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DAY 1 -  SUNDAY 3RD MAY 2015 

 

TRANSFER – LONDON TO BUDAPEST THEN TO EGER 

 

This was a trip I put together for the Cheltenham Bird Club after visiting this 

superb area in March this year. 

 

All twelve of us met up at Gatwick and boarded our afternoon flight to 

Budapest which departed on time and landed slightly early. We were met by 

our two drivers who quickly helped to load us into two minibuses for the 

140km road-trip to our hotel. The roads were clear with light traffic, but it 

was dull and overcast and not very warm. 

 

We made a stop midway to stretch our legs, during this break we saw 

Common Buzzard, Crested Lark, Black Redstart, Goldfinch, Greenfinch, 

Common Starling and Collared Dove. 

 

We arrived at the hotel around 7pm just as it was getting dark, Scop’s Owls 

were calling and Common Nightingales were singing in the gardens, I think 

we are going to like it here! 

 

DAY 2 -  MONDAY 4TH MAY 2015 

 

NOSZVAJ PARKLAND - NOVAJ – HEVES PLAIN 

 

We met at 6:15am for our first birding excursion of the tour, Roy, an English 

birding guide living in Hungary collected 

us with a second driver and after loading 

into the two buses we drove through the 

town of Eger to Noszvaj parkland on the 

east side of town.  

 

An oak woodland stretched over the hills 

which were strewn with chalets, log 

cabins and Swiss-style cottages, these 

were the holiday homes of the well-to-do 

city dwellers from Budapest. The area was deserted right now so we kept to 

the road and didn’t venture onto any of the park trails.  

 



The whole area was alive with bird song, a crescendo of calls hit us as we 

left the buses. Thrushes, finches, woodpeckers, flycatchers, warblers, doves, 

pigeons, tits and redstarts, all of them were heralding a new day in a terrific 

melodic chorus.  

 

It had been raining in the night everything was dripping wet and it was quite 

chilly, despite this we had great time as we discovered a wealth of bird life, 

we watched the nest hole of a Black Woodpecker for a while, we could hear 

this huge bird but none turned up at the nest. Wood Warblers were trilling 

from all around us and Collared Flycatchers gave out their long whistling 

calls, Cuckoos called and Hawfinches ‘ticked’ as they flew overhead.  

 

We soon a nice little list, Roy showed us an active Short-toed Treecreeper’s 

nest, we had good views of Middle-spotted Woodpecker and had glimpses 

of a Black Woodpecker. We all had an excellent time but it was time to 

leave and head 

back for 

breakfast. 

 

The rest of the 

morning was 

spent in and 

around a small 

village called 

Novaj, we 

parked in the 

village to look at 

a White Stork’s 

nest with two 

birds in attendance and then we walked a track that led us into farmland, 

open fields and wooded copses. What a fantastic place, birds were 

everywhere, we soon had several goodies in the bag. 

 

A Barred Warbler showed extremely well as it sang from various song posts, 

Red-backed Shrikes were new migrant arrivals and were still pairing off or 

nest building. Common Cuckoos flew over us and Golden Orioles flitted 

about in the poplar trees or flew right across the valley to their feeding areas. 

A Wryneck called from first, a bush and then a fence post, Common 

Whitethroat and Lesser Whitethroat sang along the hedgerows, Hoopoes 



dashed across the fields and both Spotted and Pied Flycatchers made fly-

catching sorties from trees in the copse. 

 

We reluctantly left this terrific place and drove to another small town for 

lunch and as it was still quite cool we all opted for a bowl of hot Goulash, 

lovely. 

 

Next we scoured the plains near Heves where Roy took us to an area where 

we could view an Eastern Imperial Eagle’s nest which had an adult sitting on 

eggs. We also saw two other birds flying in the area with Common Buzzards 

and Marsh Harriers that were mobbing the big eagles. In the fields we 

stopped to watch Skylark, Crested Lark, Whinchat, Yellow Wagtail (flava) 

and many Marsh Harriers. 

 

The last venue of the day was the large lake at Tisza whilst making our way 

there we found Rollers sitting on wires and an Icterine Warbler sang from a 

dense hedgerow immediately behind us, we spent 30 minutes waiting for the 

bird to show but it never did. 

 

At the lake we had a lovely time ‘scoping’ many species on the water, flying 

over it or in the reeds around it. A pair of Red-necked Grebes were nice to 

see in their summer plumage and very distant White-winged Terns danced 

over the water as they fed. 

 

However it was the water margins that gave us our best sighting when we 

found a Penduline Tit, this super little male sang from the willow bushes 

before flying to a nearby section of reeds to collect nesting material, we had 

terrific views of it.  

 



It was time to leave, we had a great list of over 70 species with some 

memorable sightings, can’t wait for tomorrow’s exciting trip.  

 

DAY 3 – TUESDAY 5TH MAY 2015 

 

BUKK NATIONAL PARK – BODROGZUG and TISZA FLOOD 

PLAINS  

 

Another pre-breakfast morning excursion saw us visit three places in lovely 

weather, dry bright with a nice sunrise. 

 

The first place we visited was a lane just a few hundred meters from the 

hotel, we walked there in a 

couple of minutes and 

within a short while we 

were watching a Lesser-

spotted Woodpecker, a 

lifer for some of the group, 

the bird showed really 

well. Our other target 

species the Syrian 

Woodpecker stayed in bed!  

 

We then boarded the buses 

and drove for about 20 

minutes to the Bükk Hills 

national park, this huge 

beech woodland stretches 

for miles and holds a healthy population of White-backed Woodpeckers. 

Fortunately for us Roy took us straight to an active nest site. We waited in 

silence, full of excited anticipation then a bird appeared, it posed perfectly 

for on the side of nest hole before leaning in and feeding two well grown 

chicks, fantastic, another lifer for most of us. On the return trip we stopped 

in an open valley on the edge of town where we had good views of the hills 

to the west of us. As we parked someone noticed a large bird of prey sitting 

on a post, it turned out to be our target species the Lesser-spotted Eagle. It 

was amazing, sitting just 50 meters from us. 

 



After our lovely breakfast we set off in the two mini-buses for plains areas 

east of Eger, but before we got there we made one stop on the edge of town 

to look for River Warbler.  

 

This walk took us along an old railway track which had pine woods to our 

right and open scrub leading down to a stream on our left. After about 200 

meters we could hear a River Warbler chuntering away, but seeing one was 

a different story. After an hour of trying we all got flight views of the bird 

but not satisfactory sightings. Other birds around were Great-spotted 

Woodpecker, Common Cuckoo, Wood Warbler, Serin and Red-backed 

Shrike. 

 

We spent the rest of the morning on the open plains watching some great 

species, lots of Shrikes, larks, 

harriers, herons and egrets. We 

ate a late picnic lunch at a 

reed-fringed pool up on the 

plains there were plenty of 

birds to see there. Great Egret, 

Little Egret, Eurasian 

Spoonbill, Squacco Heron, 

Great Reed Warbler, Wood 

Sandpiper, Bluethroat, 

Common Cuckoo (including a 

Rufous-brown female type), 

Lesser Grey Shrike and lots of 

Tree Sparrows. 

 

After a long stop there we ventured further into a conservation area set aside 

for Imperial Eagles but we stopped at another pool before we searched for 

the eagle. A huge reed-bed surrounded this pool where Great Reed Warblers, 

Sedge Warblers, Reed Buntings, Stonechats, Yellow Wagtails and two more 

Bluethroats we found singing on top of the reeds.    

 

A number of waders were feeding in the pool, 5 Spotted Redshank in black 

summer plumage fed with Common Greenshank and Wood Sandpipers. A 

single Ruff also in summer plumage fed on the margins and a single Little-

ringed Plover walked on the muddy surrounds. 

 



Raptor viewing was limited to sightings of Common Buzzards, Common 

Kestrel, lots of Marsh Harriers and a single Eurasian Hobby. 

 

It was now late afternoon so we decided to call it a day, we continued our 

journey through the flood plains before driving back to the hotel for dinner, 

seeing Rollers, harriers etc. along the way. 

 

DAY 4 – WEDNESDAY 6TH MAY 2015 

 

EGERSZALOK RESERVOIR  - HEVES PLAIN – RIVER TISZA 

AND FISH PONDS 

 

Our early morning visit 

to a local lake/reservoir 

proved to be a great 

success, it was a lovely 

still morning with a nip 

in the air but perfectly 

dry and clear. 

 

The area to the back of 

the reservoir consisted 

of flood meadows and 

reed-beds with gently 

sloping hills covered in 

scrub on three sides. 

 

Within minutes of 

getting out of the van we were watching a Grasshopper Warbler, it was 

singing from a grassy bank.  This super little bird eventually came and 

perched in a small bush right out in the open. Then we found an active nest 

of the Penduline Tit, it appeared to be unfinished and we watched the adult 

female finishing the entrance hole.  

 

Next we tracked down a Marsh Warbler, this bird was delivering its subdued 

mimicry from a reed bed, we eventually found it and got good scope views 

of it. 

 



It is amazing that every type of habitat we visit we see or hear a number of 

cuckoos, (I can even hear one now as I write this at 9pm in my hotel room) 

today was no exception at least three were flying around  and calling. 

Another good find was a Eurasian Hobby perched in a tree, it was bit distant 

but showed well in the scope.  

 

Other birds seen on this pre-breakfast sortie were, Whinchat, Green 

Woodpecker, Common Whitethroat,  Northern Shoveler, Great Reed 

Warbler and the usual Marsh Harrier and Common Buzzards. 

 

After breakfast we set off to the Tisza Lake and a series of fish ponds, we 

crossed the Tisza River on a ferry before driving into some oak woodland. A 

brief stop at a nest hole of the Black Woodpecker proved fruitless but the 

first fish pond held a few new species for us. 

 

A very colourful Purple Heron stalked the edge of the pond, we saw it snatch 

a Grass Snake from the water. Common Moorhen was a first for the trip, we 

also saw another Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, Great Cormorant and a distant 

Ferruginous Duck. 

 

 

The next pond was alive with Marsh Terns, about 50 birds could be seen at 

any one time but they were coming and going. At one time you see could see 



all three species of Marsh Terns, Whiskered, Black and White-winged but 

the majority of them was Black Tern.  

 

In the water we watched a pair of Ferruginous Ducks, a single female 

Pochard, Purple Heron and our first Common Coot. All the time we could 

see Marsh Harriers in the sky and Common Buzzards perched or soaring in 

the distance. 

 

We ate a late lunch in a 

restaurant on the banks of 

the river, Roy 

recommended the fish 

soup, a traditional 

Hungarian dish,  so most of 

us tried it. It was absolutely 

delicious I have never 

tasted such good soup. 

 

We caught the ferry back 

across the river and spent the remainder of the afternoon searching the Tisza 

flood plains for Pallid Harrier and such like.  

 

We found a small flock of European Bee-eaters another first for the trip, 

they posed well in the afternoon sunlight before flying off. We saw a 

number of European Rollers, Eurasian Hoopoes and hundreds of Eurasian 

Skylarks and Yellow Wagtails but not the Harrier. 

 

So we called it a day around 5pm, it took an hour or so to get back to the 

hotel in good time to prepare for dinner.  

 

DAY 5 – THURSDAY 7TH MAY 2015 

 

BUKK MOUNTAINS – LOCAL OAK WOODLAND – HALF DAY 

OFF. 

 

Today was to be a half-day, birding until 2pm then a cultural walk in the 

centre of Eger. We did make a short birding trip before breakfast to a local 

quarry.  

 



It had been raining quite hard in the night and it continued right up to 6am 

before it stopped,  heavy cloud cover meant it remained dull and overcast for 

the first few hours of daylight. But still a number of the group turned up for 

the morning excursion.  

 

At the huge working-quarry we were allowed to walk along the entrance 

way which gave us access to exposed rocky outcrop and a steep sided 

wooded valley. We quickly located a male Rock Bunting which showed 

extremely well. Then a pair of Black Redstarts became visible, the male 

looking superb in his summer plumage. Having got the main target bird in 

the bag we walked back up the entrance drive searching the oak woodland 

on either side of us for woodpeckers. We did hear a Grey-headed 

Woodpecker calling but it 

never showed, what we did 

find was a Garden Warbler 

and a Blackcap in the same 

bush! 

 

After breakfast we were 

greeted by a local warden 

of the Bukk National Park, 

he led the group for the 

morning’s birding. After a 

30 minute drive we parked 

high up in the Bukk Hills 

where large open meadows 

were surrounded by woodland, we had a great views of the surrounding 

countryside. However even though the habitat was superb we saw very few 

species of birds. Red-backed Shrikes, Corn Buntings, Eurasian Skylarks, 

Lesser and Common Whitethroats were all we found in the meadows and 

bushes.  

 

A few raptors drifted over the distant hills, we found Marsh Harriers, 

Common Buzzard, Eurasian Sparrowhawk and a distant Lesser Spotted 

Eagle. 

 

From there our warden guide took us to woodland sites looking for 

woodpeckers without success. Over the next two hours we picked up two 

new species for the trip, Willow Warbler and Coal Tit. 



 

We were back at the hotel at 2pm, it was our short day we had the afternoon 

free to do as we pleased, several opted to be taken into Eger centre to look at 

the beautiful sites whilst others just lounged in the hotel’s wellness centre, 

one or two went birding down the lane. 

 

At 6pm we all met up again for a short walk to the local wine ‘caves’ where 

we sample the famous ‘pig’s blood’ red wine. It was a fascinating place, a 

series of wine bars are literally caves which have been excavated into the 

rock, the ambient temperature is just right for serving the wine.  

 

After our wine tasting tour we were driven in Eger town centre for a meal at 

a top restaurant, again this was a fabulous experience. The food was lovely, 

the atmosphere terrific and the group were very merry and boisterous. It was 

a great night out and I’m sure there will be a few headaches in the morning! 

 

DAY 6 – FRIDAY 8TH MAY 2015 

 

HORTOBAGY AND FODES WETLANDS 

 

This was the biggy – our most anticipated day out – we were to visit the 

Hortobagy region which is 

a national park and covers 

a huge area in the south-

eastern region of the 

country near the Romanian 

border. 

 

It consists of a huge 

alkaline steppe, (known 

locally as the ‘Puszta’ 

meaning ‘emptiness’) of 

rich sediment where 

hundreds of square miles 

lie in a mixture of 

cultivated fields, open pools, reed-beds, rough pasture, ditches, dirt tracks 

and very little woodland. Once out of the small towns you can see for miles 

in all directions. According to literature up to 152 species of birds breed in 

this area!  



 

During our day-long visit we recorded 102 species, Marsh Harriers 

dominated the skyline, I have never seen so many, but also falcons are well 

represented, Common Kestrel, Hobby, Red-footed and Saker Falcons. We 

visited several areas but here are the main sites and our record of the day. 

 

It was about 10am by the time arrived and after passing through the pretty 

village of Hortobagy we stopped adjacent to a reedy area with some pools at 

the side of the road. A male Garganey sat on a small island whilst 

Ferruginous Duck swan nearby. In the surrounding reeds we could hear 

Savi’s Warbler, Sedge Warbler, Great Reed Warbler and Bluethroat. Two 

Bluethroats were seen performing their display flights and sitting on the 

reeds. Other birds recorded 

here were Yellow Wagtail, 

Marsh Harrier, Corn 

Bunting and Rook (very 

few ‘rookeries’ appear in 

Hungary). A flock of 15 

Common Cranes flew over 

us and Purple Herons were 

seen very frequently along 

the ditches and pools.  

 

We drove deeper into the 

area and arrived at 

roadside restaurant where 

we met up with a local ranger of the park, he was to guide us for the rest of 

the day, so after a quick cup of coffee we set off for our tour. 

 

Chondra, our guide, took us to a cultivated area where a series of pylons 

crossed the fields, he pointed out a perched Saker Falcon, wow what a start, 

the bird soon flew off but we all got great views of it. 

 

We then drove for nearly an hour to a wetland area called Fodes, it was 

technically outside the Hortobagy but well worth the visit. We passed a 

series of reed fringed pools along a track where lots of Great Egrets and 

Purple Herons fed. The track led us to two much larger, open pools, that 

were covered in birds. It took us ages to sift through them all, there must 

have been 30-40 different species there. 



 

From an elevated tower we had a commanding view of the whole area and 

amassed a considerable list of species. 

 

Waders seen at Fodes included: Temminck’s Stint, Ruff (in breeding 

plumage and displaying), Spotted Redshank also in their black summer garb, 

Black-tailed Godwit, Dunlin, Wood and Common Sandpipers, Avocets, 

Black-winged Stilts, Eurasian Curlew, Little-ringed Plover, Ruddy 

Turnstone, Common Redshank and lots of Northern Lapwing.  

 

Several ducks were also present, Eurasian Wigeon, Eurasian Teal, Garganey, 

Gadwall, Northern Shoveler, Common Pochard, Ferruginous Duck, Mallard 

and Common Shelduck. A huge number of Greylag Geese had hordes of 

goslings and we found 

a couple of Greater 

White-fronted Geese 

in with them. 

 

The whole experience 

was magical we sat in 

the sunshine to eat our 

picnic lunch before 

walking along the 

track in search of more 

species. A Eurasian 

Bittern ‘boomed’ a 

couple of times and 

Water Rails ‘screamed’ from the reeds but neither showed, we did however 

have great views of Bearded Tit (Reedling). A distant Red-footed Falcon 

was another good sighting but only seen by a couple of the group. 

 

From Fodes we drove deep into the Hortobagy taking tracks with right 

angled turns through miles of cultivated, very flat, farmland. We eventually 

came to a stop near a horse ranch where our guide showed us a pair of Stone 

Curlews, this rare breeder was a great addition to our list. We also saw 

Northern Wheatear, countless Skylarks, Corn Buntings and a Montagu’s 

Harrier was seen just as we arrived. 

 



We had one more birds to look for before we went home, this meant another 

30 minute drive over rough tracks which brought us to a derelict farm, from 

there we had a great panoramic view of  the surrounding fields. Then  a 

GREAT BUSTARD flew in, it circled and landed not too far away and it 

began displaying to a female bird. Eventually we picked out six of these 

‘giants of the plains’ they look like prehistoric relics as they strutted around 

in modern cultivated fields. 

 

We all had great views in 

superb afternoon sunlight, 

in the background we 

could see a few White 

Storks and about 50 

Common Cranes. It was a 

great way to finish off a 

fantastic birding day, we 

had spent a lot of time 

travelling from one place 

to another but we all 

agreed that it had been well worth it. 

 

We arrived back at the hotel around 7pm so we didn’t eat until 8pm and 

most of the group retired for night at 9:30. 

 

DAY 7 -  SATURDAY 9TH MAY 2015 

 

HORTOBAGY – DAY 2 - THE FISH PONDS 

 

We had another excellent day out in the Hortobagy, this time we visited  a 

true wetland area with many lagoons, reed beds and a series of man-made 

fish ponds. It was another beautiful day but not such an early start, we 

breakfasted at 7:30am and set off promptly at 8:15am because we had a 

deadline, we had a train to catch at 10:00am.  

 

A series of delays along the way caused us to make a frantic dash for the 

train over the last few miles of the journey and we just about made it. Once 

on board our miniature-gauge railway carriages we relaxed and began 

birding as we slowly crept along. 

 



From the train we had commanding views of the marsh it was extensive with 

a variety of pools and water filled ditches. We quickly noted Squacco Heron, 

Purple Heron, Night Heron and lots of Great Egrets. Great Reed, Sedge and 

Reed Warblers sang from the reeds and we also heard Savi’s Warbler a few 

times. 

 

The train journey lasted about 30 minutes and took us some 3km into the 

marshland, at the terminus we got off and spent some time around the area 

near the train terminus. We quickly got onto the call of the Moustached 

Warbler but despite searching we never got a glimpse of it. 

 

Bearded Tits (Reedlings) were pinging from every direction, we had several 

good sightings of them. Savi’s, Reed and Great Reed Warblers also called 

and Great Bittern boomed a couple of times. 

 

From the tower hide we 

scanned the nearest pools 

where we saw several duck 

species including 

Ferruginous Duck and 

Garganey but not many 

waders were seen. White-

tailed Eagle was seen on 

two or three occasions 

during this time but they 

were all distant, Gull-billed 

Terns were also new for 

us. 

 

We caught the train back to a half-way station where we disembarked and 

proceeded on foot. A couple of hides gave us panoramic views of the lakes 

and marshes, we saw Terns, Pygmy Cormorant, more Purple and Squacco 

Herons and we searched for the breeding Red-necked Grebes but only a few 

of the group saw them. Our walk finished back at the start of the track at the 

reception area, where we sat at picnic tables to each our picnic lunch. 

 

Shortly after lunch we walked down passed the fish ponds to search for 

species new, a Lesser Whitethroat showed really well but the star bird of the 

afternoon was the White-tailed Eagle, we saw 5 perched on a floating  



platform, they were all immature birds but looked magnificent sitting out on 

the lake. We had much better views of Pygmy Cormorants too. More 

Herons, Terns, Egrets and Ducks were found and Sand Martin was a new  

sighting whilst some of group had a fleeting view of a Caspian Tern and 

some Mediterranean Gulls. 

 

To finish off the day we drove to another area of the Hortobagy where large 

stands of woodlands were dotted all over the flat plains, Rooks had taken 

over most of the trees, we could see hundreds of nests spread out across the 

tree tops. There were also a good number of open nest boxes strapped to the 

tree trunks and to our great delight many of these boxes were occupied by 

pairs of Red-footed Falcons. 

 

We spent a good hour 

watching these colourful 

falcons noting also 

Common Kestrel, Eurasian 

Hobby, Common Crane, 

White Stork and 

everywhere we looked we 

could Great White Egrets 

dotted all over the fields. 

 

Finally Roy took us to 

another breeding site of the 

Saker Falcon, we kept our 

distance from the nest box 

which had been fixed very high up onto a pylon. After a short while a bird 

circled over and then landed in a distant tree from where we were able to 

‘scope’ it, job done!  

 

Well that ended our last full day’s birding, there will be another morning 

excursion tomorrow before we pack ready for our departure. 

 

Day 8 – Sunday 10th May 2015 

 

Local Park and Woodland - Novaj 

  



There was our last official early morning walk this morning so we all met 

pre-breakfast before loading onto the bus at 6:30am for the first part of our 

last morning’s birding. 

 

We drove first to the area near the Bukk Hills National Park where we had a 

second look at a Lesser Spotted Eagle, this bird wasn’t so obliging but we 

did get good views of it perched and in flight.  

 

Next we stopped at a parkland area where a nest box scheme had been 

provided for the Collared Flycatcher, this proved to be a good move we had 

excellent views of them. We also saw Black Restart too and a Wryneck was 

calling from the woods across a small lake. Unfortunately for us there was a 

Sunday ‘Car Boot’ sale 

going on in the park so 

there was a lot of human 

activity and much bird 

movement. 

 

We took a walk up into 

some lovely mature 

woodland in the hope of 

seeing more 

woodpeckers, specifically 

Black and Grey-headed. 

Both were heard a few 

times and several likely 

nest holes were found but 

we never saw either!  

 

Common Redstart was found by a few of the group and we had many 

common birds including sightings of the ‘white-headed’ Long-tailed Tit, a 

smart little bird that one is. 

 

It was back to the hotel for breakfast before our very last birding of the tour. 

This last excursion was a repeat trip to the farmland around the village of 

Novaj. We walked along the same tracks as we did on day 2 and listed pretty 

much the same, a Tree Pipit was a new species but we only heard it 

otherwise we had great views of a number of species seen earlier in the 

week, namely, Tree Sparrow, Hawfinch, Barred Warbler, Common & Lesser 



Whitethroat, Golden Oriole, Common Cuckoo, Eurasian Hoopoe, Red-

backed Shrike, Wryneck and many common birds. 

 

We drove over new ground on the way back making a couple of stops to 

look for Common Quail and Larks, we did good views of Eurasian Hobby 

and Lesser Grey Shrike but nothing new. 

 

Well that was it, we 

had lunch at a 

restaurant nearby 

before making our way 

back to the hotel to 

pack for our departure. 

After saying goodbye 

to Roy we all loaded 

into the bus and had a 

pleasant drive back to 

Budapest for our early 

evening flight home. 

 

We had seen 154 species and heard another 9 without sighting them. This is 

a good total for Hungary in May, all in all it been a great trip, a new 

WINGSPAN venue, the itinerary needs a little tweaking but there are some 

superb birding to be had out there and I’m sure future trips will be enjoyed 

by WINGSPANNERS for years to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LIST OF SPECIES RECORDED 3RD – 10TH MAY 2015 

 

BIRDS 
 

 

SPECIES 
Scientific Name 

DATE   SEEN 

 

 3    4     5    6     7      8     9    10 

1  Mute Swan Cygnus olor  √    √ √   

2  White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons      √    

3  Greylag Goose Anser anser  √ √ √  √ √   

4  Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna      √ √   

5  Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope      √    

6  Gadwall Anas strepera      √ √   

7  Eurasian Teal Anas crecca      √    

8  Mallard Anas platyrhynchos  √ √ √  √ √ √  

9  Garganey Anas querquedula      √ √   

10  Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata    √  √ √   

11  Common Pochard Aythya ferina    √  √ √   

12  Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca    √  √ √   

13  Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula       √   

14  Common Quail Coturnix coturnix   H       

15  Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus  H √ √ √ √ √   

16  Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis   √       

17  Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena  √     √   

18  Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus   √    √   

19  Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo  √ √ √  √ √   

20  Pygmy Cormorant Phalacrocorax pygmeus       √   

21  Eurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris      H H   

22  Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax  √     √   

23  Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides   √ √   √   

24  Little Egret Egretta garzetta  √ √ √  √ √   

25  Great (White) Egret Egretta alba   √ √  √ √   

26  Grey Heron Ardea cinerea  √ √ √  √ √   

27  Purple Heron Ardea purpurea  √  √  √ √   

28  Black Stork Ciconia nigra   √       

29  White Stork Ciconia ciconia  √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

30  Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia   √   √ √   

31  Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus   √       

32  White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla       √   

33  Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

34  Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus      √    

35  Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus   √ √ √     

36  Common Buzzard Buteo buteo √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

37  Lesser Spotted Eagle Aquila pomarina   √  √   √  

38  Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca  √        

39  Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus  √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

40  Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus      √ √   

41  Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo  √ √  √ √ √ √  
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42  Saker Falcon Falco cherrug      √ √   

43  Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus       √   

44  Water Rail Rallus aquaticus    H  H H   

45  Spotted Crake Porzana porzana       H   

46  Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus    √  √ √   

47  Eurasian Coot Fulica atra    √  √ √   

48  Common Crane Grus grus      √ √   

49  Great Bustard Otis tarda      √    

50  Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus      √    

51  Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta      √    

52  Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus      √    

53  Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius   √   √    

54  Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus  √ √ √  √ √   

55  Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii      √    

56  Dunlin Calidris alpina      √    

57  Ruff Philomachus pugnax   √   √    

58  Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa      √ √   

59  Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata      √    

60  Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus   √   √    

61  Common Redshank Tringa totanus      √    

62  Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia   √       

63  Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola   √   √    

64  Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos      √ √   

65  Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres      √    

66  Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus       √   

67  Little Gull Larus minutus      √    

68  Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus      √ √   

69  Yellow-legged Gull Larus  michahellis  √  √  √ √   

70  Caspian Gull Larus  cachinnans       √   

71  Caspian Tern Sterna caspia       √   

72  Common Tern Sterna hirundo      √ √   

73  Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus    √  √ √   

74  Black Tern Chlidonias niger    √  √ √   

75  White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus    √  √ √   

76  Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon  Columba livia √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

77  Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

78  Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur  √ √ √ √ H √ √  

79  Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto          

80  Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus  √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

81  Scops Owl Otus scops √ H H H H     

82  Tawny Owl Strix aluco √         

83  Common Swift Apus apus  √ √ √ √ √    

84  European Bee-eater Merops apiaster  H  √  √    

85  European Roller Coracias garrulus  √ √ √  √ √   

86  Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops  √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

87  Wryneck Jynx torquilla  √ H H    √  
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88  Grey-headed Woodpecker Picus canus     H     

89  Green Woodpecker Picus viridis    √ H     

90  Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius  √  H √     

91  Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major   √  √     

92  Syrian Woodpecker Dendrocopos syriacus   √       

93  Middle Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos medius  √        

94  White-backed Woodpecker Dendrocopos leucotos   √       

95  Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor   √ √      

96  Crested Lark Galerida cristata √ √ √ √  √ √   

97  Woodlark Lullula arborea   √       

98  Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis  √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

99  Sand Martin Riparia riparia       √   

100  Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

101  House Martin Delichon urbica √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

102  Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis   H H    H  

103  Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava  √ √ √ √ √ √   

104  White/Pied  Wagtail Motacilla alba √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

105  Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   H       

106  European Robin Erithacus rubecula  √ H       

107  Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos  √ H √ H H H H  

108  Bluethroat Luscinia svecica   √   √    

109  Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

110  Whinchat Saxicola rubetra  √  √  √    

111  Common Stonechat Saxicola torquata rubicola  √ √ √  √ √   

112  Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe    √  √    

113  Blackbird Turdus merula √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

114  Song Thrush Turdus philomelos  √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

115  Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia    √      

116  River Warbler Locustella fluviatilis   √ √      

117  Savi's Warbler Locustella luscinioides  H  H  H √   

118  Moustached Warbler Acrocephalus melanopogon       H   

119  Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus   √ √  √ √   

120  Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus   √ √  H √   

121  Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris  √  √      

122  Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus  √ √ √  √ √   

123  Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina  H        

124  Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla  √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

125  Garden Warbler Sylvia borin     √     

126  Barred Warbler Sylvia nisoria  √ √ √ H   √  

127  Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis  √ √ √ √   √  

128  Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca  √ H √ H  √ √  

129  Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix  √ H  H   H  

130  Eurasian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita    H H H    

131  Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus     √     

132  Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata  √ H       

133  Collared Flycatcher Ficedula albicollis  √ H     √  

134  Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca  √        

135  Bearded Reedling (Tit) Panurus biarmicus      √ √   

136  Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus  √  √    √  
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137  Marsh Tit Parus palustris  H  √      

138  Coal Tit Parus ater     √     

139  Blue Tit Parus caeruleus √ √ √ √ √   √  

140  Great Tit Parus major  √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

141  Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea  √ √ √ √     

142  Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla  √        

143  Penduline Tit Remiz pendulinus  √  √   H   

144  Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus  √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

145  Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio  √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

146  Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor   √   √ √   

147  Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius  √ √ √ √ √    

148  Eurasian Magpie Pica pica √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

149  Western Jackdaw Corvus monedula   √   √ √   

150  Rook Corvus frugilegus  √    √ √   

151  Hooded Crow Corvus cornix √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

152  Common Raven Corvus corax  √ √  √  √   

153  Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

154  House Sparrow Passer domesticus √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

155  Tree Sparrow Passer montanus  √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

156  Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs √ √ √ √ √  H √  

157  European Serin Serinus serinus  √ √ √      

158  European Greenfinch Carduelis chloris √ √ √ √      

159  European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

160  Eurasian Linnet Carduelis cannabina  √ √ √ √ √    

161  Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothrauste  √ √ √ √     

162  Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella   √ √ √     

163  Rock Bunting Emberiza cia     √     

164  Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus   √ √  √ √   

165  Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

 

Sightings of Common: 
MAMMALS/AMPHIBIANS/REPTILES/ 

BUTTERFLIES/DRAGONFLIES/INSECT SPECIES 
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1  Red Fox Vulpes vulpes          

2  European Hare Lepus europaeus          

3  Roe Deer Capreolus capreokus          

4  Beech or Stone Marten (dead) Martes foina          

5             

6  Balkan Green Lizard Lacerta trilineata          

7  European Fire-bellied Toad  (H) Bombina bombina          

8             

9             

10  Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius          

11  Lesser Fiery Copper Lycaena thesamon          

12  Common Glider Neptis rivularis          

13  Glanville Fritillary Melitaea cinxia          

14  Duke of Burgundy Fritillary Hamearis lucina          

15  Lesser Spotted Fritillary Melitaea trivia          



16  Common Blue Polyommatus icarus          

17  Little Blue Cupido minimus          

18  Short-tailed Blue Everes argiades          

19  Silver-studded Blue Plebejus argus          

20  Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni          

21  Orange Tip  Anthocharis cardamines           

22  Clouded Yellow Colias crocea          

23  Pale Clouded Yellow Colias hyale          

24  Map Araschnia levana          

25  Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus          

26  Painted Lady Venessa cardui          

27  Small Skipper Thymelicus lineola          

28  Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages          

29  Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae          

30  Comma Polygonia c-album          

31  Wall Brown Lasiommata megera          

32  Green-veined White Artogeia napi          

33  Wood White Leptidea sinapis          

34             

 


