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TRIP REPORT 



Places Visited 

 

SATURDAY 28th  
 
TRANSFER FROM LONDON TO MYTILINE ( OVERNIGHT VIA ATHENS) - TRANSFER TO HOTEL IN SKALA 
KALLONI  - BIRDING TSIKNIAS RIVER AND FORD – KALLONI SALT PANS 

SUN 29TH   
 
METOCHI LAKE, UPPER TSIKNIAS RIVER, NORTHERN TRACK, MESA MARSH, KALLONI PANS, ALYKES 
WETLANDS, LOWER TSIKNIAS RIVER MOUTH 

MON 30TH  
 
ERESOS TO SIGRI COAST ROAD – MELADIA VALLEY & FORD – SIGRI FIELDS – FANEROMENI UPPER & 
LOWER FORDS 

TUES 1st4 

 
ACHLADERI PINE WOODS – MESA MARSH – KALLONI SCOP’S COPSE – PETRA ROAD RAPTOR 
WATCH-POINT – KAVAKI, PETRA – PETRA RESERVOIR – KREMASTIS BRIDGE & TRACK – TSIKNIAS 
RIVER MOUTH – KALLONI VILLAGE BRIDGE 

WED 2nd   
 
LIMNOS MONASTERY – LARDIA VALLEY – PERIVOLI MONASTERY – IPSILOU MONASTERY – SIGRI -  
SIGRI TO ERESOS COASTAL TRACK -  

THURS 3rd    
 
TSIKNIAS FORD – EASTERN SALT PANS – TSIKNIAS RIVER MOUTH – POLICHNITOS SALT PANS AND 
OLIVE GROVES – VATERA – AGIOS FOKOS – ALYKES WETLANDS 
 
 

FRI 4th   
 
TSIKNIAS FORD – METOCHI LAKE – KALLONI SALT PANS – MESA MARSH – MESA BEACH – PARAKILA 
MARSH 
 
 
 
 

SAT 5th  
 
EAST TRACK KALLONI SALT PANS – TRANSFER TO MYTILINE AIRPORT -FLIGHT TO LONDON 
 
 



TOUR LEADER:  BOB BUCKLER 

PARTICIPANTS:   

BARBARA ROSS, ELIZABETH LAMBERT, HANNAH RIGBY, ANDREW AND JUNE RICHES, MIKE AND LORNA 

TAYLOR, SUE SMITH, NIGEL BLEAKEN AND MERVYN JONES 

SUMMARY 

It had been a very exceptionally cold and wet spring in Europe, this greatly affected the bird migration 

pattern. Most species were very late, some had not arrived at all! However, due to the wet conditions in 

March and April the flowers were prolific and this in turn encouraged a huge population of butterflies to 

emerge, the numbers of Persian Meadow Browns on Lesvos, were in the millions!! We had a great time 

throughout and eventually the weather improved to give some memorable days in the field. 

DAY 1 – 28TH APRIL 2018 

FLIGHTS LONDON TO ATHENS TO MYTILINE – TRANSFER TO HOTEL IN SKALA KALLONI  - BIRDING 

TSIKNIAS RIVER AND FORD – KALLONI SALT PANS 

WEATHER; wall to wall sunshine, all day, top temp.28C 

A very tired group arrived at Mytiline at 6:20am local time after travelling overnight from London, we quickly 

acquired our two vehicles and we drove to Skala Kalloni via central Mytiline Town. I drove the bus and Nigel 

drove the support car, we had 9 clients and we collected our tenth in central Mytiline. 

It was 8am when we arrived at our hotel, we went straight into breakfast and then we checked-in and went 

to our rooms. After a short break we were ready for our first birding excursion. We drove the short distance 

to the Tsiknias River and from the elevated banks we had great views of the river and it’s mouth as well as 

the scrub all along a section of its banks. 

Lesvos is just wonderful at this time of the year, sunshine, a nice breeze (a little too strong at times), a 

fantastic display of wild flowers and superb light. The birds are fantastic too, you never know what you might 

see next. We watched Common Terns, Common & Wood Sandpipers, a Black-headed Bunting, Crested 

Larks and Yellow-legged Gulls. Then we found a Spotted Crake skulking in the undergrowth on the opposite 

bank of the river, what a great find and not an easy one to get on Lesvos. A male Red-footed Falcon dashed 

over us then a flock of 17 Glossy Ibis flew over us just before we boarded the vehicles. 

 

Spotted Crake 



Black-headed Yellow Wagtail went on the list at the ford and we heard Cetti’s and Olivaceous Warblers, 

Reed Warbler and Common Nightingale. A Honey Buzzard flew over and we watched two or three Marsh 

Harriers as well as Hooded Crow and a Black Stork before we drove to the salt pans. 

Along the feeder channel at the Kalloni salt pans we had a great time watching dozens of waders, they were 

mostly Ruff, but also Wood Sandpiper, Black-winged Stilts, Greenshank and the best wader: Marsh 

Sandpiper. 

A little further on we watched a Temminck’s Stint from fairly-close range and both Common and Little Terns 

dashed all around us. In a flooded field behind the pans we added Red-throated Pipit, Common Shelduck, 

Collared Pratincole, Little Ringed Plover and several more species, a single Stone Curlew was recorded back 

on the pans. 

By 2pm we were all shattered, so we drove back to the hotel for a siesta which lasted 3 hours, most of the 

group turned out for the second session at 5pm. We drove to the river once again and then onto the salt 

pans, our highlights included seeing both Whiskered and Gull-billed Terns, more Black Storks and later a 

group of four White-winged Terns. Large numbers of Greater Flamingos and Pied Avocet were seen with 

even more large flocks of Ruff. Curlew Sandpiper, Little Stint and to our great delight two adult Slender-

billed Gulls were feeding in one of the ‘pans’. 

Back at the hotel we enjoyed a cold beer before washing up for dinner, our list total for today was 61. 

DAY 2  - SUNDAY 29TH APRIL 2018 

METOCHI LAKE – UPPER TSIKNIAS RIVER – MAKARI WETLANDS – KALLONI SALT PANS – ALYKES 

WETLANDS – LOWER TSIKNIAS RIVER 

Weather: wall to wall sunshine, temperature around 25C a bit too windy for my liking. 

What a superb day on this fantastic island, no wonder I love it here, birds are everywhere and the scenery is 

stunning. We made an early start at 6am to visit one of my favourite places, the small lake at Metochi, it is a 

superb setting with a backdrop of mountains and green farmland in the immediate surroundings. 

 

Walking the ‘Goat Pit’ track upper Tsiknias River – taken by Liz Lambert 

It was perfectly calm and still when we arrived, the lake was like a mirror. A delightful tranquil calm lay over 

the lake, the quiet ambience broken only by the chorus of bird song led by the loud Cetti’s Warbler and the 

melodic Common Nightingale. We soon found 3 Little Crakes and 3 Little Bitterns both species showed well 



for brief spells. Both Reed and Sedge Warblers were also noted as well as Little Grebe, Coot and Moorhens. 

A flock of some 50+ Common Swifts were joined by Barn Swallows and Sand Martins over the water. 

We drove around to the rocky escarpment not far from the lake to look for Western Rock Nuthatch which 

duly showed, high up on the rock face. We also watched several Jays, which are the subspecies Atricapilla 

and have black crowns. Just before we returned to the hotel for breakfast we scanned Kalloni Bay and found 

both Black-necked and Great Crested Grebes, a Squacco Heron sat on the beach about ½ a mile away. 

We stayed local for the rest of the day visiting several sites and watching many local specialities enjoying the 

beautiful countryside. The upper Tsiknias River was our first destination we drove through Kalloni to get 

there and parked near some silos, a Masked Shrike sat on the power lines and sang a greeting to us, how 

nice. Our walk produced great views of Lesser Grey Shrike which was being ‘mobbed’ by a Sombre Tit, two 

superb birds in one sightings. 

We walked to the upper Tsiknias River and spent an hour or so walking along the west bank, we saw our first 

Black-eared Wheatear, also Subalpine Warbler and a lovely pair of Cirl Buntings. Overhead we had several 

sightings of Long-legged Buzzard, also Black Storks and later a White Stork. Some birds were coming down 

to bathe these included Greenfinch, Goldfinch and to our great surprise and enjoyment a Cretzschmar’s 

Bunting also came down. 

From the river we drove to the marshes at Mesa where most of the pools had dried up but some water 

remained. Wood Sandpipers, Black-winged Stilts, Ruddy Shelduck and our first Common Snipe were seen 

in the marshes. In the scrub along the track we found Red-backed Shrike, a couple of Whinchat and some 

Corn Buntings. We watched a hillside looking for raptors but all we found was Long-legged Buzzards. 

 

Starred Agama – a common lizard on Lesvos 

A few Turtle Doves were seen and heard on the return journey and plenty of butterflies we on the wing 

especially the Persian Meadow Brown, there seems to be a population explosion of this species. 

A short stop at a beach location not far away produced nothing but Great Crested Grebe and a single 

Common Tern. We then spent the last of the afternoon at the salt pans listing a large number of species with 

some new birds for our list. We had much better views of Curlew Sandpiper and Little Stint on the pans and 

in the fields nearby we found a COMMON STARLING! Don’t laugh! This is a great find on Lesvos at this time 

of the year. 



Red-throated Pipits showed much better this time and so did Temminck’s Stint and a couple of Marsh 

Sandpipers. In the Alykes Wetlands (which are now dry) we found three Tawny Pipits but our search for 

Short-toed Lark went unrewarded.  

We drove back to Skala Kalloni via the Lower Tsiknias River and spent time looking along the river banks, we 

found Sedge and Reed Warblers but could not locate a singing Great Reed Warbler. At the river mouth once 

more we saw the Spotted Crake which was now an island celebrity and on the sand-bar a single Little Gull 

dropped in for a minute or so, there was just enough time to get everyone on it before it flew off. 

That concluded our birding for the day, it was a relaxed day before tomorrow’s plan of a 12 hour outing. A 

cold beer with dinner went down well. 

DAY 3 – MONDAY 30TH APRIL 2018 

ERESOS TO SIGRI COST ROAD – SIGRI FIELDS & BEACH – UPPER AND LOWER FANEROMENI FORDS 

WEATHER: just dandy – sunshine all day – strong breeze in the afternoon temp 28C 

Another superb day of ‘tee-shirt and shorts’ birding, oh. how I miss the 3C in the UK…not! 

We set off at 7am after an early breakfast, we drove to Eresos which is found along the northern shoreline 

of the Gulf of Kalloni, we made one stop but had frequent sightings along the way. During our stop we found 

our first Orphean Warbler, also a Subalpine Warbler and a Whinchat. Buntings were in good supply plenty 

of the Corn types but also Black-headed and 

Cretzschmar’s Buntings. On a cliff face we 

found Blue Rock Thrush, a pair of Ravens and 

then a very close Black-eared Wheatear. 

The coast road from Eresos to Sigri is a special 

place, the track takes you through a wilderness 

of mountains and heathland, valleys and 

streams with no human habitation, it is 

wonderful. We stopped many times to admire 

the scenery and of course its wildlife. Nearly 

every prominent rock had a bird on it we 

constantly stopped the vehicles to watch; Red-

backed Shrike, Cretzschmar’s Buntings, 

Western Rock Nuthatch, Eastern Black-eared 

Wheatear and the occasional Cinereous 

Bunting. One really nice sighting was of 

Collared Flycatcher which landed on a fence 

near the bus just before we set off. 

the star today – Great Snipe 

By the time we reached the Meladia Ford we had seen a great deal, but even more was about to come. From 

the ford we saw an Eleonora’s Falcon fly over us, wow, what a sighting. Then we walked to a fig plantation 

and despite the windy conditions we saw a few goodies. First an Icterine Warbler showed well then we 

found a Western Bonelli’s Warbler and further along the track we watched several Orphean Warblers, 

Whinchats, more buntings and larks. An Ortolan Bunting appeared, sitting low along a fence-line but only 

two of saw it before it flew off. 

Next we drove through Sigri and through Sigri Fields to the Lower Faneromeni Ford, a Great Snipe had been 

seen there over the last two days. We parked up and decided to eat our picnic lunch whilst looking for the 



snipe. A great many European Bee-eaters were passing over as well as Barn Swallows and Common Swifts. 

We saw Common Snipe, Moorhen, Wood Sandpiper on the river and a Spotted Flycatcher in the bushes. 

After half an hour the Great Snipe came out of hiding and at first it was hard to see but eventually it came 

out and showed well.  

Next, we drove to the beach area where we ‘scoped’ Yelkouan Shearwaters and saw European Shag in the 

bay, a couple of Ruddy Shelduck with chicks 

were on the river. Just as we left the area we 

found a fruiting Mulberry Bush where a few 

Golden Orioles were feeding and showing very 

well. Whilst watching the Orioles a Roller flew 

over us and we watched a couple of Alpine 

Swifts for a while. All the time more European 

Bee-eaters came in off the sea. 

Our visit to the Upper Ford was short lived, it 

was hot and we were tiring. We walked a short 

way along the track where we saw Pied 

Flycatcher and more Spotted Flycatchers. A 

Red-footed Falcon perched nicely on some 

wires for us and we saw Masked, Red-backed 

and Woodchat Shrikes. 

                                                                                      Red -footed Falcon 

We set off for home after we went to Sigri for a coffee stop, we made two more stops before we got to our 

hotel. The first was at the Eresos Crossroads, where we watched Isabelline Wheatears and listed a few other 

species too. 

Our second homeward stop was at the head of the Lardia Valley where, Red-rumped Swallows, Black-eared 

Wheatears and Crag Martins entertained us. But it was a Long-legged Buzzard that gave the most enjoyment 

as it swooped down towards a Persian Squirrel that sat on a rock, it was a dramatic piece of action but 

resulted in nothing for the buzzard, as the squirrel dove for cover. 

The last 30km were uneventful and we arrived back at the hotel at 6:30pm time enough to get ready for 

dinner and nice cold drink. 

DAY 4 – TUESDAY MAY 1ST 2018 

ACHLADERI PINE WOODS – MESA MARSH – EASTERN SALT PANS – SCOP’S COPSE – PETRA ROAD RAPTOR 

WATCH POINT – KAVAKI, ABOVE PETRA – PETRA RESERVOIR – KREMASTIS BRIDGE TRACK – TSIKNIAS 

EAST RIVER MOUTH – KALLONI VILLAGE BRIDGE 

WEATHER; our hottest day day today with 29C and not much of a breeze. 

It was a ‘bitty’ day with lots of short stops as we drove to sites for specific target species, we hoped to ‘clean-

up’ some of the island’s most sought-after species. 

Kruper’s Nuthatch was the first target species, we decided to go early for this bird. It was a 20 minute drive 

from the hotel we set off at 6am. A short walk into the forest produced the goods, we bumped into a family 

party of Kruper’s Nuthatches, Mervyn heard them first and quickly got onto them. We also found Long-

tailed Tits, Serins and we located the nest of the Short-toed Treecreeper with both adults going to and fro 

with food. On our return journey we stopped off at Mesa Marsh where we found two Garganey and had 

‘scope views of Great Reed Warbler and a fine male Whinchat. 



After breakfast we made an unscheduled visit to the eastern side of the salt pans where the presence of a 

DALMATIAN PELICAN had been reported. We saw the bird in a distant ‘salt-pan’ but with the scope we all 

had reasonable views of it. Other birds seen from the raised bank were 41 Grey Plover (this is an incredible 

record as previously only small groups are usually recorded on Lesvos), there was also a flock of 17 Marsh 

Sandpipers (this was the remainder of a flock of over 40 birds – another incredible record). 

Our main plan was to visit the north coast on this bank holiday Monday, on the way we pulled into the ‘Scop’s 

Copse’, a disused five-a-side football field where a collection of mature Eucalyptus trees have been attracting 

roosting Scops Owls for many years. We saw two birds in separate trees, they weren’t showing too well but 

enough for all of us to enjoy. 

At the raptor watch point we stayed an hour in very warm sunshine, the band stand gave us some shelter 

from the sun. Two Goshawks flew over a ridge and circled to a great height and then a distant Short-toed 

Eagles flew along the ridge. Long-legged Buzzards showed on and off and a single Black Stork flew over. 

Birds seen on the rock hillside behind us include: Black-eared Wheatear, Western Rock Nuthatch, Cirl 

Bunting and Orphean Warbler. 

 

Scarce Swallowtail 

Kavaki is the name given to cliffs above Petra as the road climbs up toward Molivos, the scrub on the hillside 

leading down to the cliffs is home to the resident Ruppell’s Warbler. A single male was seen, and didn’t he 

perform well, what a lovely little gem. We also saw Bottle-nosed Dolphins in the bay, Blue Rock Thrush, 

Eastern Black-eared Wheatear and some Linnets. 

We ate our lunch sitting next to the Reservoir at Petra where over 500 Yellow-legged Gulls loafed in the 

water or on the exposed reservoir lining. We scanned through the gulls for a single Audouin’s Gull without 

success, the bird wasn’t there. We did see Ruddy Shelduck, Common Coot and Wood Sandpiper. The 

butterflies around us were amazing with dozens on every flower, Persian Meadow Brown, Marbled Whites, 

Cardinal Fritillary, Copper Brown and Scarce Swallowtails were the most common species. 

From Petra we drove straight to the Kremesti Track which is kind of a short cut between Petra and Napi. The 

famous and ancient bridge, built by the Turks, is an island treasure. Very few birds were seen along the track, 

we stopped a couple of times and we did see Middle Spotted Woodpecker and a Short-toed Eagle but 

nothing more. On the Napi Road we stopped to venture into an olive grove to look for an Olive Tree Warbler. 

Despite hearing one call we failed to see it, we also heard Eurasian Hoopoe and Common Nightingale. 



Our penultimate birding stop was at the mouth of the Tsiknias River we searched the Tamarisk Scrub for a 

reported Rufous Bush Robin and after a short while we located one as we heard it singing. The bird flew 

around quite a lot, but we managed to see it and photograph it well. A very showy Olivaceous Warbler was 

also nice to watch. 

Finally, we drove out to the west side of Kalloni to Kalloni Village where a bridge crosses the Potomia River. 

A Great Bittern was supposed to present for the last two days. It was quite windy when we arrived, our 

chances of seeing the bird were slim to no chance. We opted for the latter and came away empty handed. 

A relaxed dinner was taken at 7:30pm, the bird log revealed that our trip count is now 130, with 3 days to 

go it looks like being a low total of around 150 for the trip. 

DAY 5 – WEDNESDAY 2ND MAY 2018 

LIMNOS MONASTERY – LARDIA VALLEY – PERIVOLI MONASTERY – IPSILOU MONASTERY – SIGRI -  SIGRI 

TO ERESOS COASTAL TRACK 

 Weather: The great weather continued today with all day sunshine and highs of 28C. 

Another early breakfast saw us eating at 6:30am and out on the road by 7:30am. We drove up through the 

central mountains and then off to the west towards Sigri, we had several destinations to stop at along the 

way. The first was the huge Monastery at Limnos just above the village of Dafia, this a regular spot for Middle 

Spotted Woodpecker and has been reliable in the past but today we enjoyed Red-rumped Swallows and 

not the woodpecker. 

The Lardia Valley is found between the villages of Vatousa and Andissa, it is a steep sided gorge but quite 

wide, we stopped at the east side to look for Rock Sparrow. It took all of 1 minute to find one which sat just 

outside its nest the whole time we were there. We heard Wren, Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler and saw Black-

eared Wheatear and Blue Rock Thrush. 

Just before we reached Andissa we stopped at 

our second Monastery of the day, Perivoli. A 

small building with a car park and grounds full 

of Sycamore trees and a river runs alongside it. 

We found Middle Spotted Woodpecker in the 

olive grove adjacent to the car park. We 

searched for flycatchers but found only 

wheatears and common garden birds. 

 

                              Little Owl 

At the Eresos crossroads we saw Isabelline 

Wheatear from the bus and as soon as we 

stopped at the base of the mountain, where the Ipsilou Monastery lies, we saw another one. In fact the 

birding at the parking area was very good, we saw a distant Woodlark, also Cretszchmar’s Bunting, Black-

eared Wheatear and we could hear a Cinereous Bunting singing. Ravens and Long-legged Buzzard flew over 

with distant Yellow-legged Gulls. 

Our walk up to the monastery took quite a while because of the many stops we made to look at different 

species, there were many flycatchers, in one bush we saw six birds flycatching. The beautiful male Collared 

Flycatcher impressed the group the most but also Pied and Spotted were appreciated. Not many other 

species were seen, especially migrant birds, the exception being Golden Oriole that called and showed well 



at times. An Eleonora’s Falcon was another exception and a great sighting, we looked down on the bird as 

it circled on the thermals. 

At the top we finally found our Cinereous Bunting, singing from the top of a bush, it took a fair time to locate 

the bird and even then, only a few of the group got to see it. We ate our picnic lunch sitting on a wall in 

bright sunshine, then the group split up, some went back down in the second vehicle whilst the rest of us 

walked down.  

During the downward walk we found a Eurasian Hoopoe (our first for the trip) then we found a Tree Pipit 

on the track, it showed down to a few meters. An Orphean Warbler was tracked down as it sang from the 

trees and another Cinereous Bunting put in a well appreciated appearance. 

Before we drove down to Sigri we turned off onto the road to the Petrified Forest to search for the Chukar, 

a species of partridge. We drove all the way down to the Petrified Forest entrance before we parked up 

having not seen a single Chukar. We watched Black-headed Buntings, another Orphean Warbler in full song, 

Red-backed Shrikes and Eastern Black-eared Wheatears before a Chukar appeared on a rock wall and with 

it were four chicks, amazing. A very obliging Little Owl sat out for us as we made our way out. 

At Sigri we enjoyed a lovely sea-breeze along with an ice-cream, we added Eurasian or Western Jackdaw to 

our list. We then took the dry and bumpy track that led all the way to Eresos, it was dry and bumpy! Before 

arriving at Meladia Ford, about half-way, we stopped to look at another Little Owl perched out near a farm 

and many Whinchats, Stonechats and Red-backed Shrikes. A brief stop at a Chapel produced good sightings 

of European bee-eaters, about 30 of them. 

At the ford we got out for a walk, a Purple Heron 

was noted by one of the group and we all saw 

Wood Sandpiper, Cetti’s Warbler and Black-

headed Bunting. A few more species were noted 

before we left, Short-toed Eagle and two Red 

Footed Falcons were the raptor highlights. 

We got back to the hotel around 6:30pm. But 

some of us hadn’t finished yet! News of a Citrine 

Wagtail had us driving out to the pans. A short 

search in fading light produced the bird, it was a 

male, what a beauty and a great species to finish 

the day with! 

 

                                                                                                 Amanda’s Blue 

Day 6 – THURSDAY MAY 3RD 2018 

TSIKNIAS RIVER FORD – EASTERN SALT PANS – KALAMI MARSHES – SKAMNIOUDI LAKE - POLICHNITOS 

SALT PANS – VATERA – AGIOS FOKOS – ALYKES WETLANDS  

Weather: Today we had clouds oh my! But it remained hot and they cleared before long. 

Our early morning start found us at the Ford on the Tsiknias River, a ROSE COLOURED STARLING had been 

reported yesterday by a few other people so we made it our morning target species.  We searched the 

locations but failed to see the bird, so the lead vehicle drove off into the village to buy water whilst the 

second remained for a short while, You can guess what happened, the bird turned up whilst we were away 

and the four of the group that remained saw it. By the time we got back there the bird had disappeared. 



The same thing happened at our next venue, the Salt Pans, the leading bus went to the back of the ‘pans’ to 

Alykes Wetland whilst the second vehicle went to the Eastern Pans, the same four found the Spur-winged 

Plover which had flown off by the time the rest of us reached the site. During all this time we enjoyed great 

views of European Bee-eaters in the superb morning light and at least 20 other species seen in and around 

the Salt Pans which is always a delight to visit whatever the time of day, but mornings are special. 

 

The Rose-coloured Starling in the Mulberry Tree surrounded by rich pickings of fruit. 

After breakfast we drove to Mesa to visit the Kalami Marshes to look for more species, a Great Snipe had 

been seen earlier so we looked for that, finding Great Reed Warbler, Garganey and Little Ringed Plover 

instead. 

 

Garganey 

We continued our outing by following the road that skirts the southern shoreline of the Gulf of Kalloni, we 

headed towards Polichnitos stopping in some well-established olive groves. We immediately heard OLIVE 

TREE WARBLERS singing and before long we had all seen at least two birds, but only in flight! Over the next 



30 minutes we also logged Sombre Tit, Masked Shrike (this bird mimics the song of the Olive Tree Warbler 

and it can confuse the unknowing birder), Greenfinch and Olivaceous Warbler. 

For our picnic lunch we chose the beach near to Skamioudi where a large brackish lake is separated from the 

Gulf of Kalloni by a narrow shingle bank. We sat on the shingle bank and enjoyed a perfect setting, the 

scenery was simply stunning, the bird life in and around the lake was prolific and the colours of the wild 

flowers just divine. 

 

looking along the shingle bank into the Gulf of Kalloni 

We found Greenshank, Temminck’s Stint, lots of Pied Avocets (some sitting on eggs), Kentish Plover also 

sitting on eggs very close to us. There was also Ruff, Curlew Sandpiper, two Garganey, two White-winged 

Terns and two Little Terns. 

 

Kentish Plover by Mike Taylor 

The drive through to the Polichnitus Salt Pans went uneventful and the pans themselves did not hold many 

species of birds, I have never been impressed with these salt pans. We stopped in the town to indulge in an 

ice-cream before driving down to the south coast of the island at Vatera. The east river at Vatera was 



overgrown and held very few birds but we did find Sardinian Warbler further along the track towards Agios 

Fokas. 

 

Azure Bluet Damselfly  

At the headland we tried a little bit of sea-watching, not everyone’s cup of tea but most of us had a go. Small 

groups of Yelkouan Shearwaters were passing the headland, we also saw a couple of European Shags but 

not much else. We left the area at 4:30pm for the 1-hour drive back. 

Before returning to the hotel we made a quick stop at Kalloni Salt Pans and the Alykes Wetland behind them. 

We had great views of the SPUR-WINGED PLOVER and of a female Citrine Wagtail. 

 

 

record shot of the Spur-winged Plover taken by Mike Taylor 



A nice group of Bee-eaters were good to watch and a party of White-winged Terns joined Common and 

Little Terns that were coming to bathe in the pools on Alykes Wetland. We returned to the hotel around 

6:30pm. 

 

DAY 7 – FRIDAY 4TH MAY 2018 

TSIKNIAS FORD – METOCHI LAKE – KALLONI SALT PANS – MESA POND & KALAMI MARSH – MESA BEACH 

– PARAKILA MARSH 

WEATHER; It rained this morning but very lightly, the clouds cleared later and it became very hot and humid. 

Today was our last full day on this birding ‘treasure Island’ but instead of dashing around trying to see species 

that we had had missed during the past few days we took a leisurely approach. The truth is that most of the 

group were getting a little tired and the long 

days had taken their toll. However, at 6am it 

was full turn out for our early morning jaunt. 

The Rose-coloured Starling was still appearing 

at the Tsiknias River-ford favouring a mulberry 

bush which was now fruiting. We stopped at the 

river mouth on the way and saw a wonderful 

group of Squacco Herons, 15 of them were 

standing in full view in and along the eastern 

bank, they looked superb in the morning light. 

A nice surprise was the appearance of a Spur-

winged Plover, this little beauty worked its way 

up the river and eventually disappeared round 

a bend. 

we drove round to the small lake at Metochi, it is always a favourite place for my groups and this group was 

no exception. It is a fabulous place at this time of the day, always tranquil and the water, dead still. We saw 

the usual Little Crake, Little Bittern, Little Grebe, Reed and Sedge Warblers as well as a family party of 

Mallards. We took a quick look at a second pond not far away to try to add Night Heron to our list, but we 

were unsuccessful, so we returned to the hotel for breakfast. 

News of the appearance of two Broad-billed Sandpipers o the Kalloni Salt Pans was gathered during 

breakfast and as the site was en-route for us we dropped in not long afterwards. We found the Sandpipers, 

about 300 meters away at the back of the eastern-most ‘salt pan’, they were dots in the scope and not 

everyone in the group could make them out. Other waders present included; Little Stint, Curlew Sandpiper, 

Grey Plover, Pied Avocet, Ruff, Marsh Sandpiper as well as dozens of Greater Flamingos and the Dalmatian 

Pelican was still present. 

At the Marshes near Mesa we watched a Single Garganey, yet another Citrine Wagtail (female) and the 

usual Wood Sandpiper, Ruddy Shelduck and Moorhen. Further along the marsh we looked for Great White 

Egret but found only Little Egret, Grey Heron and a fly-over Black Stork.  

For our picnic lunch stop we drove back towards Kalloni and turned down a track to the beach, a deserted 

beach-café area had a couple of picnic tables and seating, a lovely breeze came in off the sea. There was a 

sand-bar just along the shore where a gathering of Yellow-legged Gulls sat. We scanned the gulls and found 

two Gull-billed Terns and a single Black-headed Gull, it is worth mentioning that the Black-headed Gull is 



uncommon on Lesvos at this time of the year and it was our first of the trip. A Whimbrel flew by as we sat 

and ate our lunch. 

After we had eaten we went for short walk to an inlet just passed the sand-bar, we found the Whimbrel on 

the bank and an Oystercatcher both were new birds for the 

trip. A couple of Grey Plover, one of which was in full 

summer plumage, also fed in the inlet. We ‘scoped 

Whinchat, Corn Bunting, Crested Lark and Black-headed 

Bunting. It was now very hot and approaching 2pm so we 

decided to take a siesta and we returned to the hotel. 

At 4pm we reconvened for another couple of hours of 

birding, it was still very hot but the edge had gone off the 

glaring sunshine. A quick visit to the marshes at Paralika to 

the west of Kalloni produced one of our wanted species, the 

Great White Egret. Two of them were present along with a 

single Little Egret and not much else on the water. 

Great White Egrets 

In the surrounding scrub we saw Cetti’s Warbler, a 

Whinchat and a Pied Flycatcher, scanning the hills we saw 

Short-toed Eagle and Long-legged Buzzard. A very brief 

sighting of two Sparrowhawks, raised our hopes of seeing a 

Levant’s Sparrowhawk but the birds were distant, the views were very brief and the light wasn’t too good. 

From the marshes we drove back to Skala Kalloni and onto the Tsiknias river bank to take another look at 

the Rose-coloured Starling by the ford and as luck would have it the bird showed very well, now everyone 

got to see it in the scope at last, a female Blackcap was also a very good find and our first for the trip. After 

watching the starling feeding on mulberries we were distracted by a fly-over Night Heron, another first for 

the trip. 

It was now 6pm and we had decided to call it day in order to get some packing done and to prepare ourselves 

for an evening in the village square where we intended to eat. It was a lovely night out, plenty of laughter at 

the table. We took a vote for bird of the trip, the Rose-coloured Starling took 9 votes out of 12. 

We counted our trip total which reached 153, which was a great effort in a very poor year for most migrant 

species, well done to all the group. 

DAY 8 – SATURDAY 5TH MAY, 2018 

EASTERN SALT PANS – TRANSFER TO MYTILINE AIRPORT 

Weather: It rained quite heavily for a very short spell this morning as we drove to the airport, ha! Too late! 

I couldn’t believe it, we had a full turn out on this very last morning, even after a late night yesterday! As we 

had nothing to ‘chase’ to add to our list we decided to return to the east side of the Kalloni Salt Pans to try 

to get a better look at the Broad-billed Sandpipers, if they were still there. 

It rained a little during the drive to the ‘Pans’ and then a little more whilst we were there but it was a very 

light shower on both occasions. As we walked along the east track we had great views of the ‘pans’ with 

improving light as time went by. The cloudy sky cleared somewhat, and the rain left us in peace. Three 



Garganey (two males and a female) flew over us and along the ‘feeder channel’ as well as two Black Storks 

and two Ruddy Shelducks. The wader scrape on the first pan was packed with birds, the Curlew Sandpipers 

in their summer plumage looked fantastic, we also found a couple of unexpected Dunlin in summer plumage 

too. 

It wasn’t long before we found the two BROAD-BILLED SANDPIPERS and over the next half-an-hour they 

steadily got nearer to us and we were able to see their marking much clearer, I think most of the group were 

satisfied with their views. Also, on view were two Marsh Sandpipers, dozens of Little Stints, Ruff, a few Grey 

Plover and the visiting Dalmatian Pelican put in an appearance. 

 

view of the salt pans from the east track 

Time ran out, our last birding excursion was over, we had to go back to the hotel for breakfast and to pack. 

We needed to leave the hotel for the airport at 10am. 

By 11:30 we were all checked in at the airport and were ready to go, some of us sat outside on the beach 

instead of going through to the departure lounge. It was very pleasant sitting in the shade or sunshine looking 

at Yelkouan Shearwaters, gulls and European Shag. There can't be many airports with such a vista after 

checking in? 

the final trip total was 156 with a couple more heard not seen, (Barn Owl and Wren). It had been another 

great tour of a very special place, the butterflies and wild flowers were exceptional this year and the birds 

weren’t too bad either! 

 

 

 

 



CHECKLIST OF SPECIES SEEN & HEARD BETWEEN 28TH APRIL – MAY 5TH 2018 

 

 

SPECIES Scientific Name 
DATE   SEEN 

 
28        29        30        1          2          3          4         5 

1  Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna X X  X  X X X 

2  Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea X X X X X X X X 

3  Mallard Anas platyrynchos  X  X   X  

4  Garganey  Anas querquedula    X  X  X 

5  Chukar Alectoris chukar     X    

6  Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis  X    X X  

7  Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis  X     X  

8  Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus  X    X X  

9  Yelkouan Shearwater Puffinus yelkouan   X   X  X 

10  Great Cormorant   Phalacrocorax carbo X X       

11  European Shag Phalacrocorax a, desmarestii   X   X  X 

12  Dalmatian Pelican Pelecanus crispus    X  X  X 

13  Little Bittern  Ixobrychus minutus  X X   X X  

14  Black-crowned Night-Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax       X  

15  Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides X X X X  X X  

16  Little Egret  Egretta garzetta X X X X X X X X 

17  Great Egret  Egretta alba       X  

18  Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea  X X X  X X  

19  Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea X    X X   

20  White Stork  Ciconia ciconia X X X X X X   

21  Black Stork  Ciconia nigra X X X X X X X X 

22  Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus X X    X  X 

23  Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus ruber X X  X X X X X 

24  Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus   X X X  X  

25  Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus X X    X X X 

26  Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus X X X X X  X X 

27  Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo X X X X     

28  European Honey Buzzard   Pernis apivorus X        

29  Northern Goshawk Accipter gentilis    X     

30  Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus  X X  X X   

31  Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni   X      

32  Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus X  X  X    

33  Eleonora’s Falcon Falco eleonorae   X  X    

34  Spotted Crake Porzana porzna X X       

35  Little Crake Porzna parva  X     X  

36  Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus X X X X X X X X 

37  Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra  X  X  X X  

38  Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta               X X   X X X X 

39  Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus X X  X X X X X 

40  Stone Curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus X      X  

41  Collared Pratincole  Glareola pratincola                  X X       

42  Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius X X    X X  

43  Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula      X X X 

44  Kentish Plover  Charadrius alexandrinus  X    X X X 

45  Grey or Black-bellied Plover  Pluvialis squatarola    X  X X X 

46  Spur-winged Plover Vinelus spinosus      X X  

47  Dunlin  Calidris alpina        X 



 SPECIES SCIENTIFIC NAME 
 
28        29        30        1          2          3          4         5 

48  Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea X X  X  X X X 

49  Broad-billed Sandpiper Limicola falcinellus       X X 

50  Temminck’s Stint Calidris temminckii X X   X X X  

51  Little Stint  Calidris minuta X X    X X X 

52  Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola X X X X X X X X 

53  Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos X     X   

54  Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia X X    X   

55  Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis X X    X  X 

56  Whimbrel Numenis phaeopus       X  

57  Great Snipe Gallinago media   X   X   

58  Common Snipe   Gallinago gallinago  X X      

59  Ruff  Philomachus pugnax X X  X  X X X 

60  Black-headed Gull  Larus ridibundus       X  

61  Slender-billed Gull Larus genei X        

62  Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus      X X  

63  Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis  X X X X X X X X 

64  Little Gull Larus minutus  X       

65  Little Tern  Sterna albifrons X X  X  X X X 

66  Gull-billed Tern Sterna nilotica X X     X  

67  Common Tern  Sterna hirundo X X  X X X X X 

68  White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucoptera X X  X X X X  

69  Whiskered Tern  Chlidonias hybridus X X       

70  Rock Dove /Feral Pigeon Columba livia feral X X X X X X X X 

71  Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto X X X X X X X X 

72  European Turtle Dove Streptopeliia turtur  X X X X X   

73  Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus  H X X H    

74  Barn Owl Tyto alba   H  H    

75  Little Owl  Athene noctua   X  X X   

76  Eurasian Scops Owl  Otus scops    X     

77  Common Swift  Apus apus X X X X X X  X 

78  Alpine Swift Apus melba   X      

79  Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops    H X X H H 

80  European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster H X X X X X X X 

81  European Roller Coracias garrulus   X      

82  Middle-spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus medius     X X    

83  Crested Lark  Galerida cristata X X X X X X X X 

84  Wood Lark  Lullula arborea     X    

85  Greater Short-toed Lark  Calandrella brachydactyla  X       

86  Sand Martin  Riparia riparia X X X    X  

87  Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris   X      

88  Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica X X X X X X X X 

89  Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica X X X X X  X  

90  House Martin  Delichon urbicum X X X X X X X X 

91  Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris  X       

92  Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis                        X    

93  Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus X X X   X X  

94  White Wagtail Motacilla alba X X X   X   



 SPECIES SCIENTIFIC NAME 
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95  Western Yellow Wagtail   
 
 
 

       

 Blue-headed Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava flava   X X X X  

 Black-headed Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava feldegg X  X X X X X 

96  Citrine Wagtail   Motacilla citreola     X X X  

97  Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos H H H X H X X  

98  Rufous Bush Robin Cercotrichas galactotes    X     

99  Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe     X    

100  Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina   X  X    

101  Eastern Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe h  melanoleuca  X X X X X X  

102  Whinchat Saxicola rubetra  X X X X  X  

103  European Stonechat   Saxicola torquata   X X X  X  

104  Eurasian Blackbird  Turdus merula X X X X X X X X 

105  Blue Rock Thrush Monticola salitarius   X X X    

106  Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla       X  

107  Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis  X       

108  Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca       X  

109  Eastern Orphean Warbler Sylvia crassirostris  X X  X    

110  Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala                      X   

111  Ruppell’s Warbler Sylvia rueppelli    X     

112  Subalpine Warbler  Sylvia cantillans  X X X X X   

113  Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus 
schoenobaenus 

 X     X  

114  Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti H X X H X X X  

115  Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaecus X X H X  X X  

116  Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus  H H X   X  

117  Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina   X      

118  Olive-tree Warbler Hippolais olivetorum    H  X   

119  Eastern Olivaceous Warbler Hippolais pallida X X H X X X X  

120  Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix   X  X    

121  Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler Phylloscopus orientalis   X      

122  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes    H H    

123  Spotted Flycatcher Ficedula striata   X X X    

124  Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca   X  X  X  

125  Semi-collared Flycatcher Ficedula semitorquata        X 

126  Collared Flycatcher Ficedula albicollis   X  X    

127  Great Tit   Parus major X X X X X X X  

128  Eurasian Blue Tit  Parus caeruleus X X X X X X   

129  Sombre Tit Parus lugubris  X  X X X   

130  Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos c. tephronotus    X     

131  Kruper’s Nuthatch Sitta kruepei    X     

132  Western Rock Nuthatch Sitta neumayer  X X X X    

133  Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla    X     

134  Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor X X X      

135  Red-backed Shrike Lanius  collurio  X X X X X X  

136  Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator  X X X X X X X 

137  Masked Shrike Lanius nubicus  X X X  X X  

138  Eurasian Jay Garrulus grandarius  X X X X X X  

139  Eurasian Jackdaw  Corvus monedula     X    

140  Hooded Crow Corvus cornix X X X X X X X X 

141  Common or Northern Raven  Corvus corax  X X X X    

142  Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris  X       

143  Rose-coloured Starling Pastor roseus      X X  
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144  Golden Oriole Oriolis oriolis  H X  X    

145  House Sparrow  Passer domesticus X X X X X X X X 

146  Spanish Sparrow  Passer hispaniolensis X X X      

147  Rock Sparrow Petronia petronia     X    

148  Common Chaffinch Fringella coelebs  X H X X    

149  Eurasian Linnet  Carduelis cannabina   X X X    

150  European Goldfinch   Carduelis carduelis X X X X X X X  

151  European Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris X X X X X X X  

152  European Serin  Serinus serinus    X     

153  Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana   X      

154  Cretzschmar’s Bunting Emberiza caesia  X X  X    

155  Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus  X X X X    

156  Cinereous Bunting Emberiza cineracea   X  X    

157  Black-headed Bunting Emberiza melanocephala X X X X X X X X 

158  Corn Bunting  Miliaria calandra X X X X X X X X 

 

 

Sightings of Common: 
MAMMALS/AMPHIBIANS/REPTILES/ 

BUTTERFLIES/DRAGONFLIES/INSECT SPECIES 
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 Balkan Green Lizard   X X X     

 Starred Agama   X X X X    

 Montpellier Snake      X    

 Ottoman’s Viper      X    

 Glass Snake      X    

 Dice Snake        X  

 Stripe-necked Terrapin  X X  X     

           

           

 Eastern Bath White   X X X X    

 Small Copper   X X X     

 Painted Lady   X X X     

 Meadow (Persian) Brown   X X X     

 Cardinal Fritillary   X       

 Ilex Hairstreak   X  X     

 Small White   X X X     

 Eastern Dappled White   X       

 Scarce Swallowtail   X X X     

 Clouded Yellow   X X X     

 Red Admiral    X      

 Black-veined White    X X     

 Small Copper    X      

 Marbled White    X X     

 Eastern Festoon     X     

 Amanda’s Blue      X    

 Comma          

           

 


