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Places Visited 
 

 

DAY 1 – TUES 5TH  

 

TRANSFER FROM MADRID TO EXTREMADURA WITH STOPS AT: 
ALAMARAZ ORCHID FIELDS – ARROCAMPO NATURE RESERVE – 
JARAICEJO HEATHLAND – THREE BRIDGES OVER THE RIO ALMONTE 
 

DAY 2 – WED 6TH  

MONFRAGÚE NATIONAL PARK ALL DAY 

DAY 3 – THURS 7TH   

 

A DAY OUT ON THE PLAINS OF SANTA MARTA AND CÁSERES  

DAY 4 – FRI 8TH    

 

JARAICEJO HEATHLAND – EMBALSE DE ALCORRÍN – ARROYO 
PIZARROSO – MADRIGALEJO RICE FIELDS  

DAY 5 – SAT  9TH    

 

TRANSFER FROM EXTREMADURA TO COTO DOÑANA WITH STOPS AT 
MÉRIDA, EMBALSE ALANGE AND ALAMILLO PARK IN CENTRAL SEVILLA  

DAY 6 – SUN 10TH   

 

LAGUNA MADRE DE MARISMAS – LA ROCINA – PALACIO DE ACEBRON 
(WOODLAND WALK) – ACEBUCHE VISITOR’S CENTRE – LAGUNA MARDE 
DE MARISMAS  

DAY 7 – MON 11TH    

 

PUENTA DEL AJOLI (EL ROCIO) – MATALASCAÑAS CLIFFS – MARISMAS 
O’DIEL, HUELVA – LAGUNA EL PORTIL – RIO PIEDRAS, ROMPIDO – 
LAGUNA MADRE DE MARISMAS  

DAY 8 – TUES 12TH  

 

VEDO DEL QUEMA – DEHESA DE PILAR - LAGUNA DEHESA ABAJO – 
TRACK TO JOSÉ VALVERDE CENTRE – LAGUNA MADRE DE MARISMAS 
 

DAY 9 – WEDS 13TH  

 

TRANSFER TO MALAGA FROM COTO DONANA WITH STOPS AT LAGUNA 
FUENTE DE PIEDRAS AND GUADALHORCE NATURAL PARK. 
 

DAY 10 – THURS 14TH  

 

TRANSFER TO MALAGA AIRPORT FOR OUR FLIGHT HOME 

 



Group leader: Bob Buckler 

Participants; Paul Edlin, Mike Hails, Phil Hitchen, Vanessa Chapman, Frances Evans, Jenny 

Brumhead & Roger Hales (Roger had to pull out at the last minute because of a +ve Covid Test). 

DAY 1 – TUESDAY 5TH APRIL 2022 

TRANSFER FROM MADRID TO EXTREMADURA WITH STOPS AT: ALAMARAZ ORCHID 
FIELDS – ARROCAMPO NATURE RESERVE – JARAICEJO HEATHLAND – THREE BRIDGES 
OVER THE RIO ALMONTE 
 

WEATHER: dull and overcast all day, very windy. Top temp. 7C 

The group arrived safely just after 9pm on Monday 4th, I collected them from Madrid Airport and 

transferred them to our overnight hotel in Barajas. This morning we all met at 6:45 in a local café 

for toast and coffee. 

 

sunrise over Madrid Airport – red sky in the morning...........? 

We were on our way by 7:30am heading southwest out of the city towards Extremadura. We did 

see White Stork in the plaza at Barajas, just as we left in the dark. During the journey many 

species were recorded and some were even identified: both Red & Black Kites, Common 

Buzzard, Common Kestrel, Corn Bunting, Eurasian Magpie, Spotless Starling, Marsh Harrier and 

lots more White Storks were all seen. 

After leaving the metropolis of Madrid it started to drizzle and as we progressed the rain increased 

in intensity, we stopped for Coffee and a snack before making the final leg of the journey, arriving 

at Almaraz at 10am. 



Having scouted out this lovely orchid spot last week it was a pleasure to return there so soon and 

with a group of very enthusiastic people. We saw most of the Orchid species I listed last week, 

but the majority of the Mirror Orchids had gone over and only a few individuals remained. We 

saw Naked-Man, Champagne, Yellow, Woodcock, Mirror, Tongue and Conical Orchids. 

We also noted a few birds during our flower-watching session:  Short-toed Eagle, Common 

Buzzard, Griffon Vulture, Corn Bunting, Chaffinch, Blackbird, Serin, Greenfinch and we heard a 

Cirl Bunting. 

 

a bunch of Naked Man Orchids 

For the next couple of hours we visited the nature reserve at Arrocampo just up the road a 

little way from Almaraz. We stopped near the main causeway between the main part of the 

reservoir, it was very windy there, a cold biting wind, 6C was recorded on the bus dashboard but 

it felt much colder. 



 

I love this one -  Conical Orchid 

 

a close up of the beautiful Conical Orchid 

We managed to see a few species of birds, Purple Herons were everywhere, Great Egrets were 

dotted about the reedbeds, Purple Swamphens foraged at the base of the reeds. We heard one 

or two Savi’s Warblers, but the wind kept them down, out of sight. 

We collected the keys to the hides from the visitor’s centre and spent a little time in each of the 

three hides. They are raised hides to give good views over the embalse (reservoir) and reedbeds. 



From the hides we saw Gull-billed and Whiskered Terns, Black-headed Gulls, Continental 

(sinensis) Cormorants, Little & Cattle Egrets, a single Black-winged Stilt, two Ferruginous Ducks, 

but not a lot else on the water (which was steaming!! It is used to cool the reactors of the Almaraz 

nuclear power plant and was obviously warmer then 6C). 

 Birds of prey filled the sky, vultures, eagles, buzzards, harriers, kestrels and kites, Extremadura 

always has a sky-full of raptors in the spring, summer and autumn. Over the water hundreds of 

Sand Martins were joined by House Martins and Barn Swallows but very few warbles were seen 

in the area. We had excellent views of a pair of Crested Larks, also Spanish Sparrows, a brief 

Zitting Cisticola, a Hoopoe and some Goldfinches. 

We ate a tortilla lunch in the town before heading off to Jaraicejo heathland to look for Dartford 

& Spectacled Warblers, it was a complete waste of time, far too windy, nothing was showing at 

all. More vultures filled the sky, ominously circling above us? 

The last birding session of the day was in the valley below the village of Jaraicejo where 3 bridges 

span the Rio Almonte. We stood on the ‘oldest of the three, the 15th century ‘Puente de Cardenal’ 

and spent a fabulous hour as we watched dozens of birds in a relatively sheltered area. 

 

the 3-bridges valley near Jaraicejo –  
you can just make out the most modern, third bridge, in the top-right of the picture 

Crag Martins gave excellent views below us whilst both Common and Pallid Swifts hawked very 

low above us. We saw three species of Wagtails, White, Yellow (Iberiae) and Grey. Also, we saw 

Blue Rock Thrush, Spanish Sparrow, Woodchat Shrike, Blackcap, Blue & Great Tit, Stonechat, 

Cirl Bunting and Corn Buntings. 



 

the Rio Almonte taken from the Puente de Cardenal  (a 15th century bridge) 

Both Griffon and Black Vultures were ever present in the sky, we saw another Short-toed Eagle 

and a distant Spanish Imperial Eagle (just me), also Black and Red Kites. We gave up around 

5pm and set off for our hotel arriving some 25 minutes later. We saw Mallard, Little Grebe, Iberian 

Magpies, Spotless Starlings, lots of Eurasian Magpies, a single Raven flew past the bus as we 

trundled along. 

 

a record shot of the distant Woodchat Shrike 



Whilst on the hotel steps I spotted another Spanish Imperial Eagle, but it was drifting away and 

once again no-one else got onto it. We settled into our rooms and met up at 7:30pm for a pre-

dinner drink and to run through our checklist. We called out 61 species, but sighting of the 

day, was voted as the ‘field of orchids’!! 

DAY 2 – WEDNESDAY 6TH APRIL 2022 

MONFRAGÚE NATIONAL PARK ALL DAY 

WEATHER: wall to wall sunshine all day, top temp 18C light breeze which increased late 

afternoon. 

Breakfast was served at 8am and we were finished and loading up the bus an hour later, the 

short trip into the park took about 10 minutes. 

Our first stop was the cliff face below the Castillo de Monfragüe where you can see Griffon 

Vultures on their nests and a few other species that breed on the rock face. Several pairs of 

Griffon Vultures were present and we also enjoyed good views of Serins, Black Redstarts, Crag 

Martin, Red-rumped Swallows and a few House Martins. 

 

Griffon Vulture 

A short walk along the lane didn’t produce many more species except for typical garden birds 

such as Blue & Great Tits, Blackbird, Blackcap and Chaffinches. 

The viewing area around the Salto de Gitano was crowded as usual with many photographers 

present, it is a wonderful site for viewing vultures in flight. We spent a lovely hour there watching 



the vultures wake up and gather in the sky as the air warmed up. We saw all three European 

Vulture species, Griffon, Cinereous (Black) and Egyptian. 

 

Crag Martin 

We were lucky enough to see Peregrine Falcon, Black Kite, a distant Imperial Eagle and a Short-

toed Eagle, once again I spotted a distant bird that no-one else got onto, it was a Booted Eagle. 

On the rocks at the base of the huge cliff face of the Salto we saw two different nests of the Black 

Stork with parents in attendance and on the rocks all around we watched at least four male Blue 

Rock Thrushes, also Black Redstarts, Rock Buntings, Goldfinches, Wrens, Crag Martins and 

more Chaffinches. 



 

the beautiful Blue Rock Thrush 

Driving down to the large bridge over the Rio Tajo we parked the bus and began a walk along 

the Fuente de Frances trail. Immediately after we left the bus a Bonelli’s Eagle flew very low over 

the top of us, not more than 20 meters above us, wow!! The walk along the trail gave us good 

views of the bridge which hosts thousands of pairs of House Martins, we searched for Alpine 

Swifts and eventually found a few pairs. 

The walk produced more Blackcap sightings but no other migrant warblers, we did see the 

Bonelli’s Eagle again as we returned to the bus. Our next stop was for lunch in the village of 

Villareal in the centre of the park. We sat out in lovely warm sunshine and ate our bocadillos 

(filled rolls) and drank lovely coffee or cold drinks. 

Driving deeper into the park we stopped at the Mirador Tajadillo where we saw a pair of Egyptian 

Vultures mating and a few Siskins in the car park. Black Kites roamed the cliff face and a few 

Griffon Vultures sat on nests. 

 



 

Egyptian Vultures mating 

We crossed the dam and made our way to the Mirador de Portilla de Tiétar where we spent some 

time looking for better views of the Imperial Eagle. We saw Short-toed Eagle hovering, lots more 

vultures (Cinereous and Griffon) and more Black Kites. As we left Mike called out an Imperial 

Eagle, we had excellent views in superb afternoon light of the bird, what treat for all of us. 

 

the brightly coloured Serin 



A walk in the dehesa (managed cork-oak woodland) produced a few good sightings. Woodlarks 

were walking about in the grass which had been ‘ploughed’ up in places by Wild Boar, we also 

saw several Woodchat Shrikes, Azure-winged Magpies, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Short-toed 

Treecreeper, Eurasian Nuthatch, Spotless Starling, we also heard Common Cuckoo, Eurasian 

Hoopoe (it showed to a few of us), but we didn’t see a single warbler. We did find some more 

Tongue Orchids and we saw a female Ocellated Lizard! 

 

Short-toed Eagle hovering 

Finally we sat in the late afternoon sunlight at the hotel Rural de Puerta de Monfragüe eating ice-

creams, where we had another great sighting of an Imperial Eagles. As we left we gathered some 

information about the sighting of an Eagle Owl from the Castillo de Monfragüe so we decided to 

drive up there and give it a try. 

From the car park at the Castillo we had to climb a stone staircase with over 100 steps, that was 

tough at this late hour. From the top we could not find the Owl! Paul’s camera battery died, so he 

walked all the way down to the bus and back again to get his spare!! He got some excellent eye-

level shots of vultures after he got is breath back. 

We enjoyed the afternoon sunlight, but a chilly wind had developed so we retired for the day. 

After driving into the village of Torrejon el Rubio for petrol and snacks for tomorrow, we arrived 

back at the hotel at 6:30pm. 

We ate dinner at 8:30pm the service was very slow, the restaurant was very busy, it wasn’t until 

10pm that we were served our desserts!! 



DAY 3 – THURSDAY 7TH APRIL 2022 

A DAY OUT ON THE PLAINS OF SANTA MARTA AND CÁSERES 

WEATHER: wall to wall sunshine all day, a light, cool, breeze increasing in the afternoon. Top 

temp 18C 

Well what a day, all of our target birds were found and we had great views of them too! We 

collected our picnic breakfasts at 7:15am and set off for Trujillo in the dark. By the time we arrived 

it was light but really quite chilly, 4C 

We stopped on the edge of town to view the Lesser Kestrel colony, it was amazing. A lot of activity 

with many birds in view, the sky around the colony was full of Kestrels, a kettle of Kestrels. Many 

sat perched on, or near, the nest boxes at the top of the buildings we had excellent views of them. 

 

a male Lesser Kestrel 

Spotless Starlings, Jackdaws, Collared Doves and House Sparrows added to the morning 

cacophony of bird sound, one Starling was mimicking Nightingale, Bee-eater and Chaffinch and 

performed really well. 

From there we drove out of town in the direction of Cáseres on the old road and after about a 

couple of k’s we stopped at an old bridge over the Rio Magasca. Bird song rang out from all 

directions, with Common Nightingale and Cetti’s Warbler competing for the loudest song award! 

We saw both of those, also Common Kingfisher, Corn Bunting, Crested Lark, Spanish Sparrow, 

Goldfinch, Zitting Cisticola, Woodchat Shrike and lots of White Storks. A Black-winged Stilt flew 

over us as we got back into the bus. 



Driving slowly towards Cáseres we noted Common Buzzard, Mallard, Griffon Vulture, Iberian 

(Azure-winged) Magpie, Black Kites and a Marsh Harrier. We turned off towards Santa Marta de 

Magasca, the landscape changed from Dehesa, to tamarisk & broom scrub to grassland, we 

stopped on the brow of a hill. 

 

a distant Great Bustard ‘strutting his stuff’ 

From our vantage point we were able to scan a good expanse of the grassland plains and 

immediately came across a huge flock of Pin-tailed Sandgrouse. Over 100 individuals sat out in 

the field and the number of larks was incredible. Calandra Larks sang from the ground, on low 

rocks, fence posts and from the sky, they chased one another as they paired off. Crested and 

Skylarks were also seen and heard and many Corn Buntings had their say too! 

 

the group enjoying sandgrouse sightings 



Looking behind us we could see four or five Great Bustards and one male was performing his 

‘inside out’ trick! It looked incredible, how could a bird transform into such a ball of colour and 

fluffiness. He strutted around the females and none of them seemed the least bit interested, in 

fact after a while most of them flew off. 

We then made a short stop back down the lane below the hill to look for Stone Curlew, a single 

individual sat in the tamarisk scrub, we saw more Iberian Magpies, heard a Common Cuckoo and 

noted our first Iberian Grey Shrike. 

Further towards Santa Marta we turn onto a wide track leading down between the grass meadows 

where we spent a couple of hours enjoying some great birding moments, I enjoy this part of any 

trip. Perfect weather, great birds and to watch an enthusiastic group issuing superlatives as they 

meet some species for the first time. 

We saw more Great Bustards before we found a single male Little Bustard, he was performing 

his courtship display but only half-heartedly, we couldn’t see a female anywhere. A female 

Montagu’s Harrier was nice to see, both of these latter species are getting quite hard to find now 

in this part of Extremadura. 

Driving further along the track we found two Black-bellied Sandgrouse before seeing a good flock 

of them feeding in a pasture full of cows. In fact, both species of sandgrouse fed side by side with 

many more Black-bellied being in view. 

As the day warmed up so more and more raptors appeared, vultures mainly, but also Marsh 

Harrier, Short-toed Eagles, Black & Red Kites, Common Kestrel and we found a Little Owl sitting 

on a wall. We noted Meadow Pipits along the track but did not locate a single Short-toed Lark or 

a Tawny Pipit which was surprising. 

After a quick coffee stop in the plaza at Santa Marta we drove on towards Cáseres, we stopped 

for lunch at another bridge, this one spanned the Rio Tamuja, it was so peaceful, no traffic, just 

the sound of wildlife. Marsh Frogs, the breeze stirring the grass and the rustling leaves of the 

trees and broom shrubs. We watched Crag Martins building their nests and White Wagtails 

chasing along the stream, we also noted Common Stonechat, Chaffinches and Blackcaps 

practicing their summer song. 

‘Roller’ alley was our next venue. This is an area on the Llanos of Cáseres, an area of undulating 

hills, with rocky outcrops, some broom scrub and open pasture. A line of disused telegraph poles 

has been furnished with modern (none wooden) nest boxes, specifically for the European Roller. 

There are hundreds of boxes out there, most are taken by Jackdaws, Lesser Kestrels, Common 

Kestrels and Starlings, but Rollers do use them. We saw one individual European Roller, it was 

beautiful and well appreciated by the group especially in flight! 



We then turned onto a side track and began a bumpy journey which was to last nearly two hours, 

boy was the track in need of some TLC. Despite our slow progress and the bumpy ride we 

enjoyed some great birding. Watching Hoopoes. European Bee-eaters, Woodchat & Iberian Grey 

Shrikes, Red-legged Partridges, our first Northern Wheatears and no-end of raptors. We had 

excellent views of our first Booted Eagles and enjoyed more Short-toed Eagles and of course the 

Vultures and kites. An Egyptian Mongoose ran across the track in front of the bus towards the 

end of the journey. 

 

Spanish Sparrows taking a bath 

Finally we arrived at the Embalse de Talavan where we spent the late afternoon making some 

fantastic sightings especially of cuckoos. After visiting the roadside hide area where saw Spanish 

Sparrows ( a colony with literally thousands of pairs), also Zitting Cisticola, we found a very young 

Viperine Snake on the road (so we rescued it) and our first Spanish Festoon butterfly. 

 

Viperine Snake seen on the road at Embalse Talavan 



Driving round to the dam area we bumped into a Great Spotted Cuckoo, an excellent find by 

Vanessa from the back of the bus. We went on to see at least three more of these enigmatic 

parasitic species, they flew around making their harsh calls and giving us excellent views. 

 

Great Spotted Cuckoo 

The water of the reservoir was poorly furnished with birds, just one pair of Mallards, a single Great 

Crested Grebe, three Northern Lapwings and a couple of Green Sandpipers, we did see a very 

distant plover (probably Little-ringed) but it disappeared. We saw a Common Cuckoo in flight as 

we bumped along the dirt track back to the main road. 

 

the Rio Almonte near Cáseres 



Our very last stop of the day was the large bridge over the Rio Almonte as we headed back 

towards Torrejón el Rubio. The river level was so low you could see two older bridges which had 

be submerged when the river was dammed, but now exposed by the lack of water. Our short visit 

was superb, the late afternoon sunlight was exquisite, the wildflowers and butterflies were a joy 

to see, we noted Brimstone Butterflies, Small Copper, Small Heath, Western Dappled White, a 

Silver ‘Y’ Moth and a new Orchid for the list, Sawfly Orchid. 

 

Sawfly Orchid 

We watched a pair of Hoopoes entering holes in a stone wall looking for food or a prospecting 

for a nest site? We saw our target bird, the Black Wheatear, hundreds of House Martins, Crag 

Martins and one or two Alpine Swifts. We called it day after that visit and headed back to the 

hotel. It took twenty minutes to return to the hotel, arriving around 6:30pm. 

Dinner was a joyous affair, the menu was good, the wine was flowing and spirit of the group was 

amazing, I have never heard so much laughter, things are going well, me thinks! 

DAY 4 – FRIDAY 8TH APRIL 2022 

JARAICEJO HEATHLAND – EMBALSE DE ALCORRÍN – ARROYO PIZARROSO – 

MADRIGALEJO RICE FIELDS 



WEATHER; overcast for most of the day with some sunshine late afternoon, light cold breeze. 

Top temp 16C 

It was quite dull when we set off from the hotel this morning, but the air was still and it didn’t feel 

as cold as the previous two mornings. Nevertheless, we were all wrapped up in warm clothing for 

our visit to the open, exposed heath above Jaraicejo. It took just twenty minutes to get there, we 

drove through a few kilometers of dehesa, stopping to look at few species along the way. 

Our first Eurasian Jay of the trip flew across the road in front of us before we stopped to look at 

a magnificent Short-toed Eagle sitting on a pylon, we also noted Red-legged Partridge, Iberian 

Magpie, Woodchat Shrike and some Spanish Sparrows. 

The heath was very quiet, a few birds were singing but not many at all. We saw Iberian Grey 

Shrike on the wires and several Thekla Larks were dashing about or singing. The Dartford 

Warbler was one of our target birds and we got to see many of them, a lot of male birds were 

song-flighting or sitting on the top of the broom singing. 

 

The iconic bird of the heathland – Dartford Warbler 

Seeing the Spectacled Warbler was a different matter, we spent over an hour walking along the 

track looking and listening without a single sighting, I can only assume that they have not returned 

to their breeding sites just yet! In the meantime, we enjoyed a stream of Vultures flying very low 

over the area, including a single Egyptian Vulture and Mike produced yet another Imperial Eagle, 

what a great bird! 

After driving back into Trujillo to buy lunch supplies, we set off for the rice fields at Madrigalejo, 

we stopped for coffee along the way in the village of Herguijuela, in a small park we noted Black 

Redstart, Serin and we found a Goldfinch sitting on a nest. 



We then drove to the huge Reservoir next to the village of Alcorrín where we ate our picnic lunch, 

along the way we stopped at a small lake where we added Eurasian Spoonbill, Grey Heron, Great 

Cormorant, Gadwall, Shoveler, Mallard and Little Grebe to the day list. At the Reservoir we 

stopped along the approach road below the dam to admire a party of European Bee-eaters, they 

were using a fence close to the road as a ‘base’ for their aerial sorties. 

 

a view of the embalse from our picnic site 

At the reservoir we enjoyed some long distant birding! Great Crested and Little Grebes, Black-

headed Gulls, Mallard, Shoveler, more Eurasian Spoonbills, Cattle and Little Egrets, Eurasian 

Coot, Common Moorhen and lots of Barn Swallows and House Martins. A Thekla Lark sat on a 

nearby bush calling with a mouth full of food, we realised that the bird was waiting for us to move 

on before it flew down to its nest, so we moved on quickly. 

 



 

bad hair day on the wind-swept dam wall – Cattle Egrets 

The ‘wildlife’ part of the reservoir had more species of birds in it, we parked near a smaller, second 

dam and scanned a much smaller pool. All the same ducks were there, but we added 

Greenshank, Green Sandpiper, Cetti’s Warbler and Black-crowned Night Heron to the list. Three 

individuals of the latter species were inadvertently flushed as we disembarked from the vehicle. 

After 30 minutes of scanning we moved on, stopping once again to see the Bee-eaters near the 

main dam. 

 

there must have been a good sighting behind us 

 



Many of the rice fields all around Madridgalejo appeared to be abandoned or replaced by olive 

or fruit trees, it was very disappointing to see this new land use, hardly any water was standing 

in the fields. 

The arroyo Pizarroso had been dredged and the trees and reeds cut right back (it was getting 

quite overgrown the last time I visited), so it was now quite open. We saw Green Sandpiper, 

Cetti’s Warbler, Common Nightingale, Common Kingfisher and we heard a Water Rail a few 

times. 

The surrounding area seemed devoid of birdlife, we couldn’t find Tree Sparrows, any warblers 

or Common Waxbills. A very dark looking Night Heron was all we found. A few butterflies were 

on the wing: Common Blue, Small Copper and Western Dappled White. We heard Stripeless 

Tree Frogs calling and a few Marsh Frogs but nothing else stirred on the stream. 

 

I have never seen such a dark Night Heron as this one, melanistic I presume? 

Our visit to more rice fields nearer to the village of Madrigalejo produced a few birds but not many: 

we caught up with several small flocks of Red Avadavats with a few Common Waxbills (both 

invasive, escapee species). 

 We had great views of Iberian Shrike, Eurasian Hoopoe, a Cattle Egret flock of 50+ birds, Marsh 

Harriers, Black Kites and the usual vultures. Mike had ventured off on his own, we drove down a 

side track to collect him, he had heard Common Quail and seen a Gull-billed Tern and we all saw 

Serin and Yellow Wagtail, a nice male Iberiae subspecies. 

 



 

female Red Avadavat (above) and the male Red Avadavat losing breeding plumage 

 

It was now 5pm and we had a long drive back to the hotel which took us an hour, it was our last 

day in the area, tomorrow we are driving down to Coto Doñana for the second phase of our tour, 

we shall travel via Mérida and Sevilla. 

DAY 5 – SATURDAY 9TH APRIL 2022 

TRANSFER FROM EXTREMADURA TO COTO DOÑANA WITH STOPS AT MÉRIDA, 

EMBALSE ALANGE AND ALAMILLO PARK IN CENTRAL SEVILLA – LAGUNA MADRE DE 

MARISMAS, EL ROCÍO 

WEATHER: dull and overcast with mist and drizzling rain until we reached Sevilla where we had 

bright sunshine and 20C. Light breeze. 



I set the group a target of seeing 30 species whilst we were driving down from Extremadura to 

Coto Donana for a bit of fun, they cracked it easily even though most of them were sleeping some 

of the way! Our first stop was in the famous town of Mérida, we parked near the Roman Bridge 

over the Rio Guadiana and walked along the river bank and then up onto the bridge itself. 

Birds were everywhere, dozens of them! Cattle Egrets and Glossy Ibis filled the sky with House 

Martins, Barn Swallows, Common and Alpine Swifts, Feral Pigeons, Black Kites and distant 

Vultures. We watched several Willow Warblers in the scrub, some of the group saw a Penduline 

Tit, we also watched Cetti’s Warbler, our first Sedge Warbler, Willow Warblers, Greenfinches, 

Wren, Spotless Starlings, Jackdaws and other common garden birds, 

 

Mérida has the longest Roman Bridge still in existence, in the world, at 790 meters!  

In the reeds we found Moorhen, Coot and Purple Swamphen (with a chick), Night Herons sat in 

the bushes, Eurasian Spoonbills, White Storks, Little Egrets and Grey Herons made up the list. 

The Alpine Swifts came incredibly close and dove beneath the bridge below us. An immature 

Yellow-legged Gull was our first of the trip. 



 

Purple Swamphen 

 

From there we drove the short distance to the dam at Embalse Alange, but first we made a quick 

stop to look at some Orchids along the roadside. We saw Giant and Champagne Orchids, the 

former was almost over but the intense blue colour of the Champagne Orchid was beautiful. 

From the car park at the dam, we had views of the huge reservoir, a towering cliff-face and the 

overflow (a couple of hundred feet below us) trickled into a marshy reedbed. On the main body 

of water we saw Egyptian Goose, lots of Great Crested Grebes and a few Gull-billed Terns. 



 

Eurasian Spoonbill taken in El Rocio 

On the rock face we saw Rock Bunting, Griffon Vultures, Blue Rock Thrush and a few human 

climbers. In the scrub there was many Greenfinches, Serins, House Sparrows and a few 

Sardinian Warblers. Looking down into the reedbeds from on top of the dam we watched Purple 

Herons, Black Kites and Marsh Harriers, Common Kingfisher, Little Egret, Eurasian Spoonbill, 

Grey Heron, Mallards and we could hear both Common Nightingale and Cetti’s Warbler. 

We took lunch at the lovely restaurant below the dam before setting off on our two-hour journey 

to Sevilla, we arrived around 3pm in the urban park at Alamillo. It was jam packed with people, 

thousands of them, the car park was almost full and music rang out from all directions. Not 

conducive for a good birding walk me thinks! Nevertheless, we still trundled past the many family 

groups having a great time in the afternoon sunshine. 

We walked directly to the ‘Nature Reserve’ section of the park where the hide was occupied by 

20 or more very loud and a little tipsy, teenagers. So, we abandoned the hide and walked around 

the edge of the pool looking through the reeds to view the open water. We saw Purple Swamphen, 

Moorhen and heard a Reed Warbler singing, encouraging. Then we found our target birds, Red-

knobbed Coot and Ferruginous Duck, both introduced species to this site and both were coming 

to bred. But it was educational for the group to see these species at close quarters. A Little Bittern 

flew across the pool and disappeared into the reeds. 



 

Walking back to the car we added Ring-necked Parakeet, Glossy Ibis, Cormorant and Black Kite 

to our observations. We got out of town as fast as we could and soon we were on open highway 

heading for El Rocio. 

A coffee stop just before 5pm was our last stop, we then drove directly to our hotel in the centre 

of the town. El Rocio is quite unique, the roads are made of sand, not tarmac, there is a quiet 

demeanour about the place, peaceful and tranquil, which is lovely. 

After checking-in and getting our scopes ready we set off on foot for a quick glance at the lake 

(Laguna Madre de Marismas) behind our hotel. Well, our eyes were treated to a magnificent vista 

of water and birds! Hundreds of Greater Flamingos were grouped all over the lake, with countless 

other birds it was amazing.  

Eurasian Spoonbills were in good numbers as were ducks and Black-winged Stilts. We added 

Common and Red-crested Pochard to the trip list as well as Greylag Goose, Common Sandpiper, 

Squacco Heron and the number of Whiskered Terns was impressive. 

We picked out a Black Tern feeding with the hundreds of Whiskered Terns, then we saw a huge 

flock of 2-3 hundred Collared Pratincoles, wow, that was amazing! They circled over the water 

before settling down on a grassy island about 1 kilometer away from us. 



 

distant Pratincoles landing on an island with Whiskered Terns also shown 

Both Reed and Savi’s Warblers called from the reedbeds which had been greatly reduced due to 

cutting-back! Glossy Ibis, Cattle and Little Egrets, Grey and Purple Herons joined Black Kites, 

Griffon Vultures and a Booted Eagle in the sky above whilst flocks of Barn Swallows, House and 

Sand Martins hawked low over the water. It really was a fascinating and enjoyable experience, 

but our hour was soon up, we walked back to hotel and got ready for dinner which was taken 

outside on the terrace. 

It was an enjoyable meal and it was nice to sit outside even though it got a little chilly as the sun 

went down. 

DAY 6 – SUNDAY 10TH APRIL 2022 

LAGUNA MADRE DE MARISMAS – LA ROCINA – PALACIO DE ACEBRON (WOODLAND 

WALK) – ACEBUCHE VISITOR’S CENTRE – LAGUNA MARDE DE MARISMAS 

WEATHER: all day sunshine, light breeze, very warm. Top temp 27C 

What a fabulous day, the weather was superb the birding sublime and the light exquisite, what 

more can you ask for? 

Immediately after breakfast we walked around to the promenade along the Laguna Madre de 

Marismas, the morning light lit up the area and the Greater Flamingos stood out like pink 

christmas-tree lights. The whole laguna was dotted with birds of all shapes and sizes, their 

numbers were simply staggering. 

Even though the reeds have been cut right back we still saw several birds in them, such as, Reed 

and Sedge Warblers, Purple Swamphen and two Little Bitterns chased one another around, the 

best sighting was made by Vanessa! She called out Penduline Tit and sure enough a pair of them 



was visiting the seed-heads of the reedmace, not for food but for nesting material which they 

carried off by the beak load. 

 

Penduline Tit 

 

The terns, herons, spoonbills, ibis, egrets, ducks, geese and coots were out there in large 

numbers, the water was flat calm and the quality of the light allowed you see birds a kilometer 

away, it really was amazing. 

We dragged ourselves away and headed for the Reserve of La Rocina which is just stone’s throw 

away from the Laguna. The pools and the main stream that supplies the Laguna de Marismas 

originates in La Rocina and was full of water and birds. A boardwalk over 3kms long snakes its 

way through Umbrella Pine Woodland, it also passes through mixed scrub, Cork Oak and reed-

beds, you eventually reach a heathland area. 



 

Reed Warbler 

Our time spent there was so rewarding we enjoyed every minute of it, bird song rang out from 

every direction and from the hides we enjoyed some great birding. We picked out lots of Tree 

Sparrows as we moved from hide to hide, we also heard two or three Savi’s Warblers reeling, it 

was Vanessa once again who found one sitting on top of a bush. 

 

Savi’s Warbler, it was distant, hence the poor quality of the shot 

As we approached the heathland area we heard a Subalpine Warbler singing and had brief views 

of a pair of them, the number of Common Nightingales singing was outrageous, hundreds of 

them, they even drowned out the Cetti’s Warblers! 

On the way back to the car park we bumped into a male Orphean Warbler which gave 

exceptionally good views, we stood and watched it for a good while until a family of Spanish 



grockles came along and flushed it. Bee-eaters were a constant background noise we saw a 

large group fly over us just before we made it back to the bus. 

 

Western Orphean Warbler showing its white eye. 

From there we drove to the Palacio de Acebron, stopping on the heathland to eat our picnic 

lunch. During lunch we watch a Dartford Warbler performing its song-flight display and added 

Booted Eagle to the day list. 

The walk through the ancient woodland (the only place in Coto Doñana where this habitat is 

found) at Acebron was just lovely, many Nightingales were singing, along with Cetti’s Warblers 

and lots of common woodland birds. We came across an Iberian Chiffchaff in full song, Phil and 

Mike got onto it first before it flew off to another song post. 

 

the boardwalk through pine forest at La Rocina 



We had fairly good views of a Wryneck too, it did move about a lot, but eventually we got it in our 

bins, we heard a Firecrest but could not track it down and as we were leaving a very obliging 

Crested Tit gave us a lovely showing. 

Our last birding place of the day was the large visitor’s Centre at Acebuche where we sat on 

benches near the car park and watched the antic of the local Azure-winged Magpies, they came 

close after we threw out some morsels of bread. 

 

Common Nightingale 

For the last 5-7 years there has not been any water in the lagunas at Acebuche and this year 

was no exception. So, after watching the live ‘Webcam’ in the visitor’s centre, of a Lynx’s den 

where we could see a mother suckling two very young cubs, followed by a quick cuppa coffee 

(and an ice-cream) we went for a short walk along the boardwalk to the nearest hide. We found 

Garden Warbler, Willow Warbler, Common Nightingale (in full view) as well as Serins, Blackcaps 

and many common species. On the approach drive during our exit we stopped to watch Bee-

eaters on the ground and sitting in pine trees very close to the bus, often and correctly, described 

as the most colourful bird of Europe. 



 

Relaxing after chasing down a Wryneck in the Ancient Woodland at Palacio de Acebron 

I always love to visit the Laguna Madre de Marismas at the end of the day, viewing from the 

western bank with the superb sunlight behind us. The view of El Rocio and the birds on the laguna 

was breath-taking. We added a few species to our list and enjoyed all the rest of the species we 

had noted beforehand. Vanessa completed her day with a terrific find of 11 Garganey (seven 

males), we also added Common Redshank and Eurasian Teal to our trip list and enjoyed better 

views of Black-tailed Godwits, Collared Pratincoles, Avocets and the roaming flocks of Whiskered 

Terns which never seem to get any closer. 

 

the view from the west side of Laguna de Madre de Marismas looking towards El Rocio 



 

you can just make out seven of the eleven Garganey Ducks with a pair of Shoveler in this 

record shot 

It was a lovely way to finish our birding day, apparently we are in for some thunderstorms and 

rain tomorrow, so we are bracing ourselves for it. We ate dinner on the terrace once again 

overlooking the sandy roads and constant stream of horse-drawn carts, carriages and the 

caballeros strutting their stuff. 

DAY 7 – MONDAY 11TH APRIL 2022 

PUENTA DEL AJOLI (EL ROCIO) – MATALASCAÑAS CLIFFS – MARISMAS O’DIEL, 

HUELVA – LAGUNA EL PORTIL – RIO PIEDRAS, ROMPIDO – LAGUNA MADRE DE 

MARISMAS 

WEATHER; dull and overcast for most of the day, light rain with heavy showers and quite 

windy. Top temp 17C 

We knew the weather was going to change today and so we prepared for it, rain was forecast 

from around 10am and that is what we got. Before breakfast we drove to the edge of town to the 

Puente del Ajoli where we walked in the dark towards the National Park entrance. From a second 

bridge we staked out an area where Iberian Lynx had been spotted recently and waited in silence. 

We were joined by a number of mosquitos but not many and the only background noise consisted 

of singing birds, especially Nightingales, dozens of them! As it got light our expectations grew, 

the excitement was almost tangible. However, it was not be, we never had a sniff of a Lynx and 

had to call it day  ½ hour after first light. 

As we walked back to the bus hundreds of Glossy Ibis flew over us, also Cattle, Little and the odd 

Great Egret. We saw Night Herons flying in the opposite direction and Black Kites were also on 

the wing looking for an early breakfast. 



After our breakfast we set off for the huge marshes at Huelva, where the Rio Tinto (Christopher 

Columbus allegedly sailed from there in 1492) and the Rio O’Diel meet and flow into the Atlantic 

Ocean.  But first, we stopped at the cliffs at Matalascañas to watch for bird movement over the 

ocean. We saw a few Northern Gannets, lots of Sandwich Terns, a trickle of gulls, mainly Yellow-

legged but also Lesser Black-backed and a few Sanderling on the beach below us. We watched 

a Hoopoe from the bus as we pulled away a short time later, it was windy on the cliffs but it stayed 

dry. 

 

Sanderling, seen in several places today 

By the time we arrived at the Marismas O’Diel it was raining, a light drizzle with a fairly strong 

breeze, not good for birding. Our first stop was at the Laguna Grande opposite the working salt 

pans, many birds were roosting during high tide, we scoped the water from the roadside. Dozens 

of Black-winged Stilts were joined by a few Black-tailed Godwits, a couple of Greenshanks, a 

single Dunlin and a Common Sandpiper. Also on view was Greater Flamingo, Common Shelduck, 

Gadwall, Common and Red-crested Pochard, Mallard, Eurasian Coot, Moorhen, Little Grebe, 

Eurasian Spoonbill and Eurasian Teal. Some of us walked across the road to view the salt pans 

but were called back by Mike who had found a Jack Snipe in the scrub!! Jack Snipe is a very 

noteworthy species and I think my first for Spain, well done Mike. 



 

Black-winged Stilts – all legs and bills 

The salt pans held lots more Greater Flamingos and dozens of roosting gulls, we added Ruddy 

Turnstone to the day list and not much else. At the visitor’s centre we noted a very approachable 

Whimbrel and we used the facilities before moving on. 

 

my record shot of the Jack Snipe found by Mike Hails 

The wind and rain increased in intensity as the morning progressed, we made many stops as we 

made our way along the narrow strip of land through the marshes. We watched flocks of Dunlin, 

Sanderling, Curlew Sandpipers, Grey Plover, Greater Ringed Plover, Redshank, Greenshank, 

Whimbrel, Ruddy Turnstone and we noted that the three Osprey nest platforms were all occupied, 

with a sitting adult and another in close proximity to one of the nests. 



 

Curlew Sandpipers with Dunlin and Greater Ringed Plover 

No passerines were noted except for Crested Larks and Woodchat Shrikes, a quick look from a 

beach area produced sightings of Sanderling, Ruddy Turnstone, Sandwich and Little Terns and 

a few YL Gulls. The weather deteriorated, so we abandoned our excursion. After driving into town 

to collect picnic supplies from a supermarket we headed for El Portil, the sky brightened and the 

rain stopped for a while, at the Launga de El Portil we ate our picnic and watched a few birds on 

the water, nothing new or of great note appeared except for a Cetti’s Warbler which flew around 

below us in the scrub. 

A coffee and toilet stop was made in El Portil before we continued to El Rompido, we drove 

through heavy rain, but it stopped by the time we reached the river bank of the Rio Piedras, the 

tide had now turned and was receding. We had our best birding of the day there, we stood still 

by the side of the bus and watched many waders feeding just a few meters in front of us. It was 

magical to watch so many species at such close quarters: Bar-tailed Godwits, Dunlin, Sanderling, 

Greater Ringed Plover, Grey Plover, Whimbrel and Curlew Sandpiper all feeding very close to 

us. Most were in winter plumage but some were changing colour. 

 

Bar-tailed Godwit showing off its long up-curved bill, this female has a very long bill 



We also noted an Osprey perched on a post, our first Eurasian Curlew, some Sandwich and Little 

Terns, Common Sandpiper, Greenshank and we had fly-over Audouin’s Gull, Green Woodpecker 

and Mike thought he spotted a Caspian Tern. Little and Great Egrets were also noted and 

Sardinian Warblers sang from the scrub, it was a most enjoyable time, but we had to leave and 

the onset of further rain was the cue to get going. 

 

Grey Plover 

We made a second stop at the Laguna Grande del Marismas O’Diel to see if any new birds had 

arrived I was particularly interested to see if more gulls were roosting on the banks of the salt 

pans but we only added two Mediterranean Gulls to the list. 

45 minutes later we were back in El Rocio scanning the laguna Madre de Marismas, the light 

wasn’t good and the bird numbers looked well down on yesterday’s total, but we enjoyed 

scanning the islands and the huge Coot flock for unusual species. All the regulars were still 

present, but far fewer Collared Pratincoles, Terns and ducks were seen. 

 



(above) Sanderling with Greater Ringed Plover 

 

Glossy Ibis back at El Rocio 

Bee-eaters dashed about behind us and Glossy Ibis fed fairly close, but things did not look the 

same with a dull grey sky instead of a bright blue one. The weather looks just as bad for tomorrow 

when we will be driving to the José Valverde Centre in the middle of the national park! 

DAY 8 – TUESDAY 12TH APRIL 2022 

VEDO DEL QUEMA – DEHESA DE PILAR – LAGUNA DEHESA ABAJO – TRACK TO JOSÉ 
VALVERDE CENTRE – LAGUNA MADRE DE MARISMAS 
  
WEATHER: heavy rain from the onset, with dry breaks and some sunshine. Broken cloud and 
sunshine late afternoon. Top temp 17C 

Our visit to the Laguna Madre de Marismas to watch the egret roost dispersal was cancelled 

because of the heavy rain. Everyone was up at 7am and waited in anticipation, hoping that it 

might stop but it never did, so we went down to breakfast just before 8am. 

We were ready at 8:45 and set off for the journey to the inner marsh of Natural Park and the José 

Valverde visitor’s centre on the edge of the Nacional Park. We stopped in Villamonrique to buy 

lunch supplies then we took a very muddy and wet track to visit an area of dehesa called Vedo 

del Quema. 



 

Dark skies and rain showers thwarted our efforts this morning, but the sun did come out in short 

spells 

Traditionally this area has been very good for Black-winged Kite sightings but in recent years it 

has become increasingly harder to find them as the habitat turns from open woodland/meadows 

to woodland. It rained most of the time we were there reducing our chances even more, but we 

stuck it out. 

During the dry spells we listed a good number of species, not many raptors of course, just Black 

Kites, Common Buzzard and Common Kestrel but a lot of woodland and scrub species. Once 

again Nightingales sang from all directions, they were joined by Cetti’s Warbler, Corn Bunting, 

Serin, Sardinian Warbler, Zitting Cisticola, Greenfinch, Blackbird, Common Cuckoo, Collared 

Dove and our first Melodious Warbler of the trip. 

Rain stopped play for a short while before we walked along another track, we found a second 

Melodious Warbler singing and lots of the others previously mentioned. We saw Little & Cattle 

egrets, Glossy Ibis, Great Cormorant, hundreds of Barn Swallows, House Martins and Common 

Swifts but we never had a sniff of Black-winged Kite. 

The tracks were becoming increasingly treacherous to drive with large puddles and muddy 

mounds, we carefully negotiated our way back to a metalled road. Passing alongside some 

cultivated fields we noted Crested Larks, Western Yellow Wagtails, Greater Short-toed Larks, 

Linnets and Goldfinches. 

It was lunchtime when we reached Dehesa de Pilar. We parked on the track where we could view 

a huge square-shape eucalyptus woodland, the area was jam packed with birds, flying in every 

which way they could. Thousands of Spanish Sparrows formed a huge colony in the wood along 

with dozens of White Storks. For the first time I noticed that a few pairs of Eurasian Spoonbills 

were nesting too. 



 

Stork’s and Spoonbill’s nests in the eucalyptus wood, we saw Jackdaws, Spanish Sparrows 

and Spotless Starlings all using the Stork’s nest to make their homes too! 

The sound from the sparrows was a constant background noise and many Bee-eaters feeding 

over the fields filled the air with their pleasant chirrup call. We saw a ‘flock’ of Lesser Kestrels 

hunting in the distant fields and Stonechats, Corn Buntings, Linnets, Goldfinches and lots of Barn 

Swallows hawked over the open fields, it was a most enjoyable lunchtime. 

 

our view of Laguna Dehesa de Abajo 

Rain came in once again, we drove through a heavy shower as we made our way to the large 

Laguna at Dehesa de Abajo which was covered in birds, thousands of them! It was still raining 

when we got out of the vehicle to scope the laguna. Suddenly two ducks flew towards us and 

dropped in the water right below us, they were a pair of Ferruginous Duck, how extraordinary! 

They swam into the reeds but emerged a little later being forced out by a Coot, we had excellent 

views of them. 



 

Ferruginous Duck, male and below the pair of them 

 

Black-necked Grebes went onto the list for the first time, they were plentiful as were Great Crested 

and Little Grebes. I never seen so many Red-crested Pochards as I did today, hundreds of them, 

they loafed on islands with Common Shelduck, Coots, Mallards, Common Pochard and Mike 

picked out three Marbled Ducks, distance, but instantly recognisable. The Marbled Duck was one 

of our main target species.  

Heavy rain stopped play for a little while before easing off again, so we got out and walked a little 

way along the edge of the pool which was obscured somewhat by tamarisk bushes. We saw lots 

more of everything, Pied Avocets, a single Curlew Sandpiper on an island, Greater Flamingos, 

Shovelers and literally thousands of Eurasian Coots. A Night Heron roost could be seen in the 

tamarisk and Black Kites were constantly patrolling overhead. 

At the far end of the laguna we stopped to view an area where I had watched Red-knobbed Coot 

in the past, sure enough we found three of them, two were released birds and were wearing white 

collars, but one was not! At the same time, we heard Great Reed Warbler singing (if you can call 



it a song!), some of the group got short views of it. We also heard Reed Warbler, Cetti’s Warbler, 

a Little Bittern ‘barking’ and Purple Swamphens calling out. 

 

Red-knobbed Coot 

Rain drove us off once again, this time we drove a few kilometers to a bar/café for a coffee fix 

and toilets. After that we set off for the long drive on dirt tracks to the José Valverde Centre. It 

was a slow process with muddy pools and potholes to negotiate, but it wasn’t as bad as I had 

expected. 

 

Greater Short-toed Lark on the track to the José Valverde Centre 



We made dozens of stops to look at various sites and birds in pools, channels, on the track and 

in the open fields. The 27-kilometer drive took 1 ½ hours, we stopped to look at many species, 

including 35 Night Herons sitting on a bank, out in the open near a pumping station, we assumed 

that fishermen had disturbed them from their roost at the pumping station. 

We stopped to look at every small larks on the track ahead of us, we saw many Greater Short-

toed Larks and Western Yellow Wagtails as well as Crested Larks and Corn Bunting but we never 

saw a single Lesser Short-toed Lark as expected! 

 

The Black-winged Stilt is the iconic bird of Donana 

The main marshes of Doñana were dry or had small pools and were lifeless, the marshes are 

dead without water and this was the case now! We saw very little all the way down to the visitors 

centre, no egrets, herons, spoonbills, ibis, flamingos!! At the centre there was water but very few 

birds, some Gadwall, Mallards, Shoveler, Little Grebes but generally lifeless, what a shame! This 

was supposed to be the ‘grand finale’ with thousands of breeding birds in action. 

Nevertheless, we did seen Purple Swamphens, some Glossy Ibis, a Great Reed Warbler and we 

heard a Savi’s Warbler calling. It was 4:30pm when we left for the long journey back, the rain had 

gone for good and blue sky with scattered clouds brightened up the late afternoon. Once again 

we searched for Lesser Short-toed lark without success but enjoyed our other sightings 

nonetheless. 

We got back to the hotel at 6pm, the van was in an awful state so I took it to the car wash whilst 

the group relaxed and got ready for our last supper in El Rocío. We had a lovely meal, the 



atmosphere at the table was joyous, we were in a reflective mood as we voted for our bird of 

the day (Melodious Warbler received the most votes, I voted for Ferruginous Duck). 

Tomorrow we head off to Malaga in preparation for our flight home on Thursday, we have 

recorded 175 species so far and still have more to look for in Malaga. 

 DAY 9 – WEDNESDAY 13TH APRIL 2022 
 
TRANSFER TO MALAGA FROM COTO DONANA WITH STOPS AT LAGUNA FUENTE DE 
PIEDRAS AND GUADALHORCE NATURAL PARK. 
 

WEATHER: A superb morning, clear sky with no wind, a little chilly. Cloudy later clear again by 

2pm. Top temp 23C 

Our last full day had arrived and we intended to make the most of it, we were out before breakfast 

in the dark for a visit to the laguna and to watch the Ibis roost-site. As the sun rose so did the 

noise level coming from the roost as the Ibis and Egrets began to stir. Soon small groups were 

flying around over the roost and as the numbers increased, they set off towards to the marshes 

of the Nacional Park to feed for the day.  

Hundreds of Glossy Ibis left the roost during the next half-an-hour, Cattle Egrets flew over from 

another roost nearby and Night Herons dropped in having finished their night shift. As the light 

improved we could see the whole laguna, a huge cloud of terns could be seen swarming over the 

water, we estimated that over 1,000 Whiskered Terns had arrived overnight, along with huge 

numbers of hirundines, especially Sand Martins. 

 

Glossy Ibis leaving the roost 



 

Sand Martins, they landed in such numbers that they bent over the reed stems 

As the sun rose the sunlight brought the laguna to life! A moving, colourful spectacle of epic 

proportions, I have never seen so many birds in one place. Sand Martins alighted on the tall reeds 

and weighed them down, bent them over, as they landed in such large numbers. 

 

Whiskered Terns, Flamingos and Red Deer 

Swamphens fed beneath the swarming hirundines, Reed, Great Reed, Cetti's and Sedge 

Warblers sang from within the reeds and Spoonbills, Ibis, Herons and Egrets fed around them. A 

cacophony of sound came from a plethora of species the colour of the morning light brought it all 

to life, it was a magical experience and a memory to treasure forever. 



 

Red Deer near the Ibis roost 

After breakfast we loaded up the bus, we left the sandy streets of El Rocío and headed for 

Malaga. The roads were clear and we made good time, passing through Sevilla without a hitch, 

it was 11:30 when we arrived at Laguna Fuente de Piedra our first and only birding stop. 

The approach road to the main Laguna borders a large seasonal pool and several birds were 

feeding there, so we stopped for a quick look. A single Black Tern was feeding over the water 

with a Whiskered Tern, they both gave incredibly close-up views, the photographers had a field 

day. Also on the pool was: Greater Flamingo, Black-winged Stilt, Common Sandpiper, Avocet, 

Shoveler, Eurasian Coot, Moorhen and not much else. It was a poor show of species considering 

that usually at this time in April the pool is covered with waders, the water level was probably a 

little too high this year. 

We walked to the first boardwalk which bisected another pool and once again very little was seen 

out there. Iberian Yellow Wagtail, Cetti’s, Reed and Sedge Warblers sang out and the ubiquitous 

Black-winged Stilt was ever-present. 



 

record shot of the Iberian Yellow Wagtail 

From the boardwalk we retraced our step and headed for the mirador behind the visitor’s centre 

where we had good views of the main laguna, it is immense and stretched out as far as the eye 

could see. A good number of Greater Flamingo’s were feeding or loafing quite close to the nearest 

shore and with them we picked out two LESSER FLAMINGOS. Not entirely unexpected, this 

somewhat, smaller African species has had a presence in Spain in recent years, it is very possible 

that these two specimens that have arrived naturally. 

 

two Lesser Flamingos with 5 Greater Flamingos 

Also on the main pool we saw Common Shelduck, Avocet, our first Kentish Plovers, Curlew 

Sandpipers, Black-headed Gulls and many Gull-billed Terns. After watching the flamingos for a 

while we walked around to the hide that overlooks the freshwater pool called Lagunetta. 



The main reason for visiting Fuente de Piedra was to see the iconic White-headed Duck and we 

were not disappointed, we saw a dozen or so, both male and female ducks fed in the pool. We 

also notched up to five more Marbled Ducks, a few pairs of Black-necked Grebes, also Common 

and Red-crested Pochards, Shovelers, Swamphens, Eurasian Coots, Moorhens and more 

Common Shelduck. 

 

White-headed Ducks always look a little sad to me! 

Mike Hails did his, 'magical' trick of pulling a great bird out the bag when he discovered a LITTLE 

CRAKE!! This bird was mooching about on the far bank where a group of Spanish Pond Terrapins 

were hauled up in the reeds. We all had good scope views, but it was too far off to photograph 

properly, we only got poor record shots. 

After visiting another hide and a blind we added a few more common species, so we decided to 

depart. A quick stop for a second look at the pool on the approach road produced, Green 

Sandpiper, 3 Common Sandpipers and two Ruff, the Black Tern was still showing exceptionally 

well. 

 



Black Tern: taken by Paul Edlin at Fuente de Piedras 

We stopped in town to buy picnic supplies and promptly ate them whilst in a car park at a petrol 

station. The drive down to our hotel in Malaga took about 45 minutes, Griffon Vultures were the 

most notable species during the journey. We checked in, had a little break and met up again at 

3:30pm. 

Our plan was to visit the lovely Parque Natural at Guadalmar near Malaga Airport and not far 

from our hotel. The Rio Guadalhorce splits into two arms as it nears the Mediterranean Sea and 

several pools are located within the area between the river arms, there are also reedbeds, 

tamarisk scrub, a beach area and open scrubland. The Reserve is called Desembocadura de 

Guadlahorce (the estuary or river mouth of the river Guadalhorce) and has a great reputation for 

producing an excellent bird-lists. 

 

Slender-billed Gull 

It was full-on sunshine when we got there but quite windy, we parked in Guadalmar and walked 

on the embankment of the southern arm of the river noting a Sparrowhawk, some Monk 

Parakeets, Common Kestrel, Spotless Starling, Mediterranean Cormorants (sinensis), Barn 

Swallows and not much else. 

The first hide we visited overlooks Laguna Grande, my last visit about 12-days ago produced a 

lot of bird sightings, including a Bonaparte’s Gull, but today it was almost devoid of life! How 

disappointing was that? 



 

Glossy Ibis at Laguna Grande 

We saw 3 Slender-billed Gulls (one with a broken leg), a couple of Black-headed Gulls, a single 

Mediterranean Gull, a Single adult Yellow-legged Gull and a single Sandwich Tern. No waders 

were present at all except for the reliable Black-winged Stilt. Scanning the large pool we picked 

out Eurasian Spoonbill, Shoveler, Gadwall, Mallard, a Whiskered Tern, Grey Heron, a few 

Cormorants and then a group of Glossy Ibis dropped in to see us. 

Before we left a Common Sandpiper landed below us and Mike picked out a Collared Pratincole 

that dropped onto the nearest island as we were leaving. We then took the track to the beach 

where we hoped to see Kentish Plover a little closer. This we did, except that we got too close 

before we realised that they were present, we inadvertently flushed them! So, we had close but 

brief views of them as they flew off up the beach. We also found 3 Greater Ringed Plovers and a 

flock of 22 Greater Flamingos entertained us by flying up and down the beach area several times, 

sometimes close in sometimes way out. 

 

Collared Pratincole,. Spotted by Mike at Laguna Grande 



Sandwich Terns and Northern Gannets were also out at sea, we also saw single Mediterranean 

Gull sitting on the water. We continued our circular walk, which included visits to the hides that 

overlooked the Rio Viejo (Old river) and Laguna La Casilla where we saw very little, Redshank, 

Avocet, Black-winged Stilt and another Slender-billed Gull. 

During our walk we also noted Woodchat Shrike, Sardinian Warbler, Greenfinches, Goldfinches, 

Crested Larks, Zitting Cisticola, Serin and more Monk Parakeets as we completed our walk. 

That was our last planned bird excursion of the holiday, we returned to the hotel and met up again 

at 7:30pm to go out for our last supper. We found an excellent little Chiringuito on the beach in 

Guadalmar where we all enjoyed our last evening meal together. 

Reflecting on our trip sightings, we recorded 186 species plus 1 heard and not seen, Common 

Quail. It had been an excellent birding holiday, Black Tern was given the most votes for bird of 

the tour, but a good number could have received that accolade. I just enjoyed watching the group 

having a great time enjoying their favourite pastime. 

DAY 10 – THURSDAY 14TH APRIL 2022 

DEPARTURE DAY - TRANSFER TO MALAGA AIRPORT 

WEATHER; clear blue sky, light winds. temp 18C 

Our check-in time at the airport was 11am so we had a few hours before we had to travel the 

short distance to the airport, However, none of the group wanted to go birding, so we met at a 

civilised 8am for breakfast and completed our bird list for yesterday's sightings.  

During the trip we had amassed a respectable 186 species and heard Common Quail without 

seeing it. A few target species were missing from the list as always: Black-winged Kite, 

Spectacled Warbler, Lesser Short-toed Lark, Little Ringed Plover, Little Stint, Caspian Tern and 

believe it or not, neither a Robin nor a Coal Tit were found!!! So, our list could have been 

approaching 200 if we had perfect weather conditions, this just show's what a great place Spain 

is for spring birding, why not join us next year? 

Here are some of Paul Edlin's pictures from the trip: 



 

European Bee-eaters taken at Acebuche Visitor's Centre Coto Donana 

 

Male Ferruginous Duck - a pair of these landed just in front of us at Laguna Dehesa de Abajo, 

Coto Donana 



 

we had several sightings of Whimbrel at Marismas de O'Diel, Huelva and this one was taken at 

nearby El Rampido on the Rio Piedra. 

 

Our first Great Spotted Cuckoo was found by Vanessa! She spotted it low down in a tamarisk 

shrub as we were driving along a track to the Presa (dam)  de Laguna Talavan in Extremadura. 

We went on to see 3-4 more of these special birds. 



 

voted bird of the trip, this Black Tern gave unbelievable views at Laguna Fuente de Piedra on 

the way to Malaga from Sevilla on the 13th April. 

Thank you, Paul, for the use of some of your pictures. 

 

TOUR FOR 2023 

APRIL 19TH – 27TH APRIL  

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

RECORD OF SPECIES SEEN BETWEEN 5TH – 14TH APRIL 2022 

 

BIRD SPECIES SEEN  
 

1  Greylag Goose Anser anser √ 

2  Egyptian Goose Alopocen aegyptiaca √ 

3  Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna  √ 

4  Gadwall Anas strepera √ 

5  Mallard Anas platyrhynchos √ 

6  Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata √ 

7  Garganey Anas querquedula √ 

8  Eurasian Teal Anas crecca √ 

9  Marbled Teal Marmaronetta angustirostris √ 

10  Common Pochard Aythya ferina √ 

11  Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina √ 

12  Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca √ 

13  White-headed Duck Oxyura leucocephhala √ 

 GALLIFORMES: Phasianidae  

14  Common Quail Coturnix coturnix H 

15  Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa √ 

 PODICIPEDIFORMES: Podicipedidae  

16  Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis √ 

17  Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus √ 

18  Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis √ 

 PHOENICOPTERIFORMES: Phoenicopteridae  

19  Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus √ 

20  Lesser Flamingo Phoenicopterus minor √ 

 CICONIIFORMES: Ciconiidae  

21  White Stork Ciconia ciconia √ 

22  Black Stork Ciconia nigra √ 

 PELECANIFORMES: Threskiornithidae  

23  Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus √ 

24  Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia √ 

 PELECANIFORMES: Ardeidae  

25  Little Bittern Ixobryhus minutus √ 

26  Grey Heron Ardea cinerea √ 

27  Purple Heron Ardea purpurea √ 

28  Great Egret Ardea alba √ 

29  Little Egret Egretta garzetta √ 

30  Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis √ 

31  Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides √ 

32  Black-crowned Night 

Heron 
Nycticorax nycticorax 

√ 

 SULIFORMES: Sulidae  

http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=C235A4D712BB8855
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=D6F5A788399B36E7
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=ED4CE8E7CFF43696
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=F577BA0F5BB7BD3F
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=BC6C3CCE5C1B5D9B
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=6362936EA12874F1
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=A96692E0C9F7508B
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=7CF91527F5832F30
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=CAFE345DCABD8BF8
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=D44B2846BB2436A7
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=215FEA89A0F19F5C
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=8F269702DC208010
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=0F9B5174A8ACF737
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=28825494A08AFE5A
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=D4540F880A3EC3BB
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=A0A584C1E7D786FE
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=6429024DBA7AB672
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=3395DCF1CE3A8C91
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=49D9148A171E7F2E
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=F2858F9FFB9DFDCF
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=6CCDAC53F56435B4
http://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?avibaseid=CE73EBD7A90E9FCF


33  Northern Gannet Morus bassanus √ 

 SULIFORMES: Phalacrocoracidae  

34  Continental Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo sinensis √ 

35  ACCIPITRIFORMES: Pandionidae      

36  Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus √ 

 ACCIPITRIFORMES: Accipitridae  

37  Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus √ 

38  Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus √ 

39  Cinereous Vulture Aegyptus monachus √ 

40  Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus √ 

41  Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus √ 

42  Bonelli’s Eagle Aquila fasciata √ 

43  Spanish Imperial Eagle Aquila aldaberti √ 

44  Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipitor nisus √ 

45  Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus √ 

46  Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus √ 

47  Black Kite Milvus migrans √ 

48  Red Kite Milvus milvus √ 

49  Common Buzzard Buteo buteo √ 

 GRUIFORMES: Rallidae  

50  Water Rail  Rallus  aquaticus √ 

51  Little Crake Porzana parva √ 

52  Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus √ 

53  Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra √ 

54  Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristatus √ 

55  Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio √ 

 OTIDIFORMES: Otidae  

56  Great Bustard Otis Tarda √ 

57  Little Bustard  Tetrax tetrax √ 

 CHARADRIIFORMES: Burhinidae  

58  Eurasian Stone-curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus √ 

 CHARADRIIFORMES:Haematopodidae  

59  Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus √ 

 CHARADRIIFORMES:Recurvirostridae  

60  Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus √ 

61  Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta √ 

 CHARADRIIFORMES:Charadriidae  

62  Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola √ 

63  Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula √ 

64  Kentish Plover  Charadrius alexandrinus √ 

65  Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus √ 

 CHARADRIIFORMES:Scolopacidae  

66  Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago √ 

67  Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus √ 

68  Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa √ 

69  Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica √ 

70  Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus √ 

71  Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata √ 

72  Common Redshank  Tringa totanus √ 

73  Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia √ 

74  Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus √ 

75  Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos √ 



76  Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres √ 

77  Sanderling  Calidris alba √ 

78  Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea √ 

79  Dunlin  Calidris alpina √ 

80  Ruff Philomachus pugnax √ 

 CHARADRIIFORMES:Glareolidae  

81  Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola √ 

 CHARADRIIFORMES:Laridae  

82  Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus √ 

83  Audouin’s Gull Ichthyaetus audouinii √ 

84  Slender-billed Gull Chroicocephalus genei √ 

85  Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus √ 

86  Yellow-legged Gull  Larus cachinnans  √ 

87  Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus √ 

88  Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica √ 

89  Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis √ 

90  Whiskered Tern  Chlidonias hybridus √ 

91  Black Tern Chlidonias niger √ 

92  Little Tern Sternula albifrons √ 

 PTEROCLIFORMES: Pteroclidae  

93  Black-bellied Sandgrouse Pterocles orientalis √ 

94  Pin-tailed Sandgrouse Pterocles alchata √ 

 COLUMBIFORMES: Columbidae  

95  Rock Dove  Columba livia  √ 

96  Common Woodpigeon  Columba palumbus excelsa √ 

97  Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto √ 

 CUCULIFORMES: Cuculidae  

98  Great Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius √ 

99  Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus √ 

 STRIGIFORMES: Strigidae  

100  Little Owl  Athene noctua √ 

 CAPRIMULGIFORMES: Apodidae  

101  Common Swift  Apus apus √ 

102  Pallid Swift  Apus pallidus √ 

103  Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba √ 

 CORACIIFORMES: Alcedinidae  

104  Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis √ 

 CORACIIFORMES: Meropidae  

105  European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster √ 

 CORACIIFORMES: Coraciidae  

106  European Roller Coracias garrulus √ 

 BUCEROTIFORMES: Upupidae  

107  Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops √ 

 PICIFORMES: Picidae  

108  Iberian Woodpecker Picus sharpei √ 

109  Gt Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major  √ 

110  Wryneck Jynx torquilla √ 

111  FALCONIFORMES: Falconidae  

112  Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus √ 

113  Lesser Kestrel Falco nummani √ 

114  Peregrine Falcon Falco perigrinus minor √ 

 PASSERIFORMES: Laniidae  



115  Iberian Grey Shrike Lanius algeriensis √ 

116  Woodchat Shrike Senator rutilans √ 

 PASSERIFORMES: Corvidae  

117  Azure-winged Magpie Cyanopica cooki √ 

118  Common Magpie  Pica pica √ 

119  Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius √ 

120  Eurasian Jackdaw Corvus monedula √ 

121  Northern Raven  Corvus corax √ 

 PASSERIFORMES: Paridae  

122  Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus √ 

123  Blue Tit Parus caeruleus √ 

124  Great Tit   Parus major  √ 

 PASSERIFORMES: Sittidae  

125  Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea √ 

 PASSERIFORMES: Certhidae  

126  Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla √ 

 PASSERIFORMES: Remizidae  

127  Penduline Tit Remiz Pendulinus √ 

 PASSERIFORMES: Alaudidae  

128  Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis √ 

129  Thekla Lark Galerida theklae  √ 

130  Crested Lark  Galerida cristata √ 

131  Woodlark  Lullula arborea √ 

132  Greater Short-toed Lark  Calandrella b. brachydactyla  √ 

133  Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra √ 

 PASSERIFORMES: Hirundinidae  

134  Sand Martin  Riparia riparia √ 

135  Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica √ 

136  Eurasian Crag Martin Pryonoprogne  rupestris √ 

137  Common House Martin  Delichon urbica √ 

138  Red-rumped Swallow  Hirundo daurica rufola √ 

 PASSERIFORMES: Locustellidae  

139  Savi’s Warbler Locustella luscinoides √ 

 PASSERIFORMES: Cettiidae  

140  Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti √ 

 PASSERIFORMES: Aegithalidae  

141  Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus √ 

 PASSERIFORMES: Phylloscopidae  

142  Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilis √ 

143  Iberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus ibericus √ 

144  W. Bonelli’s Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli √ 

 PASSERIFORMES: Acrocephalidae  

145  Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus √ 

146  Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus √ 

147  Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceous √ 

148  Melodious Warbler Hyppolias polyglotta √ 

 PASSERIFORMES: Cisticolidae  

149  Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis √ 

 PASSERIFORMES: Sylviidae/Curruca  

150  Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla √ 

151  Garden Warbler Sylvia borin √ 

152  W. Orphean Warbler Curruca hortensis √ 



153  Dartford Warbler Curruca undata √ 

154  Common Whitethroat Curruca communis √ 

155  W. Subalpine Warbler Curruca iberiae √ 

156  Sardinian Warbler  Curruca melanocephala √ 

 PASSERIFORMES: Troglodytidae  

157  Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes √ 

 PASSERIFORMES: Sturnidae  

158  Spotless Starling  Sturnus unicolor √ 

 PASSERIFORMES: Turdidae  

159  Common Blackbird  Turdus merula √ 

160  Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus deichleri √ 

161  Song Thrush Turdus philomenus √ 

 PASSERIFORMES: Muscicapidae  

162  Common Nightingale Megarhynchos megarhynchos √ 

163  Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros √ 

164  Blue Rock Thrush Montacilla solitarius √ 

165  European Stonechat Saxicola torquata √ 

166  Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe √ 

167  Black Wheatear Oenanthe leucura riggenbachi √ 

 PASSERIFORMES: Passeridae  

168  House Sparrow  Passer domesticus √ 

169  Spanish Sparrow  Passer hispaniolensis √ 

170  Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus √ 

 PASSERIFORMES: Motacillidae  

171  Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava, flavissima, iberiae √ 

172  Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea √ 

173  White Wagtail Motacilla alba √ 

174  Meadow Pipit Anthus prtaensis √ 

 PASSERIFORMES: Fringillidae  

175  Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs √ 

176  European Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris √ 

177  Eurasian Linnet  Linaria cannabina √ 

178  European Goldfinch   Carduelis carduelis parva √ 

179  European Serin  Serinus serinus √ 

180  Eurasian Siskin Carduelkis spinus √ 

 PASSERIFORMES: Emberizidae  

181  Corn Bunting  Miliaria calandra √ 

182  Rock Bunting Emberiza cia √ 

183  Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus √ 

    

184  Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild √ 

185  Red Avadavat Amandava amandava √ 

186  Monk Parakeet Myiopsitta monachus √ 

187  Ring-necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri √ 

BUTTERFLIES & INTERESTING INSECTS 
 

1  Spanish Festoon Zerythia rumina √ 

2  Brimstone Goneteryx rhamni √ 

3  Large White  Pieris brassicae √ 

4  Small White  Artogeia rapae √ 

5  Black-veined White Aporia crataegi √ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6  Western Dappled White Euchloe crameri √ 

7  Clouded Yellow  Colias crocca √ 

8  Small Copper  Lycaena phlaeas √ 

9  Holly Blue  Holarctic azures √ 

10  Common Blue Polyommatus icarus √ 

11  Painted Lady  Vanessa cardui √ 

12  Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta √ 

13  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria √ 

14  Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae √ 

15  Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus √ 

    

 Red-striped Oil-Beetle Meloe majalis √ 

    

MAMMALS- REPTILES - AMPHIBIANS 
 

1  Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus √ 

2  Egyptian Mongoose Herpestes ichneumon √ 

3  Red Deer Cervus elaphus √ 

4  Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus √ 

    

    

5  Spanish Pond Terrapin Maurenys leprosa saharica √ 

6  Marsh Frog Rana ridibunda √ 

7  Moorish Gecko Tarentola mauritanica √ 

8  Common Wall Lizard Podarcis muralis √ 

9  Iberian Wall Lizard Podarcis hispanica √ 

10  Ocellated Lizard Lacerta lapida  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


