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Trip Report 

 

 

Day 1.Thursday 1
st
 May 

 

The group arrived safe and well at Mytilini airport mid-afternoon after a short delay and soon we 

were on the road winding our way through the busy Mytilini town centre. One of our first birds was 

Red-rumped Swallow seen from the airport car park and next came Yellow-legged Gull and 

Hooded Crow. During the journey to Skala Kalloni we added several more species including 

White Stork, Greater flamingo and Little Egret. 

 

Tsiknias River  

 

We arrived at the hotel in Skala Kallonis about 5pm and we wasted no time after checking in and 

dropping off our luggage, within 15 minutes our scopes were unpacked and we were on our way to 

the mouth of the Tsiknias river. On the sand bar at the river mouth were many terns three of which 

were Gull-billed, the rest were either Common or Little Tern. Several Bee-eaters hawked the fields 

beyond the opposite river bank and an Olivaceous Warbler sang it heart out behind us, showing 

very well. We drove up river to the ford crossing and discovered a fabulous Citrine Wagtail, it was 

a male in full breeding plumage, a couple of Whiskered Terns worked the river above and below 

the ford. The sweet song of the Nightingale could be heard from many positions along the river 

bank, from the top of many bushes there were either Corn or Black headed Buntings. Feeding in the 

stony river bed were Little Ringed Plover and Wood Sandpiper, not a bad start for our first hour! 

 

Salt Pans 

 

 

We next drove to the western entrance to the Kalloni Salt Pans where we first visited a roadside 

seasonal pool before searching the salt-pans proper. Feeding in the roadside pool were a couple of 

Spotted Redshank in their brilliant black garb, several Ruff,  two Temminck’s Stints, six Black-

winged Stilt and nine Wood Sandpipers, all in the space of 20 meters by 20 meters, incredible close 

views were had of those birds and where else in Europe could you get such a variety of waders 

together. 

 



A sub-adult Red-legged Buzzard was found perched and seen later in flight over the hills in the 

distance and as we crossed the road and entered the salt-pans we noted Kentish Plover, Pied Avocet 

(174), Greater Flamingo (450), Little Egret (9) and Black Stork (2) were flyovers. 

 

We continued along the metalled road that led us to the back of the salt-pans where a seasonal pool 

was just about drying up along the edge of a large open field which had very short grass due to 

grazing. What little water was left in the pool attracted a few Red-throated Pipits and further in the 

field there were a few Greater Short-toed Larks, Ruddy Shelduck (13) and  Collared Pratincole (4). 

 

 

 

East Salt pans 

 

Our last stop was at the East side of the Salt Pans, we looked over the large lgoons from the raised 

hide at the side of the road. We noted a distant Stone Curlew perched on the embankment whilst  

22 little Egrets and 10 Greenshanks fed near the sluice gate just in front of the hide. We also 

watched a beautiful Black Headed Wagtail near the car park just before we set off for the hotel after 

a great days birding. 

 

 

 

 

During the next few weeks we made some fantastic discoveries and had many wonderful 

experiences as we explored this fascinating island. Listed below are brief notes of the places we 

visited and the main bird species that we saw in every location. 

 

 

Day 2. Friday 2
nd
 May 

 

 

Metochi lake early am. 

 

Purple Heron, Squacco Heron, Little Bittern, Little Crake, Baillon’s Crake, Great Reed, Sedge, 

Reed, Cetti’s and Warblers all seen and heard., An Orphean Warbler sang from an olive tree in a 

meadow but we could not find it, as was a River Warbler which we also heard, the rhythmic,  

buzzing pulses came from dense sedge cover but the bird failed to show. 

 

Eastern Saltpans 

 

Stone Curlew, Curlew Sandpiper, Black Stork, Kentish Plover,  

 

Track near Derbyshire 

 

Red-backed Shrike, Stonechat, Long-legged Buzzard, Ruddy Shelduck 

 

Achalderi pine woods 



 

Kruper’s Nuthatch at nest site, Masked Shrike,  

 

Salt Pans 

 

Spur-winged Plover, Red-footed falcon, 50+ Little Stint, Ruff, Curlew Sandpiper, Bee-eater 

 

 

 

Napi Valley 

 

Rock Nuthatch (family party), Cretzchmar’s Bunting, Hoopoe, Black-eared Wheatear, Turtle Dove 

Middle spotted Woodpecker, Thrush Nightingale singing from a very small bush which we 

surrounded, the bird continued to sing but still we could not it! Good views of a Short-toed Eagle. 

 

Platania 

 

A great find – an island tick for me and a very good Lesvos bird for the rest of the group Bonelli’s 

Eagle the Eagle was mobbed by the samller Long-legged Buzzard. Also along the track to the 

Olive-tree Warbler site we found Cirl Bunting, Woodchat Shrike, Orphean Warbler singing in full 

view and Common Kestrel. Several Olive Tree Warblers were now on site and we all saw at least 

one very well. Other birds in the vicinity were Masked Shrike, Golden Oriole, Sombre Tit (family 

party). A Little Owl posed well from a derelict building but soon flew off when we tried to 

photograph it. 

 

 

Day 3. Saturday 3
rd
 May 

 

Upper Tsiknias River – the Dead Goat pit track. 

 

Cirl Bunting, Red-backed Shrike, Black-eared Wheatear, Black-headed Bunting 

 

Salt Pans 

 

Common Whitethroat, Greater Short-toed Lark, the usual birds of the pans, Little Owl, White Stork 

(2), Black Stork 

 

After breakfast:- 

 

Petra Road Bandstand – raptor watch-point 

 

Goshawk, Long-legged Buzzard, Red-footed Falcon, Kestrel, Cretzchmar’s Bunting, Rick Nuthatch 

 

Petra 

 

Middle Spotted Woodpecker at the nest, Red-rumped Swallow 



 

Petra cliffs 

 

Ruppell’s Warbler, Blue Rock Thrush, Orphean Warbler, 50 Bee-eaters over 

 

 

 

 

Eftalou 

 

Large flock of falcons feeding on the wing included - 24 Red-footed Falcons, 1 Eleanora’s Falcon, 

1 Hobby, more Bee-eaters (22) flew by followed by large numbers of Red-rumped Swallows and 

Common Swifts. Good close views were had of Masked Shrike during our picnic lunch. 

 

Skala Sykaminias, 

 

Ice-cream 

 

Heathland near Stephanos Agios, 

 

Black-eared Wheatear 

 

Napi Valley 

 

Oprhean Warbler, Hoopoe, Raven (3), Long-legged Buzzard (4), a brief and tantalizing view was 

had of an Eagle species, which was most probably a juvenile Imperial Eagle as that species had 

been recorded by several other observers throughout the week. Several good views of Golden 

Oriole was also enjoyed. 

 

Salt Pans 

 

Good numbers of Ruff, Little Stints, White-winged Terns (67), Whiskered Tern (20), Spotted 

Redshank (3), Temmick’s Stint (2). 

 

Tsiknias river ford 

 

Citrine Wagtail wonderful summer plumaged male, Bee-eater (11), Temminck’s Stint 

 

 

Day 4. Sunday 4
th
 May 

 

Early breakfast followed by a long drive to Meladia Valley 

 

First stop overlooking small copse gave us Common Cuckoo, Lesser Whitethroat and several 

Spotted Flycatchers. We also recorded a small flock of Linnets and lots of  Cretzchmar’s Buntings 

along the track to the ford. 



 

Meladia Ford 

 

 Black Headed Bunting, passing flocks of Pallid Swift. Golden Oriole in the fig plantation, Red-

backed, Woodchat and Lesser-grey Shrike, lots of Spotted Flycatcher and one single  Pied 

Flycatcher 

 

Sigri – chapel 

 

Rufous Bush Robin, Lesser Grey Shrike, Woodchat Shrike, lots of Black-headed Buntings, 

Whinchat 

 

Sigri Fields – Faneromeni Ford 

 

Jackdaw, Collared Pratincole, Ruddy Shelduck, Bee-eaters, Little Bittern, Blackcap and a charming 

Red-breasted Flycatcher feeding beneath a large fig tree. 

 

Eresos coast road 

 

Little Owl 
 

Day 5. Monday 5
th
 May 

 

Our early morning excursion found us at the Kalloni Pool looking for the Ferruginous Duck which 

failed to show, we did see several Squacco Herons, a couple of Little Bitterns and two flyover 

Black Storks. Next we visited the mouth of the Tsiknias River where there were very few birds, just 

a few Common and Little Terns so we made the short trip to west side of town to visit the West 

river mouth. More birds were present there, a small flock of Little Stint held two Sanderling and a 

lone Temminck’s Stint sat nearby. Two Kentish Plover darted about in the salt marsh whilst, our 

target bird, a Great Egret sat on the river bank. Three Black Storks drifted over and a Great Reed 

Warbler was seen and heard in the scrub behind us. 

 

Grand Canyon 

 

Not a lot, but we did find a superb male Subalpine Warbler and lots of Crag Martin were in the air.  

 

Eresos Crossroads – Isabelline Wheatear, Cretzchmar’s Bunting and a brief glimpse of a Cinereous 

Bunting. 

 

Ipsilou monastery 

 

On the way up our first bird was a Wood Lark seen as it rose in the air issuing it’s lovely, tuneful 

song. As we ascended we saw several Cinereous Buntings singing and showing well, lots of Black-

eared Wheatears, but it was the passing migrants we really wanted to see. A Thrush Nightingale 

proved elusive as did a Marsh Warbler both giving only brief views, but we had better views of 

Wood Warbler, Spotted and Pied Flycatchers,  Blackcap and Lesser Whitethroat. Other birds 

included Sombre Tit, Hoopoe, Northern Wheatear and Long-legged Buzzard. 



 

At the monastery we had a lovely hour looking down the sheltered side of the valley where we all 

had great views of Thrush Nightingale, Red-breasted Flycatcher, Marsh Warbler, more of Blackcap 

and Lesser Whitethroat and a stunning male Collared Flycatcher, a Little Owl put in an appearance 

for good measure. We spent four hours in all watching migrants in this wonderful place, then we 

took the old path back down the slope noting a Chiffchaff and many Blackcaps we finished off 

eating our lunch at the bus where we saw a pair of Linnets. 

 

Next we watched several Lesser Kestrels along a ridge before we set off back towards Kalloni via 

the Grand Canyon. 

 

 We made a brief stop at the ‘usual’ site for  Scops Owl which showed well. 

 

At the mouth of the river Tsiknias  we found two Mediterranean Gulls a Common Shelduck, 

Common and Little Terns and a couple of Great Crested Grebes were feeding off-shore. 

 

Day 6. Tuesday 6
th
 May 

 

An early start found us visiting both rivers on either side of Skala Kalloni where we saw Little and 

Temminck’s Stint, Great Egret, Ruff, Wood Sandpiper, Kentish Plover and a Great Reed Warbler. 

 

Pine woods above Achladeri  

 

Serin, Short-toed Treecreeper, White Stork, Black Stork,   

 

River near Dimitrios 

 

Wren, Coal Tit, Sparrowhawk, Grey Wagtail, Serin,  

 

Agiasos – Sweet-chestnut wood 

 

Eurasian Robin, Song and Mistle Thrush, Wren, Thrush Nightingale, Common Nightingale and 

Honey Buzzard. 

 

Vatera – Agios Fokas 

 

Black-eared Wheatear, Sardinain Warbler, lots of Black-headed Bunting,  

Sea-watch Yelkouan and Cory’s Shearwater and Shag. 

 

Salt – Pans  

 

Little Stint, Ruff, Temminck’s Stint, Curlew Sandpiper, Dunlin, Borad-billed Sandpiper, Marsh 

Sandpiper, Curlew, Greenshank, Spotted Redshank, White-winged Terns 

 

 

 



Day 7. Wednesday 7
th
 May 

 

Early morning salt pans  

 

Lots of Little Stint, Curlew Sandpiper & Ruff 

10 Red-footed Falcons were found along a telgraph wire at the back of the pans 

 

Tsiknias River mouth 

 

Grey Plover (3), Redshank, Curlew (2),  

 

 

Eresos – Sigri coast track, 

 

Black kite, Spotted Flycatcher, usual Buntings and Wheatears. 

 

Meladia Ford 

 

Ruddy Shelduck, Little Bittern, Marsh Warbler, Sedge Warbler, Olivaceous Warbler, Long-legged 

Buzzard. 

 

Fig Plantation two visits 

 

many Spotted Flycatcher, Roller, Orphean Warbler, Icterine Warbler (2), Pied Flycatcher 

 

Chapel near the Meladia Ford 

 

Willow Warbler 

 

Beach Sea-watch 

 

100’s of Yelkouan Shearwaters. 

 

Tsiknias River. With fading light we dashed to the river mouth because of a report of Slender-billed 

Gulls and sure enough they were waiting for us when we got there, another good bird for the trip 

list. 

 

Slender-billed Gulls (3), Grey Plover (3), many Common Terns, Little Terns. 

 

Day 8. Thursday 8
th
 May. 

 

Bird-watching on our last day was limited to a few hours in the morning. We decide to head off to 

the salt pans where we drove to east side so that we could overlook the water with the sunlight 

behind us and what a good decision that was to be. We saw many of ‘regulars’ but surprisingly 

quite a few raptors were on show. The best bird without a doubt was a very low flying Goshawk 



which flew directly over the hide we were sitting in, we had fantastic views of this large female. 

We also recorded Common Buzzard, Long-legged Buzzard and Western Marsh Harrier. 

 

All too soon it was time to return to the hotel to pack, load up the bus and return to the airport.  

The journey to Mytilini Airport was uneventful, however we did manage to sea watch for a while 

after we had checked in, this produced many Shearwaters and a nice finale to our wonderful tour. 


