, it was posing in the 



afternoon sun. It was a great bird to end the days birding, but our birding wasn't  over just yet. we drove back 

into town at Kalloni and at the school we found both Scop's and Long-eared Owls, such a delight to see those 

species in the day light.  

Well that really ended our day with nearly 90 species in the bag it turned out to be a most successful one too. 

DAY  3  -  21
ST

 APRIL 2014 

 SCOPS COPSE AT KALLONI - BIRD OF PREY OBS ON PETRA ROAD - PETRA RESERVOIR - 

EFTALOU TO SKALA SIKAMINIAS  COAST ROAD-  KALLONI SALT PANS - TSIKNIAS RIVER 

Before breakfast to drove through Kalloni and visited an area of open country landscape with rocky outcrops it 

was very productive as we found lots of species and added several new ones to our trip list. Common Cuckoo, 

Chaffinch, Cirl Bunting, Whinchat, Black-eared Wheatear were all seen well and to the great delight of the 

group we found Cretzschmar's Bunting too. 

After breakfast we set off northward towards Petra stopping just a couple of kilometers outside of Kalloni to 

look for Scop’s Owl. We found 4 of them 

sitting in eucalyptus trees, the one shown was 

only about 20ft off the ground. 

Before reaching Petra we stopped at the hillside 

bird-of-prey observation watch-point where we 

spent an hour scanning the sky and the hillside 

behind us. In actual fact the hillside scrub 

produced more sightings but we did get a few 

birds in the sky; Long-legged Buzzard, 

Common Buzzard, Short-toed Eagle, Goshawk 

and Black Stork. In the bushes we found a 

lovely Cretzschmar's Bunting, Cirl Bunting, 

Black-eared Wheatear and Goldfinches. 

At Petra we spent a lovely hour looking over 

the scrub on the slopes leading down to a 

turquoise sea, it was wonderful, all the 

colourful flowers, birds singing and fantastic sunshine. A Ruppell's Warbler performed very well as did a Turtle 

Dove, we also saw Blue Rock Thrush, Crag Martin and a very close Subalpine Warbler.  

At Petra Reservoir we took a walk along the entrance track after eating our picnic lunch by the side of the water. 

On and around the water we found Ruddy Shelduck, Black-winged Stilt, Common Sandpiper, Little Grebe and 

lots of Yellow-legged Gulls. Our walk produced a number of good sightings. Our first Red-backed Shrike sat on 

the wires whilst Hoopoe, Subalpine Warbler, Blackcap and a distant Orphean Warbler all showed well. 

For most of the next 3 hours we drove along the most picturesque track on the island, which took us from 

Eftalou to Skala Sikimoneus, we stopped many times but our hard work never produced that many species. A 

Tree Pipit was a good find and we did see a lovely Masked Shrike but migrant birds were virtually absent. 

The final hour was spent back at Kalloni Salt Pans where we watched many species in overcast conditions with 

a very chilly wind in our backs. A Tawny Pipit and a Northern Wheatear were the only new species added to 

our list but we had superb views of Short-toed Lark, Red-throated Pipit, Kentish Plover and Little Stint. 



Lastly we stopped the river mouth of the Tsiknias, where we saw two Slender-billed Gulls and a few Common 

Terns. It was now 6pm and time to head back to the hotel to get ready for dinner. 

DAY 4  - 22
ND

 APRIL 2014 

FILIA RADIO MAST - PERIVOLI MONASTERY - ERESOS CROSSROADS - IPSILOU MONASTERY -  

TRACK TO THE PETRIFIED FOREST - SIGRI TRACK AND FIELDS 

Today we went out west to look for migrants and a few local breeders that are regionally scarce, we skipped the 

early morning jaunt and took an early breakfast at 7am. By 8am we  were on the road, the weather was superb 

again, clear sky with little wind. 

We made fast progress using empty roads and very quickly we were up in the mountains above the village of 

Filia. The track that leads to the radio mast has been found recently to hold a healthy population of Eastern 

Bonelli's Warbler so we decided to look for them. On arrival we saw a Middle Spotted Woodpecker fly from 

one tree to another in front of the bus and a Cirl Bunting sang from the wires as we got out of the bus. A pair or 

Woodlarks was next on the list then Subalpine Warbler and Masked Shrike were added, we never found a 

Bonelli’s Warbler. 

Next we made two stop in the gorge of Lardia where we 

found Rock Sparrow, Western Rock Nuthatch and Blue 

Rock Thrush, the second stop finally produced Eastern 

Bonelli's Warbler and also Crag Martin and Black-eared 

Wheatear. 

At the crossroads of Eresos we stopped to look for 

Isabelline Wheatear, it was quite windy on these exposed 

slopes but we did find two birds, we also saw Crested Lark, 

Common Kestrel and Stonechats. 

The walk up to Ipsilou Monastery and the subsequent walk 

down the other side proved to be quite frustrating as the 

wind was blustery on one side and the bushes lacked birds 

on the other. We did find Cinereous Bunting as soon as we set off but not much else until we walked back down 

on the lea side of the hill. Then we saw a single Pied Flycatcher, a single Lesser Whitethroat and a Eurasian 

Chiffchaff that sang to us. 

A couple of Ravens roamed the hillside and we saw another Rock Sparrow which was using the discarded nest 

of a Western Rock Nuthatch, presumably without permission! A group of five Marsh Harriers flew high over us 

and both Common and Long-legged Buzzards showed well. 

We then drove to the Petrified Forest entrance track where we birded the entire 5km track searching for Chukar. 

We saw dozens of Black-eared and Northern Wheatears, Whinchats, Crested Larks, Cretzschmar's Buntings, 

Linnets and Goldfinches. One highlight was a Little Owl that sat on a fence post but the Chukar eluded us 

today. 

At Sigri we spent the rest of the afternoon birding the fig plantations, open fields and hedgerows looking for 

warblers and Flycatchers. We found a couple of Orphean Warblers by the roadside and a couple of Greenshank 

in a pool. Then we watched the sheltered side of an oak woodland and found many birds there, lots of Spotted 

Flycatchers were joined by Pied Flycatcher,  Common Redstart, Cirl Bunting, Whinchat, Tree Pipit, a Bonelli's 

Warbler and a superb Wood Warbler. More Whinchats fed in a field and Golden Orioles were seen in the oaks. 

As we pulled away we saw a Purple Heron in a field and a Woodchat Shrike on a fence. 



We searched more Fig trees and Olive Groves further down the track where even more Flycatchers were flitting 

about, to our great surprise we found a Collared Flycatcher too, what a great find. Hundreds of Yellow Wagtails 

fed in the grass under the fig trees and hundreds of Spanish Sparrows were swarming around the hedges. 

The river and ford at Farenomena was pretty quiet but we did see a few Flycatchers, two Night Herons and a 

couple of Little Egrets. Back on the track to Sigri we stopped to watch a small group of Black-headed Buntings 

in a bush and our second Red-backed Shrike of the trip. 

On the journey home we stopped to look at a flock of Lesser Kestrels and later a Peregrine. Also of note was 

three Eurasian Nuthatches that dashed across the road as we passed through Skalachori. 

Well that ended our day we drove back to the hotel arriving at 6pm, we were all tired but it had been a great day 

out. 

DAY 5  -  23
RD

 APRIL 2014 

ALYKES WETLANDS - MESA WETLANDS - ACHLADERI PINE WOODS - POLINICHOS SALT PANS - 

VATERA - AGHIOS FOKAS - 

ACHLADERI - KALLONI SALT PANS - 

ALYKES WETLANDS. 

A mixed bag of fortune today with some 

great sightings and some disappointment, 

but that's birding for you, but what was 

consistent was the weather, is was lovely all 

day. 

A pre-breakfast sortie was made at 6:30am 

to the large pasture fields behind the 

Kalloni Salt Pans, we were looking for 

Collared Pratincole but none were present, 

however we did see plenty of other species. 

The highlight was a pair of Temminck's 

Stints which fed in a shallow pool with 

Little Stint, Little Ringed Plover, Kentish Plover, Ruff and Wood Sandpiper. We also had good views of Red-

throated Pipit, Short-toed Lark and Yellow Wagtail. From the beach area we could see for a great distance over 

the Gulf of Kalloni, it was like a mill pond, we added Great Crested Grebe, Common Tern and some distant 

Black Terns. 

After breakfast we set off for the south of the island with many short stops along the way, our first stop was a 

beach area near Mesa where we had seen the Black Terns earlier, we wanted a closer look. But all the terns had 

gone, however, on a small sand bar we found 5 Black Storks, 2 Great White Egrets, 5 Little Egrets, a Grey 

Heron and 3 Great Cormorants. A Zitting Cisticola was doing its stuff over our heads as we got back into the 

bus. 

Next we stopped at the marsh at Mesa where we stood on an old bridge to view the reed beds and pools. A good 

selection of birds were present including a lovely Purple Heron and a pair of Ruddy Shelduck. We took a short 

walk along a track where a scrub-covered hillside ran up to our left, there we saw Black-eared Wheatear and 

Turtle Dove. From this new vantage point we could see more of the marsh and added Wood Sandpiper, 

Common Moorhen, Great Egret, another Purple Heron and two Marsh Harriers, a Glossy Ibis dropped in as we 

walked back then a Water Rail called and a Squacco Heron sat on the track eating a huge grub. We found two 

species of orchids, Holy Orchid and Tongue Orchid along the track. 



The pine woods at Achladeri have 

been the best place to see Kruper's 

Nuthatch for many a year and this 

was our next target species. 

However the Nuthatch had other 

intentions and failed to show for all 

of us after extensive searching, 

only 3 of the group saw it. 

Nevertheless we did see Cirl 

Bunting, Short-toed Tree-creeper, 

Serin and lots of Chaffinches. 

We ate our picnic lunch along the 

beach on the south side of the Gulf 

of Kalloni, the water was flat-calm 

and lunch was nice. We watched 

Yellow Wagtails in a grassy field 

with a Red-throated Pipit, a couple 

of the group wandered off and 

found a Sedge Warbler. 

We drove to the Polinichos Salt Pans where a fair number of birds were present, we saw lots of Ruff, Avocet 

and Greater Flamingos and our first Eurasian Curlew, a couple of Gull-billed Terns flew over us just before we 

left. 

Finally we arrived at Vatera and the Aghios Fokas peninsular, a couple stops produced our target bird the 

Sardinian Warbler and out at sea we scanned the area for shearwaters. A few Yelkouan Shearwaters flew passed 

but it was very disappointing, we also added European Shag to our list. 

On the return journey we stopped off at the pine woods for another crack at the Nuthatch without success, one 

of the group saw a Middle Spotted Woodpecker. 

As we returned to the Kalloni area we intended to visit the salt pans, but along the main road we made an 

unscheduled stopp where a small crowd of birders were looking into some small pools of water on a waste land. 

It’s a good job we stopped because a Spur-winged Plover (Lapwing) was sitting there, wow this was a great 

species for our list, what a stunning looking bird. We also found a couple of Stone Curlew out on the muddy 

scrubland. 

Moving into the pans we stopped to view a large group of waders which grew in size as more birds dropped in. 

We added Curlew Sandpiper and a Dunlin to our list and counted over 50 Little Stints. 

Our final destination of the day was where we started early this morning, in the pastures called Alykes 

Wetlands, we had heard of the presence of a flock of Collared Pratincole but alas they had gone by the time we 

got there. 

So we had had a very busy day with lots of highs and lows but still very enjoyable nevertheless. 

DAY 6 – 24
TH

 APRIL 2014 

 SKALA ERESOS - SIGRI FIELDS, FORD AND BEACH - KALLONI SALT PANS AND ALYKES 

WETLANDS 



This was our second day out west, we took the scenic 

route and made many stops along the way, the 

weather was over cast at first bur cleared into a 

beautiful day with a nice breeze. 

Our chosen route took us along the northern edge of 

the Gulf of Kalloni passing through Paraloika where 

we made two stops, the first to look over a series of 

pools and the second at the chapel just outside 

the village on the west side. The pools held nothing of 

note except one Mallard, don't laugh, A Mallard is a 

good find in April here, ha! At the chapel we enjoyed 

good views of Black-eared Wheatear, Cretzschmar's 

Bunting and Cirl Bunting but  not much else. 

Further along the road we stopped near Agra where we found a nice selection of species, we had great close 

views of Cretzschmar's Bunting and we also saw Masked Shrike, Sombre Tit, Woodchat Shrike, Whinchat 

and Blue rock Thrush. 

Our next stop was an impromptu one as a bird of prey was seen perched on power lines from the back of the 

bus, we turned the bus and went back for it and discovered a superb Eleanora's Falcon, what a beauty, you don't 

get to see them perched very often this was a real treat. 

Our next planned stop was at Skala Eresos where walked along the river looking for warblers and hoping for a 

sighting of a Penduline Tit. We had good views of Great Reed Warbler, Cetti's Warbler and Common 

Nightingale and brief views of Sedges Warbler, Olivaceous Warbler and Reed Warbler. The river was 

overgrown with reeds and shrubs so it was difficult to see anything at all, no chance of a crake or a rail. 

Before dropping down into Sigri we made a few stops to look for Chukar without success but we did see Bee-

eaters, Long-legged Buzzard, Raven, Cinereous Bunting and lots of Black-eared Wheatears, I have never seen 

so many. 

Finally we arrived at Sigri where it was sunny but a little windy, we stopped first at the Lower ford at 

Faneromena but all we saw was a Common Moorhen and a Black Headed Bunting, so we drove around to the 

beach and sat in warm sunshine eating our picnic lunch by a river outlet. During lunch we watched Common 

Sandpiper, Little Stint, Greenshank, Little Ringed Plover and a Ruddy Shelduck flew over. In the hedgerow 

behind us we saw Spotted Flycatcher and Whinchat. 

Just as we were leaving the beach area we found a Lesser Grey Shrike sitting beside a Woodchat Shrike, what a 

nice photo that would have made if only we could have been quicker. 

A walk from the upper ford at Faneromena produced over 40 Flycatchers, mostly Spotted but also many Pied, 

we also saw Common Whitethroat and Common Redstart, at the ford we saw Night Heron, a Little Bittern and 

as we got back to the bus we saw over 20 European Bee-eaters on the wires, what a lovely sight that was. 

Well that concluded our day's birding so we made the long trek back to Kalloni, we arrived quite early so we 

decided to have a short break then spend an hour or so at the salt pans to finish off the day. 

At 5pm we arrived at the pans and drove straight round to the Alykes Wetlands hoping to see Collared 

Pratincole. During our walk we had great views of Red-throated Pipit, Short-toed Larks and many Yellow 

Wagtails. Then very distantly we found a single Collared Pratincole sitting in the grass, as we approached we 

found a second one. They both flew off into the salt pans so we watched a good number of waders in the pools 



of water. Another Temminck's Stint was found as 

well as Little Stint, Kentish and Ringed Plover and 

lots of Wood Sandpipers. 

We decided to walk to the edge of the field to look 

through the fence at the pans hoping to find the 

pratincoles again, then suddenly a wagtail landed on 

the fence, it was a male Citrine Wagtail, looking 

absolutely fantastic in the afternoon sun, so bright and 

yellow 

Gazing through the fence onto the pans we found 

Dunlin, Curlew Sandpiper, Common Tern and a lot of 

the usual species seen there. It was approaching 6pm 

so we had to shoot off to get ready for dinner, it was a fitting ending to another great day on Lesvos. 

DAY 7 – 25
TH

 APRIL 2014 

 ACHLADERI PINE WOODS - METOCHI LAKE - POTOMIA VALLEY.- LIMONAS MONASTERY -  

KALLONI SALT PANS - ALYKES WETLANDS 

We stayed fairly local today trying to see species absent from our list and to get better views of others,  it was 

another lovely day but a huge thunderstorm developed in the late afternoon. 

Our first excursion was made before breakfast, we set off at 6:30am and headed straight to the pines at 

Achladeri to try to get better views of the Kruper's Nuthatch, most of the group missed it the first time around. 

We staked out the nest site and within minutes a bird appeared, it was the male carrying food, he came back and 

forth several times during our stay and many great pictures were taken by some the 'photographers' in the group, 

not by me though! 

After breakfast we visited the river mouth of the Tsiknias river to view the sand bar. We found 5 Grey Plover 

which were new for the list, an Oystercatcher and 2 Slender-billed Gulls as well as Sandwich, Little and 

Common Terns. We then drove to Metochi Lake for the second time hoping for more species of crakes, we had 

great views of 5 different Little Crakes and we saw a Little Bittern in flight but nothing new. An Olivaceous 

Warbler sat up nicely for us just before we left. 

We took the tracks across the olive groves and 

headed for Potomia valley near the river 

Christou, making several small stops along the 

way to view perched birds or raptors. We had 

nice views of Masked Shrike, Black Headed 

Bunting, Whinchat, more Olivaceous Warblers 

and lots of common species. The valley was 

very quiet and all we saw was Cirl Bunting, 

Raven, Long-legged Buzzard and lots of Great 

Tits. 

We ate our lunch in the car park at the Limonas 

Monastery because an active nest of the Middle 

Spotted Woodpecker was situated in the base 

of a telegraph pole right in the car park. We 

didn't have to wait long before a bird appeared 



and over the next hour we all had excellent views of the adult birds, they were obviously feeding young. 

The rest of the afternoon was spent at the Kalloni Salt Pans, the Alykes Wetlands and we finished off with a 

short second visit to the river mouth of the Tsiknias River. 

We added Black-tailed Godwit to our waders list as two were feeding on the first pan, then in a side channel we 

found our second Spur-winged Plover (Lapwing), this one was much closer much to the delight of the 

photographers, there was no-one else around so we couldn't pass on the news of our find. 

We walked across the Alykes meadows for the last time as a huge thunderstorm was developing in the distant 

hills. Lots of waders were still feeding in the pools we saw over twenty Little Stints, a Temminck's Stint, Little-

ringed, Ringed and Kentish Plovers, many Wood Sandpipers and a few Ruff.  

We saw a couple of White-winged Terns, they flew high over the pans, they looked fantastic with the sun 

shining on them and the very dark blue clouds behind them, it was magical. As we left the area we stopped to 

view a raptor in the sky which was a Marsh Harrier then two smaller Harriers flew over a ridge, one of them 

came much closer and we could see that it was 

a sub-adult male Montagu's Harrier.  

From the pans we made our last visit of the day 

to the Tsiknias River to see if anything had 

turned up on the sand-bar. We came up with 

nothing new but had great views of Slender-

billed Gulls. We finished on that note and set 

off back to the hotel in good time to pack and 

get ready for dinner. 

DAY 8- 26
TH

  APRIL 2014 

Tsiknias River before breakfast then transfer 

SKALA KALLONI to MYTILINE airport 

We could only go out for an hour this morning 

before breakfast so we went to the nearby 

Tsiknias River. We started at the river mouth 

and worked our way up to the ford. It was an amazing sunrise and the air was full of bird song, what a lovely 

way to finish our birding holiday.  

At the river mouth we saw all the usual suspects; Slender-billed Gull, Grey Plover, Common Tern, Little-ringed 

Plover and a Eurasian Curlew was new. 

 As we made our way up the river we saw lots of warblers and a few waders; Reed, Great Reed, Cetti's and 

Olivaceous Warblers, Greenshank, Wood Sandpiper, Little Stint (fly overs - 12) and a Common Snipe which 

was new for the list. 

 In shrubs and hedges we saw Common Whitethroat, Common Nightingale, Black-headed Bunting and lots of 

Corn Buntings, Crested Larks and finches. 

In that one hour, we found 40 species which is a true testament to how 

good Lesvos really is at this time of the year, results like that renew 



my passion for birding and rekindles a burning desire to want to 

return next year for my 16th successive year!!  

ONE FINAL BIRD WAS ADDED TO OUR LIST ON THE WAY TO THE AIRPORT AND IT WAS A 

VERY SPECIAL BIRD INDEED. 

A FIRST FOR LESVOS WAS FOUND AT 8AM AT THE KALLONI SALT PANS AND LUCKILY FOR US 

WE HAD TO PASS THE SITE ON THE WAY TO THE AIRPORT. 

SO AT 10:15AM WE ADDED SIBERIAN STONECHAT (Saxicola torquatus maurus) TO OUR LIST AND 

TO MY PERSONAL LESVOS LIST, WHAT A GREAT WAY TO END THE TOUR. WE HAD ALL 

PACKED OUR SCOPES AND CAMERAS SO NO PICTURES WERE TAKEN. 

The tour ended as we boarded our plane home, it was such a fantastic week I was already looking forward to 

returning next year. 

The group had a marvellous time too, we tried to vote for bird of the week but it was impossible, everyone had 

their own favourite bird or birding moment, I just enjoyed all of it, the group, the birds and most of all the island 

what a stunning place for a birding holiday. 

 HERE IS A LIST OF THE BIRDS RECORDED DURING OUR TRIP 

 

 

 

 

SPECIES 
Scientific Name 

 

 

1  Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna Fairly comm8n seen most days 

with 20+seen on Kalloni salt 

pans on 20th 

2  Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea Also fairly common and seen 

everyday, mostly on Kalloni salt 

pans 

3  Mallard Anas platyrynchos Two bird seen on the Kalloni 

salt pans on the 20
th

 and 

probably the same birds at Mesa 

on 23
rd

. One male seen at 

Paraloika pools on 24
th

. 

4  Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis Seen on 4 days, at Metochi lake, 

Tsiknias river and Mesa 

5  Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus 4 seen on the sea rom Alykes 

wetland on 23rd 

6  Yelkouan Shearwater Puffinus yelkouan 10+ seen from Agios Fokas on 

23rd 

7  Great Cormorant   Phalacrocorax carbo Seen on 6 days, highest count of 

8 on the 25
th

 at Kalloni Salt 

Pans 

8  European Shag Phalacrocorax a, demaresti  4 seen from Agios Fokas on 23
rd

 

and 2 Seen from the beach at 

Sigri on 24th 

9  Little Bittern  Ixobrychus minutus Only 3 seen all week, 2 on the 

Tsiknias river on 20
th

 and 1 at 

Metochi Lake on 25th 



10  Black-crowned Night-Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax 2-3 birds seen at Faneromena 

Ford on 22
nd

 and 24
th
. 

11  Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides Seen most days in small numbers 

12  Little Egret  Egretta garzetta Seen most days with a count of 

35 on the Tsiknias river on 20
th

. 

13  Great Egret  Egretta alba One’s and two’s seen near Mesa 

on 2 days 

14  Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea Seen most days in small numbers 

15  Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea One seen at Metochi lake on 20
th

 

and two seen at Mesa on 23rd 

16  White Stork  Ciconia ciconia 1-2 seen on 4 days, on the nest 

on 21
st
 and 23rd 

17  Black Stork  Ciconia nigra Seen every day with a count of 5 

On the beach near Mesa on 23rd 

 

18  Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus Only 1 seen all week at Mesa on 

23rd 

19  Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus ruber Seen every day, over 500 on the 

Kalloni Salt Pans 

20  Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus Seen on 4 days, with up to 5 over 

the hills from the salt pans on 

the 20th 

21  Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus Seen most days, 5 high over 

Ipsilou Monastery on 22nd 

22  Montagu's Harrier  Circus pygargus Only one seen all week at 

Kalloni Salt pans on 25
th
  

23  Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus One juvenile seen from Alykes 

Wetlands on 20
th

  

24  Long-legged Buzzard 
Buteo rufinus Seen most days, only 1 seen 

perched on 26th 

25  Common Buzzard  
Buteo buteo Seen on two days in the 

mountains near Andissa 

26  
Eurasian Sparrowhawk  

Accipiter nisus 4 Seen on 1 day, on 21st from 

raptor watch-point and 2 near 

Petra on the same day 

27  Northern Goshawk Accipter gentilis 1 seen displaying from raptor 

watch-point on 21st 

28  Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus Common seen most days 

29  

Lesser Kestrel 

Falco naumanni 6 seen over the hills near 

Kalloni Salt Pans on 20
th

 and 

8seen over the hills near Sigri 

on 22
nd

  

30  Eleonora’s Falcon Falco eleonorae 1 seen perched on 24
th

 near 

Skala Eresos  

31  Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus Seen on two days, 21
st
 over the 

upper Tsiknias River and one 

over Ipsilou 

32  Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus 1 heard at Mesa on 23rd 

33  Little Crake Porzna parva 5 seen early morning on 20
th

 and 

2 seen along the Tsiknias river 

on 19
th

 with another 4 sightings 

at Metochi on 25
th
  

34  Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus Common seen most days 

35  Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta               100-200 at the Kalloni Salt Pan 

36  Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus Up 100 at the Kalloni Salt Pans 

37  Stone Curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus 2 seen at Kalloni Salt Pans on 

20
th

 and 23rd 

38  Collared Pratincole  Glareola pratincola                  Only 2 seen all week at Alykes 

wetland on 24
th

  



39  Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius Seen most days in small numbers 

40  Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula Up 10 seen at Alykes on several 

days 

41  Kentish Plover  Charadrius alexandrinus Common in suitable habitat 

42  Grey or Black-bellied Plover  Pluvialis squatarola A max of 6 seen at the Tsiknias 

river mouth on 26th 

43  Spur-winged Plover Vinelus spinosus 1 possibly 2 birds seen at 

Kalloni Salt Pans on 23
rd

 & 25
th

  

44  Dunlin  
Calidris alpina Seen on the Kalloni salt Pans on 

3 days – max count 4  

45  Curlew Sandpiper  
Calidris ferruginea 9 seen at Kalloni Salt Pans on 

24
th

 & 25
th

  

46  Temminck’s Stint Calidris temminckii Seen on 3 days, max count 2 on 

23
rd

 at Alykes 

47  Little Stint  Calidris minuta Up to 50 birds present and seen 

most days on Kalloni Salt Pans 

48  Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola Common near water seen 

everyday 

49  Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos 1-2 birds seen most days. 

50  Common Redshank  
Tringa totanus One bird at Kalloni Salt Pans on 

20th 

51  Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia Seen most days, 3 birds seen on 

25
th

 at Kalloni Salt Pans 

52  Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 3 birds seen on 20
th

 at Kalloni 

Salt Pans 

53  Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 2 birds seen on 25
th

 at Kalloni 

Salt Pans 

54  Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata One at Politicos salt pans on 

23
rd

 and one at Tsiknias river 

mouth on 26th 

55  Common Snipe   Gallinago gallinago Just one sighting the last day at 

Tsiknias river on 26th 

56  Ruff  Philomachus pugnax Common at both salt pans over 

150 present on 23rd 

57  Slender-billed Gull 
Larus genei 2-4 birds seen most days on the 

sand bar at the Tsiknias River 

58  Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis  Very common seen everyday 

59  Audouin's Gull  
Larus audouinii Only one seen on the 20

th
 at the 

Tsiknias river mouth 

60  Little Tern  Sterna albifrons Small numbers at the salt pans 

and Tsiknias River most days 

61  Sandwich Tern  Sterna sandvicensis 1-2 birds seen at the Tsiknias 

River  20
th

and 25
th
, 26th 

62  Gull-billed Tern 
Sterna nilotica 2 seen at Polichnitos Salt Pans 

on 23
rd

   

63  Common Tern  Sterna hirundo Common, seen every visit to 

Kalloni Salt pans and Tsiknias 

river 

64  Black Tern  Chlidonias niger 1 seen at Tsiknias river on 19
th

 

and 3 seen at the beach from 

Alykes Wetlands on the 23
rd

  

65  White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucoptera 2 seen over Kalloni Salt pans on 

25
th

  

66  Rock Dove /Feral Pigeon Columba livia feral Feral birds see most days 

67  Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto Common seen everyday 

68  European Turtle Dove Streptopeliia turtur 1-2 seen or heard on 4 days 

69  Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus Heard several times seen only 

once at Kalloni “dead goat pit’ 

track on 21
st
  



70  Long-eared Owl  Asio otus Heard and seen in the hotel 

grounds 20
th

, 21
st
 another seen 

in the village, roosting on 22
nd

  

71  Little Owl  Athene noctua Seen on two days at Kalloni Salt 

Pans on 20
th

 and Petrified 

Forest road on 22
nd

  

72  Eurasian Scops Owl  Otus scops 3 birds seen at Kalloni Scops 

copse on 20
th

 and one in the 

village on 21
st
  

73  Common Swift  Apus apus Common seen most days 

74  Alpine Swift Apus melba Seen on 3 days in small numbers 

75  Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops Only 1 sighting at Petra 

Reservoir on 21
st
  

76  European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster Small group seen flying over 

most days , 20+ seen at Sigri on 

24
th

  

77  Middle-spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus medius  Seen on 4 days, best views at a 

nest site at Limonas Monastery 

on 25
th

  

78  Crested Lark  Galerida cristata Very common seen everyday 

79  Wood Lark  Lullula arborea Seen on 3 days, 2 seen at Filia 

radio mast on 22
nd

 and 2 at 

Ipsilou the same day. 

80  Greater Short-toed Lark  Calandrella brachydactyla Small flocks seen at Alykes 

during every visit. 

81  Sand Martin  Riparia riparia Good numbers seen on 5 days, 

100+ over the Tsiknias river on 

20
th 

 

82  Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris Small numbers in Lardia Valley 

on 21
st
, 22

nd 
& 24

th
    

83  Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica Very common seen everyday 

84  Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica Seen most days in small numbers 

everywhere we went 

85  House Martin  Delichon urbicum Common seen everyday 

86  Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris Just 1 bird seen at Alykes 

wetland on 21
st
   

87  Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis                    Two sightings; one on the 22
nd

 

at Filia radio mast and one at 

Eftalou on 21st 

88  Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus Numerous on the Alykes 

wetlands and several seen in the 

Sigri fields on 24
th
  

89  White Wagtail Motacilla alba Singles seen on 4 days, mainly at 

the Kalloni Salt Pans. 

90  Yellow Wagtail   Motacilla flava  Common, seen everyday, we 

recorded 4 different sub-species 

91  Citrine Wagtail   Motacilla citreola A beautiful male seen near 

Kalloni Salt pans on 20
th

 and 

another superb male seen at 

Alykes wetland on 24th 

92  Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos Very common in bushes near 

water, two seen regularly in the 

hotel grounds 

93  Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus Seen only twice, both males. One 

at Sigri fields on 24
th

  and 

another at Ipsilou on 22
nd

  

94  Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe One or two seen o 3 days  

95  Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina Seen both day we passed Eresos 

crossroads, 22
nd

 & 24
th

  



96  Eastern Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe  melanoleuca Very numerous seen on 5 days 

97  Whinchat Saxicola rubetra As above seen everyday 

98  European Stonechat   Saxicola torquata Recorded on the north and west 

of the island in appropriate 

habitat 

99  Siberian Stonechat Saxicola maurus A superb male seen on the last 

day 26
th

 , as we travelled to the 

airport at Kalloni Salt Pans, if 

accepted it will be a first for 

Lesvos! 

100  Eurasian Blackbird  Turdus merula Common seen most days 

101  Blue Rock Thrush Monticola salitarius Fairly common in rocky places, 

seen on 5 days 

102  Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla Hard to find this year, seen and 

heard at Eftalou on 21
st
  

103  Common Whitethroat 
Sylvia communis As above but seen and heard on 

3 days 

104  Lesser Whitethroat 
Sylvia curruca Just one sighting at Ipsilou on 

22
nd

   

105  Eastern Orphean Warbler Sylvia crassirostris Fairly common in oak 

woodland, seen and heard on 3 

days 

106  Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala                 Several seen at Vatera on 23
rd

  

107  Ruppell’s Warbler Sylvia rueppelli We enjoyed superb views at 

Petra on 21
st
  

108  Subalpine Warbler  Sylvia cantillans Also seen at Petra on 21
st
 and 

Sigri fields on 22
nd

  

109  Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus Seen on 23d near Polichnitos 

pans and at Skala Eresos on 24
th
  

110  Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis Good to see this species back in 

numbers on Lesvos – seen or 

heard on 4 days 

111  Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti Very Common near water, seen 

or heard everyday 

112  Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaecus Seen on 24
th

 at Skala Eresos and 

Tsiknias river on 26
th

  

113  Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus Heard on several days, seen well 

at Tsiknias river on 19
th

 and 26
th
  

114  Eastern Olivaceous Warbler Hippolais pallida Common in scrub near water, 

seen most days 

115  Wood Warbler 
Phylloscopus sibilatrix A superb bird seen at Sigri on 

22
nd

  

116  Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler Phylloscopus orientalis Only seen once at Lardia on 22
nd

  

117  Common Chiffchaff  
Phylloscopus collybita Heard singing in Lardia valley 

on 22
nd

  

118  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes One seen on Petra road on 21
st
   

119  Spotted Flycatcher Ficedula striata Very common especially at Sigri 

where over 30 were counted on 

24
th

  

120  Pied Flycatcher Fidecula hypoleuca A couple seen at Sigrid fields on 

22
nd

 & 24
th

  

121  Collared Flycatcher Ficedula albicollis Just one individual seen at Sign 

on 22nd 

122  Great Tit   Parus major Very common seen every day 

123  Eurasian Blue Tit  Parus caeruleus Common seen ,most days 



124  Sombre Tit Parus lugubris Seen on 4 days in small numbers 

125  Kruper’s Nuthatch Sitta kruepei After several visits seen at 

Achladeri on 23
rd

 and 25
th

  

126  Western Rock Nuthatch Sitta neumayer Good views on 3 days, At Petra 

21
st
, Ipsilou on 22

nd
 and Mesa 

on 23rd 

127  Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea Seen twice in oak woodland, 

near Petra on 21
st
 and 

Skalachori  on 22nd 

128  Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla Two seen at Achladeri on 23rd 

129  Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor One or two seen on 3 days, 

Alykes Wetlands, Salt Pans and 

Sigri 

130  Red-backed Shrike Lanius  collurio Seen on two days, 21
st
 at Petra 

Reservoir and 22
nd

 at Sigri 

131  Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator Very common send most days 

132  Masked Shrike Lanius nubicus Seen well on 4 days, the best at 

Agra on 24th 

133  Eurasian Jay Garrulus grandarius atricapillus Common and widespread, seen 

most days. This sub-species 

shows a black cap 

134  Eurasian Jackdaw  Corvus monedula Large flocks of this species seen 

at Sigri on 22nd 

135  Hooded Crow Corvus cornix Common and widespread seen 

every day 

136  Common or Northern Raven  
Corvus corax Fairly common sewn most days 

in pairs 

137  Golden Oriole Oriolis oriolis Sewn or heard most days, good 

views at Sigri on 22nd 

138  House Sparrow  Passer domesticus Very common and widespread 

139  Spanish Sparrow  Passer hispaniolensis                 As above 

140    Rock Sparrow Petronia petronia Seen at Larida and Ipsilou on 

22nd 

141  Common Chaffinch Fringella coelebs Common seen most days 

142  Eurasian Linnet  Carduelis cannabina Seen at Ipsilou on 22
nd

 and Sigri 

on 24th 

143  European Goldfinch   Carduelis carduelis Very common seen most days 

144  European Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris Common and widespread, seen 

most days 

145  European Serin  Serinus serinus Seen on one day at Achladeri, on 

23rd 

146  Cretzschmar’s Bunting 
Emberiza caesia Communion rocky slopes, sen 

well on the Petra road on 21st 

147  Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus Fairly common in woodland 

seen most days 

148  Cinereous Bunting 
Emberiza cineracea Seen at Ipsilou during both visits 

on 22
nd

 and 24th 

149  Black-headed Bunting Emberiza melanocephala Seen in increasing numbers 

especially at Sigri on 24th 

150  Corn Bunting  Miliaria calandra Very common seen most days 

151     

152     

153     

154     

 

Sightings of Common: 
 



MAMMALS/AMPHIBIANS/REPTILES/ 

BUTTERFLIES/DRAGONFLIES/INSECT SPECIES 
 

 Painted Lady   

 Red admiral   

 Large White   

 Small Copper   

 Clouded Yellow   

 Cleopatra   

 Small White   

 Eastern Festoon   

 Eastern Dappled White   

 Swallowtail   

 Wall Brown   

 False Apollo   

    

 Starred Agama   

    

 Rabbit   

 Persian Squirrel   

    

 European Pond Terrapin   

    

 


