WINGSPAN BIRD TOURS
in

LESVOS
April 26TH – May 4TH 2019

TRIP REPORT

Places Visited
FRIDAY 26th

FLIGHT LONDON TO LESVOS VIA ATHENS – TRANSFER FROM
MYTILINE TO SKALA KALLONI – KALLONI POOL
SATURDAY 27TH

KALLONI POOL – CHRISTOU RIVER AND MARSHES – METOCHI LAKE
– KALLONI SALT PANS – ALYKES WETLANDS – MESA BEACH –
KALAMI MARSH – TSIKNIAS RIVER FORD AND RIVER MOUTH
SUNDAY 28TH

KALLONI SALT PANS (EAST TRACK) – KALLONI SCOPS COPSE –
PETRA ROAD BAND STAND – KAVAKI – PERASMA RESERVOIR – SALT
PANS WEST TRACK & ALYKES WETLAND
MONDAY 29TH

FILA RADIO MAST – LARDIA GORGE – ERESOS CROSSROAD – IPSILOU
MONASTERY – SIGRI FIELDS – FANEROMENA UPPER FORD AND
UPPER FIELDS – KALLONI SALT PANS & ALYKES WETLAND
TUESDAY 30TH

POTAMIA SMALL RESERVOIR – CHRISTOU MARSHES – ACHLADERI
PINE WOODS – VATERA – AGIOS FOKAS – POLICHNITOS SALT PANS –
KALLONI SALT PANS EAST AND WEST TRACKS – ALYKES WETLAND
WEDNESDAY 1ST

MELADIA VALLEY VIA ERESOS – SIGRI FIELDS – FANEROMENI
LOWER FORD AND BEACH – KALLONI SALT PANS
THURSDAY 2ND

TSIKNIAS UPPER RIVER – AGIAS PARASKEVI – KREMASTRIS BRIDGE
– PERASMA RESERVOIR – KALLONI SALT PANS – ALYKES WETLANDS
FRIDAY 3RD

POTOMIA SMALL RESERVOIR – METOCHI LAKE – AGIASOS
WOODLANDS – KALLONI SALT PANS AND ALYKES WETLANDS
SATURDAY 4TH

NAPI VALLEY - TRANSFER TO MYTILINE AIRPORT

Leader: Bob Buckler
Participants: Ted Lyons, Gerald Farnell, Richard Pettett, Linda Williams, Mick & Jo Jones, Mike
Hails, Guiani Luigi & Maria Teresa Castelli joined us for four days.
Summary
This tour was another classic ‘Lesvos’ spring trip, plenty of water, plenty of sightings in stunning scenery
and lovely sunshine. Flowers and butterflies enhanced our enjoyment of this beautiful place. Birding
highlights included the sighting of some uncommon species such as Broad-billed Sandpiper, Spurwinged Lapwing, Eleanora’s Falcon, we also had good views of Olive-tree Warbler, Rufous Bush
Robin, Kruper’s Nuthatch and Great Spotted Cuckoo. It was a very enjoyable experience with a great
group of people, we enjoyed some great sightings and encountered 168 species which was a great total
and is a testament to how good the group were at finding birds.
DAY 1 – FRIDAY 26TH APRIL 2019
FLIGHT LONDON TO LESVOS VIA ATHENS – TRANSFER FROM MYTILINE TO SKALA
KALLONI
WEATHER: bright sunny day, temp 22C
Six of the group met up at Gatwick this morning at 4am in preparation for the two-legged trip to Lesvos,
which included a 3 hour stop over at Athens. We arrived at our hotel in Skala Kalloni at 5pm, it had been
a long day but not too tiring, we were raring
to go on arrival.
Birds seen in Athens and during the drive
from Mytiline to our hotel in Skala Kalloni
included: Eurasian Magpie, House
Martin, Barn Swallow, Long-legged
Buzzard, Common Swift, White Stork,
Greater Flamingo, Ruddy Shelduck, Grey
Heron and yes, you guessed it, Corn
Bunting!!
European Tree Frog seen just outside of
our hotel
Once we had settled into our rooms we were
eager to get out and do a little birding
around the hotel grounds and across the road
in the Kalloni Pool which was looking good
with several pools of open water and lots of reedbeds.
We quickly found Squacco Heron (4), Purple Heron (3), Great White Egret and at least 2 Little
Bitterns. Other birds seen during a short walk around the edge of the pool and along the beach road were:
Common Tern, Marsh Harrier, Common Moorhen, Eurasian Coot and Little Grebe. We also saw
Sedge Warbler, Hooded Crow and lots of House Sparrows, we heard Cetti’s Warbler, Reed Warbler
and Common Nightingale.
We took dinner at 7:30pm and a very tired group were all tucked up in bed by 9pm.

DAY 2 – SATURDAY 27TH APRIL 2019
KALLONI POOL – CHRISTOU RIVER AND MARSHES – METOCHI LAKE – KALLONI
SALT PANS – ALYKES WETLANDS – MESA BEACH – KALAMI MARSH – TSIKNIAS RIVER
FORD AND RIVER MOUTH
WEATHER: All day sunshine, top temp 25C nice sea-breeze
We had a fantastic day, we saw 86 species with some great finds and we hardly left the Kalloni area.The
hotel is now providing a full-on breakfast at 6am which we took an advantage of and by 7am we were all
outside watching birds on the Kalloni Pool. A Water Rail was our first find which was then followed by
superb views of a Great Bittern, found by Mick, this bird came right out into the open and fed for a quite
a while, just smashing. We also found a Subalpine Warbler and an Eastern Olivaceous Warbler, both
were singing in the nearest tamarisk. Other bids seen were Little Bittern (2), Squacco Heron (7), Purple
Heron and Grey Heron.

A short walk round to the mudflats of the
River Christou produced sightings of
Kentish, Little and Common Ringed
Plovers, Little Stint (12), Greenshank and
several Yellow Wagtails (feldgedd). Distant
views of Grey Heron, Little Egret and
Common Tern were also had. From the
bridge over the river Christou we found a
small number of Red-throated Pipits, we
saw more Yellow Wagtails and distant
European Bee-eaters, Common Shelduck
and White Storks. Close by we found Sedge
Warbler and Whinchat.
Red-Throated Pipit
After the delivery of our minbus we were
now able to travel by road instead of walking
so we all jumped on board for a trip to the nearby Metochi Lake. This lake has undergone some
‘improvement’ work, it has been dredged and most of its reed beds have been removed. So, the former
glorious habitat has been decimated, but still we saw plenty of birds. We found two Little Crakes, a
Little Bittern, Purple Heron and the usual Coots, Moorhens, Mallards and Little Grebes. We saw
Common Swift, Barn and Red-rumped Swallows coming down to drink and Reed Warbler, Cetti’s
Warbler and Common Nightingale were all singing. Golden Orioles could be heard in the distance and
a Middle Spotted Woodpecker flew into a tree above us as we got back into the bus.
The Salt Pans at Kalloni are always a joy to visit, you never know what you might find! Although the
number of birds present wasn’t very high we enjoyed some great sightings. The first of which was of a
Peregrine Falcon which sat on an island eating a Black-winged Stilt! Greater Flamingos were not as
numerous as in previous years neither were Pied Avocets or Wood Sandpipers. We stopped a number
times before reaching Alykes Wetlands and we saw a good number of species: Whiskered, Little and
Common Terns, Temminck’s Stint, Little Stint, 21 Marsh Sandpipers, Ruff and Spanish Sparrows.
A pair of Stone Curlews were nice to see and a distant Marsh Harrier was also noted.

At Alykes wetlands we saw very few new species, so we drove round to the beach to eat an early lunch.
Butterflies were prominent sightings there, we saw Swallowtail, Painted Lady, Lesser-spotted Fritillary,
Common Blue and Small Copper.
Our walk into a vast meadow with pools of water and a herd of Horses produced some good birds. Our
first Black Storks, also, a single Gull-billed Tern and a small flock of 9 White-winged Terns flew over
in the distance. Lots of Yellow Wagtails and smaller numbers of Red-throated Pipits were feeding in the
grass and we eventually found Short-toed Lark but we only saw them in flight after inadvertently
flushing them. Walking in the sandy dunes near the beach we found Tawny Pipit just before we left.
Next, we drove further along the Gulf of Kalloni and stopped at a disused beach dwelling. Near the shore
a sand bar extended into the Gulf of Kalloni and on it were lots of gulls. Scanning the gulls produced two
Slender-billed and a single Mediterranean Gull and both Black-necked and Great Crested Grebes fed
in the water behind them.
At the Kalami marshes near Mesa we found lots of butterflies a beautiful array of flowers including
Tongue Orchids. Over the next hour we listed some good birds too, Black-eared Wheatear was seen
from the bus whilst Red-backed and Woodchat Shrikes were seen out in the fields during the walk. We
had plenty of raptor sightings with Short-tod Eagle and Long-legged Buzzards drifting over the distant
hills whilst both White and Black Storks rose on the thermals a little nearer.
Our last Port of Call for the day was the Tsiknias River, winter flooding has devastated the reedbeds and
riverside scrub, very few birds were seen, it will take a year or two to recover to its former glory. At the
river mouth we saw 3 more Sandwich Terns with Common Terns and lots of Yellow-legged Gulls. We
ended our epic day there, it was 5:30pm, we drove back through Skala Kalloni to the hotel for a nice cold
beer.
DAY 3 – SUNDAY 28TH APRIL 2019
KALLONI SALT PANS (EAST TRACK) – KALLONI SCOPS COPSE – PETRA ROAD BAND
STAND – KAVAKI – PERASMA RESERVOIR – SALT PANS WEST TRACK & ALYKES
WETLAND
WEATHER: another fantastic, sunny day. Temp a little cooler 22C
We had another full and action-packed day (we saw 93 species) as we travelled to the north of the island
where we saw some excellent species and passed through the most beautiful scenic coastline. But first, we
visited the Salt Pans and a couple of other sites along the way.
After our early morning breakfast we made a short visit to the eastern side of the Salt Pans where an
elevated hide gives you excellent views over the whole area. We hoped for sightings of lots of waders but
apart from a group of 200+ Ruff we were disappointed. The highlights were: a group of 9 adult Slenderbilled Gulls, a very close Little Stint, two Common Sandpipers and some very distant Kentish Plovers.
What was superb was the morning light it brought the whole area alive. The Greater Flamingos,
Common Shelducks, Ruddy Shelducks were all looking superb and even a distant Black Stork shone
with an iridescent glow.
Very close to the hide we saw a group of Black-headed Buntings, also Whinchat, Woodchat Shrikes
and the usual Crested Larks and Corn Buntings.
Back in Kalloni we collected Guiani and his wife Teresa, they were joining us and were to follow the bus
in their car for the next few days, with them in tow we set off at 8:15 and headed north stopping at the
copse of eucalyptus trees just north of the town, we call it the Scop’s Copse. We searched extensively for

a roosting Scops Owl without success, but did we find a nesting pair of Middle Spotted Woodpeckers
which showed well at times.
Up in the hill above Kalloni on the road to Petra there is view-point where you have commanding views
over the surrounding hillsides and high ridges, it is a great place to watch raptors and that is what we did
for the next hour or so.
Despite the sky having a hazy mist we saw quite a few birds up there, the most common species were
Short-toed Eagle and Long-legged Buzzard, but we did several Black Storks, Common Buzzard,
Common Raven, Eurasian Sparrowhawk and a superb Goshawk. There were lots of birds in the scrub
and on the hillside behind us, we saw Cirl Bunting, Cretzschmar’s Bunting, Black-eared Wheatear,
Western Rock Nuthatch, lots of Subalpine Warblers and a few common species.
We drove through Petra and climbed the hillside along the north coast, it really is beautiful up there.
Looking back towards Petra you can see the large bay with picturesque islands and the mountains behind
the town, the colourful roadside flowers enhanced the picture it was truly spectacular.
We parked up at a spot on the hillside and within minutes we were watching our target species the
Ruppell’s Warblers, it was the best sighting I have had of this little beauty in a long time, it simple sat
within a few meters of us and sang it’s heart out.
Ruppell’s Warbler
Whilst scanning the ocean for Shearwaters
we saw, what we thought were some large
cetaceans breaching out of the water, we
learnt later that they were in fact, Giant
Devil Rays! How amazing was that?
At a large lay-by a little further on we
searched for more species on the coastal
scrub, we found Black-eared Wheatear,
Sardinian Warbler and to our great delight
a couple of Audouin’s Gulls, they sat on
the water and later flew up even closer and
landed on the cliff-side rocks. Brief and
distant views were had of Blue Rock
Thrush and just before we moved on 3
Alpine Swifts flew low over the cliffs and
just above our heads, what a fantastic show.
The large reservoir at Peresma between Petra and Molivos was the perfect place for our picnic lunch, lots
of butterflies were visiting the vast array of flowering plants and the reservoir was covered in gulls and
other birds. We found two more Audouin’s Gulls and had close views of Ruddy Shelduck. We found a
few butterflies; Persian Meadow Brown, Amanda’s Blue, lots of Clouded Yellows and both Common and
Scarce Swallowtails. A short walk produced nothing more although we learned later that a European
Roller turned up after we left!
Next we continued following the coast road climbing the hills after passing through Molivos and Eftalou,
along the road we accidentally drove over a snake and on inspection we found we had killed an Ottoman
Viper, it was such a beautiful creature, it is also the most venomous snake in Europe, but I still felt bad
about killing it.

Our walk on the Eftalou to Skala Sikaminias track produced a few nice sightings, we had great views of
Masked Shrikes, Golden Oriole, Cirl
Bunting and few common birds. Migrant
species seemed few and far between, we
heard a distant Hoopoe and we saw a
number of Common Swifts flying over us
with lots of Barn and Red-rumped
Swallows. Looking out over the sea to
Turkey which at this point is just five miles
away produced nothing, the sea was flat
calm and bird-less. One bit of excitement
occurred when a group of birds alighted on a
nearby bush, we saw 3 Black-headed
Buntings an Ortolan Bunting and in the
bush a female Cretzschmar’s Bunting.
Ottoman’s Viper

Our return journey was interrupted by a stop at the Scop’s Copse where we made a second attempt to see
the elusive Scops Owl. This time we struck gold, it was Mick who found a well-hidden individual. It was
marvellous to see this little gem.
For the last part of the afternoon we drove back to the Salt Pans at Kalloni and entered along the main
entrance on the western side with the sun behind us. Lots of birds were feeding in the channel, we had
good close views of Marsh Sandpiper with Ruff, Wood Sandpipers, Little Stints and Little Ringed
Plovers. A Yellow Wagtail fed very close to the bus, it turned out to be our first ‘Dombrowski’
(Romanian) subspecies.
At Alykes Wetland, situated behind the pans, we saw a pair of Garganey, 8 Glossy Ibis and several
Collared Pratincoles flew over, they were quite high up. In the Horse fields near the beach we found 9
Collared Pratincoles on the ground and had great views of quite a few species in the beautiful afternoon
sunlight. Red-throated Pipits, more Yellow Wagtails and all 3 small plovers or peeps, Little and
Common Ringed and Kentish Plovers.
We called it day at 5:30pm, another bird-filled and satisfying day was over, all that was left now was a
nice cold beer, a lovely hot shower and dinner, in that order!
DAY 4 – MONDAY 29TH APRIL 2019
FILA RADIO MAST – LARDIA GORGE – ERESOS CROSSROAD – IPSILOU MONASTERY –
SIGRI FIELDS – FANEROMENA UPPER FORD AND UPPER FIELDS – KALLONI SALT
PANS & ALYKES WETLAND
WEATHER: another bright sunny day but it was very windy on the western side of the island
Temp 20C
Our biding today was spoilt somewhat by the strong winds, it made it impossible to find many of the small
passerines that were on our target list, we had a frustrating day.
Our first stop was high up on the mountains above Kalloni where a track leads you past a radio mast and
where an oak woodland straddles the crest of the ridge. It is a well-known site for breeding Eastern
Bonelli’s Warbler but we soon realised that we were not going to see one because of the wind. We did

hear one or two and we did find a few
common species but not the warbler, a Cirl
Bunting was nice to see just as we left.
Lizard Orchid
This was the pattern of our whole day, we
had to look for sheltered spots to find
anything. We stopped at Perivoli Monastery
for a very quick look, it was sheltered down
there but not many birds had realised this. A
couple of the group saw a Eurasian or
Wood Nuthatch and not much else. There
was a little shelter in the Lardia Gorge, where
we watched Crag Martins, Red-rumped
Swallows and we had great but brief views
of Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler at last. Both
Rock Sparrow and Blue Rock Thrush
remained out of sight, but a Black-eared
Wheatear showed well.
Next, we stopped at the crossroads where
you can turn off for Eresos, this is an open
area with scattered bushes and low growing
scrub. The Isabelline Wheatear breeds
there, we found several very quickly, the
birds were up displaying despite the windy
conditions. We also watched a Woodlark
taking food down to its chicks in a nest on the ground, found by Jo.
There was a swirling gale at Ipsilou Monastery but because of the nature of the rocky pinnacle that the
Monastery sits on, there was always going to be a lee-side where it wasn’t blowing a gale. We climbed up
the winding road to the monastery and found a sheltered area. It was very disappointing not to find a host
of passerines feeding there, the only migrants we saw were about 15 Golden Orioles what a great sight
they were in the sunshine. We also found Rock Sparrow, lots of Black-eared Wheatears, Eurasian
Hoopoe and more Cirl Buntings.
Near the top where the woodland gave way
to open scrub we had brief views of
Cinereous Bunting, we could hear this little
beauty singing but it was so hard to locate.
We had much better luck on the ‘windy’ side
of the pinnacle as we walked down. Other
birds seen were lots of Ravens, distant Longlegged Buzzards and a single Eleonora’s
Falcon, that cheered us up a little.
We ate our picnic lunch in a sheltered area
along the road leading to the Petrified Forest,
we found shelter near a small pool where
Cretzschmar’s Buntings were bathing. We
also had had very close views of Cinereous
Bunting on this approach road and there

were more Black-eared Wheatears than you can imagine. After lunch we drove to the visitor’s centre
which was closed as it was Easter Monday in Greece, but we found Little Owl and on the way back, we
had great views of our main target species the Chukar. A group of 7 Lesser Kestrels were feeding in the
valley below us but they struggled with the windy conditions, it must be a hard life for them on windy
days.
Black-eared Wheatear
Our visit to Sigri was also a windy affair, we
walked the tracks around the upper ford
seeing very little we didn’t stay too long. At
the ford we saw our first and only
Flycatcher, the Spotted variety and our
efforts along the tracks produced a singing
Eastern Orphean Warbler (we saw both
male and female), Common Whitethroat
and a single Lesser Whitethroat. We also
saw a few Black-headed Buntings,
Jackdaws were seen flying around the area,
we also saw Short-toed Eagle, Common
Kestrel and a couple of European Beeeaters.
The group were now fed up with the windy conditions and so we decided to head back to Kalloni Salt
Pans, it took an hour to drive to there from Sigri. We searched for a Broad-billed Sandpiper which had
been seen all day until we got there!! We did find three new species of wader for our list: Dunlin,
Sanderling and a very ‘red’ Curlew Sandpiper what a super bird that one is. Walking in the Sheep
Fields behind the salt pans produced a lot of previously recorded species, the Red-throated Pipits looked
particularly resplendent in their summer outfits.
A quick stop at the ford over the river Tsiknias just east of Kalloni produced more Black-headed
Buntings, another Little Owl but not the Lesser Grey Shrike we had hoped for. A large flock of fifty
European Bee-eaters flew over us very high and the river mouth sand-bar had 4 Mediterranean Gulls
sitting on it, two of them were in their beautiful summer plumage.
We called it a day around 6pm, it had been an enjoyable but frustrating day, wind swept we returned to the
hotel for cold beer, aaaaaaaaaaahhhhh!
DAY 5 – TUESDAY 30TH APRIL 2019
POTAMIA SMALL RESERVOIR – CHRISTOU MARSHES – ACHLADERI PINE WOODS –
VATERA – AGIOS FOKAS – POLICHNITOS SALT PANS – KALLONI SALT PANS EAST AND
WEST TRACKS – ALYKES WETLAND
WEATHER: dry sunny warm all day, wind blustery but not as bad as yesterday. temp 23C
We had a great start to the day when some of the group set out just after 6am for a quick birding session
before breakfast at 7am. A small pool near the large Reservoir in the Potamia Valley is a regular roost site
for Black-crowned Night Herons which is a species we haven’t yet seen. We found two of them, both
immature birds but Night Herons nevertheless, on the way back we decided to stop off at the Christou
River where a Spur-winged Lapwing had been seen recently, it was a good decision as we saw, not one,
but two. Fantastic, a good island bird and a great one for our list.

After breakfast we drove to Achladeri pine woods, an area on the southern shore of the huge Gulf of
Kalloni. These pine woods are well-known for hosting the Kruper’s Nuthatch, a much sought-after
island species, for the last twenty years these little gems have nested in well-known tree-stumps and have
been very easy to find, this year however they are not there!! So, we had to walk the tracks and trails
hoping to bump into one or find a new nest site.

The very noisy Kruper’s Nuthatch
We first walked along a track where the pine forest was more open and was made up of much younger
trees. We spent an hour walking along the tracks looking and listening for the Kruper’s Nuthatch
without success, the morning light was superb, we had a clear blue sky, no wind and even at 8am it felt
warm. We did find Short-toed Treecreeper, lots of annoying Chaffinches, our first Blackcap and
several Serins which were also new for the list. As we began to leave the area we saw an incredible
mixture of raptors come up out of the forest. First an Eleonora’s Falcon flew off quickly but then a
Hobby, a female Red-footed Falcon and a Eurasian Sparrowhawk went up together and circled above
us, how amazing was that!
Our next sortie into the pine woods was made much nearer to the old nest sites of the Nuthatch and this
time we were successful. As we entered the woods we saw a group of birders ahead of us, they were
talking quite loudly and were getting very excited. As we approached it was obvious what was the causing
the excitement because we could hear the trilling of at least two Kruper’s Nuthatches. Smashing, we
watched at least three birds for the next twenty minutes and all of the group got to see this island speciality
very well
The bus was buzzing as we left the area about an hour later. We drove past some amazing fields of red
poppies and other colourful flowers as we made our way down to Vatera, the wind had picked up by the
time we got there, but we made a couple of stops before we reached our destination on the Agios Fokas
headland. A river-stop produced a Purple Heron (carrying a snake or an eel), lots of Black-headed
Buntings, Eastern Olivaceous Warbler, Reed Warbler, Cetti’s Warbler (heard) and the inevitable
Corn Buntings. We also had a better sighting of Sardinian Warbler, this area holds a good population
of this localised and very common scrub warbler.
At the headland we had lunch, just after lunch we had a short Orchid session, finding Holy and Pyramidal
Orchids and then we spent a little time sea-watching in very windy conditions. We saw several small
groups of Yelkouan Shearwaters and a single European Shag of the desmaresti subspecies. Eastern
Olivaceous Warbler and a family party of Sardinian Warblers showed very well as we climbed up the
pathway to the headland.

It was now after 2pm so we set off for Kalloni Salt Pans but not before the obligatory ice-cream stop in
Vatera. We kept to the shoreline of Kalloni Gulf on the return journey, passing through Skala Polichnitos
and a series of salt pans where nothing new was seen. Several wader species, gulls and terns were present
and a couple of hundred Yellow-legged Gulls. Again, the flower meadows were amazing as we drove
back, it really is a beautiful island in many ways.

At the Salt Pans we were too late for the stars of the show, both Dalmatian Pelican and Caspian Terns
had been seen for most of the day but we arrived just after they left, don’t you just hate that expression
“you should have been here five minutes ago”. Undeterred we spent the hour visiting several places
around the Pans, Alykes Wetland and Mesa. We walked a long way along the eastern channel at the pans
and our efforts were rewarded by views of Eurasian Spoonbill (albeit fast asleep) and two Eurasian
Curlews, also fast asleep to start with. At Alykes Wetland and the sheep field beyond we found a superb
Montagu’s Harrier, we watched this bird for quite a while even after it had caught its supper and sat on
the grass to eat it.
Our day was over, we had seen another great variety of species and added a dozen new sightings to our
Lesvos List which now stands at 141. We enjoyed our dinner at 7:30pm the group were in a buoyant mood
with plenty of laughter at the table.
DAY 6 TUESDAY 1ST MAY 2019
MELADIA VALLEY VIA ERESOS – SIGRI FIELDS – FANEROMENI LOWER FORD AND
BEACH – KALLONI SALT PANS
WEATHER: another bright and sunny day, the wind picked up in the afternoon. Max temp 25C
Our second visit to the west of the island was made today as we visited the coast just south of Sigri We
drove the track from Eresos to Sigri passing through some rugged countryside and crossing the ford at
Meladia. The first stop we made was just past Agra on the road to Eresos, a deserted farm dwelling with a
neglected orchard looked good for warblers and other migrant birds. We quickly found Red-backed
Shrike, Black-headed Bunting, Lesser Whitethroat and unusually, a Great Reed Warbler. It was a
little chilly out there, but a flock of European Bee-eaters flew in and our cold discomfort soon melted
away.
Once we got onto the ‘coastal track’ at Eresos we began birding in earnest, our first stop produced our first
Sombre Tit of the trip, we also saw Chukar, Spotted Flycatcher, Cretzschmar’s and Cirl Buntings,

Woodchat Shrike and lots of Corn Buntings. A couple of Peregrine Falcons and a pair of Ravens
worked the hillside ahead of us just as we left.

For the next hour we made our way slowly to the ford at Meladia which lies about half-way between
Eresos and Sigri, we had great views of several more Cretzschmar’s Buntings, as well as Black-eared
Wheatears, a single Cinereous Bunting and more Woodchat Shrikes. As we approached the ford the
number of bushes increased and so did our sightings. We added another species to the list when a
Common Redstart appeared briefly, Golden Orioles dashed about as they do, we also found a Bonelli’s
Warbler, Eastern Olivaceous Warbler, Cetti’s Warbler and to our great excitement an Icterine
Warbler.
At the ford a noisy pair of Ruddy Shelducks greeted us, we scanned the scrub around the pools either
side of the ford and found Spotted Flycatcher (1) and Pied Flycatcher (3). A Cetti’s Warbler showed
really well too. Scanning the hillside we found a bush with four Golden Orioles in it, both Woodchat
Shrike and Black-headed Bunting were perched on it, an amazing array of colour in just one bush.
Black-headed Bunting
A walk around a fig plantation produced
more Spotted Flycatchers, a couple of
Whinchats and a few more Golden Orioles.
Whilst eating lunch back at bus another
group called out a Pallid Harrier which we
all saw, it was very distance and I don’t think
the identification was a safe call at that
distance.
After receiving news of a Rufous Bush
Robin on the other side of the plantation we
dashed over there but the bird did not call or
show whilst we were searched the area. We
did find a very showy Eastern Orphean
Warbler and the number of Black-headed
Buntings was in double figures.

We worked our way along the track to Sigri, a Little Owl, a Marsh Harrier and a pair of Long-legged
Buzzards were the only notable sightings. We saw A Blackcap at the old Sanitorium and then found the
ice-cream shop in Sigri.
Our visit to the Lower Ford at Faneromeni produced a single female Western Yellow Wagtail of
indeterminate race, another Spotted Flycatcher and a lovely hirundine spectacle. Many swallows and
martins were hawking insects along the river and they all decided to perched up on the wires above us. In
one line we saw Barn and Red-rumped Swallows and House and Sand Martins, it was lovely to see so
many. A large flock of European Bee-eaters flew over as we were leaving.
The visit to the beach pool was very nice but it had very little to offer, we saw Little Ringed Plover,
Wood Sandpiper and a Common Sandpiper.
We headed back to Kalloni around 3:45pm and arrived at the Kalloni Salt Pans at 5pm, we had news of a
Broad-billed Sandpiper and we were determined to see this one. In the ‘Sheep Field’ at the Alykes
Wetland we scanned the remaining pools and came up trumps, at last we had this little gem in the bag!
Other species of note included Little Stint, Black Stork, White Winged Tern and a nice flock of Ruff.
Back at the hotel we enjoyed our bird log, we added a few new species to the trip tally which now stands
at 156.
DAY 7 – WEDNESDAY 2ND MAY 2019
MANDAROS, TSIKNIAS UPPER RIVER – AGIAS PARASKEVI – KREMASTES BRIDGE –
PERASMA RESERVOIR – KALLONI SALT PANS – ALYKES WETLANDS
WEATHER: all day sunshine, some fluffy clouds, distant thunder late afternoon. Temp 25C
There are not many island specialities left for us to find now, Olive-tree Warbler and Rufous Bush
Robin are the main two and Great Spotted Cuckoo is a rare summer visitor, we targeted those three
species today and hoped to pick up one or two others along the way.
The Starred Agama is very common on
Lesvos
A traditional breeding spot for the
Rufous Bush Robin is an area along the
upper part of the River Tsiknias called
Mandaros, we drove there at 7am and
parked the bus on a high piece of ground
which gave us commanding panoramic
views of the local farmland surrounded
by scrub and rocky hillsides. The air was
fresh with a chilly breeze and the light
was a photographer’s dream. We spent
nearly an hour watching the antics of
many birds as they set out territories,
seeing off rivals and chasing females, we
saw about 30 species down below us it was amazing. The Shrikes were prominent in our sightings, Redbacked were plentiful, Woodchat less so and Masked Shrikes were just one pair.

Subalpine, Eastern Orphean, Eastern
Olivaceous and Willow Warblers were all
seen well and Blackcap was noted too.
Eastern Black-eared Wheatear, Cirl
Bunting, Turtle Dove and Black-headed
Bunting were also worth mentioning. The
Rufous Bush Robin remained elusive, so
after another half-an-hour of searching we
left that wonderful area.
Temminck’s Stint
Net we drove through the village of Agias
Paraskevi and parked about 1 kilometer
further along the road to Napi where olive
groves dominated the landscape as far as the
eye could see. We entered the nearest Olive plantation and quickly heard the unmistakable song of the
Olive-tree Warbler. This bird is very loud and the song reminds me of the Great Reed Warbler’s
grating call, you also have to be careful because the Masked Shrike has a habit of mimicking the Olivetree Warbler which can be very confusing.
We all got to see to the warbler in flight and some lucky ones saw it perched, at one stage there were two
birds chasing one another around us. Just for luck a Masked Shrike added to the melee of bird song by
delivering its mimicry, but we were not fooled and it gave me the opportunity to point out the differences
between the real song and the imitation.
Our journey up to the Perasma Reservoir took us through Kalloni Town centre and passed the Scop’s
Copse, we slowed down on reaching the copse and saw a Scops Owl from the bus, an amazing 30kmh
owl tick!! At the reservoir we had two tracks to walk along both had the potential to produce a Greatspotted Cuckoo. The first had open scrub with large areas of grass on a sloping hillside, we saw Tawny
Pipit, more shrikes and wheatears and more warblers. We added Little Owl, Common Nightingale and
Cetti’s Warbler to the day-list and we saw both Long-legged Buzzard and Short-toed Eagle high up in
the sky. On the reservoir yet another Audouin’s Gull was present, this gull is normally very hard to find
on Lesvos, but we have had several sightings during this trip. We watched it and a series of nice
butterflies during our lunch.
Our second walk was along the main track which passes the reservoir and climbs up into a craggy valley
with much more dense woodland and scrub.
After 10 minutes or so a Great Spotted
Cuckoo flew down the valley from behind us
and perched in view about 100 metres or so
away. It then flew a long way off, flying in
front of us as it made its way down the
valley.
Rufous Bush Robin
After finding an ice-cream shop we left the
Petra area and drove back to Kalloni, we
drove straight to the beach area behind the
pans near an old jetty. In the tamarisk scrub
there is another territory of the Rufous Bush
Robin and this time the bird was home. We

had great views of the Robin for about 10 minutes before it flew off. We then spent an hour searching the
‘sheep field’ near Alykes Wetland searching for another Spur-winged Lapwing, this species had not yet
been seen by all of the group. We found the Broad-billed Sandpiper once again but no the Lapwing, we
enjoyed the late afternoon sunlight and an array of species that covered the fields. We found a single
orchid spike, the Loose leaved Species, before we got back into the bus and drove back to the hotel. We
noted Temminck’s Stint in the channel along the pans as we went along.
DAY 8 – THURSDAY 3RD MAY 2019
POTOMIA SMALL RESERVOIR – METOCHI LAKE – AGIASOS WOODLANDS – KALLONI
SALT PANS AND ALYKES WETLANDS
WEATHER: dry, sunny warm. Cloudy later with thunder. Temp 25C
This was our last full day and it was a relaxed affair! We had already seen all of the island’s specialities
and most of the ‘rare’ visitors so we had nothing to chase or track down. One or two of the group had
missed Black-crowned Night Heron so our first venue this morning was the small reservoir at Potomia.
A pre-breakfast visit saw us all in the van at 6:15 and fifteen minutes later we were watching Blackcrowned Night Herons and as we were not far from the small lake at Metochi we decided to pay our
second visit to this wonderful little spot.
The air was still, a shroud of thin mist covered the water adding a wonderful atmospheric ambiance to the
lake. We quickly found 3 Little Crakes, 2 Little Bitterns, several Reed Warblers and a couple of very
loud Great Reed Warblers. It was magical just watching an array of activity and some species that are
generally hard to see in other parts of Europe.

We also logged Eastern Olivaceous Warbler, Swifts and Swallows, Martins and a lovely Golden Oriole
sat out in the sun preening.

After breakfast we made our way to Agiasos stopping at Dimitrios and other places in the mature
pinewoods along the main road. We walked downhill alongside the babbling brook that flows down to
Dimitrios Chapel, there we noted our first Wren, we also saw Common Chiffchaff but not the Grey
Wagtail we expected to see.
Next we drove up through Agiasos and stopped
a few times before making a final stop at
Agiasos Sanitorium. One of our stops gave us
excellent views of a Goshawk, it was very
close as it drifted over us before soaring on the
thermals, reaching a great height.
Amanda’s Blue
We ate our picnic lunch at the side of the quiet
road before setting off on a Orchid search.
After half an hour we had 3 species of Orchid
in the bag and off we went for a walk in the
pine forest which led us down to the Sweet
Chestnut woods. We noted European Robin
and Song Thrush, we heard more Common
Chiffchaffs but generally the bird life was
quite spartan.
One incident sticks out in my mind, we heard
a series of tapping noises, it sound like a very
slow Woodpecker, I thought it might be a
Woodpecker making a nesting hole. Then Jo
called us over to see two Tortoises battling
head-to-head, they were bashing each other,
the tapping noise was in fact the tortoise
shells banging together! How amazing was
that?

The strange looking Little Egret seen at Dipi Larisos
Another orchid search near the back of the Santiorium produced two more species, Violet Limadore & a
Serapias (Tongue Orchid), we also had good views of European Serin but not much else.

We visited the huge reedbed at Dipi Larisos, where we saw a few species including a very colourful Little
Egret, this individual was covered in a brown resin stain and looked quite peculiar. We also saw a single
Curlew Sandpiper, Turtle Doves and a few pairs of Little Ringed Plovers. We nearly trod on a nest of
four eggs of the Plovers’ so we quickly vacated the area. At the beach we note dozens of Yellow-legged
Gulls and nothing else.
Our final port of call was the obligatory look at the Salt Pans and Alykes Wetlands, there had been reports
of Spur-winged Plover and a couple of the group had not yet seen this species. Our search of the ‘Sheep
Field’ produced a good number of species but not the Lapwing, the Broad-billed Sandpiper was still
there.

We called it a day at 5pm we were all tired and we needed time to pack our things in preparation for our
departure tomorrow. For the last night we ate our dinner in a restaurant in the village, it was lovely and a
bonus was the local Barn Owl, this bird breeds in a chimney near the main square and showed almost
immediately we got there. Another excursion before bedtime saw us wandering around the hotel grounds
looking for Eastern Hedgehog, we found one after about fifteen minutes, our last mammal of the trip.
Day 9 - SATURDAY 4TH MAY 2019
NAPI VALLEY - TRANSFER TO MYTILINE AIRPORT
WEATHER: hazy sunshine, quite a chilly start. Temp 15C
Our very last day arrived much too soon, however we did have enough time for a little birding session
before we went back to the hotel for breakfast and packing. Despite having seen nearly all of the species
this precious little island could offer we still wanted to see a Common Cuckoo, so at 6am we went into
the Napi Valley to look for one.
Just below the village of Napi a
small track peals off the main
road, the habitat of the area is oak
woodland with some olive
groves. We spent a lovely hour
finding many species, but we
never saw or heard a single
cuckoo.
My favourite place on the
Island – Metochi Lake
Breakfast was taken at 8am and
at 10am we were all loaded onto
the bus ready for our trip to the
airport. After checking-in for our
flight home we were able to sit
out on the beach for a short
while. We scanned the sea for
shearwaters, noting Yelkouan’s but not the Scopoli’s we had hoped for.
The tour was over, we left on time and all went our separate ways at London, Gatwick. We had seen 164
species of birds, lots of butterflies and really enjoyed the scenery whilst doing so. It had been, yet another,
wonderful tour of this beautiful Aegean Island gem. I’ll be back next year for sure.

SPECIES SEEN BETWEEN APRIL 26TH AND MAY 4TH 2019
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Chukar
Common Shelduck
Ruddy Shelduck
Mallard
Garganey
Yelkouan Shearwater
Black-necked Grebe
Little Grebe
Great Crested Grebe
Greater Flamingo
White Stork
Black Stork
Glossy Ibis
Eurasian Spoonbill
Eurasian Bittern
Little Bittern
Black-crowned Night-Heron
Squacco Heron
Little Egret
Great Egret
Grey Heron
Purple Heron
Great Cormorant
European Shag
Osprey
Short-toed Eagle
Western Marsh Harrier
Montagu's Harrier
Pallid Harrier
Long-legged Buzzard
Common Buzzard
European Honey Buzzard
Eurasian Sparrowhawk
Northern Goshawk
Common Kestrel
Lesser Kestrel
Red-footed Falcon
Eurasian Hobby
Eleonora’s Falcon
Peregrine Falcon
Water Rail
Little Crake
Common Moorhen

DATE SEEN

Scientific Name
Alectoris chukar
Tadorna tadorna
Tadorna ferruginea
Anas platyrynchos
Anas querquedula
Puffinus yelkouan
Podiceps nigricollis
Tachybaptus ruficollis
Podiceps cristatus
Phoenicopterus ruber
Ciconia ciconia
Ciconia nigra
Plegadis falcinellus
Platalea leucorodia
Botaurus stellaris
Ixobrychus minutus
Nycticorax nycticorax
Ardeola ralloides
Egretta garzetta
Egretta alba
Ardea cinerea
Ardea purpurea
Phalacrocorax carbo
Phalacrocorax a, desmarestii
Pandion haliaetus
Circaetus gallicus
Circus aeruginosus
Circus pygargus
Circus macrourus
Buteo rufinus
Buteo buteo
Pernis apivorus
Accipiter nisus
Accipter gentilis
Falco tinnunculus
Falco naumanni
Falco vespertinus
Falco subuteo
Falco eleonorae
Falco peregrinus
Rallus aquaticus
Porzna parva
Gallinula chloropus
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Eurasian Coot
Pied Avocet
Black-winged Stilt
Stone Curlew
Collared Pratincole
Little Ringed Plover
Common Ringed Plover
Kentish Plover
Spur-winged Plover
Sanderling
Dunlin
Curlew Sandpiper
Broad-billed Sandpiper
Temminck’s Stint
Little Stint
Wood Sandpiper
Common Sandpiper
Common Greenshank
Marsh Sandpiper
Eurasian Curlew
Ruff
Black-headed Gull
Slender-billed Gull
Mediterranean Gull
Yellow-legged Gull
Audouin's Gull
Little Tern
Sandwich Tern
Gull-billed Tern
Common Tern
Black Tern
White-winged Tern
Whiskered Tern
Rock Dove /Feral Pigeon
Common Wood-Pigeon
Eurasian Collared Dove
European Turtle Dove
Common Cuckoo
Great-spotted Cuckoo
Barn Owl
Little Owl
Eurasian Scops Owl
Common Swift
Alpine Swift
Eurasian Hoopoe
European Bee-eater
Middle-spotted Woodpecker
Crested Lark

SCIENTIFIC NAME
Fulica atra
Recurvirostra avosetta
Himantopus himantopus
Burhinus oedicnemus
Glareola pratincola
Charadrius dubius
Charadrius hiaticula
Charadrius alexandrinus
Vinelus spinosus
Calidris alba
Calidris alpina
Calidris ferruginea
Limicola falcinellus
Calidris temminckii
Calidris minuta
Tringa glareola
Actitis hypoleucos
Tringa nebularia
Tringa stagnatilis
Numenius arquata
Philomachus pugnax
Larus ridibundus
Larus genei
Larus melanocephalus
Larus michahellis
Larus audouinii
Sterna albifrons
Sterna sandvicensis
Sterna nilotica
Sterna hirundo
Chlidonias niger
Chlidonias leucoptera
Chlidonias hybridus
Columba livia feral
Columba palumbus
Streptopelia decaocto
Streptopeliia turtur
Cuculus canorus
Clamator glandularis
Tyto alba
Athene noctua
Otus scops
Apus apus
Apus melba
Upupa epops
Merops apiaster
Dendrocopus medius
Galerida cristata
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Wood Lark
Greater Short-toed Lark
Sand Martin
Eurasian Crag Martin
Barn Swallow
Red-rumped Swallow
House Martin
Tawny Pipit
Red-throated Pipit
White Wagtail
Western Yellow Wagtail
Blue-headed Yellow Wagtail
Black-headed Yellow Wagtail
Grey-headed Yellow Wagtail
‘Romanian’ Yellow Wagtail
European Robin
Common Nightingale
Rufous Bush Robin
Common Redstart
Northern Wheatear
Isabelline Wheatear
Eastern Black-eared Wheatear
Whinchat
European Stonechat
Song Thrush
Mistle Thrush
Eurasian Blackbird
Blue Rock Thrush
Blackcap
Common Whitethroat
Lesser Whitethroat
Eastern Orphean Warbler
Sardinian Warbler
Ruppell’s Warbler
Subalpine Warbler
Sedge Warbler
Cetti's Warbler
Reed Warbler
Great Reed Warbler
Icterine Warbler
Olive-tree Warbler
Eastern Olivaceous Warbler
Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler
Common Chiffchaff
Wren
Spotted Flycatcher
Pied Flycatcher
Great Tit

SCIENTIFIC NAME
Lullula arborea
Calandrella brachydactyla
Riparia riparia
Ptyonoprogne rupestris
Hirundo rustica
Cecropis daurica
Delichon urbicum
Anthus campestris
Anthus cervinus
Motacilla alba
Motacilla flava
Motacilla flava flava
Motacilla flava feldegg
Motcalilla flava thunbergi
Motcalilla flava dombrowski
Erithacus rbecula
Luscinia megarhynchos
Cercotrichas galactotes syriacus
Phoenicurus phoenicurus
Oenanthe oenanthe
Oenanthe isabellina
Oenanthe h melanoleuca
Saxicola rubetra
Saxicola torquata
Turdus philomelos
Turdus viscivorus
Turdus merula
Monticola salitarius
Sylvia atricapilla
Sylvia communis
Sylvia curruca
Sylvia crassirostris
Sylvia melanocephala
Sylvia rueppelli
Sylvia cantillans
Acrocephalus schoenobaenus
Cettia cetti
Acrocephalus scirpaecus
Acrocephalus arundinaceus
Hippolais icterina
Hippolais olivetorum
Hippolais pallida
Phylloscopus orientalis
Phylloscopus collybita
Troglodytes troglodytes
Ficedula striata
Ficedula hypoleuca
Parus major
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Eurasian Blue Tit
Sombre Tit
Long-tailed Tit
Kruper’s Nuthatch
Western Rock Nuthatch
Wood Nuthatch
Short-toed Treecreeper
Red-backed Shrike
Woodchat Shrike
Masked Shrike
Eurasian Jay
Eurasian Jackdaw
Hooded Crow
Common or Northern Raven
Golden Oriole
House Sparrow
Spanish Sparrow
Rock Sparrow
Common Chaffinch
Eurasian Linnet
European Goldfinch
European Greenfinch
European Serin
Ortolan Bunting
Cretzschmar’s Bunting
Cirl Bunting
Cinereous Bunting
Black-headed Bunting
Corn Bunting

SCIENTIFIC NAME
Parus caeruleus
Parus lugubris
Aegithalos c. tephronotus
Sitta kruepei
Sitta neumayer
Sitta europaea
Certhia brachydactyla
Lanius collurio
Lanius senator
Lanius nubicus
Garrulus grandarius
Corvus monedula
Corvus cornix
Corvus corax
Oriolis oriolis
Passer domesticus
Passer hispaniolensis
Petronia petronia
Fringella coelebs
Carduelis cannabina
Carduelis carduelis
Carduelis chloris
Serinus serinus
Emberiza hortulana
Emberiza caesia
Emberiza cirlus
Emberiza cineracea
Emberiza melanocephala
Miliaria calandra
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SIGHTINGS OF INTERESTING OR COMMON:
MAMMALS/AMPHIBIANS/REPTILES/
BUTTERFLIES/DRAGONFLIES/INSECT SPECIES
Eastern Hedgehog
Red Fox
Persian Squirrel

Erinaceus concolor
Vulpes vulpes
Sciurus anomalus

X
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X

Marsh Frog
Tree Frog
Balkan Wall Lizard
Balkan Green Lizard
Glass Lizard
Spur-thighed Tortoise
Stripe-necked Terrapin

Pelophylax ridibundus
Hula arborea
Podarcis tauricus
Laccerta trilineata
Pseudopus apodus
Testudo graeca
Sciurus anomalus

X
X
X
X
X
X
X

2 3
X X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X

X
H
X

4
X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X
X

X

X
X

X
X

X

European Pond Terrapin
Ottoman’s Viper
Grass Snake
European Tree-Frog

Emys orbicularis
Vipera xanthina
Natrix natrix
Hyla arborea
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Scarce Swallowtail
Swallowtail
Eastern Festoon
Large White
Small White
Eastern Dappled White
Black-veined White
Clouded Yellow
Red Admiral
Peacock
Painted Lady
Small Tortoiseshell
Lesser Spotted Fritillary
Marbled White
Persian Meadow Brown
Small Heath
Wall
Small Copper
Brown Argus
Amanda’s Blue
Common Blue
Marbled Skipper
Grizzled Skipper

Iphiclides podalirius
Papillo machaon
Zerynthia cerisyi
Pieris brassiae
Artogeia rapae
Euchloe ausonia
Aporia crataegi
Colias croceus
Vanessa atalanta
Aglais io
Vanessa cardui
Aglais urticae
Melitaea
Melanargia galathea
Maniola telmessia
Coenonympha pamphilis
Lasiommata megera
Lycaena phlaeas
Aricia agestis
Agrodiaetus amanda
Polyammatus icarus
Carcharodus lavatherae
Pyrgus malvae
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