
WINGSPAN BIRD TOURS  
 

 

in 

 

LESVOS 
 

 

April 27TH    –   May 5TH   2022 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

TRIP REPORT 

 



 

PLACES VISITED 

 
SATURDAY 28TH   

 

MYTILINE PENINSULAR – HARAMIDA BEACH AND FIELDS – MESA AND 
WESTERN SALT PANS 
 

SUNDAY 29TH  

 

TSIKNIAS RIVER MOUTH AND FORD – KALLONI SALT PANS – ALYKES 
WETLANDS – KALAMI COASTAL POOLS - MESA – ACHLADERI – 
KALLONI SCOPS' COPSE – TSIKNIAS RIVER MOUTH 
 

MONDAY 30TH  

 

SCOPS COPSE – COAST ROAD TO ERESOS WITH STOPS NEAR 
MESOTOPOS AND PARAKILA MARSH – COAST ROAD TO SIGRI WITH 
MANY STOPS INCLUDING MELADIA FORD – SGIR FOR LUNCH – THEN 
BOTH FORDS AT FARENOMENI AND THE BEACH – LAST STOP AT 
ERESOS CROSSROADS NEAR ANDISSA 
 

TUESDAY 1ST    

 

KALLONI SALT PANS – KALAMI COASTAL POOL AND BEACH – 
ACHLADERI BEACH POOL – KALLONI RAPTOR LOOKOUT – PETRA – 
PETRA RESERVOIR – SCOPS COPSE 
 
 

WEDNESDAY 2ND     

 

KALLONI SALT PANS – LARDIA VALLEY – ERESOS CROSSROADS – 
IPSILOU MONASTERY – SIGRI FIELDS – FARANOMENI – MELADIA 
VALLEY 
 

THURSDAY 3RD  

 

KALLONI SALT PANS – NAPI VALLEY – MADAROS – RIVER TSIKNIAS – 
KALLONI SALT PANS – METOCHI 
 

FRIDAY 4TH  

 

TSIKNIAS RIVER EAST BANK AND SHORE – MELADIA VALLEY & FORD 
& CHAPEL – KALLONI SALT PANS WEST AND EAST TRACKS 
 

SATURDAY 5TH  

 

KALLONI SALT PANS EAST TRACK – MESA – ACHLADERI PINE 
WOODS – LOUTRA – HARMIDA HEATHLAND – MYTILINE AIRPORT 
 

 

 

 
 
 



 
LESVOS 28TH APRIL – 5TH MAY 2022 

 
LEADER:  Bob Buckler 
 
Participants:  Paul Edlin, Mike Hails, John baker, Peter and Susan Hayes 
 
DAILY TRIP REPORT – SUMMARY 
 
My first return to Lesvos since 2019 was fantastic, all those happy memories came flooding back 
and the weather and the birding was just as fabulous. The airport was new, they have moved 
the entire Terminal building 1 mile down the road, I must say it is a big improvement. The birding 
was hard work this year, all the species were present but not in the usual high numbers, the 
spring weather conditions had a lot to do with it. Nevertheless, we had a great time looking for 
them and saw some terrific birds. The scenery hasn’t changed it is such a beautiful island, I can’t 
wait to return next year. 
 
DAY 1 – SATURDAY MAY 28TH 2022 
 
MYTILINE PENINSULAR – HARAMIDA BEACH AND FIELDS – MESA AND WESTERN SALT 
PANS 
 
WEATHER: sunshine all day, a lovely cooling breeze. Top temp. 24C 
 
Pete, Sue and I arrived last night (27th) at 10pm and spent the night in a hotel local to the airport, 
the Loriet Hotel is wonderful and I highly recommend it, a Scop’s Owl was calling from the large 
pine trees in the courtyard. The breakfast this morning was lovely sitting out in their courtyard 
and listening to all the bird song. 
 
After our lovely breakfast our minibus was delivered to the hotel and we set off for some birding, 
we had already logged Red-rumped and Barn Swallows as they are breeding in the hotel 
buildings. The rest of the group are arriving today but not until 3:45pm which gave us almost a 
complete day to go birding before they arrived. 
 
We decided to stay on the Mytiline Peninsular and headed towards Haramida some 15 
kilometers from our hotel. Our first stop involved a walk in a pine forest just after 5km into the 
journey. The mature pine trees looked good habitat for Kruper’s Nuthatch but after a 30 minute 
walk we saw absolutely nothing. 
 



 
 
Further along the coast we stopped a couple of times to look at the wonderful landscape and the 
views across the picturesque bays. We found a singing Blue Rock Thrush, several Sardinian 
Warblers, two Cretzschmar’s Buntings, a Common Kestrel and lots of Chaffinches. One stop 
near the village of Haramida produced excellent sightings of an Eastern Black-eared Wheatear 
and after following the song of an Eastern Olivaceous Warbler we found the bird. 
 

 
 
Our best birding of the day came from a walk from the beach at Haramida (shown above). We 
parked the bus and took a walk away from the beach past some reedbeds and through an olive 
plantation to overlook some grass meadows.  
 
We had a fantastic couple of hours there which started with sightings of Grey Heron and two 
Little Egrets both species flew up from the marsh area. We could hear Little Grebe trilling and 
Water Rail squealing, also Reed Warblers singing from the reeds. 
 
From the footpath which took us up a slope we had better views of the marsh where we saw 
dozens and dozens of Alpine Swifts. At first we thought the swifts were hawking insect but then 



we got better views of open water and the swifts were in fact coming down to drink. What a 
fantastic sight, a sky full of Alpine Swifts, it doesn’t get much better than that. 
 

 
Balkan Green Lizard taken by Sue Hayes 

 
Walking further we found more Sardinian Warblers as well as an unexpected Wood Warbler, 
also Blue and Great Tits, a pair of Jays, a pair of Ravens, three Bee-eaters and some orchids. 
 
Butterflies were on the wing we saw a good number of Eastern Festoons, also Large Wall 
Brown, Holly Blue, Orange-tip and a couple of Iolas Blues was a nice find. We had a close 
encounter with a Balkan Green Lizard, this individual walked all around us as we kept perfectly 
still, it was an amazing experience. 
  



 
Holly Blue 

 
Just as we turned back we looked up and saw 4 Dalmatian Pelicans circling over the hillside, 
they gained height and were lost to sight, wow! That’s a biggie for Lesvos! 
 



 
Two of the four Dalmatian Pelicans - taken by Sue Hayes 

 
After the walk we drove to the next bay at Agios where we sat at a beachside restaurant and 
had a delicious lunch, Greek Salad and fried Aubergine, truly delicious! 
 



 
Iolas Blue 

 
Soon it was time to collect three more participants for the trip, Mike, Paul and John. They arrived 
on time and we quickly loaded up the bus with their luggage and set off for our hotel in Skala 
Kallonis. We made two stops along the way to our hotel and the first was at Mesa and Kalami 
Marsh. We stood on an old bridge and scanned the marsh finding Purple Heron, Black-winged 
Stilt, Eurasian Coot, a few Pond Terrapins and not much else. 
 



 
Black-eared Wheatear 

 
The brackish pools on the beach side of the road held a lot more birds of interest. Several wader 
species were out there as well as Greater Flamingo, Great Egret, Common & Ruddy Shelduck 
and more Black-winged Stilts. We saw Little Stints, Wood, Green  and Common Sandpipers, 
Ruff, Little Ringed Plover and few Black-headed Western Yellow Wagtails, Corn Buntings, 
Crested Larks and Common Stonechats. 
  
Walking a little further into the area called Mesa we added Black-tailed Godwit and three Stone 
Curlews were standing on the beach. A few Yellow-legged Gulls were dotted about, but we saw 
no Terns. The only raptor recorded at this stage was a distant Long-legged Buzzard. 
  
Our last birding stop of the day was at the Kalloni Salt Pans. We stopped at the entrance to the 
western side of the pans and just scanned the first couple of ‘pans’. Hundreds of Pied Avocets 
fed all over the water and they were also crowded onto to an island. 
  
A magical sight was that of a group of White-winged Terns, they circled the water-filled salt pan 
and eventually landed on the island. We also noted Little Terns, Greenshank, European bee-
eater, I heard a Golden Oriole call from some distant trees and a group of European Bee-eaters 
dashed about, but quite far from us. God, I love this place, Lesvos is birding in heaven!! Birds 
are everywhere and in such variety. We notched up over 30 species in less than two hours and 
many of them were great birds to see. 
  
We called it day at that point and drove to our hotel making a short stop at the local supermarket 
for provisions. Dinner was consumed at 7:30pm and I was back in my room by 9:30pm writing 
this report. Stick with us as we venture out early tomorrow for our first full day on the beautiful 
island of Lesvos. 



DAY 2 – SUNDAY 29TH APRIL 2022 
 
TSIKNIAS RIVER MOUTH AND FORD – KALLONI SALT PANS – ALYKES WETLANDS – 
KALAMI COASTAL POOLS - MESA – ACHLADERI – KALLONI SCOPS' COPSE – TSIKNIAS 
RIVER MOUTH 
 
WEATHER: hazy sunshine all day, a strong breeze until late afternoon. Top temp 18C 
 
What a great first full day on Lesvos!! Birds galore, terrific scenery and lovely weather, you 
couldn’t ask for more! We made an early start, a pre-breakfast jaunt to the small lake called 
Metochi. In years gone by this pool has produced some wonderful birds but recent 
‘improvements’ have led to a huge decline in bird species. The pool was dredged and the 
reedbeds cut down in 2018 and they must have been done again during my absence because 
very little new reed growth was evident. 
 

 
Metochi Lake 

 
However, we enjoyed what was available which was: 3 Little Bitterns, 1 male Little Crake, Grey 
Heron, Little Grebe, Moorhen and a couple of Mallards. In the reeds that remained we saw Reed 
Warbler, Cetti’s Warbler and we heard Eastern Olivaceous and Sedge Warbler. 



 
Little Crake 

 
Driving round to a nearby rock face we added a few more species such as Eastern Black-eared 
Wheatear, Western Rock Nuthatch, a few Jays, a Hoopoe (heard) a Common Nightingale in full 
view (but distant) and several common species (mainly Corn Buntings and Crested Larks!!). On 
the way back to breakfast we put up a Turtle Dove from the track and saw Black Stork in flight. 
 

 
Little Bittern 



After our nice start to the day at Metochi we set off for the Salt Pans via the Tsiknias River our 
first stop was at the river mouth. A Grey Plover sat on the sand bar with a single Gull-billed Tern, 
we also saw Common & Little Terns and Little Egrets. 
 
Walking upriver to the ford we searched for a Spotted Crake which had been reported recently 
but we never spotted it (ha!). We did see a Whinchat and a Woodchat Shrike and heard more 
Cetti’s & Olivaceous Warblers and Common Nightingales. At the ford we enjoyed views of Wood 
& Common Sandpipers, a brilliant Great Reed Warbler showed so well, then we added Squacco 
Heron and Little Bittern to our sightings list. 
 
Walking a little up from the ford we found 3 Temminck’s Stints, a Common Snipe, a Black-
headed Bunting, Black-headed Yellow Wagtail, a single Dunlin and some Little Stints. Overhead 
we saw Black Storks, European Bee-eaters, Swallows, Swifts and Martins. 
  

 
Temminck's Stints on the Tsiknias River 

 
Driving through to the salt pans we had excellent views of an Eastern Olivaceous Warbler more 
Bee-eaters, Whinchat and another Black-headed Bunting. At the salt pans we spent some time 
looking for a Great Spotted Cuckoo that had been seen over the last few days, it was quite 
windy by then, we never saw the cuckoo. 
  
Along the channels we saw more Ruff, Wood Sandpipers, Black-winged Stilts and Little Stints 
before we reached Alykes Wetland. Alykes Wetland was dry!!  So, we moved on to the mouth of 
the inlet which supplies the salt pans with salt water. On the shore of the bay we saw Eurasian 
Curlew and both Little and White-winged Terns flew past along the shore. 
 



 
Red-throated Pipit still in winter plumage 

  
Our walk through the huge horse meadow produced some good sightings, it was hard going but 
we eventually found what we were looking for. We first found a couple of Red-throated Pipits 
and then Greater Short-toed Larks. A very distant Red-footed Falcon came next followed by a 
few Kentish Plovers found by Mike. 



 
 

A more colourful Red-throated Pipit 
  
A couple of small pools with very little water attracted a few species, we found Black-headed 
Yellow Wagtail, Whinchat, Temminck’s Stint and a Dunlin. We then had quite a few more Red-
throated Pipits and went on to find three more Greater Short-toed Larks. 
 
Back at the bus we ate our picnic lunch and whilst doing so we saw a distant Short-toed Eagle 
and also a Marsh Harrier. With lunch over we drove off the salt pans at the western entrance 
and returned to them on the eastern track. A small pool there had hosted a Spotted Crake for 
the last few days so we staked out the pool and hoped that the crake was still there. 
 



 
Spotted Crake 

 
A couple of Wood Sandpipers, a Temminck’s Stint, a Black-headed yellow Wagtail and Red-
throated Pipits were seen before the Spotted Crake showed itself. Whoopee! What a little beauty 
that one was, it looked superb in the lovely sunshine. 
  
We decided to drive to the pine woodlands at Achladeri for our next birding session but first we 
made two stops along the way. The first was to view some open pools just east of the salt pans, 
there we saw a small flock of 7 Greenshanks and lots of Little Stints and Ruff. Then we made a 
stop at Mesa to look at the beach pools there. 
 



 
 

Great Reed Warbler 
  
Plenty of waders were feeding in the pools, we saw Black-tailed Godwit, Ruff, Little Stints, Wood 
Sandpipers and two smashing Curlew Sandpipers in summer plumage. In a far pool there was 
Ruddy Shelduck, Avocet, Black-winged Stilts and a couple of Collared Pratincoles flew over us. 
  
The pine woods at Achladeri are a well-known site where to see Kruper’s Nuthatch and that is 
where we went next. After walking along a track for not too long we heard one calling. Over the 
next 30 minutes we had superb views of a pair of these diminutive Nuthatches, they really are 
small! 
  
Whilst there we noted our second Short-toed Eagle and our second Red-footed Falcon, both 
flew over the top of us. We also found Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Chaffinch, Blue & Great Tits, 
Eastern Black-eared Wheatear and Serin, but not Short-toed Treecreeper which was also one of 
our target species. 
  
From the woods we drove to a beach taverna where we sat and enjoyed a refreshing drink, we 
then drove back to Kalloni and onto a site for Scops Owls. This regular site has been decimated, 
the huge eucalyptus trees that play host to the owls have been chopped back to just 20ft trunks, 
all the branches have been removed and so have the owls! 
 



 
 

Devastation of the Scops’ Copse 
  
Round the back of the site three mature eucalyptus trees remain and that is where a pair of owls 
have been roosting. We searched the trees and drew a blank, the owls had gone elsewhere. 
What we did find was a nesting pair of Eurasian Nuthatches, well that was our third Nuthatch 
species of the day, a hattrick of Nutters!! 
  
I dropped the group back at the hotel at 5:30pm with the option of a last hour birding at the 
mouth of the River Tsiknias. None of them wanted to join me so I went alone, they should have 
come………..!!! 
  
I love visiting the river last thing in the day there is always something to see and tonight was no 
exception. My friend Jeff was there and he pointed out a  Slender-billed Gull sitting on the sand-
spit. Wow! A nice start, then a summer plumaged Grey Plover turned up, then 5 Sandwich Terns 
landed and then a Ruddy Turnstone appeared. 
 



 
A Little Gull on the distant sand-bar at the mouth of Tsiknias River 

  
Many Common and Little Terns were also present and to top the lot a first year Little Gull 
dropped in, how fantastic was that? Four new birds for the trip list in about 10 minutes! I called it 
day after that and drove back to the hotel, delighted with the sightings, but a little disappointed 
that the group had missed such a nice selection of new birds! 
 
DAY 3 – MONDAY 30TH MAY 2022 
  
SCOPS COPSE – COAST ROAD TO ERESOS WITH STOPS NEAR MESOTOPOS AND 
PARAKILA MARSH – COAST ROAD TO SIGRI WITH MANY STOPS INCLUDING MELADIA 
FORD – SGIR FOR LUNCH – THEN BOTH FORDS AT FARENOMENI AND THE BEACH – 
LAST STOP AT ERESOS CROSSROADS NEAR ANDISSA 
 
WEATHER: overcast all day with some short sunny periods, very windy all day. Temp 15C 
 
We made a second attempt to see the Scops Owl on the edge of Kalloni Town and once again 
we dipped, we also tried the School House in Kerami and dipped again. A quick look at the 
Tsiknias river mouth produced nothing but a few Common and Little Terns, so all in all we 
should have stayed in bed! 
 
After breakfast we had a quick look at the pool outside the hotel. There we saw Marsh Harrier, 
Wood Sandpiper, Reed and Great Reed Warblers and we heard Cetti’s and Common 
Nightingale calling form the shrubs. We then set off for our epic journey to the furthest western 
point on the island at Sigri, but first we had to get there. We took the scenic coast road out of 
Skala Kalloni and made our first stop at the marsh area near Parakila where we saw a few 
Greater Flamingos, Common Shelduck, some Black-winged Stilts, Great Egret, Moorhen and a 
Little Egret. 



 
Black-eared Wheatear 

 
Our main stop was just west of the town of Mesotopos, we had panoramic views of the 
mountainside and the valley down to the coast, but it was quite windy there. It took a while 
before we found any birds at all, but eventually they came good for us. A Spotted Flycatcher was 
first on the list followed quickly by Red-backed Shrike, Black-headed Bunting and Blue Rock 
Thrush.  
 
We had distant views of a Chukar and of a Raven before we found one of our target species, the 
Cretzschmar’s Bunting. A pair of Black-eared Wheatears showed very well close by, they were 
nesting in a dry-stone wall, as soon as we realised this we moved away. 
 
Two more very short stops produced more of the same with the addition of Woodchat Shrike, 
and more Cretzschmar’s Buntings. Once we negotiated our way through Eresos we found 
ourselves on the much-improved coastal track to Sigri. We made many stops to look at birds 
along the way and we got out of the bus for longer periods at several places. Our first ramble 
produced European Bee-eaters, Spotted Flycatcher, Raven and a Western Rock Nuthatch. 



 
Cretzschmar's Bunting 

 
The track snaked its way up and over a high ridge and dropped us down into the Meladia Valley, 
that’s when things started to get very interesting, Cretzschmar’s Buntings and Black-eared 
Wheatears vied for the position of most common species and Corn Bunting came in third. Once 
we reached the bottom of the valley and the road flattened out, we stopped to view a low rock 
face. Almost immediately we found Rock Sparrows and Mike, looking in the opposite direction, 
found a nice male Orphean Warbler. During the next 15 minutes we added Red-backed Shrike, 
Common and Lesser Whitethroats, Woodlark, Common Buzzard, Alpine Swift and Cirl Bunting 
to the day list. 
 



 
Masked Shrike 

 
Moving on a little further into the valley we sighted a few more Whitethroats, both Common and 
Lesser, two more Orphean Warblers, several beautiful male Black-headed Buntings, Spotted 
Flycatcher and Common Kestrel. 
 
Whilst we were admiring a lovely male Cirl Bunting Mike called out a yellowish warbler in the 
bush behind the bunting. On scoping the warbler I declared we had found an Icterine Warbler, in 
the meantime another Lesser Whitethroat dropped into the bush with the bunting and a female 
Blackcap appeared across the track in another bush. A little further on we had incredible views 
of a Masked Shrike, what a stunning bird that one is, absolutely gorgeous. 
 

 
Citrine Wagtail 

 



We eventually arrived at the ford, where a lot of flood alleviation work has opened the area, you 
can see a good length of the stream either side of the track. This alleviation work has its 
advantages, the river is now viewable, we saw a lot of birds there. As soon as we got out of the 
bus a Little Bittern flew off, oops, we inadvertently flushed that one. Then we flushed 3 Ruddy 
Shelduck, a Purple Heron and a Little Egret or were they flushed by a Marsh Harrier that came 
quartering over the stream? 
 
A few waders also flew upstream, at least four Greenshanks were amongst them. We scoped 
Wood & Common Sandpipers, Little Stint and Temminck’s Stint and then Mike called a Citrine 
Wagtail, a hat-trick of good birds for him in the last hour. 
 
Our walk into the fig plantation produced a couple of Spotted Flycatchers and a dozen European 
Bee-eaters, it was too windy for most species, we heard Cetti’s and Eastern Olivaceous Warbler 
before we left. The tiny chapel just along the track was also windswept, we didn’t stay long 
finding more Spotted Flycatchers. 
 

 
Female Pied Flycatcher 

 
The last part of the track rises up past the ‘Little Owl’ farm, where indeed we found a Little Owl 
and then drops down into Sigri. Along this section we found an interesting looking wheatear 
which resembled a Finsch’s Wheatear with white all down the middle of its back, we wrote it off 
after more careful observation and the fact that it was pairing with a female Black-eared 
Wheatear. 



 
Small Skimmer, the only dragonfly recorded so far 

 
Our last stop before Sigri was the old Cheese making buildings (used to be called, mistakenly,  a 
sanatorium), the gardens have many shrubs and trees and is usually good for flycatchers and 
warblers. We saw a couple of Spotted Flycatchers and a few Warblers. The warblers were 
Lesser whitethroat and Sardinian. 
 
We ate a lovely lunch in Sigri by the side of the harbour which is being developed into a marina 
with a docking area for small cruise-liners, how nice! 
 
For the next two hours we visited both the upper and lower fords at Faneromeni. On the 
approach track we stopped to view a fig plantation and along a sheltered fence-line we found 
several Flycatchers, Spotted and Pied. With the Flycatchers was another superb male Masked 
Shrike. 



 



looking downstream from the Upper Ford at Farenomeni, 
this picture should bring back memories for a lot of you? 

 
At the upper ford we saw Little Bittern, over 40 Wood Sandpipers, Temminck’s Stint, Moorhen, 
Ruff, White Wagtail, Blue-headed Yellow Wagtail and a stunning male Citrine Wagtail. A walk 
along the track was abandoned because of the strong wind, we did see a couple of Blackcaps. 
 
The lower ford held more birds, we thought we found a Thrush Nightingale, a bird on the side of 
the stream with its tail cocked and a distinct streaked breast, I am awaiting other opinions of our 
poor record pictures before I claim it. We added Little Ringed Plover and Spanish Sparrow as 
well as seeing many more sandpipers. 
 
At the beach we scoped the bay and found a constant stream of Yelkouan Shearwaters flying in 
both directions and with them we could see the much larger Scopoli’s Shearwater, a few Yellow 
Wagtails were our last sighting of our visit. We set off for home at 5:15pm arriving around 
6:30pm, it had been another excellent long day in field with some brilliant birding. 
 
 DAY 4 – TUESDAY 1ST MAY 2022 
 
KALLONI SALT PANS – KALAMI COASTAL POOL AND BEACH – ACHLADERI BEACH 
POOL – KALLONI RAPTOR LOOKOUT – PETRA – PETRA RESERVOIR – SCOPS COPSE 
 
WEATHER; broken sunshine all day, moderate wind making it feel cold. Top temp 20C 
 
Our day started much better than yesterday’s!! We set off at 6:30am to the Kalloni Salt Pans to 
look for the Great Spotted Cuckoo amongst other things, however things did not pan out as 
planned. We stopped at the north east entrance track to view the channel and the first salt pan, 
we were hoping for a sighting of Marsh Sandpiper which so far has eluded us. 
  
Within minutes, Mike was up to his old tricks of finding good birds, he called out a Spur-winged 
Lapwing (Plover). How cool was that, today was already shaping up to be another great day on 
Lesvos. We watched White-winged Terns at close quarters and listed many other species 
around the first salt pan. Then we got a message that two Dalmatian Pelicans were showing 
from the east side of the pans about 3 kilometers away. The search for the Cuckoo went out of 
the window as we set off for the Pelicans, much more exciting to see, I think? 



 
A record shot of the Spur-winged Plover 

 
Sure enough, there was two Pelicans, very distant, but unmistakable, very nice thank you. We 
had nice views of about 20 Curlew Sandpipers in summer plumage and we saw Stone Curlew, 
Grey Plover, Squacco Heron and many other species. More Terns were flying close to us 
including our first Whiskered Terns of the trip, bringing our ‘tern’ total to six species so far. 
 
As we were close to the pool where the Spotted Crake was found we had a quick look for it and 
after a short while it came out to play. We also saw Red-throated Pipit, Temminck’s Stint, Blue-
headed and Black-headed Yellow Wagtails and a nice pair of Kentish Plovers. All this before 
breakfast, such fun! 



 
the Spotted Crake 

 
News of a Great Snipe sighting came through during breakfast and my crew wanted to go and 
look for it, so that is what we did. Quite a few other birders had the same idea and when we got 
there we had just missed the bird! We waited a round for an hour and it did come out to play so 
we decided to leave. A very cold wind was blowing in our backs, but we enjoyed some great 
birding whilst waiting for the Snipe, we saw lots of Wood Sandpipers and Little Stints, but also 
Ruff and Black-headed Yellow Wagtails. 
 



 
Temminck's Stint 

 
It became apparent that massive movement of hirundines was taking place above us, the sky 
was full of Barn Swallows, Red-rumped Swallows, House Martins and Common Swifts, there 
was thousands of them passing through. 
 



 
A twitch for the Great Snipe 

 
We decided to continue along the beach track towards Polichnitos and after just a short drive we 
stopped to look at a Tawny Pipit that we spotted from the bus, in the same field a flock of sheep 
had attracted a good number of Yellow Wagtails too. 
 



 
Tawny Pipit 

 
It was almost 12noon when got onto the road to Polichnitos which passes through many fields of 
mature olive trees. We pulled over to see if we could hear an Olive Tree Warbler and sure 
enough one was singing. We tracked it down to a small section of olive trees and waited for it to 
move, which it did and gave us flight views on a number of occasions. We had it in view, 
perched, for a very short time. 
 



 
Whiskered Tern taken by Sue Hayes at the Snipe Pool 

 
It was a nice end to the morning, we ate our picnic lunch around the bus enjoying the sunshine 
and the shelter from the cold wind. A couple of Olivaceous Warblers were also singing and the 
clouds of hirundines continues to pass over us. 
 
On our return to the coast track we stopped at the ‘Snipe’ pool once again and yes you guessed 
correctly, we had missed the bird once again. So, we decided to stick to it this time no matter 
what! However, our wait was not prolonged, we saw the bird very well, it came right out in the 
open to feed, what a fantastic species it is. In the meantime, a Whiskered Tern was quartering 
the pool giving incredibly close views. 



 
Great views of a Great Snipe 

 

 
  



The day sort of slid down hill in terms of quality birding as time went by. We drove from the snipe 
sighting to Kalloni Raptor watch-point and saw a few Black Storks, Common Buzzards, Ravens 
and a single Peregrine Falcon. Mike was at his best, instead of raptor watching he was calling 
out birds on the hillside behind us, it was non-stop. Subalpine Warbler singing, Sardinian 
Warbler, Stonechat, Black-eared Wheatear and Orphean Warbler. 
 

 
Eastern Dappled White taken by Sue Hayes 

 
We then drove to Petra and after a quick look for a Middle Spotted Woodpecker in a traditional 
site (without luck) we drove to the hillside called Kavaki. This was also a traditional site, but for 
Ruppell’s Warblers not woodpeckers. However, we had heard that none had been seen this 
year at Kavaki except for one solitary female. 



 
Eastern Subalpine Warbler taken by Sue Hayes 

 
Three of the group got the female bird within minutes, the others, including me missed it. We 
walked up and down the roadside pathway looking over the hillside for the next hour and still did 
not see one properly. A short visit to Petra Reservoir produced Greenshank, Temminck’s Stint, 
Common Sandpiper, hundreds of Yellow-legged Gulls and a few Ruddy Shelduck. 
 

 
some Little Stints, a couple of Wood Sandpipers and a  

Black-headed Yellow Wagtail taken this morning at the Snipe Pool 



We tried a couple of other places nearby to try to locate a Ruppell’s Warbler without any joy, we 
did see more Subalpine Warblers, Short-toed Eagle, a black and white (and black throated) 
 Black-eared Wheatear and a few other common species. 
 
Our third and final visit to the Scops Copse on the way home proved fruitless once again, I think 
I will give up on that site for this year. We got back to the hotel a little earlier than usual but it 
was most welcomed by me at least, I was done in!! 
 
DAY 5 – WEDNESDAY 2ND  MAY 2022 
  
KALLONI SALT PANS – LARDIA VALLEY – ERESOS CROSSROADS – IPSILOU 
MONASTERY – SIGRI FIELDS – FARANOMENI – MELADIA VALLEY 
 
WEATHER: dull and overcast for most of the day, light winds but felt cold. Top temp 15C 
 
We were up with the lark once again (I can’t seem to fatigue this group!) and off to the salt pans 
we went in search of the Great Spotted Cuckoo which appears for everyone else except us. We 
took the track to Tsiknias River and after crossing the ford we drove across to the salt pans. 
 
We parked by the smelly pumping station where the cuckoo has been roosting and began our 
search. We found Greenfinches, Goldfinches, Chaffinches and Spanish Sparrows. A large 
number of Barn Swallows had obviously roosted there and together with House Martins and few 
Red-rumped Swallows they lined the wires, there was no sight nor sound of the cuckoo. 
 
The eastern side of the salt pans has been producing some good birds lately so we tried our 
luck there. From the raised hide we saw a single Dalmatian Pelican, 7 Grey Plover, 22 Curlew 
Sandpipers, dozen of Little Stints, Ruffs and the usual high numbers of Black-winged Stilts, 
Avocets, Wood Sandpipers, Great Flamingos and terns. 
 
We got back for breakfast at 7:30 after passing the cuckoo site once more without stopping, we 
crossed the river Tsiknias at the ford where a little earlier two guys had seen a Great Bittern fly 
over, you can’t be everywhere at the right time? 
 
Following breakfast we set off for Ipsilou Monastery in the west of the island, we chose the 
central route through the island passing through Dafia and Filia, Skalochori, Vatousa and 
Andissa, we made a few stops along this route. 
 
At the Radio mast above Filia we turned onto a dirt track and parked the bus. Along the track 
side we saw many Tongue Orchids and the variety of wild flowers was stunning. Our target bird 
was heard almost immediately but it took us a while to track down the Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler, 
Eventually we got great views of it and we even located one from the bus on our return. 



 
two pictures of the Eastern Bonelli's Warbler taken in dull, overcast conditions 

 



Further along the track we searched for Middle Spotted Woodpecker without any joy, but we did 
see Masked Shrike, Cirl Bunting, our first Wren of the trip and we heard Turtle Doves. 
 
Between Skalochori and Andissa you pass through a steep side valley called Lardia and despite 
a lot of road works going on we stopped to watch some nice species. A Blue Rock Thrush was 
singing from a pinnacle of rock and performing its display flight, a Black-eared Wheatear was 
also singing and we found a Subalpine doing the same. We expected to see Crag Martins but 
none were on show, a Short-toed Eagle flew over us just before we left. 
 
Above Andissa you come to the 'Eresos crossroads' (which is soon to be a roundabout) and just 
after that a rocky area of scrub is home to a small population of Isabelline Wheatears, we 
stopped to look for them. In a small bush we found an Isabelline Wheatear with a Cretzschmar's 
Bunting and a Red-backed Shrike!! Wow!! 
 

 
Cretzschmar’s Bunting 

 
In this small area we could hear four different buntings singing, amazing, and I'm happy to say 
that this did not include Corn Bunting!! We heard and saw Black-headed, Cretzschmar’s, Cirl 
and Cinereous Buntings within a few meters of one another. In a tree on the farthest ridge, we 
scoped a male Golden Oriole, then two more appeared and then another. Two more Short-toed 
Eagles and a Long-legged Buzzard flew over just before we left, what an amazing 30 minutes 
we just had. 



 
Isabelline Wheatear 

 
At the base of the rocky pinnacle on which the Ipsilou Monastery stands we parked the bus and 
began walking up the slope, at the base of the slope we found our first Northern Wheatear with 
more Black-eared Wheatears and a couple more Cretzschmar’s Buntings. 
 
It was quite windy and it wasn’t until we reached some shelter that we found a few birds in the 
trees on the steep rocky slopes. We could hear a distant Hoopoe producing its monotonous four 
note call and we found some Spotted Flycatchers, Blackcaps and Mike found his very own 
Sombre Tit. We spent a long time trying to locate a singing Cinereous Bunting, most of the 
group wanted a better look after such a short glimpse last time. Mike located it and we all had 'in 
the scope' views, fantastic. We ate our picnic lunch high up on the slope before descending back 
to the main road. 



 
record shot of the Cinereous Bunting which was a long way off! 

 
A Barred Warbler had been sighted near Sigri so we decided to go and try to find it. At 
Faneromeni fields we found the site where the bird had been seen, we staked it out. We saw 
Woodchat Shrike, Cetti’s Warbler, Lesser Whitethroat, Black-headed Bunting and 6 more Short-
toed Eagles. The air was full of hirundines, hundreds of them and at least 50 Bee-eaters, it was 
really quite noisy. 
 
Just as we decided to leave and began walking away from the site, the Barred Warbler made its 
buzzing alarm call, we quickly turned around and there was the bird, it was as if it called us back 
to show itself off? It was a stunning male, we waited around for another 30 minutes getting 
better views and as time went on, it showed a little better, but it never sat out in the open. 
 
Back on the road we set off for Eresos along the bumpy coastal track from Sigri but no before 
we had had a coffee break in the centre of Sigri. We made only one stop in the Meladia Valley at 
the fig plantation near the ford. We were hoping for a siting of Roller as some had been seen 
earlier at this site. 
 
Our short walk was curtailed by a rain shower, it wasn’t heavy, but it was enough to annoy us 
and get us wet. We found our first Lesser Grey Shrike along with Red-backed and Woodchat 
Shrike. Once again the air was alive with the sound of Bee-eaters, we also saw a few Turtle 
Doves, Spotted Flycatchers, Short-toed Eagle, Marsh Harrier a Common Kestrel and our first 
Tree Pipit of the trip. 



 
a poor record shot of the Lesser Grey Shrike, taken in the Meladia Valley during a rain shower 

 
Time ran out, it was now 5pm and we had a long way to go, so we set off along the bumpy track 
to Eresos, we stopped to watch our first Common Cuckoo and we saw many more buntings 
along the way. A Little Owl was the only other notable sighting as we made our way eastward to 
Skal Kalloni, we arrived at 6:10pm. 
 
Our birding wasn’t over yet because after dinner a few of us went out to look for owls. In the 
village we saw at least three Scops Owls under torch-light, but we dipped on Long-eared and 
Barn Owls. It rained the whole time we were out so that didn’t help us. 
 
DAY 6 – THURSDAY 3RD MAY 2022 
 
KALLONI SALT PANS – NAPI VALLEY – MADAROS – RIVER TSIKNIAS – KALLONI SALT 
PANS – METOCHI 
 
WEATHER: dull and overcast, rain for most of the morning, brighter later. Top temp 18C 
 
We had a mixed bag of success today with some good results earlier and some dips later in the 
day.  Our pre-breakfast soiree was to the Potamia Valley and specifically to the old Potamia 
Reservoir. We knew that a small roost of Black-crowned Night Herons was there and so we set 
off to find them. Only two of my group made it for this pre-breakfast meet!! So Paul, John and 
myself drove the short distance to the reservoir and quickly found the Night Herons, a bonus bird 
was a female Little Crake, we also saw Ruddy Shelduck, Little Grebe, Moorhen, Mallard (in 
flight) and a Grey Heron. 



 
The River Potamia and surrounding habitat where we looked for the Woodpecker 

 
A little further up the valley we tried to locate a Crag Martin and a Middle Spotted Woodpecker 
without success but we did see Cirl Bunting, Jay, Black-headed Bunting and Raven. 
 
After breakfast we set off to the Salt Pans, we drove across the ford at the River Tsiknias noting 
Common & Wood Sandpipers in the water, Bee-eaters on the wires and Olivaceous, Cetti’s, 
Reed & Great Reed all singing and plenty of Black-headed Buntings on the bushes. A Whinchat 
on the fence line was joined by Crested Larks and more European Bee-eaters. 
 
We parked near the smelly pumping station and for the third time we began our search for the 
Great Spotted Cuckoo which has shown every day since we had arrived, but not to us. We 
relocated the Spur-winged Plover, which was much closer than before, and we saw all the usual 
species at the pans. 



 
Spur-winged Plover below the bank of flowers 

 
Then we struck lucky as the Cuckoo appeared, it landed in a broom bush not too far away and 
sat still for a while. A Corn Bunting approached, we thought to mob the cuckoo, but the juvenile 
Cuckoo thought the bunting was going to feed it and began begging for food. The cuckoo 
actually chased the bunting around in the bush to try to get fed!! The two birds disappeared 
beyond the grassy bank and never returned. Well, we were made up after that, at last our target 
bird was in the bag, whoopee!! 
 

 
the Great Spotted Cuckoo 



 
interaction of the Cuckoo and the Corn Bunting, the Bunting is mobbing the cuckoo and the 

cuckoo is begging for food 

 
you can see the rusty coloured primaries in the wing of the juvenile cuckoo in this shot 

 
Our next target was the Middle Spotted Woodpecker we hoped to find one in the Napi Valley so 
off we went. The rain got heavier as we drove through Agias Pareskevi and into the Napi Valley. 
We turned onto a track just short of the village of Napi and parked the bus. We stayed inside the 
bus until the rain eased and then stopped. 



 
Another shot of the stunning Masked Shrike 

 
The track was full of birds we had an amazing time finding many species and enjoying some 
great spectacles. The Masked Shrike in my opinion is the most striking of all shrikes and 
photographs cannot do it justice, it is stunning. We found Red-backed and Woodchat Shrikes 
too as well as Black-headed and Cirl Buntings, Blue and Great Tits, Jays and Ravens. 
  
After about a kilometer we stopped in an open area where we could scan a huge, wooded 
hillside where a standing dead tree had several woodpecker holes in it. We staked out the dead 
tree which was about half a kilometer away and sure enough a Middle Spotted Woodpecker 
appeared. It went inside one of the holes and disappeared. Then a Persian Squirrel jumped onto 
the tree and woodpecker poked it’s head out of the hole for a while. We all got to see this very 
distant woodpecker but of course most the group were not happy with the distance of the 
sighting. 
 
In the meantime, we watched Golden Orioles and we heard Turtle Doves, a distant Hoopoe and 
we saw a bunch of 7 Ravens. On the way back we saw a Middle Spotted Woodpecker fly across 
the track ahead of us, we had a Turtle Dove in the scope and we enjoyed the shrikes once 
again. 
 
We then drove through the village of Napi and entered, in my opinion, the real Napi Valley. It 
stretched out in front of us, we had terrific panoramic views of a vast area of woodland and 
pastures. 
 
A few Red-backed Shrikes were seen, and a Lesser Grey Shrike was an unexpected bonus. It 
took us a while, but we found our target bird, the Sombre Tit. A pair of them was collecting food 
and spent time along the roadside fence and nearby trees. With the target bird in the bag we 



retired for lunch which was taken in the village of Agias Paraskevi a few kilometers back down 
the valley. 
 
Our next destination is called Madaros (in the past we called it the “dead goat pit” track) but we 
took a detour to get there. The detour involved driving back through the salt pans to the River 
Tsiknias to look for a Roller which had been reported this morning. We stopped along the west 
track of the salt pans to watch a huge flock of terns, there was hundreds of them. Two to three 
hundred Whiskered Terns were joined by about twenty-thirty White-winged Terns, they formed a 
huge mass and performed a murmuration like starlings do, they flew high and came back down 
to water level, then high again. Undecided about whether to leave or not they eventually flew 
down to water level and spread out. 
 

 
some of the terns over the salt pans, taken by Sue Hayes 

 
We left the terns and drove along the track to the River Tsiknias and followed a track upriver 
back to the main road, we never saw a Roller so we drove to Madaros which was just north of 
where we were. 
 
A search for a Rufous Bush Robin went unrewarded but many birds were singing and flitting 
about in the bushes, mainly Shrikes again but also Subalpine and Orphean Warblers, Cirl and 
Black-headed Buntings and lots of finches. 



 
Short-toed Eagle taken by Sue Hayes 

 
The clouds cleared and the sun came out so we spent about an hour watching a small passage 
of raptors above the nearest ridge, the birds were using the thermals to gain height before 
drifting north. We saw several Black Storks, at least 6 Short-toed Eagles, Common Kestrel, 
Long-legged and a single Honey Buzzard before we left. 



 
Little Stint taken at the River Tsiknias 

 
It also got quite windy too, our last port of call was a track near Metochi Lake where a Wryneck 
had been seen earlier, but it was a site where the wind was quite bad and left us with little hope 
of seeing much at all. We gave up at 5:30pm and drove the short distance back to the hotel for 
an early shower. 
 
DAY 7 – FRIDAY 4TH MAY 2022 
 
TSIKNIAS RIVER EAST BANK AND SHORE – MELADIA VALLEY & FORD & CHAPEL – 
KALLONI SALT PANS WEST AND EAST TRACKS 
 
WEATHER: at last a nice day with full on sunshine, however a strong, gusty wind followed us all 
day. Top temp 18C 
 
Our search for the Rufous Bush Robin continued today with a walk along the shore near the 
east bank of the Tsiknias River. This species should be arriving daily by now and the males set 
out their stall in traditional breeding sites, we hoped to find one of those this morning. 
 
We parked near the east bank of the river and walked down to the river mouth where a small 
flock of Greater Flamingos were feeding and were joined by Common Shelduck, Avocet, Grey 
Plover, Little Stints and a Little Egret. On the sand-bar we saw lots of Common & Little Terns 
and the ever present Yellow-legged Gull. 
 



 
Tsiknias River-mouth 

 
 
Our walk, in windy conditions, proved fruitless but it was a beautiful morning and it was really 
lovely out there. We saw my good friends the Crested Lark and the Corn Bunting, as well as 
Olivaceous Warblers, Black-headed Bunting, Yellow Wagtail and Spanish Sparrows. 
 



 
looking into the Gulf of Kalloni from the east side of the Tsiknias River 

 
After reports of lots of species being seen in the Meladia Valley yesterday my group decided that 
is where we should go today and so after breakfast off we went. Our drive along the beautiful 
coast road from Kalloni to Eresos was completed with just one stop, we were on a mission! We 
pulled over above a river a few kilometers past Agra and saw Spotted Flycatchers, Turtle Dove, 
Black-eared Wheatear and we heard a couple of Common Nightingales. 
 
Once we got onto the dirt track to Sigri at Eresos we slowed down and began birding. There did 
appear to be a lot more birds around especially Shrikes and Flycatchers. It was lovely to see so 
many Spotted Flycatchers as they are in a steep decline back home in the UK. 
 
By the time we reached sea-level near the Meladia Ford we had seen dozens of Red-backed 
and Woodchat Shrikes, Spotted Flycatchers and a few of the local Buntings. We parked the bus 
and watched a Western Rock Nuthatch nest site for a while, the adult birds were feeding young 
going back and forth to the mud nest attached to the rock face. A Woodlark was singing from a 
telegraph wire and we had a couple of Falcons fly over. 



 
the mud nest of the Rock Nuthatch attached to the rock face 



 
 
Falcon number one was a female Red-footed Falcon and Falcon number two drifted over five 
minutes later was a pale morph Eleanora’s Falcon, wow, how good was that? We saw a Short-
toed Eagle and a Long-legged Buzzard not long after that. 
 
We took a walk towards the ford checking the scrub area to our right and although we had gusty 
wind there were times when the wind dropped completely, so it was quite pleasant at times. We 
soon picked a number of species, Orphean Warblers seemed to be flitting around in good 
numbers, we saw three Icterine Warblers, Common and Lesser Whitethroats, Blackcaps and 
Mike Hails, lagging behind us, photographed a beautiful Wood Warbler. 



 
Mike's Wood Warbler picture 

 
By the time we reached the ford we had seen a good number of warblers including four Icterine 
Warblers (I rarely seen more than one or two on this trip, it has been a good year for them). We 
also added two more shrikes to our list as both Lesser Grey and Masked Shrikes appeared. 
Black-headed Buntings were quite numerous too, but I think Spotted Flycatcher had to be the 
most common species. 
 

 
Lesser Grey Shrike 

 



At the ford we flushed a Little Bittern and watched more flycatchers, this time we saw a single 
female Pied Flycatcher and a few birds were coming to drink, Linnets, Greenfinch and 
Cretzschmar’s Buntings. Whilst we ate our picnic lunch we saw a Peregrine Falcon drift over, a 
Common Buzzard hung on the wind above the nearest ridge and another Short-toed Eagle 
‘hovered’ nearby. 
 
European Bee-eaters were in good numbers too and hirundines (Swallows and Martins) flew 
around in clouds at times. We moved onto the chapel area after searching the nearby scrub for 
Rufous Bush Robin without luck. Our best birding of the day was we spent the next hour at the 
little Chapel about 1 kilometer past the ford. We had seen a very distant Montagu’s Harrier flying 
around  beyond the chapel area so we thought that getting a little closer was a good idea! 
 

 
Tree Pipit 

 
As we arrived a guy called us over and pointed out a European Roller sitting on a rock!!! Wow, 
fantastic one of our most wanted species in the bag. It was distant but the beautiful blue colour 
was amazing. We then concentrated our efforts to birds a little closer, we found a Common 
Redstart in the trees around the chapel, it flew out onto some rocks, about four Spotted 
Flycatchers were noted with Spanish Sparrows, Tree Pipit, Lesser Whitethroat and Icterine 
Warbler also seen in the scrub around the back of the chapel. 



 
Female Common Redstart 

 
The Montagu’s Harrier reappeared; it was a female (ringtail) most probably a 2cy bird not a full 
grown adult. Mike picked out a distant male Common Redstart and we saw a lot more Red-
backed Shrikes in this area. At this point we decided to turn around and go back to Kalloni via 
Eresos instead of driving to Sigi, we knew by doing this we would miss the opportunity of seeing 
Lesser Kestrel, but the group thought that more new birds were possible around the Salt Pans. 
 
We stopped in Eresos for a coffee break before driving directly back to the Salt Pans at Kalloni. 
Most of the wading birds had departed and so had the huge number of terns seen there 
yesterday, we did see White-winged (8), Whiskered (1), Common and Little Terns as well as 
small numbers of Wood Sandpipers, Ruff, Little Stint, Avocets and Black-winged Stilts. 
 
In the fields between the salt pans and the shoreline of the Gulf of Kalloni we saw a single sub-
adult male Red-footed Falcon sitting on the ground (it did fly around later) and nearby we found 
two Collared Pratincoles doing the same.  



 
record shot of a distant Collared Pratincole 

 
We searched the salt pans for a Eurasian Spoonbill that had been reported and whilst we were 
doing so a Dalmatian Pelican flew over us. A very close Short-toed Eagle did the same giving 
the photographers some great photographic opportunities. 
 
Finally we spent some time in the raised hide on the east track of the salt pans scanning once 
more for the Spoonbill without luck. It was now approaching 5:30pm so we called it a day. As 
this was our last night, we decided to eat dinner in the main square of the village. 
 
We had a lovely meal, sitting outside in a covered area near the beach! A good banter had us all 
laughing before we each gave our bird of the trip, as usual many birds stuck out in our minds but 
it was the ‘experiences’ that have lasting memories and we went through a few of those before 
strolling sedately back to the hotel. 
 
DAY 8 – SATURDAY 5TH MAY 2022 
 
KALLONI SALT PANS EAST TRACK – MESA – ACHLADERI PINE WOODS – LOUTRA – 
HARMIDA HEATHLAND – MYTILINE AIRPORT 
 
WEATHER: bright sunshine all day, light winds. Top temp 20C 
 
Our final day had arrived and, oh so quickly, where did the time go? Our last early morning 
excursion was to the salt pans because we were hoping to see a Spoonbill or perhaps a Marsh 
Sandpiper. We saw neither! But our walk along the east track was lovely, the morning was 
gorgeous, bright sunshine, no wind and perfect light for birding. 
 



 
Looking across the ‘feeder’ channel to the salt pans from the east track 

 
As we walked along the track a Spur-winged Lapwing flew up from the bank of the ‘feeder’ 
channel, we also saw Great Egret, Greater Flamingo, Common Shelduck, Black-winged Stilt, 
Wood Sandpiper, Little Stint, Kentish Plover and Little Egret all feeding in the same channel! 
 
We scoped the distant salt pans and found a group of 5 Dalmatian Pelicans, a few Common 
Terns, a single Sandwich Tern and lots of Little Terns. A Grey Plover was also noted in a 
different area of the pans. In the grassy scrub to our left we found another target bird that had 
eluded us so far, a Zitting Cisticola, it performed well as it sat in the grass still zitting away. 
 



 
I have seen more Dalmatian Pelicans on Lesvos during this trip than ever before 

 
We took a leisurely breakfast, then we checked-out, packed the bus with our luggage and said 
goodbye to the hotel staff. Our route was to be along the shore of the Gulf of Kalloni to Achladeri 
to try to find a Short-toed Treecreeper which was another bird missing from our list. 
 
A quick stop at Mesa where we scanned the beach pools and part of the bay, finding our first 
Great Crested grebe of the trip and seeing some Ruff, Curlew Sandpiper, Wood Sandpiper and 
more Black-winged Stilts. 
 
In the pine woods at Achladeri we struck out with the Treecreeper, god knows where they have 
gone? We did see lots of Chaffinches, also Blue and Great Tit, Goldfinches, Greenfinches and 
not much else. From Achladeri we drove to Loutra which was on south side of the Gulf of Gera, 
it is a site which has been recently colonised by a small group of Laughing Doves. We spent a 
while walking around the town centre where we saw lots of Collared Doves but not the Laughing 
Dove. It was a group of elderly guys sitting at a roadside café that pointed out the Dove. 
Amazingly we had walked right past it, a single bird was sitting on a nest just above a shop 
entrance but hidden by the canopy. It was a Lesvos ‘lifer’ for all of us! 
 
Our last target bird of the trip was the Ruppell’s Warbler. We had searched for this species at 
the usual breeding site at Kavaki, near Petra on the north coast, without success. But there is 
also a small colony on the south coast near the beach resort of Haramida. We walked along the 
main road and found Cretzschmar’s Bunting, Black-eared Wheatear, Long-legged Buzzard and 
eventually the Ruppell’s Warbler put on a show. What a stunning little bird, we found a male that 
sang in between bouts of foraging for food to take back to its chicks in a nest somewhere close 
by. 



 
our final target bird in the bag, the stunning Ruppell's Warbler. 

 



 
We stayed watching the warbler for a short while and left it in peace after just a few minutes. 
Well, job done, we had no other target birds to find just time enough for a lovely lunch at a beach 
taverna. We then arrived at the airport around 2:45 in readiness to check-in for our 16:40 flight to 
Thessaloniki. 
 
We had seen or heard 157 species, this total is a little lower than the average count. I can’t 
believe that we never actually saw a Hoopoe after hearing several distant ones calling!! All in all 
we had a good trip not a great one as far as the birding was concerned, I think the windy 
conditions on most days spoilt it somewhat. My group was fantastic, we had plenty of laughs (at 
my expense) and enjoyed each other’s company very much. 
 
  

SPECIES RECORDED ON LESVOS 28TH APRIL – 5TH MAY 2022 

 

 

 

SPECIES 
Scientific Name 

DATE   SEEN 

 

27   28   29    30     1      2      3      4      5 

1  Chukar Alectoris chukar    X      

2  Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna  X X X X X X X  

3  Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea  X X X X X X X X 

4  Mallard Anas platyrynchos   X    X X X 

5  Scopoli’s Shearwater Calonectris d. diomedea    X      

6  Yelkouan Shearwater Puffinus yelkouan    X      

7  Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis  X X    X   

8  Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus         X 

9  Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus ruber  X X X X X X X X 

10  White Stork  Ciconia ciconia   X X X    X 

11  Black Stork  Ciconia nigra  X X  X X X X  

12  Little Bittern  Ixobrychus minutus   X X    X  

13  Black-crowned Night-Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax       X   

14  Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides   X X X X X X  

15  Little Egret  Egretta garzetta  X X X X X X X X 

16  Great Egret  Egretta alba  X X X X X X  X 

17  Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea  X X X X  X X  

18  Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea  X  X      

19  Dalmatian Pelican Pelicanus crispus  X   X X  X X 

20  Great Cormorant   Phalacrocorax carbo   X X X X   X 

21  European Shag Phalacrocorax a, desmarestii  X    X    

22  Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus   X X X X X X  

23  Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus   X X  X X   

24  Montagu's Harrier  Circus pygargus        X  

25  Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus  X X  X X X X  

26  Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo    X  X X X  

27  European Honey Buzzard   Pernis apivorus       X   

28  Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus    X X X X   

29  Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus        X  

30  Eurasian Hobby  Falco subuteo    X      

31  Eleonora’s Falcon Falco eleonorae        X  



32  Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus     X   X  

33  Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus  H        

34  Spotted Crake Porzana porzna   X  X     

35  Little Crake Porzna parva   X    X   

36  Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus   X X X X X X  

37  Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra  X X       

38  Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta                X X  X X X X X 

39  Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus  X X X X X X X X 

40  Stone Curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus  X   X   X  

41  Collared Pratincole  Glareola pratincola                    X     X  

42  Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius  X X X      

43  Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula   X       

44  Kentish Plover  Charadrius alexandrinus   X  X  X   

45  Grey or Black-bellied Plover  Pluvialis squatarola   X  X X  X X 

46  Spur-winged Plover Vinelus spinosus     X  X  X 

47  Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres   X     X X 

48  Dunlin  Calidris alpina   X       

49  Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea   X  X X    

50  Temminck’s Stint Calidris temminckii   X X X X X  X 

51  Little Stint  Calidris minuta  X X X X X X X X 

52  Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola  X X X X X X X X 

53  Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus  X        

54  Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos  X X X X X X X  

55  Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia  X X X X   X  

56  Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa  X X       

57  Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata   X       

58  Great Snipe Gallinago media     X     

59  Common Snipe   Gallinago gallinago   X       

60  Ruff  Philomachus pugnax  X X X X X X X X 

61  Slender-billed Gull Larus genei   X       

62  Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis   X X X X X X X X 

63  Little Gull Larus minutus   X       

64  Little Tern  Sterna albifrons  X X X X X X X X 

65  Sandwich Tern  Sterna sandvicensis   X       

66  Gull-billed Tern Sterna nilotica   X       

67  Common Tern  Sterna hirundo   X X X X X X X 

68  White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucoptera  X X  X X X X  

69  Whiskered Tern  Chlidonias hybridus     X  X X X 

70  Rock Dove /Feral Pigeon Columba livia feral  X X X X X X X X 

71  Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto  X X X X X X X X 

72  European Turtle Dove Streptopeliia turtur  X X X X X X X  

73  Laughing Dove Sreptopleia senegalensis         X 

74  Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus      X    

75  Great-spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandularis       X   

76  Little Owl  Athene noctua    X  X  X  

77  Eurasian Scops Owl  Otus scops  X    X    

78  Common Swift  Apus apus  X X X X X X X X 

79  Pallid Swift  Apus pallidus                           X      

80  Alpine Swift Apus melba  X  X   X X  

81  Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops   H   H H   



82  European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster  X X X X X X X X 

83  European Roller Coracias garrulus        X  

84  Middle-spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus medius        X   

85  Crested Lark  Galerida cristata  X X X X X X X X 

86  Wood Lark  Lullula arborea    X    X  

87  Greater Short-toed Lark  Calandrella brachydactyla   X       

88  Sand Martin  Riparia riparia       X X X 

89  Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris   X       

90  Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica  X X X X X X X X 

91  Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica  X X X X X X X X 

92  House Martin  Delichon urbicum  X X X X X X X X 

93  Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris     X     

94  Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis                         X  X  

95  Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus   X  X     

96  White Wagtail Motacilla alba   X X  X X  X 

 Western Yellow Wagtails Motacilla flava   

 Blue-headed Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava flava   X X   X  

97  Black-headed Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava feldegg X X X X   X X 

98  Citrine Wagtail   Motacilla citreola    X      

99  Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos  H X X X X X H H 

100  Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus        X  

101  Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe      X X   

102  Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina    X  X  X  

103  Eastern Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe h  melanoleuca  X X X X X X X X 

104  Whinchat Saxicola rubetra   X X   X   

105  European Stonechat   Saxicola torquata  X X X X X X X X 

106  Eurasian Blackbird  Turdus merula  X X X X X X X  

107  Blue Rock Thrush Monticola salitarius  X  X  X    

108  Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla    X  X  X  

109  Barred Warbler Curruca nisoria      X    

110  Common Whitethroat Curruca communis   X X    X  

111  Lesser Whitethroat Curruca curruca    X  X  X  

112  Eastern Orphean Warbler Curruca crassirostris    X X  X X  

113  Sardinian Warbler  Curruca melanocephala                  X  X X     

114  Ruppell’s Warbler Curruca rueppelli         X 

115  Eastern Subalpine Warbler  Curruca cantillans    X X X X X  

116  Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus   H       

117  Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis   H      X 

118  Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti  H X X H X H H  

119  Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaecus  X X X X X H H H 

120  Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus   X X H  H H  

121  Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina    X    X  

122  Olive-tree Warbler Hippolais olivetorum     X     

123  Eastern Olivaceous Warbler Hippolais pallida  X X X H H X X X 

124  Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix  X      X  

125  Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler Phylloscopus orientalis      X    

126  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes      X    

127  Spotted Flycatcher Ficedula striata    X  X X X  

128  Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca    X    X  

129  Great Tit   Parus major  X X X X X X X X 



130  Eurasian Blue Tit  Parus caeruleus  X X X X X X X  

131  Sombre Tit Parus lugubris      X X   

132  Kruper’s Nuthatch Sitta kruepei   X       

133  Western Rock Nuthatch Sitta neumayer   X X    X  

134  Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea   X X      

135  Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla   X       

136  Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor      X X X  

137  Red-backed Shrike Lanius  collurio    X X X X X  

138  Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator   X X X X X X X 

139  Masked Shrike Lanius nubicus    X X X X X  

140  Eurasian Jay Garrulus grandarius   X X X X X X X  

141  Eurasian Jackdaw  Corvus monedula    X  X    

142  Hooded Crow Corvus cornix  X X X X X X X X 

143  Common or Northern Raven  Corvus corax  X X X X X X X  

144  Golden Oriole Oriolis oriolis  H   X X X   

145  House Sparrow  Passer domesticus  X X X X X X X X 

146  Spanish Sparrow  Passer hispaniolensis   X X  X X X X 

147  Rock Sparrow Petronia petronia    X  X    

148  Common Chaffinch Fringella coelebs  X X X X X X X X 

149  Eurasian Linnet  Carduelis cannabina    X X X  X  

150  European Goldfinch   Carduelis carduelis  X X X X X X X X 

151  European Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris  X X X X X X X X 

152  European Serin  Serinus serinus   X       

153  Cretzschmar’s Bunting Emberiza caesia  X  X  X  X X 

154  Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus    X  X X   

155  Cinereous Bunting Emberiza cineracea      X    

156  Black-headed Bunting Emberiza melanocephala   X X  X X X X 

157  Corn Bunting  Miliaria calandra  X X X X X X X  

158             

159             

160             

 

 

Sightings of Common: 
MAMMALS/AMPHIBIANS/REPTILES/ 

BUTTERFLIES/DRAGONFLIES/INSECT SPECIES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

27   28    29    30    1      2       3     4     5 

 Persian Squirrel Sciurus anomalus   X   X X   

            

 Marsh Frog Pelophylax ridibundus   X    H   

 Tree Frog Hula arborea     H   H  

 Balkan Green Lizard Laccerta trilineata  X        

 Glass Lizard Pseudopus apodus        X  

 Stripe-necked Terrapin Sciurus anomalus  X        

 European Pond Terrapin Emys orbicularis   X    X   

 Starred Agama     X      

            

 Eastern Festoon Zerynthia cerisyi  X        

 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilis  X        

 Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus  X        



 Iolas Blue   X        

 Orange-tip   X X       

 Large Wall Brown   X        

 
 

 

 
 


